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PREFACR 



This volume b devoted to the Lives of three of 
the most emineat men that England has ever sent 
forth into the field of her highest achievement* 
The relation of their Voyages, Discoveries, and 
Adventures is in so far the history of the rise of 
her naval power. If it be that the first inspiring 
thoughts of our youth are inseparably connected 
with maritime enterprise, — ^with the perils, vicissi- 
tudes, new scenes, romantic incidents, the bold- 
ness, fortitude, and endurance of men tasked to 
the utmost of man's physical and moral powers, 
which are displayed in the narratives of the elder 
voyagers, — this work cannot want interest. It 
contains, from the very nature of the subject, much 
curious and valuable information, gleaned from 
many sources, and in every instance verified by 
scrupulous examination and reference to the foun- 
tain-head ; while it is believed that, together with 
the voyages, fuller and more accurate personal 
memoirs of Drake, Cavendish, and Dampier are 
given here than any that have yet been submitted 
to the public Early Spanish discovery in the 
South Sea, and the first circumnavigation of the 
globe in the ever-memorable voyage of Magellan, 
form a subordinate, but it is hoped an appropriate 
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branch of the \york : and the History of the Buca- 
neers, those daring rovers, whose wild adventures 
afford so much to charm the youthful mind, is so 
closely interwoven with the Memoirs of Dampier 
as to form one tissue. Instead of proving a blem- 
ish, it is therefore presumed that the brief history 
of this remarkable fraternity may be found no in- 
congruous episode in a volume intended by the 
author as a contribution to popular nautical, his- 
tory, of which the subject, though complete in 
itself, forms also an interesting chapter in the 
annals of maritime enterprise and adventure. 

Edinburgh, November, 1831. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Sketch of Early Discoveries in the South Sea. 

Drake sees the PacUIc— Spirit of Maritime Enterprise in England- 
Notice of Early Attempts to reach India by the Westp— Voyages to 
discover a Passage to the 8pice Isles through the Continent of Ame- 
riea— Attempts of Columbus— Pinzon— Juan Ponce— Vasco Nunez 
beholds the Sooth Sea— Voyage of Magellan — He discorers and 
passes the Straits— The Patagonians— DiseoTers the Ladrones— Hie 
Archipelago of St. Lazarus— Customs and Manners at Mazagua and 
Zebu— ConTersion of the King and People— Battleat Matan— Magellan 
killed— Massacre of the Spaniards— Progress and ftirther Discoveries 
of Magellan's Squadron— Customs of Borneo— The Moluccas— The 
l^toria returns to Spain, having circumnavigated the Globe— Expe- 
dition of Loyasa— Discoveries of Saavedrsr— Voyage of Villalobos — 
Spanish Settlement in the Philippines— Discoveries of Juan Femandes 
and Mendana— Robinson Crusoe's Island— The Solomon Isles— Sum- 
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Tu early recoida of maritime enterprise relate no inci- 
dent more striking than the adventure of Captain Fiuncis 
Dbaxk forcing his way across the Isthmus of Darien, and 
a<9cending that ** goodly and great hish tree" from which 
be could look back upon the eastern shores of the Atlantic 
where his ship lay, and forward in the distance descry that 
new and mif hty ocean, the subject of so many golden dreams 
and ambitions hopes. When we read that in the enthu- 
siasm of that moment Drake lifted up his hands, ** and be- 
sought Almighty God of his goodness to give him life and 
leave to sail once an English ship upon that sea," time and 
spp^ are forgotten as we unconsciously breathe " Amen,*' 
to a prayer so gloriously fulfill^ 



%- 



16 DRAKE SEES THE SOUTH SEA. 

Though the previous voyages of Magellan and his suc- 
cessors deny Sir Francis Drake the honour of being the 
first navigator in the South Seas, he w&s not only the first 
Englishman that traversed a large portion of the Pacifip in 
its length and breadth, and circumnavigated the terraqueous 
globe, but an eminent and successful discoverer in the most 
brilliant era of maritime adventure. Drake is remembered 
for other qualities more essentially English ; for firmness, 
skill, the talent of command, perseverance, generosity, and 
bravenr. 

In the age of Drake navigation as a science was still very 
imperfect ; but the spirit of enterprise had reached the 
height, and among the more distinguished of the early 
voyagers was animated and guided by soaring and gene- 
rous motives. Inspired by the love of adventure, and the 
ambition of discovery and conquest, the leaders regarded 
the spoils, which formed the sole object of their mercenary 
bands, chiefly as the means of rewarding faithful and gal- 
lant service, and of stimulating to new exploits. The 
same zeal and gallantry which 1^ the Spaniards to propa- 
gate the faith or extend the empire of their sovereign in 
the New World animated the English in extending the 
fflory of England and of Elizabeth, and in chastising and 
despoilingthe " proud Don,'' now regarded as the national 
enemy. These reigning motives gave a character of lofti- 
ness and a tincture of chivalry to the early emprises of the 
English in the New World, even when their expeditions 
were undertaken to promote private and mercenary inter- 
ests. In- the instance of Raleigh, *< chivalry had left the 
land and launched upon the deep ;" and Sir Philip Sidney, 
the knight who ** nourished high thoughts in a heart of 
courtesy," would have been the volunteer companion of the 
enterprises of Drake, and was only overruled in this pur 
pose by the commands of his royal mistress. 

Before entering upon the life of Drake,— or, more prop 
erly the narrative of those adventures and exploits whick 
form its interest and an animating episode in English his- 
tory, — it may be necessary to give a brief and rapid sketch 
of the voyages and discoveries of some of the early 
navigators in the South Sba previous to his memorable 
circumnavigation, selecting the more interesting and suo* 
cessful of these attempts. 



DISCOTKRIES OF COLUMBXTS. 17 

In attempting to discover a passage to Eastern India by 
the west, a short road to the gams and spices, the gold and 
gems of known and of imaginary regions, Columbus had, 
as it were by acddent, stumbled upon America,-— on those 
islands of the Western Indies which he at first concluded 
to be the rich countries his sagacity and boldness had taught 
him to search for in this new direction. The discovery of 
the continent soon followed that of the islands of Amefica ; 
and though the real wealth and importance of this New 
World could not be magnified beyond their value by the 
exaggerations and flatteries of the first voyagers, they were 
soon overlooked, and ambition and cupidity pointed to other 
regions of more abounding riches and higher civilization, 
overflowing with all that the sordid covet or the ambitious 
demre. The discoveries of the Portuguese had extended 
to regions where the harvest of the European adventurer 
was prepared before he visited the field. This inflamed 
the avidity of the Spaniards ; and the land discovered by 
Columbus, after a time, came to be regarded as almost an 
impediment to the progress of adventure which might be 
crowned with like rewards. Cortez had not yet discovered 
Mexico ; Peru and New Spain were still unknown ; and 
thouffh the few strange animals and beautiful birds, and 
the nch vegetable productions brought home as the first- 
fruits of discovery in a savage and unsettled country, were 
admired as specimens and symbols, these were not the wealth 
which the Old World valued, nor were the lands that pro- 
duced them the regions which were to reaHze the romantic 
dreams of an inmiediate and overflowing acquisition of the 
nost rare and precious commodities of the East. Colum- 
iNis had at first mistaken the islands he discovered for those 
of Eastern India. Cuba he fancied a part of Asia ; but, 
once convinced of his mistake by the discovery of the con- 
tinent of America, and by farther research, his bold genius 
and instinctive sagacity suggested the necessity of a sea 
fiurther west, washing the opposite side of the new conti- 
nent, and dividing it, probably by a narrow passage, from 
the land he sought. It has been alleged that nis conjecture 
was confirmed by very early information of the actual ex- 
istence of this western sea ; and, as we shall afterward 
tee, the shores of the new continent were explored from 
the Golf of St. Lawrence to Rio de la Plata, to disccmni 
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the strait whidi must fonn the channel of cottwnnnication. 
The search for this passage to the oriental islands was the 
last labour in which Columbus engaged, — hn fimd and 
most disastrous voyage being underteken for this especial 
object. Bat the discovery remained a legacy, which this 
great man bequeathed to spirits cast in similar mould with 
Eis own. From the mount he had obtained a view of the 
promised UukI, but was denied the felicity of reaching it, 
or of tasting its fruits. 

The court of Spain was soon fully aware Af the import- 
ance of following up the researches to which Columbus fell 
a martyr, and in which so many brave men had perished, 
though their fate only enkindled anew the ardour of dis- 
covery. The New World was become the grand lotterr 
of the Old, in which each adventurer, unwarned by the fail- 
ure and disappointment of his predecessor, promised him- 
self the great prize. State policy and ambition were thus 
powerfully seconded by individual enterprise, zeal, or ra- 
pacity. Portugal and Spain, in their successive discoveries, 
reacted upon each other. The discoveries of the naviga- 
tors of the former nation, so rapid and spleYidid in the ear- 
lier part of the fifteenth century, and the more illustrious 
success of Columbus, had now planted the cross and the 
devices of their sovereigns and nations, as the insignia 
of conquest and possession, on many a league of barbarous 
coast in Africa and in America ; and though those unex- 
plored dominions may be thought to have lain too far apart 
to produce clashing interests, the discovery of the Brazils 
)>y the Portuguese on the one hand, and the probability of 
the Spaniards attaining easy access to their East India pos- 
sessions on the other, begot great intematicmal jealousies. 
Rome was still the court of final ^peal to Christendom, 
and the pope the source whence all new rights of sow- 
reignty were derived. A bull of donation issued by the too 
famous Alexander VI. fixed as limits of partition a meridian 
drawn 100 leagues west of the Azores and Cape de Yerd 
Islands ; and assigned to Spain the dominion of all lands 
newly discovered, or to be discovered, as far as 180 degrees 
to the west of this line ; and to Portu^ all that lay within 
the same extent eastward of the meridian assumed. 

Ntttber England nor France acknowledged any right 
hitwant in the pope to make such magnificent pAs of 
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wdoiown territory. The former power seat oot discoveMr* 
without demanding leave of his holiness ; imd the French 
iaag shrewdly renuurked, that he should like to see ^e will 
9i Father Adam before he helieved such donliftions Were 
made exclusively to these favoured princes. Thoufffa neither 
Spain nor Portugal questioned the inherent rij^t of the 
pope to gift the world to them as a theatre for plunder and 
spoliation, where they mivfat at their {Measure rob the hea- 
then or gentiles, as the vidians were called by the eariy 
voyagers, the litnits of partition became a long and fertile 
subject <k difieorence between themselves. 

After the discovery of Cuba by Columbus, it was for a 
time believed to be a part of Asia, and the continent so ar- 
dentiy sought ; and, by a subtle and selfish interpretation 
of the papal grant, the Spaniards pretended to believe that 
all lands reached by a course taken from the west of this 
must be their territory, and that Portuguese discovery and 
lawful dommion could only be prosecuted and acquired firom 
the east. This belief, resd or pretended, afforded Spain an- 
other motive to the prosecution of more distant discoveries 
in the western direction. But time passed tn ; and though 
the existence of the South Sea, long a probable conjecture, 
becafme every year more confirmed, uttle progress was made 
in useful discovery previous to tho memorable voyage of 
Magalhanes; though repeated attempts, which we shall 
briefly notice, had been made by different nations to diseover 
the desired ocean. 

So early as 1496 the English, emulous of tha maritime 
glory recently acquired by Spain and Portugal, and indiffer- 
ent to the pope's charter of donation, fitted out an armamoit 
for discovery, which was conducted, under letters-patent 
fiom Henry VII., by John Cabot, a native of Venice, and 
his three sons, SebiuBtian, Lewis, and Sanctius. It appears 
to have been his object to seek for a western passage to the 
north of the new Spami^ discoveries, and to reach Cathay 
in India by this route. In prosecution of this rreat scheme 
Cabot, in 1497, discovered the American contment, proba-* 
My at Newfoundland ; and his son Sebastian, in two sue* ' 
cessive voyages performed in 1498 and 1517, en>lored a 
great extent of the coast, from Hudson's Bay on the nozUi 
as far as Virginia on the south. Although unsuooesa^ hi 
tbe attainment of their immodiate objeet» Uiese voyagi^littM 
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branch of the work : and the History of the Buca- 
neers, those daring rovers, whose wild adventures 
afford so much to charm the youthful mind, is so 
closely interwoven with the Memoirs of Dampier 
as to form one tissue. Instead of proving a blem- 
ish, it is therefore presumed that the brief history 
of this remarkable fraternity may be found no in- 
con^uous episode in a volume intended by the 
author as a contribution to popular nautical, his- 
tory, of which the subject, though complete in 
itself, forms also an interesting chapter in the 
annals of maritime enterprise and adventure. 

Edinburgh, November, 1831. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Sketch of Early Discoveries in the South Sea. 

Drake sees the Pacific— Sj^t of Maritime Enterprise in England- 
Notice of Early Attempts to reach India by the West— Voyages to 
discover a Passage to the Spice Isles throngh the Continent of Ame- 
rica— Attempts of Columbus— Pinzon— Juan Ponce— Vasco Nunez 
beholds the South Sea— Voyage of Magellan — He discovers and 
passes the Straits— The Patagonians— Discovers the Ladrones— The 
Archipelago of St. Lazarus— Custons and Manners at Mazagua and 
Zebu— Conversion of the King and People— Battle at Matan— Magellan 
killed— Massacre of the Spaniards— Progress and Airther Discoveries 
of Magellan's Squadron— Customs of Borneo— The Moluccas— The 
Vitoria returns to Spain, having circumnavigated the Globe— Expe- 
dition of Loyaaa— Discoveries of Sa4vedra>-Voyage of Villalobos— 
Spanish Settlement in the Philippfaies— Discoveries of Juan Femandeii 
and Mendana— Robinson Crusoe's Island- The Solomon Isles— Sum- 
mary of Discovery in the South Sea prior to Drake's Circumnavigation* ^ 

The early records of maritime enterprise relate no inci* 
dent more striking than the adventure of Captain Fbancis 
Brake forcing his way across the Isthmus of Darien, and 
a/jcending that *' goodly and great hish tree" from which 
he could look back upon the eastern shores of the Atlantic 
where his ship lay, and forward in the distance descry that 
new and mighty ocean, the subject of so many golden dreams 
and ambitious hopes. When we read that in the enthu- 
siasm of that moment Drake lifted up his hands, " and be- 
sought Almighty God of his goodness to give him Hfe and 
leave to sail once an English ship upon that sea,'' time and 
wipfifie are forgotten as we unconsciously breathe ** Amen," 
(o a prayer so gloriously fulfilled. 



16 DRAKE SEES THE SOUTH SEA. 

Though the previous voyages of Magellan and his suc- 
cessors deny Sir Francis Drake the honour of being the 
first navigator in the South Seas, he was not only the first 
Englishman that traversed a large portion of the Pacific in 
its length and breadth, and circumnavigated the terraqueous 
globe, but an eminent and successful discoverer in the most 
brilliant era of maritime adventure. Drake is remembered 
for other qualities more essentially English ; for firmness, 
skill, the talent of conunand, perseverance, generosity^ and 
bravery. 

In the age of Drake navigation as a science was still very 
imperfect ; but the spirit of enterprise had reached the 
height, and among the more distinguished of the early 
voyagers was animated and guided by soaring and gene- 
rous motives. Inspired by the love of adventure, and the 
ambition of discovery and conquest, the leaders regarded 
the spoils, which formed the sole object of their mercenary 
bands, chiefly as the means of rewarding faithful and gal- 
lant service, and of stimulating to new exploits. The 
same zeal and gaUantry which 1^ the Spaniau^s to propa- 
gate the faith or extend the empire of their sovereign in 
the New World animated the English in extending the 
glory of England and of Elizabeth, and in chastising and 
despoilingthe '' proud Don," now regarded as the national 
enemy. These reigning motives gave a character of lofti- 
ness and a tincture of chivalry to the early emprises of the 
English in the New World, even when their expeditions 
were undertaken to promote private and mercenary inter- 
ests. In'the instance of Raleigh, '' chivalry had left the 
land and launched upon the de^ ;" and Sir Philip Sidney, 
the knight who '* nourished high thoughts in a heart of 
courtesy,'* would have been the volunteer companion of the 
enterprises of Drake, and was only overruled in this pur 
pose by the commands of his royal mistress. 

Before entering upon the life of Drake, — or, more prop 
erly the narrative of those adventures and exploits which 
form its interest and an animating episode in English his- 
tory, — it may be necessary to give a brief and rapid sketch 
of the voyages and discoveries of some of the early 
navigators in the South Sea previous to his memorable 
circumnavigation, selecting the more interesting and sao* 
cessful of these attempts. 
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In attempting to discover a passage to Eastern India by 
the west, a short road to the gams and spices, the gold and 
gems of known and of imaginary regions, Columbus had, 
as it were by accident, stumbled upon America,-— on those 
islands of the Western Indies which he at first concluded 
to be the rich countries his sagacity and boldness had taught 
him to search for in this new direction. The discovery of 
the continent soon followed that of the islands of Amefica ; 
and though the real wealth and importance of this New 
World could not be magnified beyond their value by the 
exaggerations and flatteries of the first voyagers, they were 
soon overlooked, and ambition and cupidity pointed to other 
regions of more abounding riches and higher civilization, 
overflowing with all that the sordid covet or the ambitious 
desire. The discoveries of the Portuguese had extended 
to regions where the harvest of the European adventurer 
was prepared before he visited the field. This inflamed 
the avidity of the Spaniards ; and the land discovered by 
Columbus, after a time, came to be regarded as almost an 
impediment to the progress of adventure which might be 
crowned with like rewards. Cortez had not yet discovered 
Mexico ; Peru and New Spain were still unknown ; and 
though the few strange animals and beautifiil birds, and 
the nch vegetable productions brought home as the first- 
firuits of discovery in a savage and unsettled country, were 
admired as specimens and symbols, these were not the wealth 
which the Old World valued, nor were the lands that pro- 
duced them the regions which were to reatize the romantic 
dreams of an immediate and overflowing acquisition of the 
most rare and precious commodities of the East. Colum- 
bus had at first mistaken the islands he discovered for those 
of Eastern India. Cuba he fancied a part of Asia ; but, 
once convinced of his mistake by the discovery of the con- 
tinent of America, and by farther research, his bold genius 
and instinctive sagacity suggested the necessity of a sea 
farther west, washing the opposite side of the new conti- 
nent, and dividing it, probably by a narrow passage, firom 
the land he sought. It has been alleged that nis conjecture 
was confirmed by very early information of the actual ex- 
istence of this western sea ; and, as we shall afterward 
see, the shores of the new continent were explored firom 
the Golf of St. Lawrence to Rio de la Plata, to discovei 

B2 
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the strait whidi must fonn the channel of cottwnnnication. 
The search for this passage to the oriental islands was the 
last labour in which Golmnbas engaged, — ^his fimd and 
most disastrous Toyage being underteken for this especia] 
object But the discoveTy remained a legacy^ which thk 
great man bequeathed to spirits cast in similar mould with 
Sis own. From the mount he had obtained a view of the 
promised land, but was denied the felicity of reaching it, 
or of tasting its fruits. 

The court of Spain was soon fully aware Af the import- 
ance of following up the researches to which Columbus fel 
a martyr, and in which so many brave men had perished 
though their fate only enkindled anew the ardour of dis 
covery. The New World was become the grand letter 
of the Old, in which each adventurer, unwarned by the fed! 
ure and disappointment of his predecessor, promised him 
self the great prize. State policy and ambition were tbui 
powerfully seconded by individual enterprise, zeal, or ra 
pacity. Portugal and Spam, in their successive discoveries 
reacted upon each other. The discoveries of the naviga 
tors of the former nation, so rapid and spleYidid in the eai 
lier part of the fifteenth century, and the more illustriou 
success of Columbus, had now planted the cross and th' 
devices of their sovereigns and nations, as the insigni: 
of conquest and possession, on many a league of barbarou 
coast in Africa and in America ; and though those unex 
plored dominions may be thought to have lain too far apai 
to produce clashing interests, the discovery of the Brazil 
^y the Portuguese on the one hand, and the probability o 
the Spaniards attaining easy access to their East India pog 
sessions on the other, begot great international jealousief 
Rome was stUl the court of final ^peal to Christendom 
and the pope the source wh^ice all new rights of sow 
reignty were derived. A bull of donation issued by the to 
iiunous Alexander VI. fixed as limits of partition a meridiai 
drawn 100 leagues west of the Azores and Cape de Yen 
Islands ; and assigned to Spain the dominion of all land 
newly discovered, or to be discovered, as far as 180 degree 
to the west of this line ; and to Portu^ all that lay withii 
the same extent eastward of the meridian assumed. 

Neither England nor France acknowledged any righ 
UMent in the pope to make such magnim^ent ^Ab a 
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wdoiown territory. The former power sent otit diwoirererf 
without demanding leave of his holiness ; imd the French 
kinff shrewdly remarked, that he should Kke to see the will 
of Father Adam before he helieved such donations Were 
made exclusively to these favoured princes. Though neither 
Spain nor Poitugal questioned the inherent ri^t of the 
pope to gift the world to them as a theatre for plunder and 
spoliation, where they mivfat at their pleasure rob the hea- 
then or gentiles, as the Indians were called by the eariy 
voyagers, the limits of partition became a long and fertile 
subject df difference between themselves. 

After the discovery of Cuba by Columbus, it was for a 
time believed to be a part of Asia, and the continent so ar- 
dently sought ; and, by a subtle and selfish interpretation 
of the papal grant, the Spaniards pretended to believe that 
all lands reached by a course taken from the west of this 
must be their territory, and that Portuguese discovery and 
lawful dominion could only be prosecuted and acquired from 
the east. This belief, resd or pretended, afforded Spain an- 
other motive to the prosecution of more distant discoveriea 
in the western direction. But time passed On ; and though 
the existence of the South Sea, long a probable conjecture, 
became every year more confirmed, little progress was made 
in useful discovery previous to the memorable voyage of 
Magalhanes; though repeated attempts, which we shall 
bri^y notice, had Iwen made by different nations to discover 
the desired ocean. 

So early as 1496 the English, emulous of tha maritime 
glory recently acquired by Spain and Portugal, and indiffer- 
ent to the pope's charter of donation, fitted out an armament 
for discovery, which was conducted, under letters-patent 
from Henry VII., by John Cabot, a native of Venice, and 
his three sons, Sebastian, Lewis, and Sanctius. It appears 
to have been his object to seek for a western passage to the 
north of the new Spanish discoveries, and to reach Cafjiay 
in India by this route. In prosecution of this great scheme 
Cabot» in 1497, discovered the American contment, proba-* 
bly at Newfoundland ; and his son Sebastian, in two suo- ' 
cessive voyages performed in 1498 and 1517, explored a 
great extent of the coast, from Hudson's Bay on the nozUi 
as far as Virginia on the south. Although unsuccess^ in 
the attaitiiuent of their immediate objeet, Siese YojaptkkKm 
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justly entitled the English to the high distinction of befaig 
the first discoverers of the American continent. 

Thus early was the idea of a north-west passage cherished 
in England. Three years after the voyage of Cabot (in 
1500) Gaspar Gortereal, a Portuguese gentleman, under Uie 
sanction of King Emanuel, pursued the track of the Cabots 
for the same object. Sailing along the east coast of New- 
foundland, he reached the northern extremity of that island, 
and discovered the mouth of the St. Lawrence, which, with 
some appearance of probability, he concluded to be the open- 
ing to the west which he sought. He sailed also along the 
coast of Labrador, and appears to have reached nearly to 
Hudson's Bay, whence he returned to Portugal to report 
his discovery. There is a painful interest connected with 
this early navigation. On a second voyage undertaken to 
complete the discovery the ship was wrecked, and his brother, 
Michael' Gortereal, fitted out three ships, and sailed into 
these unknown seas in search of Gaspar. The vessels ar- 
rived at a part of the coast where there were several inlets 
and rivers* mouths ; and each ship, in the hope of discover- 
ing the wrecked mariners, took a different course, agreeing 
to meet on a fixed day. Two of the vessels found the ap- 
pointed rendezvous, but the imfortunate Michael shared the 
fiaite of the brother he had come to succour. Neither of them 
were ever heard of more. The third and eldest Gortereal 
still remained, and held a high appointment at the court of 
Emanuel. He would now have devoted himself to the 
search g( his brothers, probably still surviving and languish- 
ing upon some barbarous coast ; but his affectionate design 
was overruled by the king, who would not consent to a third 
sacrifice. In memory of the disastrous fortunes of the Gor- 
tereals, it is said that the sea at the entry of the St. Law- 
rence was long called by the Portuguese The Gulf of the 
iThree Brothers, 

Though important discoveries and improvements were 
made in nautical and geographical science during the fif- 
teenth century, navigation remained for many generations 
subsequent to the voyages of the Gortereals uncertain and 
imperfect ; nor was it till the era of Gook that those subor- 
dinate contrivances and that system of discipline and inter- 
nal regulation which now ensure the health and comfort 
of sattmen on long voyages were at all known. All distant 
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maritime undertakings were attended with uncertainty, if 
not with great peril ; and in the early periods of American 
discovery the loss of tife was immense, though it often arose 
as much from privation and hardship as &om shipwreck. 
There is, however, a class of hardy and resolute spirits on 
whom danger acts as the strongest stimulant to renewed 
effort ; and a single instance of success, or the report of one, 
was sufficient to obliterate the memory of a hundred fail- 
ures. No sooner was one band destroyed than a new one 
embarked in the same perilous track, in the pursuit of fame 
and wealth, or impelled by that restless and roving spirit 
of adventure which marks the man who is born a ssHor. 

Among the most renowned of these adventurous voyagers 
was Vicente Yanez Pinzon, one of three intrepid brothers, 
who by their means and their influence aided Uolumbus in 
overcoming the many obstacles which opposed his daring 
and doubtful enterprise, and became the companions of his 
first great voyage. Dissuisions and jealousies afterward 
sprung up among these friends, and their succeeding enter- 
prises were prosecuted apart. Of these the most memo- 
rable was undertaken by Vicente Yanez after the death of 
his elder brother, Martin Alonzo. In December, 1499, he 
Bailed from the small port of Palos,* in Andalusia, with an 
armament of four caravels, and accompanied by two sons 
of his deceased brother and some of the seamen and pilots 
who had sailed with Columbus in his late expedition to the 
coast of Paria. Passing the Cape de Yerd Islands, the ex- 
pedition sailed about threef hundred leagues south-west. 
They had scarcely passed the equinoctial line when the fleet 
was overtaken by a fearful tempesL The ships drifted on 
before the hurricane at a furious rate, and drove so far south, 
that when the storm abated and the heavens brightened the 
polar star was no longer to be seen. The dismay of t^f^se 
mariners, in the middle of the ocean, deprived of their oiilj 
guide, may be conceived. The beautiful constellation of this 

* In the neighboarbood of Palos the descendants of Uie Hnzons flou- 
rish to this day, in much the same condition an when their aneestors 
embarked witb Colombus, ^*a stanch, enpurinff ftmily, which for thres 
eentnriefl has stood merely upon its virtues.'* For this knowledfe ws 
art indebted to Mr. WastUngton Irving, whose pUgrimags to Palos forflui 
a romantic sequel to hie Life of Columbus 

t In Mr. Waahtagton Irving's relation of this voyage ths distanee Is 
BUde seven huodrad leagues, which is erideatly a mlq^t. 
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new hemisphere, the South Cross, was not yet become 
the cynosure of the wanderer in these untracked seas. But 
the' continent had now been discovered ; and Pinzon, aware 
of the rich field which lay before him, was resolutely bent 
on exploring its coasts. He made sail south-west, and, pro* 
ceeding about two hundred and forty leagues, in 8 degrees 
south, on the 20th January, 1500, beheld land in the dis- 
tance, which they named Santa Maria de la Consolacion, 
now known as Cape St. Augustine, a point on the most 
prominent part of the immense empire of Brazil. Pinzon 
went on shore, and with the usual formalities took posses- 
sion of this territory for the crown of Spain. At this time 
no natives, were seen, though large footprints were traced 
<m the sand ; but at night fires were beheld on the coast, and 
next day the Spaniards landed, and were encountered by a 
band of Indians of a more fierce and warlike character than 
any of those in more northern latitudes with whom previous 
experience had familiarized them. They were men of large 
stature, armed with bows and arrows, of ferocious features 
and haughty looks, who regarded the flittering toys and 
trinkets spread out to gain their friendship with indifference 
or contempt. They were a nomadic race, and prowled 
about chiefly in the night. Baffled here, Pinzon held south- 
west along the coast, and approached one of his greatest 
discoveries. At its threshold a painful adventure occurred. 
Coming to the mouth of a river too shallow to admit the 
ships, he sent the boats on shore filled with men well armed. 
From the banks of the river they saw a number of Indians 
on an adjoining height ; and a single Spaniard, armed with 
his sword and buckler, ventured to approach them, making 
signs of amity, and inviting a return of kindness. He threw 
thiBm a string of hawks' bells, the jingle of which made 
tbU^ A fkvounte toy with the simple children of the New 
WoiU. While he picked up a piece of gold which the 
Ai^tives threw to hhn, they rushed down to overpower and 
fieize him, bat not before he stood on the defensive, wielding 
his swofd so dexterously that he held them at bay till his 
oonundes came m> to his assistance. The single-handed 
Takmr of ih* solmer had at first somewhat discomfited the 
Indians ; bat tbey speedily ndlied, killed eight or ten of the 
fipaniaids with their darts and arrows, and pursued the 
whole party even into the water, where they seiz^ an(l bpro 
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bit one of the boats. The desperate defence of the Span« 
iards, who pierced through or ripped up many of the natives^ 
only seired to inflame the valour and ferocity of theu^ 
brother-warriors ; and the Europeans, defeated and dis<< 
heartened, were glad, after severe loss and complete defeat^ 
to retire to their ships unr6venged. On sailing north-wesft 
forty leagues farther, the seamen were astonished to find 
the water of the ocean so fresh that it could be employed fo^ 
Che ordinary purposes of the fleet, and even to fill the casksi 
From this circuibstance Pinzon naturally inferred the size 
of that mighty river, the streams of which actually fresh-^ 
ened the Atlantic for many leagues from the shore, and alsd 
the extent of the vast continent whence its waters were col-* 
lected and through which they flowed. Thus was diseov* 
ered the far-famra Maranon, now known as the river of Ama« 
zons, or rather as the Orellana and the Amazon. At seve* 
ral of the islands lying along the banks of this immense 
river Pinzon's company landed. The natives were found a 
free-hearted, kindly, confiding race, ready to share whatever 
they possessed with their visiters, who, after the approved 
custom of Spanish navigators, repaid this trtistfulness and 
hospitality by making thirty-six of the Indiana captives. 
Still holding northward, the crew, after many perils, had 
the felicity once more to greet the polar star. Passing the 
Oronoko, Pinzon, in the Gulf of Paria, took in a cargo of* 
that wood which gives the name of Brazil to so large a por« 
tion of the continent ; and issuing by the Dragon's Throatf 
the fleet steered for Hispaniola. 

This voyage, which was full of vicissitude and perilous 
adventure, terminated in nothing of present importancOf 
though Pinzon was willing to flatter himself that he htA 
found the East Indies ; and carried home whatever gavdf 
weeds attracted the notice of his people, as specime^i M 
the valuable spices and drugs which were known to abetal 
in these regions. The only valuable production waf thci 
die-wood y and the greatest curiosity an opossum, which 
found hi more favour at the court of Spain than any othef 
of its fbllow-passengers. 

Seven years later, a new voyage Wai ittdertakeni hjt 
Vicente Yanez and De Solis^ for the epaoifie-piiiposa j»r 
discovering the western passage to the EJiMt Mdies. ^ H# 
bad previoosl]^ examined the wboW toMi kvm ParU l9 
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Darien; This new expedition sailed in June, 1508,. and the 
navigators- being now familiarized with the track, they at 
once stood' Ibr Cape Sl Augustine. Coasting to 40 de- 
grees south, they here and there landed and erected crosses, 
the usual signs of taking possession for the King of Cas- 
tile. Jealousies' and disputes, the bane of so many con- 
joined maritime expeditions, terminated this unsatisfac- 
torily ; and the commanders returned in the following year 
to Spain, to refer their disputes to the government, which 
ended in De Solis being for a time thrown into prison. 

Roderigo de Bastida, a Spanish gentleman, in 1500, 
fitted out an expedition of two ships, in partnership with 
John de la Cosa, who had been a pilot under Columbus, 
and was accounted an experienced and skilful mariner. 
They steered directly for the continent, and discovered the 
land now called the Spanish Main. Though they encoun- 
tered many difficulties their voyage was prosperous ; — ^but 
the desired strait was not yet found. 

In the year following the shipwieck of the Corterealsy 
1501, Americus Yespucius, a Florentine in the service of 
the Kin^ of Portugal, explored the coast of South America,* 
which did not then bear his name, for 600 leagues to the 
south, and from Cape St. Augustine 150 leagues to the 
west, without, however, falling in with the Rio de la Plata, 
which, when subsequently discovered, was imagined the 
entrance to a strait leading to the Western Ocean. 

Columbus, haunted to his last hour with the desire of 
penetrating to India through the sea which he confidently 
believed lay to the west of the New World, now far ad- 
vanced in life, and suffering the penalties of a premature 
old age, was vainly soliciting at the ungratefiil court of Fer^ 
dinand and Isabella the means of prosecuting his great 
dlaqfyvery to a favourable termination, when the Portuguese 
fliset, loaded- with the most precious and rare commodities 
of oriental countries, returned to Lisbon. From the do- 
minions of those ** ffentile nations," existing in the East 
in a state of high civilization and refinement, and where 
commerce, industry, and the arts had long flourished, Spain 
had hitherter derived no advantage. Avarice and ambition 
were aiooaed'bgr the view of her rival's prosperity; and 
what hod been refosed to the prayer of Columbus was 
granted to t/g» hope of fresh conq)aest,^ and of spoils firoa 
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Uiat seat of pomp, riches^ and elegance which might bd 
reached by A nearer and more secure path that shouki 
belong exclusivdiy to Spain. Columbus accordingly ob« 
tained a small armament, but once more failed in hSi main 
object, though he made several important discoveries. 
The issue of this last voyaee was, however, most disas- 
tRHM to himself; and, foUeu and baffled, persecuted and 
heart-broken, he abandoned for ever his darling scheme of 
pursuing that grand discovery of which the West Indies 
and the American continent now appeared to him but thd^ 
first step. 

In the years immediately subsequent, many discoveries, 
were made on the Atlantic coasts of America, sometimes 
when the adventurers were in pursuit of wild and fentastic 
objects. Among the wonders of the New World was th^ 
Fountain of Youth, situated, according to Indian tradition^ 
in the fabled island of Bimini, and possessing the power of 
renewing youth and restoring vigour to whoever dipped im 
its waters. It is but fair to suppose that some of these 
marvellous legends were employed by the adventurers as 
pious frauds to engage their mutinous but credulous fol^ 
lowers in dangerous and difficult enterprises. While in: 
search of this marvellous fountain, Juan Ponce discovered 
the bk>oming coast which he named Florida. But, amid 
many discoveries, no nearer approach was made to that 
ocean which, it was now clear to demonstration, must wash 
ihfi western shores of the new continent, as it was unques- 
tionably ascertained that the east coast of China was 
bounded by an open sea« 

The discovery madein I5l3 by Vasco Nunez de Balboa, 
governor of a colony established at Santa Maria in Darieui 
was confirmation beyond dispute. He had seen this oceail. 
with his eyes, and had phmged intq its waves. The d^ 
sire of gold, die main object of all the sobo^dinftte advent 
turers, was the ultimate cause of the discovery of the South 
Sea. Vasco Nunez, a man of talents, and of the highest 
courage and capaci^, was one of the most illustrious of 
the companions of Gohmibus. While living at his Uttld 
ffovemment he made many incursions into the interior^ and^ 
being of a free and generous nature, he often gained tho 
good-will of the caciques whom he had conquered. Hd 
alid hift Allowed in these predatory adventures had thUf 
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acquired a considerable quantity of gold, — ^which the Eo* 
dians justly called the god of the Spaniards, — and also 
knowledge of the interior. The first distinct intimation of 
the mighty ocean to the west was indirectly given while the 
followers of V asco Nunez quarrelled about the division of 
their spoils. " Why," exclaimed a young cacique, indig- 
nantly throwing the gold out of the scales, — " why qjaxr^ 
rel for this trash 1 n you are so passionately fond of gold, 
as for its sake to abandon your own country, and disturb 
the tranquillity of cursor I will lead you to a region where 
the meanest utensil is formed of this metal wmch seenw 
so much the object of your admiration." Balboa eagerly 
caught itt the indication, and, with incredible hardship^ 
crossed the Isthmus of Darien, that great glen of the New 
World, and, from the suimnit where Captain Drake after- 
ward stood, beheld the South Sea rolling below, and 
stretching away in boundless perspective. Coming to a 
vast bay, which he' liamed the Uulf of St. Michael, Balboa, 
displaying a banner, marched knee-deep into the rushing 
tide, and took possession of all those seas and shores. Her 
exacted coiitaributions in gold and provisions; and being- 
told by the natives of a country to the south where the 
people possessed abundance of gold, and used beasts of 
burden, the rude figure of the lama traced on the beaehf 
suggested to him the camel, the slave of man in the East, 
and confirmed him in the opinion of the close vicinity of 
the East Indies. Tidings of this great discovery were 
immediately transmitted to Spain, and received with de- 
light and triumph. 

After the 'premature and violent death of Yasco Nunez, 
the colony on the Darien continued to extend their know- 
ledge of the Pacific, and to make excursions in small barks, 
ancf form trifling settlements. Larger vessels were soon 
constructed ; and violently taking possession of some 
small islands in the Gulf of St. Michael, which they 
named the Pearl Islands, the Spaniards exacted from their 
conquered subjects a large annual tribute in pearls. Such 
were the first-fruits of European dominion in the Pacific. 

As the hope of reaching the oriental Spice Islands by a 
passage through a strait decayed, the design was formed 
of establishing a regular intercourse across the isthmus, 
and an entrepot between the Old and the New World; 
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and a settlement was formed at Panama, from whence 
vessek were to visit those eastern isles. This scheme also 
foiled ; and after the return to Spain of an expedition of 
discovery frustrated by the accidental death of De Solis, 
who, in discovering the Rio de la Plata, was murdered by 
the natives, the voyage of Magellan was undertaken. 

Fernando Magalhanes was a native of Portugal, and 
had served with reputation under Albuquerque in India. 
Disgusted at the neglect shown to him by his own court,* 
he offered his services to Charles V. ; ai^d they were doubly 
welcome, as his cosmography enabled him to demonstrate 
that the Molucca Islands, which he undertook to reach 
through a strait in the American continent, fell within the 
boundary of the pope's grant to l^pain. Following the 
approved fashion of too many courts, and discovering 
too late the merit they had contemned, the Portuguese re- 
monstrated through their ambassador, and even tric^ to bribe 
back the man they had insulted. But Magellan preferred 
the service of Charles V. ; and on the 30th of September, 
1519, the five ships which formed his squadron sailed from 
San Lucar on one of the most celebrated voyages the 
world had yet witnessed. On the 26th the fleet took in 
wood and water at Teneriffe ; and on the 13th December 
came to anchor in a port they named Santa Lucia, in the 
20th degree of south latitude, and on the coast of Brazil. 
This has sometihies been supposed the Rio de Janeiro of the 
Portuguese, but modem observation does not confirm the 
opinion. The natives immectiately surrounded the ships 
in their canoes. They appeared a confiding, credulous, 
ffood-hearted race, and readily gave provisions in exchange 
for trifling wares. Pigafetta Vicentia, a chronicler of the 
voyage and a lover of the marvellous, says, " It was not 
uncommon to see men of 125 or 140 years old among 
them." They were believed to be without religion, and 
lived in large communities rather than in households, one 
noisy cabin containing a hundred families. Of these peo- 
ple we are told, that on first seeing the ships' boats un- 
loosened, they named them the children of the ships, and 
feneied they had been sucking their mothers. That they 

* In an old voyage we see it stated, that the cause of Magellan's dis* 
fust was being remaed an addition to his pay, which would amount to 
about an Engiiah crown a month ( 
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really believed what the structure or the poverty c 
their language indicated to the Spaniards is beyond proba,^ 
bility. They brought the Spaniards baskets of potatoei^^ 
or batatesj the name they gave to a species of the root no^ 
known over all the civilized world ; Pigafetta says the^ 
resembled turnips, and tasted like chestnuts. These na»^ 
tives of Brazil had short curly hair. They ate their ene^ 
jnies, painted their faces and bodies, and the men perfo*.^ 
rated their lips in three places, into which ornaments made 
of flint were introduced. 

Weighing anchor on the 27th December the squadron 
sailed southward, and on the 11th January reached Cape 
Santa Maria on the Rio de la Plata, and took in wood and 
water. Near this place Juan de Solis had about seven years 
before been murdered by the natives, and the Indians now 
kept at a wary distance from their visiters. Sailing north- 
ward, and touching at different places, the fleet, on Easter 
£ve, 1630, came to an anchor in a port which they named 
St. Julian ; and there Magellan remained for five months. 
Discontent, and at last open mutiny, broke out in the fleet, 
and was only quelled by great,though, in the circumstances 
of Magellan, justifiable severity, as the ringleaders were 
funong the Spanish ofiicers, who grumbled at the authority 
of a Portuguese commander. 

While the fleet lay in Port St. Julian, the Santiago, one 
of the ships, made an exploratory cruise, and on the 8d 
May, the feast of the Holy Cross, discovered the river 
nitmed Santa Cruz, in which the vessel was afterward 
wrecked. The crew, after suffering great hardship, ulti- 
mately rejoined the squadron. The long period which the 
fleet passed in Port SL Julian enabled the Spaniards to 
form an intimate acquaintance with the natives. They 
had at first concluded the country uninhabited ; but one 
day 'an Indian, well made and of gigantic size, came caper- 
ing and singing to the beach, throwing dust upon his head 
in token of amity. A Spanish seaman was sent on shore, 
and directed to imitate the gestures of this merry savage, 
who was of such immense stature that a middle-sized Cas- 
tilian only reached to his waisL He was large in propor- 
tion, and altogether a formidable apparition, his body being 
painted all over, his broad face stained red, save a yellow 
ipircle about his eyes. A couple of stag's home adornwl 
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«ach cheek. His favourite colour seemed to be yellow, 
which has a good effect upon a dark ground. His hair was 
covered with a white powder. His clothing, formed of the 
ridns of the guanaco,* covered his body from head to foot, 
wrapping round the arms and legs, and was sewed together 
all in one piece, like the dress of the ancient Irish. Shoes 
made of the skins of the same animal, which made the feet 
of the Indians appear round and large, procured for these 
tribes the name of Pata-gones, or clumsy'hoofei^ the ori^ 
of the term Patagonians. The arms of the Patagonian 
were a stout bow and arrow^ — the former strung with gut, 
the latter tipped with flint-stones sharpened. The voice 
of this man was like that of a bull. He went aboard the 
ship of the captain-general, where he appeared quite at his 
ease, ate, drank, and made merry, till, seemg his own image 
in a large lookins-glass, he started back in alaarm, and threw 
down four Spaniards. The good reception of the first giant 
brought more to the beach, who were taken on board and 
feasted, six of them eating as much as would have satisfied 
twenty Spaniards. The first Indian had pointed to the 
sky, as if to inquire whether the Europeans had descended 
from thence ; and they all wondered that the ships should 
be so large and the men so smaU. They were in genend 
dressed uid armed like the first visiter. They had short 
hair, and carried their arrows stuck in a fillet bound round 
their heads. They ran with amazing swiftness, and de- 
voured their meat raw as soon as it was obtained. These 
tribes practised bleeding by rudely cupping the part affected, 
and produced vomiting by thrusting an arrow eighteen 
inches long down the throat of the patient. Magellan 
wished to carry home som& of this singular race, and Eu- 
ropean crafl was basely opposed to Indian confidence and 
credulity. Fixing on two of the youngest and handsomest 
of the Indians, he presented them with toys, trinkets, and 
iron, tfll their hands were filled ; then, as ornaments, rings 
of iron were put upon their legs, by which they were fet- 
tered. Their struggles for freedom, and shrieking to their 

* The eamelus kunanacus of LtniueuSt a species of lama. This 
animal, described by Pigafetta as having the body of a camel, the legs of 
a stag. Che tail of a horse, and the head and ears of ainiiie« exoited great 
•mazetuent among the Sjianis) seamen. 

C % 
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god SeUboSf* only excited the mockery of those who, infe- 
nor m strength, had overmastered them hy auming and 
tveadbery. Their chief demon could not emancipate them 
fiom the power of the inhospitable Spaniards. A plan to 
■eeore two fiemales, that the breed of giants might be in- 
troduced into Europe, foiled, and Magellan lost one of his 
eompany in the in&mous stratagem employed to entrap the 
women. 

On the S4th August the fleet left Port St. Julian, after 
taking possession of 'the country for the King of Spain by 
the customary ceremonial of erecting a cross, — the symbol 
of salvation so often degraded into an ensign of usurpation, 
if not of rapacity and cruelty, in the fidrest portions of the 
New World. Two months were afterward passed at the 
newly-discovered Santa Cruz, where the squadron was wdl 
suppUed with wood and water ; and on the 18th October 
they stood southward, and discovered Cape de las Virgines, 
and shortly afterward the desired strait. After carefiil 
examination of the entrance, a council was held," at which 
the pilot, Estevan Gomez, voted iar returning to Spain to 
refit; while the bolder and more resolute spirits were 
decided to proceed and complete their discovery. Magellan 
heard all in silence, and then firmly declared, that were he^ 
instead of the slighter hardships already suffered, reduced 
to eat the hides, or the ship's yards, his determination was 
to make good his promise to the emperor. On pain of 
death every one was forbidden to speak of the shortness of 
provisions or of home, — ^which, though a somewhat an« 
satia&ctory mode of stifling the pangs <J hunger or the lang» 
ings of afiection, equally well answered the purpose of th» 
captain-ffeneraL 

The £et were now in the strait, and on the flrst ni^ 
saw on the south shore many fires, and gsve that land the 
long ftuniliar name of Tierra del Fuego. As we must 
hereafter follow the navigation of Drake through Magel* 
lan's Straits, it is enough to record, that, thir^-eeven «iay« 
after he had discovered Cape de las Virgines, Magellan, on 
seeing the South Sea expanding before him, burst into a 
passion of tears, and onlered public thanksgiving to be 

« 

-* Thederomcrt'Callbsn'SdainjandsappasedtobebOROWedbyflhaks- 
^fitn from U» narratiye of tliis voyage. 
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made hj tht fleet The stnit was fyand to be 110 kagaes 
in length. 

The loss of the Santiago, and the desertion of the St. 
Antonio at the eastern entrance, had now reduced the fleet 
to three ships. With these Magellan held a northeriy 
course, to r^ch a milder climate, me crews having already 
sufiered severely from extreme cold, and also to escape the 
storms encountered about the western opening of the 
stiait. 

On the 24di January, 1621, they discovered an islanc^ 
which was named San Pablo in memory of the last of the 
two captive Patagonians, who died here after receiving bap- 
tim ; and on the 4th February another small island was 
seen, and called Tiburones, or Sharks' Island. The fleet 
had BOW sufiered so much from the want of provisions and 
fresh water, and from the ravages of the scurvy, that, 
depressed by their condition and prospects, they named the 
next discoveries the Vnfortunate Islands. The sufferings 
ot the crews, for three months after entering the Pacific, 
are too painiful to be related. Twenty died of mere ex- 
haustion, or of scurvy ; and the condition of the remainder, 
reduced to chew the leather found about the ropes of the 
ship, and to drink salt water, was one of the severest dis- 
tress. Their only solace was a series of delightful weather ; 
fair winds carrying them smoothly onwards. To this cir* 
ciiinstonce the South Sea owes its name of PacifiC) a title 
which many succeeding seamen have thought it ill deserved. 
Now we first hear of Europeans seeing from the Pacific the 
star of the South Pole. On the 6th of March land was 
discovered ; at first three fair and apparently fertile islands, 
inhahited and likefy to afford succour to the fleet. The 
Indians immediately came off to the ships in their canoes, 
bringing cocoanuts, yams, and rice. On these poor island- 
ers, whose thievish propensities obtained for this group the 
appellation of the Ladrones, Magellan took signal vengeance 
lor small offence. A skiff was stolen from the side of the 
Capitana, or admiral's ship, upon which Magellan landed 
with ninety men, burnt huts, plundered provisions, and 
killed some of the natives, who are described as a simple, 
and harmless, unresisting race. From the 16th to the 18th 
of March other islands were discovered, forming the group 
then called the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, but now known 
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as part of the Philippines. The inhaoitants were found to 
be a finendly and comparatively civilized people. They 
wore ornaments of gold ; and, though otherwise nearly 
naked, had headdresses of embroidered silk. They were 
tattooed, and perfumed their bodies with aromatized oils. 
They cultivated the land, raised crops, and formed stores of 
spices. On the 25th the fleet left Humunu, the principal 
island of the group, and afterward touched at different 
islands of the same archipelago. The picture given of these 
islanders by the early navigators is especially attractive and 
interesting, from being the first account obtained by Euro- 

?eans of the tribes of Polynesia ; but, in the voyages of 
)rake and Dampier, we shall meet with them agam un- 
changed in any respect, and under the observation of more 
enlightened and accurate historians than the credulous 
Piffafetta. 

At a small island named Mazagua, and supposed to be 
the Limasava of modem charts, a slave on board the fleet, 
by name Enrique and a native of Sumatra, was able to 
make himself understood by the natives, and acted as the 
interpreter of Magellan in explaining the reasons of the 
visit of the Spaniards, and the terms of peaceful commerce 
and friendly intercourse which tbey wished to establish 
between themselves and the islanders. Mutual presents 
were made, and ceremonial visits exchanged ; the captain- 
general doing every thing likely to impress the Indians with 
the power and superiority of Europeans, and the dignity 
of the king his master. At this island the chief, with 
whom Magellan formed a close friendship, was served in 
vessels of porcelain and of gold. The Spaniards saw can- 
dles made of gums, rolled up in palm-leaves. The chief^ 
or king, was a remarkably handsome man, of olive com- 
plexion, with lon^ black hair ; his body elegantly tattooed, 
and perfumed ^mth gums and vegetable oils. He was. 
adorned with gold earrings, and on each finger wore three 
rings.* About his middle he wore a tunic of cotton cloth 
embroidered with silk and eold, which descended to the 
knees ; and wrapped around his head was a turban or veQ 

* Tbere is a learned dispute among ttie old critics on the eariy 
vo]rages, whether the Latin narrative is here accurately truudateo^ 
—rings of gold on the fingers,— Instead of spots of sold on the 
teeth. 
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«f silk. A long dagger worn at tlie side, with a handle of 
gold, and a scabbard of exquisitely-carred wood, completed 
the handsome costume of this semi-barbaric prince. At 
this island we first hear of the betel and areca. At meals 
the diief sat cross-legged in the Turkish feshion ; and, 
Pigafetta says, made the sign of the cross before eating, 
though entirely ignorant of Christianity ; — ^before drinking, 
the ung always raised his hands to heaven. His native 
title was rajah. The people here aduiowledged one Su- 
preme Being whom they called Abba, and whom they wor- 
shipped liftmg their heads and clasped hands towards 
heaven. Magellan was at this time first seized with the 
violent desire of making proselytes, in which he easifgr 
succeeded. A cross was erected on a hill-top, whi<m» 
the natives were told, if duly adored would defend them 
from lightning, tempest, and dl calamities. Such were the 
first Cl&ristian missionary labours among these Indian 
islands. Gold was seen here in some abundance, vessels 
and ornaments being made of it ; but iron was more valued, 
a native preferring a knife to a double pistole offered inez^ 
change for his rice and bananas. The commodities brought 
to the ships were hogs, goats, fowls, rice, millet, maize, 
eocoanuts, oranges, citrons, ginger, and figs. On the re* 
quest of the raj^, part of the Spanish crew went on shors 
to help in gathering in the rice-harvest; but the poor 
prince, who had assisted on the previous day at mass, and 
afterward at a banquet given by Magellan, had either sur^ 
feited himself, or nad got so drunk that all business was 
deferred till the next day, when the seamen discharged this 
neighbourly ofiSce, and in two days saw harvest-home in 
Mazagua. 

On the 5th of April the fleet sailed, the king attending it 
in his pirogue. Being unable to keep up with the squadron, 
he was taken on board with his retinue ; and on the 7th 
April they entered the harbour of Zebu,— an island memo- 
rable from the death of Magellan, and as the place where 
the first settlement of the Spaniards in the Philippines was 
afterward made. The accounts which the captam-general 
had received of the riches and power of the King of Zebu 
made it a pomt of good policy to impress that prince and 
his subjects with the greatness of the Spaniards. The 
chips entered the harbour with aO their colours fiying ; and 



34 CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITT. 

a grand salute from all the cannon caused great consterna- 
tion among the islanders. An ambassador, attended by the 
interpreter Enrique, was sent on shore, charged with a 
message importing the high consideration which the King 
of Spain, the greatest monarch on earth, and his obtain- 
general Magellan, entertained for the King of Zebu. He 
also announced that the fleet had come to take in provisions, 
and give merchandise in exchange, and that the captain- 
general wished to pay his respects to a prince he had heard 
so handsomely spoken of by the chief of Mazagua. The 
king, who acted through his ministers, gave the strangers 
welcome, but would not dispense with the payment of cer- 
tain port-dues, which, however, were passed from when he 
came to know that the " greatest monarch on earth' Vwould 
pay dues to no man ; and that, though his servants came 
in peace, they were prepared for war. The representations 
of a Moorish merchant then in the port, who had heard of 
Portuguese conquest in the East, swayed the chief of Zebu ; 
and in a few days, every requisite ceremony being observed, 
a treaty offensive and defensive was formed. The descrip- 
tion of this people is curious and interesting : — In manners 
and in social condition they did not appear to differ from 
the natives of Mazagua. Their religion, whatever it was, 
sat lightly upon them ; for in a few days Magellan, whether 
as politician or good Catholic, had converted and baptized 
half their number. The rite was administered on shore, 
where a rude chapel was erected. Mass was performed, 
and every ceremony was observed which could deepen the 
impression of sanctity. The royal family, the Rajah of 
Mazagua, and many persons of rank were among the first 
converts. The kin? received the name of Carlos, m honour 
of the emperor. Among the sudden Christians were the 
queen and forty ladies of the court. Baptism was also 
administered to the eldest princess, the daughter of the 
king and wife of his nephew and heir-apparent, a young 
and beautiful woman. She usually wore a^white veil or 
mantilla which covered her whole body, and on her head a 
tiara of date-leaves. 

A miraculous cure, performed on the king's brother, who 

on being baptized instantly recovered of a dangerous illness, 

completed Magellan's triumph. Pigafetta gravely relates, 

**we were all ocular witnesses to this iniracle." The 

. fashionable religion of the court spread rapidly. The idols 
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were broken, the cross set op, and in less than fourteen 
days from the arrival of the squadron the whole inhabitants 
of Zebu and the neignbourin? islands were baptized, save 
those of one infidel vmage, which the captain-general burnt 
in punishment of their obstinacy, erecting a cross amid 
the ashes and the ruins he had made. Magellan now 
regularly attended mass on shore, and the queen and 
her ladies also repaired in state to the chapel. She was 
preceded by three young girls bearing her three broad 
ombrellarshaped hats formed of date-leaves ; she was dressed 
in black and white, and wore a veil of silk striped with gold, 
which covered her head and shoulders. Her ladies wore 
the same sort of screen, but were otherwise naked, save a 
ffirdle or short petticoat of pahn-cloth. Their hair hung 
kx>se. Magellan sprinkled these fair Christians with rose- 
water, in which gallantry they appeared to delight. 

Among other customs, the Zebuians drank their wine by 
sucking It up through a reed. At an entertainment given 
by the prince, the heir-apparent, four singing-giris were in- 
troduced. One beat a drum, another the kettle-dmm, a 
third two small kettle-drums, and the fourth struck cymbals 
aeainst each other. They kept excellent time, and the 
eSect was pleasing. The kettle-drums were of metal, and 
in form and effect somewhat like European bells. The 
young girls played on gongs, and the islanders had another 
musical instrument resembling the bagpipe. Their houses 
were raised t>n posts, and divided into chambers, the open 
^Nice below servmg as a shed for the domestic animals and 
poultry. Provisions were plentiful, and the Indians every- 
where showed hospitality to their visiters, constantly in- ' 
viting them to eat and drink. They appeared to enjoy the 
plearares of the table, at which they often remained for 
fixir or ^e hours. 

His maiesty of Zebu had been somewhat of a sdf-seeker 
in his sooden conversion. Reasons of state had minffled 
with his fidth, and tainted its purity. He had been tol<^ or 
had flattered himself, that a change to the religion of the 
Spaniards would render him invincible to his enemies, and 
was now about to prove his strength and his friendship for 
these new allies in vanquishing the chief of Matan, a neigh- 
bouring island. This chief had refused to pay a tribute 
haogfatily demanded by Magellan in token of fealty and 
iibmiieion to the emperor, replying, with co mmen dable 
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qpkit, that as stmurers he wished to show the Spaniaidii 
courtesy, and sent them a present, but he owed no ob& 
dience to those he had never seen before, and would pay 
them none. This spirited reply greatly incensed the cap- 
tain-general, now above measure elated^ with the success 
that had attended his late labours, apostolic and political* 
He forthwith resolved to punish the insolent chief of Matan, 
and reftised to listen to the dissuasions of his officers, and 
particularly those of Juan Serrano, who remonstrated with 
him on the impolicy of this design. 

On the 27th of April, attend^ by forty-nine Spaniards 
clothed in mail, the attack was begun on from 1500 to 
3000, or even 6000 Indians, — so variously are they estx« 
mated. The King of Zebu attended his ally with a force ; 
but his active services were declined, Magellan calculating 
upon an easy victory, and he remained in his boats. The 
battle, between crossbows and musketry, and lances and 
arrows, raged for many hours. The Indians, brave from 
the onset, rose in courare towards evening, when they had 
become familiarized with the Spanish fire, which did com- 
paratively little execution. They had now learned to take 
aim at the faces and legs of the Spaniards, which were not 
pfotected by mail, and had succeeded in cuttmg off and 
SBiffOunding a party detached by Magellan to bum a vil- 
lagiw The islanders, who had conducted themsehres all 
di^ with the greatest firmness, now pressed closer and 
hazder upon the Spaniards, who fell into disorder, and gave 
way on all sides. Magellan was wounded in the leg by a 
poisoi^ arrow. He was also repeatedly stmek on th« 
head with stones ; his helmet was twice dashed off; and 
his sword-arm being disabled, he could no l<mger defend 
himselC His men were hurrying in disorder to the boats^ 
and his new Christian ally still sat ffaasiiur on (he combat, 
which had doubtless produced a considerame change in his 
notions of Spanish prowess. The fight eontinaed down to 
the water's edge. Six or seven Spaniards were all that 
now remained with their chief. They fiHight bravely, till, 
pressed and hemmed in on all sides hf a multitude, an In- 
dian struck Magellan on the leg. He fell on his face, and 
stones and lances soon terminated his life. <* Thus," say 
the early accounts, ** perished our guide, our light, and our 
support.*' Though the rash warmre waged by MageDa» 
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^ the onofleiiding chief of Matan, who only maintained 
his own independence, cannot be defended on any pTinciple 
of juBtiee, the ]Hmnatuie and violent death, in the veiy, 
middle of lu8 career, of a navigator and diiBcoverer second 
only to Coluffihus and Gama, will ever be a cause of melan- 
f holy regret. Magellan was eminently endowed^ with the 
mialitieS nectary to a man ^iigaged in adventures like 
nose which he undertook. He had the true and rare talent 
of command; being no less beloved than respected by the 
crews, though Spanish ptkie and nationid jealousy made 
the officers sometimes murmur against his authority* . He 
was a skilful and experienced seaman ; prompt, resolutoa 
and inflexible, often carrying perseyerancte to tne point of obr 
atinacy. His former voyaffe to India, when he had reached 
AS alaooa, and the bold navigation he bad ju^ made, entitle 
Magellan to be named the first circumnavigator of the globe*' 
Eight Spaniards fell with their leader, and twenty-two 
were wounded.t Though tempting oflfers were made to 
the people of Matan to give up the body of the captaixtr 
general, thtBy would not part with so proud 9 trophy of 
victory. The result of the fatal battle of the 27th dispellea 
the illusions of the Christian king, and his opinion of the 
soperiority of the Spaniards fell more rapidly (hah lit hau 
arisen. He wished to make his peac^ with the oflTende J 
<;hief of Matan ; and with the help of the treachei^uif slave 
Enrique, who on the death of Magellan his master was im^ 
properly if not cruelly treated, the Christian Carlos formea 
a plan of -seizing the i(hips, arms, and merchandise, and^ to 
effect this, of murdering the crews in cold blood. The 
officers were invited on shore to receive, previous to their 
departure, a rich present of jewels prepared befoiie the 
death of Magellan for his most Catholic majesty. These' 
were to bo delivered at a solemn banquet. Some' of the 
dfficers suspected treachery, and among others Juan Ser- 
rano I hut they land^ to th6 number of twenty-eight. 
From the king i brother, on whom the muraole had l^n 
wioagtit, taking ^^side.the aitnonei^, and leading him into 
his own houie while the others proceeded tp tSe bsmquet, 
Joad Csjrvallo, the pilot, and another Spaniard, confirmed 
in their original suspicion, returned to the ships. They 
had scarcely reached them, when the shrieks of the victima 
#efe faeatid fiom the banquetmg-house : and the natives 

D 
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tme immediately seen dragging their dead bodies t6' tire 
water-side. The anchors were instantly raised, and several 
shots fired upon the town, the ships meanwhile crowding 
Idl saU to leave this fktal harbour. At this time Captaiil 
Juan Serrano, who had landed with extreme relaetancei 
"wta seen dragged to the shore, wounded, and tied hand 
and foot. Earnestly he entreated his countrymen to desist 
from firing, and to ransom him from this ctuel and tfeaehei* 
rous people. They turtied a deaf eai to his prayers ; and 
Serrano, second in command, as in ability and courage, to 
Magellan, was thus left at the mercy of the islanders, whiles 
kneeling on the beach, he implored his countrymen not to 
abandon him. Pigafetta relates, that " finding all his ew^ 
treaties were vain, he uttered deep imprecations, and 
Appealed to the Almighty at the great day of judgment to 
exact account of his soul from Juan Carvallo, his fellow* 
gossip." " His cries were, howevfer, disregaided," con- 
tinues the narJrator, '* and we set sail without ever hearing 
what became of him." This unmanly and cruel abandon- 
ment of a friend, commandef, and countryman is imputed 
to the hope Carvallo entertained of succeeding to thid' C0lni>' 
mand on the death of Serrano, the captains of the othelf 
ships bein? already massacred. It is but justice to th6' 
people of Zebu to mention^ thslt orie ttarir&tivrof the voyage' 
Ihiputes the indis^rimincCte massacre of the Spaniards to tt 
quarrel arising between them and the mitiVes, from fhe' 
former insulting the women. Some years idferward, it wa# 
hicidentaHy heard, that instead of being alt mui^red, eight 
of the Spaniards werecarritsd to Chinft and sold fi)r slaves. 
But the truth was never clearly asc^eftAined. 

The armament of Magellan next touched at the island 
of Bohol, where, finding tneir numbers so much Tedudsd by 
sickness and the battle of Matifn, they burned one' of the 
ships, first removing the ffuns and Stores into' the others^ 
now commanded by Garvdlo. At Zebu they had^ afanbady 
heard of the' Moluccas, their ultimate destination. They 
touched at Cbippit in Mindanao on thetr way, and after- 
ward at Cagavan Sooloo. At Puluan they fust heard of 
Bornecr. Having procured a pilot, th^ Cached that island 
on Hhe 6th July, Id21, and anchored next day tH threer 
feiergueii front the city, which was computed to contaiit 
fiv«My*iSTe tfaoU8«nd IbmiUesv^ h was bmlt witfaiir la^^ 
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K^ftter maik, -and the houses were raised on posts. At full 
tide the inhabitants communicated by boats, the women 
thuia selling their various commodities. The religion of 
Borneo was the Mdiammedan. The island abounded in 
jwealth, and the people exhibited a high degree of civiliza- 
tion and refinement. Letters w^re known, and many of 
the arts flourished. The king, though attended only by 
iemales, employed ten men as secretaries in state affairs. 
The people had bnvss coin in cii€ulation in their commerce^ 
and they distilled arrack from rice. 

Presents were here exchanged, and the ceremonial of in- 
tfoduQtion and the offer of a treaty of commerce were made 
and accepted. Elephants were sent to the water-side for 
the Spanish embassy; and a feast oi veal, capons, and 
fowls of several kinds was placed before them, served in 
elegant porcelain dishes. They were supplied with golden 
spoons to eat their rice ; in their sleeping apartment wax 
flambeaux burned in silver candlesticks, and men kept 
watch all night to supply with oil the lamps which also 
Uhuninated toe chamber. The king was a stout man about 
forty. When admitted to an interview, the deputation, on 
t^e curtain of the royal saloon drawing up, found him sur- 
rounded by three hundred guards armed with poniards.— 
He sat at a table with a little child, and was chewing betel. 
Close behiiid him were ranged his female attendants. He 
received the Spanish gifts with merely a slight movement 
of the head, discovering no eager or undignified curiosity, 
and returned presents of brocade and cloth of gold and 
silver. The courtiers were all naked, save a piece of cloth 
of gold round their waists. On their fingers they wore 
many rings ; and their poniards had handles of gold set 
with gems. The curtain of the royal saloon, drawn up 
when the ceremony began, at the conclusion dropped, and 
all was over. Pigafetta asserts that the king had two 
pearls as large as pullets' eggs, and so perfectly round, that, 
placed on a polished table, they rolled continually. The 
natural productions of Borneo were rice, sugar canes, gin- 
ger, camphor, gums, wax ; and fruits and vegetables in 
great variety. The people were peculiarly skilful in the- 
manufacture of porcelain, which formed a principal article 
of their inerchandise. Their pirogues were ingeniously 
fvjmed, aqd iine stQl^ oneb carv^ on the pro^s and gilt, 
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his former friends, and murdered, as an outcast and repro- 

Ji>ate, in presence of his Christian patrons. A group of 

.small islands in 7^ north, seen afterward, were, ftpm |he 

^natives being tattooed or painted, named Los Pintados. 

The people weie fiprce and warlike, and from a canoe boldly 

Attacked the ships with showers of stones thrown from 

clings. To the north-east of Los Pintados several low 

inhabited islands were discovered, and named I^s Buenos 

Jardines. Saavedra came to anchor here, and the natives 

.drew to the shore, waving a flag. A band of men, and a 

female, supposed to have been a sorceress, came on boardf 

to enable, it was imagined, the latter to use her skill and 

4ipells in making discoveries. The natives were light-corn- 

plexioned and tattooed. The females were beautiful, witl^ 

Agreeable features and long black hair : they wore dresses 

of fine mattine. Saavedra, on landing, was met by men 

and women m procession, with tambarines and festal 

.«ongs. These islands afforded abundance of cqpoanuts an4 

^other vegetable productions. 

The commander dicjd soon after leaving the Good Garr 
4ens Islands ; and after vainly attempting to reach New 
^pain, the ship once more returned to the Moluccas. Tq 
Saavedra is ascribed the bold project of cutting a canal 
^m sea to sea through the Isthmus of Darien.* 

In the same year, 1529, the Emperor Charles Y., who 
left his subjects in the Moluccas to defend themselves as 
they could, mortgaged, or ceded to Portugal his right to 
those islands for 350,000 ducats. Though several voyages 
were attempted as private enterprises, they all proved alK>r- 
tive, and the passage by Magellan's Straits, from its stormii 
and terrors, was abandoned. The discoveries opening in 
other quarters likewise contributed to divert attention Som 
this point of enterprise. 

The peninsula of California was about this time discov- 

* This project, which has been fifty times revived, very early encaged 
the attention of Spain. Jr is discuaeed in Joe. Acoeta'a Moral and Fhy- 
sical History of the Indies,— who urges against the design an opinion 
whieb is not even yet either established or abandoned, namely, that (»e 
sea being higher than tbe odier, tbe undertaking must be attended by 
some awAil calamity to the globe. Very recent observations, however, 
mad^ under the patronage of Bolivar, seem to prove that either a canal 
or a c^lway is quite piactlcable. See Royal Society Tr^nsftctioas fiw 
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ft came from PandiBe. This bird and the dove-tree, of 
which Pigafetta gives a floweiy description, are now well 
known. By the middle of December, from the quantity 
obtained, and the plunder previously made in these seas, 
the spice cargoes were completed ; and the Spanish cornet 
mander, ready to depart, was charged with letters and 
presents, consisting of the rarest productions of the island, 
•ent to the emperor his master by the King of Tidore, his 
most Catholic majesty's faithful ally, if not sworn vassal. 
When ready to eul, the Trinidad was found unfit for sea ; 
and the Vitoria proceeded alone on the homeward voyage, 
with a crew of forty-seven Europeans, thirteen Indians, 
«nd also Molucca pilots. These islanders entertained the 
seamen with many a marvellous oriental legend. Whilis 
steering for Mindanao, before coming to the Moluccas, 
Pigafetta had heard of a tribe of hairy men, very fierce and 
warlike, who inhabited a cape on the island Benaian, 
wearing long daggers, and consuming the hearts of their 

r'nonen raw with a sauce of lemon or orange juice ; and 
t^e Molucca pilots he was told of a pe<^le whose ean 
were bo long that the one served them for a mattress and the 
other for a coverlet.* He also heard of a tree on whidi 
birds perch, of size and strength to pounce upon an ele* 
phant, and bear him up into the air. 

The Vitoria touched at different places in the voyage to 
Spain, and after a mutiny and the loss of twenty-one men, 
passed the Cape of (rood Hope on the 6th May, 1522.— 
Being reduced to the greatest extremity for want of previa 
sions, and choosing rather to fall into the hands of the 
Portuguese than to perish by famine, they anchored on the 
9th July, a Wednesday according to their reckoning, in the 
harhoui* of St. Jago, where the tune proved Thursaay, and 
the 10th, — a di£rerence and loss of a day which, thoufi^ 
very easily accounted for, was extremely perplexing to thei 
first of the circumnavigators, who, setting out firom the west^ 
ntomed by the east. A certain quantity of provisions wa^ 
obtained before the quarter from whence the ship came was 

* The etaflsie resder will be amused bj the colneidenoe between the 
IMrveUous legends of the Molucea pilots and the wonden related by % 
•lory-teUer of remoter antiquity and higher authority, Strabo^ who re- 
coants this among other legends brought ttqm the Jiaai by the soldlen of 
%lesf 04ler t|^ Oiea^ 
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iniapected ; but the truth beingr discorerecl, the fajoat o 
jthird trip was seized, and the Spaniaids ix^ the shh 
unobservant spectators, seeing preparations making J 
attack, crowded sail and escaped ficom the island. 

On the 6th September, 1532, after a voyage 'of 
years' duration, in which 14,160 leagues of sea had 
traversed, Sebastian del Cano brought the Yitoria inl 
Lucar, and on the 8th the vessel went up the jv 
jSeville. Pigafetta, from whom every historian of th 
znarkable voyage borrows so largely, concludes his nan 
jEdmost poetic^y : — ** These were mariners who s 
fuerite^ an eternal memory more justly than the Argoi 
.of old. The ship, too, undoubtedly deserved far Mt 
he placed among the stars than the ship Argo, which 
Crreece discovered the great sea ; for this our worn 
,«hip, taking her departure from the Straits of Gibraltai 
jiaiUng southward through the great ocean towaidi 
Antaratic Pole, and then turning west, not by sailing 
^ut proceeding constantly forward; so compassing 
^obe, until sl^ marvellously regained her native cou 
ppain.'^ -Tl^ crew on reaching Seville walked bare£ 
in procession to two churches to return thanks for theii 
jietum, eighteen being now all the Europeans that sur 
of the crew of the Vitoria. The ship itself becam 
theme pf poets and romancers, and was carefully 
served. Tl^e commander, Sabastian del Cano, esc 
the neglect which was the common fiEite of all Spanisl 
coverers. He wa9 Ij^berally rewarded, and obtained lei 
patent of nobility. 

The Trinidad wa^ less fortunate than its consort. . 
being refitted, she attempted to recross the Pacific, but 
nearly wrecked ; and beuig driven back, the crew were i 
prisoners by the Poituguese, whose jealousy of Spc 
enterprise in these parts was now violently inflamed b; 
late transactions at the Moluccas. 

The voyage of Magellan was attended by many im 
ant results ; it demonstrated the existence of a conm 
tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, am 
certained the southern boundary of the American contij 
In its progress Magellan discovered the Unfortunate Isli 
several islands of the group of the Ladrones, and the 
/^pelago of St. Lazarus ; ne also demonstrated the 
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of thtf •aith, and accomplished what had baffled, even on 
the threshold, eveiy navigator who had made thb same 
attempt. 

> All the tea and land discovered by Magellan were danned 
hj Spain as its sole possession, — an assumption of right 
which the other European states, and especially Portu^, 
were unwilling to acknowledge. The passage to the Mo* 
hiccas and those islands themselves, the principal advan- 
tage gained by the discoveries of Magellan, were claimed 
by the double title of the pope's grant and the alleged ces- 
sion of the native princes to the King of Castile. John 
III., king of Portugal, was equally tenacious of his rights. 
The old dispute of the boundary and partition-line walB re- 
newed, and referred to a convocation of learned cosmogra- 
phers and skilful pilots, who met at Badajos, and parted 
as they met ; the commissioners of both parties being alike 
tenacious of the claims of their royal constituents. The re- 
spective governments were thus left to establish their right 
of possession as they found most convenient ; and Spam 
lost no time in fitting out another expedition to establish 
her claims, and secure to the utmost the advantages of 
Magellan's discovery. 

This armament consisted of four ships, of which Gaioia 
Jofre de Loyosa, a knight of Malta, was appointed captain- 
general ; Sebastian del Cano, and others of the survivors 
of Magellan's voyage, going out under his command. The 
squadron sailed from Corunna on the 24th July, 1525, and 
was expected to reach the Spice Islands by MageUan's 
Straits in no long time. Every precaution was taken to 
ensure the celerity and success of the voyage, and the ex- 
pedition at first proceeded prosperously. 

To the still imperfect state of nautical science we must 
impute many of the subsequent dbasters of Loyasa. The 
strait so lately discovered was already the subject of un- 
certainty and dispute; Sebastian del Cano's vessel was 
wrecked near Cape de las Virgines ; the captain-general 
was separated* from the fleet ; the other ships were injured ; 

* The Spsniardi claifn a notable discovery flrom this ■eparetion of the 
fleet. The St. Leemes, a barque commauded by Fi«ieiMo de Hozee, Is 
reported to have been driyen to 55^ soath in the gale, and the c^pcun 
afflrroed that be had leea the end of the land of TIerni del Fuega Tliia 
meat Hittolsh historians of iUagellan's expedition suppose Cape Hon | 
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thiottgh tkd ntnit, which it was April before they «ntendt 
the pammge proved tedious and dismal, and sevml of tlie 
seamen died of the extreme cold. The stupendous soenexy 
described on tliis passage presents many of those gigantic 
features which nature assumes in the New World. On th« 
26th May the fleet entered the South Sea, but was almost 
immediately dispersed in a storm. One of the vesself 
steered for New Spain, the others held north-west. Both 
commanders were now sick ; and four days after crossing 
the line, on the 3d of August, 1526, Loyasa died, and Del 
Cano, who had braved and weathered so many dangers, ex- 
pired in a few days afterward. Alonzo de Salazar, who 
succeeded to the command of the fleet, steered for the La- 
.drones, and, in 14® north, discovered St. Bartholomew, 
Between Magellan's Strait and the Ladrones thirty-eighl 
of the seamen died, and the whole crew were so enfeebled 
that it was found necessary to entrap eleven Indians to work 
the pumps. Salazar, the third commander died ; and it 
was November before they came to anchor at Zamafo, % 
port in an island belonging to their ally, the King of 
Tidore. Disputes immedmtely arose between the Spaniards 
and the Portuguese governor settled at Terrenate, and a 
petty maritime warfare ensued, which was prosecuted fox 
many years with various degrees of activity and success,— r 
the people of Tidore supporting the Spaniards, and thoM 
of Terrenate the Portuguese settlers. In the course of 
this year, 1526, Papua, long since called New Guinea, was 
discovered by Don Jorge de Meneses, in his passage from 
Malacca to the Moluccas, of which he had been appointed 
governor by the court of Portugal. About the same time 
a Portuguese captain, Diego da Rocha, discovered Se* 
queira, l^lieved the modem Pelew Islands. In the course of 
the summer of 1527, the fourth commander of Loyasa*8 
squadron died, or, it is alleged, was taken oflT by poison at 
the instigation of the Portuguese governor ; aiul the prin- 
cipal ship was so much damaged in repeated actions, that it 
was found unfit for the homeward voyage. 

while tlM gfiognphen of othor nations nsme it Staten Land, the certain 
diacovery of which is, however, of much later date. The extent ofpro. 
Jecting land hetween the eastern entrance to the strait and Cape Horq 
maksa itimpiDbsliile^tit could hfive been seen by tlip cfp^ fff the St, 
Msoiss 
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In the same season the celebrated^ HAnan Cortes 
eqiiq>ped three ships for the Spiee Isles, which sailed firom 
New Spain on All Saints' Day, under the commaiid of his 
kinsman AlvarodeSaavedra. Two ofthe vessels were almost 
immediately separated from the admiral, who, pnrsuinff his 
coorse alone, after leaving the Ladrones, discovered on 
Twelfth Day a cluster of islands, to which, from this dr- 
emnst^ce, he gave the name of the Islands de los Reyes, 
^he men here were naked, save a piece of matting about 
their middle, — tall, lobust, and swarthy, with long hair and 
rough beards. They wore broad hats as a shelter from the 
sun, had large canoes, and were armed with lances of cane. 
When Saavedra reached the Moluccas, which was in little 
more than a two months' voyage, his direct approach from 
New Spain would scarcely be credited. He was immcr 
diately attacked by the Portuguese, but was supported by 
his countrymen, the residue of Loyasa's fleet, who had now 
built a brieantine. After completing his cargo, he sailed for 
New Spam on the 3d June, an eastward voyage, that for a 
series of years baffled every successive navigator. Land 
was reached, which the Spaniards named Isla del Oro,from 
believing that gold abounded. There is, however, reas<m 
to conclude tluit this was Papua, afterward called New 
Guinea, from the resemblance between the natives and the 
negroes on the Guinea Coast. They were black| with short 
crisped hair or wool ; and had the features of that distinc- 
tive race of Polynesia, since termed Oceanic negroes, who 
tat found in many of the islands scattered throughout the 
vast Pacific, sometimes mixed with the other gr^ family 
)>y which those islands are peopled, but generally apart. 
Saavedra was driven back to the Moluccas ; nor was his 
second attempt to reach New Spain in the following year 
more fortunate. In that voyage he once more toudisd at 
Papua. When formerly here he had made three captives. 
On again seeing the beloved shores of their native land* 
two of these poor Indians plunged into the sea while Uie 
ship was yet distant ; but the third, who was said to be 
more tnuiable, and had by this time been baptized, re- 
mained to act as ambassador between his new friends and 
his countrymen, and to establish an amicable traflic. When 
the vessel neared the beach, he also leaped into the water ; 
bat, without being allowed to land, was at once assailed by 
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his former friends, and murdered, as an outcast and repro- 
bate, in preeence of his Christian patrons. A group of 
.small islands in 7^ north, seen afterward, were, Rom the 
jiatives being tattooed or painted, named Los Pintados. 
The people were fiprce and warlike, and from a canoe boldly 
Attacked the ships with showers of stones thrown from 
clings. To the north-east of Los Pintados several low 
inhabited islands were discovered, and named Los Buenos 
Jardines. Saavedra came to anchor here, and the natives 
.drew to the shore, waving a flag. A band of men, and a 
female, supposed to have been a sorceress, came on board* 
.to enable, it was imagined, the latter to use her skill and 
Mpe\\» in making discoveries. The natives were light-com- 
plexioned and tattooed. The females were beautiral, with 
jBffreeable features and long black hair : they wore dresses 
of fine mattine. Saavedra, on landing, was met by men 
and women m procession, with tambarines and festal 
«ongs. These islands afforded abundance of cqpoanuts and 
^ other vegetable productions. 

The commander died soon after leaving the Good Oair 
4ens Islands ; and after vainly attempting to reach New 
^pain, the ship once more returned to the Moluccas. Tq 
Saavedra is ascribed the bold project of cutting a canal 
^m sea to sea through the Isthmus of Darien.* 

In the same year, 1529, the Emperor Charles Y., who 
left his subjects in the Moluccas to defend themselves m 
they could, mortgaged, or ceded to Portugal his right to 
those islands for 350,000 ducats. Though several voyages 
were attempted as private enterprises, they all proved abor- 
tive, and the passage by Magellan's Straits, from its stonmi 
and terrors, was a^ndoned. The diBcoveries openii^ in 
other quarters likewise contributed to divert attention mun 
this point of enterprise. 

The peninsula of California was about this time discov- 

* This project, ivbich has been fifty times revtrad, verv esrlj en««m4 
the attention of Spain. Ir ia discuased in Joa. Aeoata'a Moral and ny- 
sical History of the Indies,— who urgea againat the deaigh an opinioa 
which is not eyen yet either establiahed or abandoned, namely, that (»e 
aea being -higher than the other, the undertaking must be attended by 
some awfUl calaoiity to the globe. Very recent obaervationa, howerer, 
made under the patronage of Bolivar, aeem to prove that either a canal 
or a railway ia quite practicable. See Royal Society Tranaactioas Aw 
WO, 
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«r#d by Cdrtes. Itn golf and outer shores had been exam* 
ioed ; new settlements were also every year rismg in Mex- 
ico and Pern, which engrossed the cares of the Spanidi 
governor ; and it was not till the year 1542 that, forgetting 
the cession or mortgage to Portugal, a squadron was once 
miore fitted out, destmed for the Archipelago of St. Laza 
nis. This was the work of the Viceroy of Mexico, and the 
command was intrusted to his brother-in-law, Ruy Lopez 
de Villalobos. He discovered the island of 9ti Thomas, in 
htiCode 18^ 3(K north, and a cluster of low islaljd^, which 
we^ named £1 Corad. On the 6th January, 1548, at 35 
leafrues firom' the Coral Isles, the fleet passed ten islaUds, 
which, from theur fertile appearance, they called The Gar- 
dens ^lios Jwdines). The squadron coasted along Min« 
danao, making some miscalculation in their course ; and on 
reaehinff Sarrangan, an island near Ch6 south part of Min* 
Jamio^ determined there to fix that settlemeht which T^as 
the chief ptfrpose of their expedition. This the natives^ 
though at first hospitable and friendly, stoutly opposed ; but 
the ca^tatn-generaJ, having already taken formal possessiott 
of al( the islands for the emperor, determined to make goOd 
his point, and the Indians were subdued, and retreatM to 
Other islands. Here the Spaniards raised thdir first harvest 
of Indian com in the Philippines, — the name now given by 
YiHaloboetoall tlrese islands, in compliment to thie Prince* 
royal of Spain. The inhabitants of several of the islands 
in a short time betcame more friendly ; traffic was estab- 
lished ; and Spanish success once more excited the jealoutf 
■ppffiriieiinons of Aie Portuguese, and begot numerous petty 
inteiffnes among the native chiefs who favoured the differ- 
ent European leadera. In the progress of events, the cbn<^ 
duct of Ruy Lopez de Villalobos was marked by perfidy to 
the Indian allies he had gained, and trebdieiy to SpjEtin. 
In deipite of the remonstrances and honoUnaMe cotmliels of 
his offieers, he accepted uhWorthy terms' of personal safoty 
fipom the Portugue^^ one condition being a passage home^ 
On his fetum to Europe by the east, in a PoHuguese ship, 
he died at Amboyna, of sickneSff and chagil]r,^^hus eludinj^ 
tfiejiutice of Spain-, which he had betrayed/ 

The certainty of conquering the PhiKppttles had btoen 
4e moii«tta ted even by the treachery of Villalobos ; and, a* 
tiwihnr prepamtofy fltep, sMureh w«r made on the extertOf 
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coast of Catifomia fiat a harbour, as an intermediate port or 
place of shelter to ships passing between those islainds and 
New Spain, the Straits of Magellan being still abandoned 
in despair. The features of the various expedition^ under- 
taken for many subsequent years, while the course lay 
through those fiital straits, may be described in few words* 
Some missed the entrance, but most were wrecked on the 
coast* 

The commencement of a new reign is a period proverb 
bial for energy and activity, whether the implement wielded 
l>y the ruler be a broom, a baton, or a sceptre. Among the 
first qcts of Philip II. was an order issued to the Viceroy of 
Mexico for the mial conquest of the Philippines. This 
new expedition was rather fertile in discovery. It was c<mi^ 
ducted by Miguel Lopez de Legaspi, and under him by a 
man of much greater talent, the Fray Andres de Urdaneta^ 
a celebrated cosmographer and navigator, who, after sail- 
ing with Loyasa, had become a monk. To Urdaneta the 
honour was given of nominating the captain-general, hitf 
profession forbidding him to hold any secular rank, though 
no one was so well qualified to act as a '* holy guide, to on* 
furl and wave the banner of Christ m the remotest of these' 
islands, and to drive the Devil from the tyrannical posses- 
sion he had held for so many ages." The expedition sailed 
on the 21st November, 1564. On the 9th January, 1665| 
they discovered a small island, which they named De Los 
Barbudos, and next morning a chain of islands, which were 
called De los Plazeres, from the shoals. On the 13th an- 
other chain was discovered, and named Las Henaanas or 
The Sisters. These islands are su{^)osed to be the Piscac' 
dores and Arrescifes of modem charts. The squadron 
touched at the Ladrones, where, on the island Guahan, tli# 
Padre tJrdaneta would have formed the desir^ settlement ; 
but the sealed orders of the king, (Mpened at sea, decreed 
that it should be estabUshed in the Philippines. The In-' 
dians here, a blithe and good-tempered race, still, however^' 
retained the propensity to thieving which had obtained for 
Ihese islands their European designation. Their dwellings 
were neatly formed and lofly, raised on stone pillars, and 
divided into chambers. They had boat-houses or dry 
docks for their canoes. In Loyasa's voyage, we hear that 
llto oi4y creatures seen among them were turtle-dovee# 
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#}i]ch they kept in cages, and taught to speak. They wofr 
shipped the bones of their ancestors. Without seeing other 
land the fleet made the Philippines ; and, on the 3dFebra« 
aiy, 1565, anchored near the east part of the island Tan* 
daya. The natives wore the semblance of friendship | and 
the captain-general made a covenant of alliance with the 
chiefs, according to the customs of their country, the par* 
ties to the treaty drawing blood from their arms and breastst 
tind mingling it with wine or water, in which they pledged 
mutual Sielity. The Indians, however, were not the dupef 
of European policy. With much shrewdness, they remarked 
that the Spaniaids gave ** good words but bad deeds." The 
fleet sailed from place to place, but small progress was made 
in gaining the confidence of the people, who were now 
iully alive to the intentions of th^ visiters. One station 
lifter another was abandoned, and Zebu was at last selected 
Us the point of settlement. There the Spaniards carried 
matters in a higher tone than they had hitherto assumed. 
The tardiness of the people to acknowledge the offered 
civilities of the voyagers was used as a pretext for aggre»- 
sion, and the foundation of the first settlement of the Spa»* 
iards in the Philipj^ines was laid in the reeking ashes of the 
sacked capital of Zebu. 

Hostilities continued to be waged for a time between the 
islanders and the invaders ; but mutual interest dictated 
peace, and the late unprovoked atrocities of the Europeans 
were at last viewed as a just though severe retribution for 
the treacherous murder of Magellan's crew by their ances- 
tors forty years before. The news of the settlement was 
carried hack to America by the Fray Andres Urdaneta, the 
pilot-monk, who sailed on the 1st June, and on the 3d of 
October reached Acapulco — a navigation highly extolled at 
the time, as the passage across the Pacific from west to 
east, so necessary to focilitate the conununication betwem 
the Philippines and the mother country, had hitherto baffled 
eveiy navigator. By following a course to the 40th degree' 
of noith latitude fair winds were obtained ; imd the home* 
ward voyage long continued to be made to Ne# Spain by 
the same track, which obtained the name of tJrd^etaV 
FMsage. The name of the friar became celebrated itmong 
all the European navigators ; and to him we find EnglisK 
eeamen attnbntaaf tke frbleddisooveiyol the Nartk-wcil 
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Passage, long before Sir Francis Drake had attempted an 
enterprise which Britons still appear so reluctant to aban* 
don as hopeless. 

Legaspi's expedition laid the foundation of Spanish power 
securely in the Philippines. The settlement of Manilla 
soon followed that of Zebu ; the former place being then« 
what it stin refnains, the capital of all the islands going 
under the general name gfiven them by Yillalobos. 

Other discoveries in me South Sea, memorable, if not 
important, preceded the voyage of Drake. Maritime sci* 
■^nee waft now advancing surefy, though slowly ; and iAdi* 
tidual sagacity, boldness, and experience were occasionally 
anticipating its progress. Juan Fernandez, a Spanish 
pilot, who often made the passage from Peru to the new 
settlemeYits in Chili, in the hopes of finding ^ivourable 
winds for the south, to which contemporary navigator 
made tedious and difficult voyages, creeping timidly along 
Uie fsoast, had stood out to sea ; and in the progress of his 
toyage discovered the island which bears his name-^-a 
name dear and familiar to readers over the whole globe as 
Robinson Crusoe's Island. This discovery of a land offer- 
ing what the seaman most requires, — ^wood, water, anchor- 
age, and vegetables, — ^was made in the year 1563, in 33^ 
w south latitude, and distant from the coast of America 
1 16 geographical leagues. Cocos Island, so named from its 
most plentiful production, and the Galapagos, or Turtle 
Islandsi afterward celebrated as the haunts of the English 
Buccaneers, had now been discovered, and also the group 
named the Solomon Islands^ 

The narrative of the navigation of Mendana, undertaken 
for the purpose of discovery in the South Seft, and in which 
he saw the land named the Solomon IsUtnds, fonns an in* 
teresting chapter in the early Spanish voyages. Alvaro de 
Mendana left Callao, the port of lima, on the 10th Janu- 
ary, 1667, and, sailing 1460 leagues, discovered in 6° 46^ 
south, the Isle of Jesus, and after other trifling discoveries 
the island of Snint Isabella of the Star, and successively 
the group to which the name of Solomon Isles was afiixed^ 
that it might attract attention by indicating great wealth in 
gold and other precious commodities. In that age these 
islands were by the ignorant believed those from which 
Momon-had obtained gold and sandal-wood^ and the hum 
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materials employed in erecting the Temple. The islandeiJi 
were found of various characters ; though it may be, tbil 
difference consisted more in the mood of the moment than 
in original or permanent causes. At Saint Isabella they 
were mulattoes, with crisp hair. Their food was roots and 
cocoanuts. The Spaniards supposed them to be cannibals, 
though some distinction ought perhaps to be drawn between 
habitual men-eaters and those tribes who, merely in the 
gratification of brutal ▼engeance, devour their enemies. 
They were nearly Baked, and worshipped reptiles and 
toads. Some of the islands produced in abundance yama 
and bread-fruit ; in one a volcano was seen, then smokmg* 
A. brigantine was built for the purpose of ihrther discovery 
m this intereeting archipelago, round which the pilota 
cruised, threa^ng many channels. During the ceremony 
of erecting a cross on one of the islands, and taking posr 
session, the Spaniards were attacked. <If they sometimes 
showed humanity, in no case did they study foibeanmce. 
Two natives were shot, and the rest fled. In a river which 
the Spaniards explored to some distance gold was found. 
Other islands and a populous coast was seen, with which 
the Spaniards for some time maintained a ^iendly inters 
course. But aggressions on the gentiles by their Christian 
Tisiters was not then considered a more forbidden pastime 
tiian the cruel violence practised on the natives of Africa 
in later days. The seizure of a boy by the captain-genen 
ral gave just offence to a chief^ who had till then been iMit- 
pitable and friendly ; and the refusal to give up his subject 
was revenged, in their &shion, by the murder of ten Span-s 
iards, belonging to a watering-party which the Indians had 
surprised. This was the signal for wide-spreading yen* 
ffeance. Houses were burned, and many of the natives, 
killed ; nor did the outrages of the Spaniaids terminate 
here. Landing on an island they had named San Christo- 
val, they were boldly opposed by the natives, of whom twa 
were shot, and the rest fled, leaving their houses to be 
plundered by the invaders. 

Mendana returned to Lima. The romantic accounts of 
fhe wealth and fertility of this new Ophir gave rise to & 
project of settlement, but it died away ; and, on the rapid 
axCension of the continental settlements, his dmevfvej 
nearly faded from recoUectioQ^or survived nm^lgr in tbi^ 
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in^rfect charts and journals of the navigators. Thirty years 
alterwardy when Mendana undertook another voyage, he 
could not &U in with hi* former discovery, and the Solo- 
moR Islands remained unvisited till refound by M. Surville 
in 1769, two centuries after the visit of Mendana. They 
halne since been visited, at different times, both by English 
and French navigators. 

Such was nearly the amount of discovery in that great 
sea, itself but lately known, previous to the voyage of Drake, 
— a claim set up for Juan Fernandez of having seen the 
coast of New Zealand being still a subject of doubt and 
dispute. 

A continent to the south was a favourite and natural idea 
among the navigators of that age ; and Fernandez, already 
a discoverer of some note, and a skilful pilot and bold sea- 
man, reported that in one of his periodical voyages between 
Chili and Peru, sailing about 40 degrees off the coast of 
Chili, end lying upon courses between west and south, he 
found a fair and fertile portion of an unknown continent, 
inhabited by white people, who were dressed in woven cloth, 
and were in their manners kind and hospitable. The skep- 
tical may question the relation altogether ; the charitable 
will conclude that New Zealand was seen, or some largs 
island still unknown to modem voyagers, many of which 
the Pacific is sufficiently capacious to contain. Another 
important discovery is claimed by the Spaniards, but not 
supported by evidence. In 1 576, the year preceding; Drake's 
v03Faffe, a navigator named Gali is said to have discovered 
an island which he named Table Mountain from its exter- 
nal appearance, and which, it is stated, was the Owhyee 
of the Sandwich group. If the discovery was ever made, it 
was completely forgotten ; which is not likely when the im* 
portanee of such a midway station for the Spanish fleet and 
ships passing between Mexico and the Philippines is con« 
ndered. 

Some abortive voyages to Magellanica are omitted here, 
the chapter having already extended to considerable length ; 
and now, taking leave of the early Spanish discoverers, we 
torn to the career of that illustrious navigator who first 
launched an English ship into the South Sea, and carried 
the fame of the nation which his discoveries enriched to tha 
uttermost parts of the globe. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

hijt of Sir Francis Drake* 

I>ra]ce*8 Birth and Parentage— He goes to Sea— Purser of a Biscay 
Trader— Voyage to the Guinea Coast— Sir John Hawkins— Slavd 
Trade— Affiilr at St. Joan de Ulloa— Drake returns to England— Ext 
perimental Voyages — Expedition to Nombre de Dies— Journey across 
the Isthmus— Rich Booty— Returns Home— Pits out Frigates— Irish 
Rebellion— Patronage of Essex; of Sir Christopher Hatton— Intro- 
duced at Court. 

Francis Deake^ in common with many of the great men 
whose names impart lustre to the annals of England, may 
be termed the son of his own brave deeds. His family and 
the rank of his father have, however, been made the subject 
of much unprofitable discussion. In the heroic ages the 
birth of 80 illustrious a man, if at all obscure, would at once 
have been derived from- the gods, — an origin of extreme con- 
venience to such biographers as, influenced by the prejudices 
of descent, disdain to relate the history of a poor man's son. 
Modem skepticism and coldness of imagination making thia 
no longer possible, a struggle is nevertheless made for dis- 
tinguished origin of some kind. The godfather of Drake . 
was Sir Francis Russel of Tavistock, afterward Earl of Bed- 
ford ; and though various authorities are given for his father 
having been in orders, there remains no doubt that he waa 
an honest mariner belonging to the same place. An attempt 
has been made to reconcile the contradictory accounts of 
Camden and Stowe by assuming that the father of Drake,, 
originally a seaman, was converted to the reformed faith in 
the reign of Henry VHI., fell under the cognizance of some 
of his capricious and arbitrary edicts, and, fleeing into Kent, r 
obtained orders, first read, prayers to the fleet, aiM afterward 
W4S appointed vicar Qf IJpnore on the Medway, in whieU 

£2 



54 DRAKE^t ANCESTRY. 

river the royal fleet then usaally rode. Though Johnson, 
foUowmg Camden, without hesitation assumes the foot of 
the elder Drake being a clergyman, it is superfluous to cite 
the dates and accurate authority which disprove what both 
the annalist and the sage had a strong inclination to be- 
lieve. Stowe and the Biographia Britannica restore to the 
** honest mariner of Tavistock" the son of whom he had been 
innocently deprived by the real or imaginary vicar of Up- 
nore ; and Bumey, in later times, though searching and 
accurate, does not even advert to a claim of birth which 
could add nothing to the renown of Francis Drake. The 
credit of having had Sir Francis Russel for his godfather is 
also disputed; and with this too Drake could dispense, 
espedally as he is allowed to have gained nothing by this 
distinction save the Christian name which he bore. 

But whatever were his ancestry, it is cleariy ascertained 
that Francb was the eldest of twelve sons, who, with few 
exceptions, went to sea. It is said that he was brought up 
and educated by Sir John Hawkins, who was lus kinsman. 
The degree or existence of the relationship is not clearly 
made oi^ and it is certain that young Drake was not long 
a charge upon any patron; for at a very tender age his 
fiither, havinff a lar?e family, put him apprentice to a neigh- 
bour who tnSed tolZealand and France. Here he speemly 
acquired that practical knowledge of his profession whicn 
made him early in life as experienced and expert a seaman 
as he afterward became an able commander. His fidelity 
and diligence in this service gained the good-will and regard 
of his master, who, dying a bachelor, bequeathed his vessel 
to young Drake ; and thus in the active and vigilant dis- 
charge of his first humble duties was laid the sure founda- 
tion of future eminence and prosperity. At the eariy age 
of eighteen Drake was made purser of a ship trading ta 
Biscay, and soon afterward engaged in the Guinea trade^ 
which had lately been opened by the enterprise of his re- 
puted relation, Captun John Hawkins. The cruelty and 
mjustice of this traffic was the discoveiy of a much later 
age. 

The Tegular course of the trade, the most lucrative in 
which England had ever been engaged, was for ships to re- 
pair-first to the Guinea coast for the human cargo obtained 
Of fnadf violence, and the most inhnman means, and tiien 
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to the Spanish islands and the colonies on the main, Tvhere 
the Africans were l^artered for silver, sugar, hides, 6uc dec. 
The history of the first voyage to the Guinea coast is that 
of every succeeding one : — " Master John Hawkins, coming 
japon the coast of Sierra Leone, staid for some time ; and 
]>artly by the sword, and partly by other means, got into Ins 
possession three hundred negroes at the least.'* 

Few voyages had been made from England to this new 
El Dorado when Drake, at the age of twenty, desirous of 
extending his professional knowledge and participating in 
the gains of the slave-trade, embarked for Guinea in the 
squiSron of Captain John Hawkins. Though Hawkins for 
hu exploits on the Guinea coast had already obtained for 
his coat-of-arms, by patent from the herald's office, ** a demi- 
Moor in his proper colour, bound with a cord," he was not 
knighted till after he had obtained distinction in the public 
service. Whether Drake sailed from Pl3rmouth captain of 
the Judith, one of the smallest ships of Hawkins's squadron, 
in the expedition undertaken to Guinea in 1567, or obtained 
this honour during the voyage, or in the harbour of St. Juan 
de UUoa, is not clear ; though it is asserted in the relation 
of Miles Philip that he went out captain. It is sufficient 
that in the desperate rencounter at St. Juan de Ulloa be- 
tween the Spaniards and the English squadron, he held a 
command, and honourably distinguished himself. But this 
somewhat anticipates the order of events in the first remaric- 
able period of Drake's history. 

Having completed his cargo of slaves, Hawkins and his 
company took the usual course to the Canaries and Spanish 
America, to exchange the Africans for other wares more 
valued in England. In passing, he took the town of Rio 
de la Haoha, because the governor did not choose to trade 
'with him. This circumstance is noticed, as it affi>rds the 
oaly shadow of palliation for the subsequent treachery dis- 
played W the Spaniards, in the port of St. Juan de UUoa, 
whither Hawkins was driven in to obtain shelter and re- 
freshments by the severe gales which on his way to Eng- 
land were encountered on the coast of Florida. When the 
flquadron of six ships entered the port, they were believed by 
the inhabitants to be a Spanish fleet then hourly expected ; 
and thoee who came on board were in some consternation 
jfUk diflcovering thd ouBtake. Hawking who from the first 
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professed that he came in peace and friendship, to obtabi 
shelter firom stress of weather, and provisions for his money 
•qd merchandise, treated them with civility, but thought it 
piudent to detain two persons of consequence as hostages 
till assured of the terms on which he was to be received. 
The temptation of twelve merchant-ships lying in the port, 
with carffoes estimated at 200,0002., did not shake his in- 
tegrity, though he was aware that they mifffat easily be 
overmastered by his force. It is, indeed, candidly confessed 
by Hawkins that he dreaded the displeasure of the queen. 
A messenger was despatched to the Viceroy of Mexico ; but 
before any answer could be returned to the demand of Haw- 
kins the expected fleet appeared, and his situation became 
uneasy and critical. The Spanish fleet had on board a 
cargo valued at six or seven millions. If Hawkins pre- 
vented them from entering the harbour, they ran imminent 
risk of destruction ; and if admitted, his own safety was 
put in jeopardy ; the port being confined, the town popo* 
fous, and the Spaniards ready, he believed, and fatally ex- 
perienced, to practise any treachery. At last the fleet was 
admitted, the governor of Mexico agreeing to the terms 
stipulated, which were, the exchange of hostages, a supply 
of provisions on ^aiir terms, and that a fortified island which 
lay across and commanded the port should be given up to 
the EngUsh till their departure. On the faith of this treaty 
the Spanish fleet were allowed to sail in, mutual salutations 
were fired by the ships of both nations, and visits and civili- 
ties exchanged between the officers and the seamen. 

Save for embroiling England in war, and thereb}^ incar* 
nng the wrath of Elizabeth, and perhaps endangering his 
own neck, Hawkins, dissatisfied and rendered suspicious by 
the tardiness of the late negotiation, would certainly have 
put aU to the hazard of a fight, and have gained glory and 
the seven millions, or have lost himself; but he was now 
lulled into temporary security on the faith of a treaty which 
the Spaniards had never meant to observe lonser than until 
they were able to violate it with impunity. Their fleet was 
reinforced by a thousand men secretly conveyed from the 
land. An unusual bustle and shifiinff of men and weapons 
from ship to ship was noticed by the English, and their de- 
mand for explanation of these symptoms was answered by 
an instant attack on all sides. The Minion and the Judith 
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(the small vessel commanded by Drake) were the only Eng- 
lish ships that escaped ; and their safety was owing to the 
valour and conduct of the commanders, and only ensured 
after a desperate though short conflict. The other four. 
voSttels were destroyed, and many of the seamen were rather 
butchered in cold blood than killed in action. The English 
who held the fortress, struck with alarm, fled to reach the 
ships at the beginning of the fight ; and in the attempt were 
massacred without mercy. Such an engagement in a nar- 
row port, each of the English vessels surrounded and 
attacked by three or four of those of Spain, presents a scene 
of havoc and confusion unparalleled in the records of mari- 
time warfare. By the desperate valour of the English in 
this unequal combat the Admiral and several more of the 
Spanish ships were burnt and sunk. 

Placed between the fortress and the still numerous fleet, 
it was by miracle that even one English vessel got away. 
Hawkins reached England in the Minion, which sufiered 
incredible hardships in the homeward voyage. She left the 
port without provisions or water, and crowded with seamen 
who had escaped the general slaughter, many of them 
wounded. The relation of their hardships, produced as 
they were by the basest treachery, must have made an in- 
delible impression in England, where the Spaniards were 
already in bad odour. The details given by Miles Philip of 
the hardships of the voyage are too revolting to be trans- 
ferred to this narrative, but may be imagined from the words 
of Hawkins : — ** If all the miseries and troublesome aflairs 
of this voyage be thoroughly written, there would need a 
painful man with his pen, and as great a time as he that 
wrote the laves of the Martyrs." The Judith, Drake's ves- 
sel, which parted from the Minion on the fatal nights 
('< forsook us in our great misery" are the words of Haw- 
kins) — ^made the homeward voyage with less hardship and 
difiicalty than the Minion. 

Here Drake had lost his all, and here was laid the founda- 
tion of that hatred and distrust of the Spaniards which must 
have palliated many of his subsequent actions, and recon- 
ciled his countrymen to conduct they might not so readily 
have pardoned in one less sinned against. The chaplain 
of the fleet obtains the credit of expounding the justice of 
making reprisals on all Spaniards for the wrong inflicted by 
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;e few ; but this might well be a spontaneoas feeling In a 
brave young man burning -mth resentment at the p6r£ly by 
which his comrades had been murdered and bimseli betrayed 
and beggared. It has been quaintly said that ''in sea- 
divinity tne .case was clear. The King of Spain's 'Subjects 
had undone Mr. Drake, and therefore Mr. Drake was enti- 
tled to take the best satisfaction he could on the subjects of 
the King of Spain." 

This doctrine was very taking in England, where *' the 
good old rule, the simple planj" was still followed, — 

« Tbat tUiey should take who have the power, >^ 

And those should keep who caii.'^ 

The scheme of Drake for a new expedition to the Spanish 
American colonies was accordingly no sooner made public 
than he found numbers of volunteers and friends ready to 
promote so praiseworthy a design as that which he was pre^ 
sumed to entertain, and who, having no personal quarrel of 
their own, were quite ready to ad(^ his, if the issue prom? 
ised any share of those treasures with the fame of which 
Europe rung. But Drake was not yet prepared for the full 
development of his projects, and in all probability it^was but 
gradually that they arose in his own mind. 

The infamous transactions of St. Juan de Ulloa took plaee 
in September, 1568, and in 1570 Drake undertook his first 
voyage with two ships, the Dragon and the Swan. In the 
following year he sailed with the Swan alone. That the 
means of undertsJdng any voyage were placed in the hands 
of a man still so young is highly creditable to his character 
and good conduct. These might be called preparatonr or 
experimental voyages, in which he cautiously and caremlly 
reconnoitred the scene of future exploits ; and improving hu 
acquaintance with the islands and coasts of South America 
en the only side hitherto supposed accessible to Englishmen^ 
amassed the wealth which enabled him to extend ms sphere 
of enterprise, and enrich himself and his owners while pay- 
inffback part of his old debt to Spain. 

Drake's first bold and daring attempt at reprisal waa 
made in 1572. His squadron consisted of two vessels of 
small weight, — and this kind of light bark he seeme4 
always to prefer, — the Pacha of seventy tons burthen, whici) 
fui comman4.ed, and the Swap, oi^ce ag^ afloat, a vessel 
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of twenty-five tons, in which he plaeed his brother Mr. John 
Drake. His whole force consisted of seventy-three* men 
and boys. Instead of setting out, as has been alleged, with* 
so slender a force as tweQty-three men and boys, to take 
ships and storm towns, it is probal^le that Drake, aflei 
leaving England, recruited his numbers from vessels witb 
which he fell in among the islands, as Lopez Vaz relates 
that at Nombre de Dios he landed 150 men. This town 
was at that time what Porto Bello, a much more conve- 
nient station, afterward became, — the entrepdt between the 
commodities of old Spain and the wealth of India and 
Peru ; and in riches imagined to be inferior only to Panama? 
on the western shore, h was, however, merely a stage in 
the transmission of treasure and merchandise, and not thei/ 
abiding place ; and at particular seasons the town, which- 
did not at any time exceed thirty houses, was almost de-' 
sorted. 

On the 24th March, Drake sailed from PlymoQth, and on 
the 22d July, in the night, made the attack on the town. 
A relation of this adventure, written by PhiUp Nicols,* 
preacher, and afterward published by Sir Franci/* Drake, 
nephew, heir, and godson of the navigator, is both less ac- 
curate and circumstantial than the narrative of Lopez Vaz, 
who, if not an eyewitness, wa« near the spot, and conver- 
sant with the actors and spectators; Drake's force is esti- 
mated at 1 50 men, half of which he left at a small fort,* 
and with the other division advanced in cautious silence tor 
the market-placet when he ordered the ealivers to be dis-^ 
charged, and the trumpet to be loudly sounded, the trum- 
peter in the fort replying, and the men firing at the samtf 
tame, which made the alarmed Spaniards, startled out of 
their sleep, believe the place was attacked on all sides. 
Some scarcely awake fied to the mountains ; but a band 
of fourteen or fifteen rallied, and, armed with arquebuses, 

* In Csmpbeirs Lltes of fRis British Admirals ftfe noinber of men is 
fltsled St twenty-three, which is evidently a mlspriiif or mistake. Thtf 
Biographia Dritanniea, flrom which the Line orDralce Id the Live* of the 
Admirals is taken almost vert>atim, makes Uieir nomt^r seventy-thraa/ 
which is fhrther eoiifirnied by the narrative of LofMn Vax, a Portogvese, 
who wrote a relation of the adventUTM of Drake in this voyage, vihJctr 
was afterward foun^ in the custody of Vas, when he was made priaoiM# 
1V lbs BogMsHla Bto'diB la Platan io 1M7. 
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lepaired to the scene of action. DiBcovering the small 
number of the assailants, they took courage, firra and killed 
the trampeter, and wounded one of the leaders of the partj) 
— ^Drake was also wounded. The men in the fort, hearing 
the trumpet silanced, which had been the preconcerted 
signal, while the firing continued more briskly than before, 
b^ame alarmed, and fled to their pinnaces. 

Lopez Vaz relates that Drake^s followers, retiring on the 
fort a^ finding it evacuated, shared in the panic, hastened 
to the shore leaving their equipments behind, and by wading 
and swimming reached the pinnaces. One Spaniard look* 
inff out at a window was accidentally killed. 

Disappointed of the rich booty expected in the town, 
Drake, on information obtained from the Symerons, a tribe 
of Indians in the Darien who lived in constant hostility 
with the Spaniards, resolved to intercept the mules em* 
ployed to carry treasure from Panama to Nombre de Dioe. 
Leaving his small squadron moored within the Sound of 
Darien, he set out, with a hundred men and a number of 
Indians, to attack and plunder this caravan of the New 
World. The plan, so well laid, was in the first instance 
firustrated by a drunken seaman. 

It was in this expedition across the isthmus that Drake, 
from the first sight of the Pacific, received that inspiration 
which, in the words of Camden, " left him no rest in his 
own mind till he had accomplished his purpose of sailing 
an English ship in those seas.'* The account of this ad* 
venture, alluded to in the beginning of this volume, is in 
one original history so interesting and picturesque that we 
transfer it without mutilation : — " On the twelfth day we 
came to the height of the desired hill (lying east and west 
like a ridge between the two seas) about ten of the clock ; 
where the chiefest of the Symerons took our captain by the 
hand and prayed him to follow him. Here was that goodly 
and great high tree, in which they had cut, and made 
divers steps to ascend near the top, where they had made 
a convenient bower, wherein ten or twelve men might 
easily sit ; and from thence we might see the Atlantic 
Ocean we came from, and the South Atlantic so much de- 
sired. South and north of this tree they hod felled certaia 
trees that the prospect might be the clearer. 

** After our captain had ascended to this bower with the 



^ef Symerony and having, as it pleased God at this time 
by reason of the breeze, a very fiiir day, had seen that sea 
of which he had heard such golden rciports, he besought of 
Almighty God of his goodness to give him life and leave 
ta sau once in an English ship in that sea, and then, calling 
up all the rest of our mien, acquainted Jolm Oxnam espe^ 
cially with this his petition and pufpoee, if it should pleaite 
God to grant him that happiness.^ 

This enthusiasm of a noble ambition did not, however, 
divert the thoughts of the adventurer from enterprises of a 
more questionable kind. Disappointed at Nombre de Dios, 
and again of intercepting the mules, he stormed Venta 
Cruz, a half-way station for the lodgmeht of goods and 
refreshment of travellers making their way through the 
difficult and fatiguing pas^s of the isthmus. According 
to Lopez Vaz, six or seven merchants were killed ; and as 
no gold or silver was obtained to satiate the thirst of the 
English seamen, goods were wantonly destroyed to the 
amount of two thousand ducats. It is however not easy to' 
say whether it was before or after this outrage that a 
string of treasure-mules was by accident surpriwd. The 
gold was carried off, and as much silver as it was possible 
to bear away. The rest was buried till a new voyage 
ahould be undertaken, and Drake and his company regained 
their ships just in time to escape the Spaniards^ — ** Fortune 
■0 &voured his proceedings," says Vaz, ** that he had not 
been above half an hour on board when there came to the. 
saaside above three hundred soldiers, which were sent of 
purpose to take him ; but Grod suffered him to escape theif 
hands to be a further plague unto the Spaniards." In this^ 
expedition a trait of Drake's character is recorded, which' 
at once marks his generosity and enlightened policy. To' 
the cacique of the friendly Symerons he had presented hit 
own cutlass, for which the chief had discoverad a true In- 
dian longing. In return the Indian gave him fbor larffe 
Wedges of ffold, which, declining to appropriate, Drake 
threw into the common stock, saying, " he thought it but 
just that such as bore the charge of bo uncert^ a voyage' 
on his credit should share the utmost advantage that voyage 
produced." And now, ** God suffering him to be a further 
nlagae to the Spanish nation, he tailed away with his 
aeoture.''-. This was considerable,' and' go<>d foztnni' 
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attended Drake to the end of his voyage ; for, leayiAg 
Florida, in twenty-three days he reached the SciUy Isles, 
probably the quickest passage that had yet been made. It 
was in time of public service, on Sunday the 9th August, 
1573, that he returned to Plymouth; and "news of Gap- 
tain Drake's retuhi being carried to church, there remained 
few or no people with the preacher ; all running out to 
observe the blessing of God upon the dangerous adventures 
of the captaiii, who had spent one year two months and 
some odd days in this voyaee." 

The next undertaking of Drake was of a more ambitious 
character. With the wealth acquired thus gallantly, and 
in the opinion of his contemporaries fairly and honourably, 
though the means may not stand the test of the morality 
of a more enlighten^ and philosophic age, Drake fitt^ 
out three stout frigates, which, with himself as a volunteer, 
he placed at the disposal of Walter, Earl of Essex, father 
of the unfortunate favourite of Elizabeth. Of these he 
was, as a matter of course, appointed commander, and pe^• 
formed good service in subduing the rebellion in Ireland^ 
His former reputation afnd his late exploits had now ao 
quired for Drake high fame and noble patronage. He be- 
came known to the queen through the introduction of her 
favourite and privy-counsellor. Sir Christopher Hatton, a 
distinction doubly desirable as it promised assistance in 
^ that haughty design which every day and night lay next 
his heart, pricking him forwards to the performance." 

Though, in the enthusiasm of the moment of inspiratioi^ 
Drake had betrayed his project, when the tims came for its 
accomplishment he maintained an almost suspicious re^ 
serve, meditating his great desigh without ** confiding it to 
any one.'* His character through life was that of a man 
ivho Ustens to every one's counsd, but follows hu own ;* 
and doubtless in the purpose he meditated there was atf 
judgment so weU infonnea and ripe.' 
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CHAPTER III. 

Drake's Circumnavigation, 

The Qaeen approves the new Expedition — Drake^s Squadron — Cape 
Cantin — Muley Moloch — C^pe Blanco— Mayo and Brava— The Bra- 
xilians— Ostriches— Natives of Seal Bay— Their Manners and Dia-' 
position— Patagonlans-^Unrortanate Afflray— Stature of the Indians 
— ^Port St. Julian— Doughty^s Trial and Execution- Paiaage of the 
Strait— The Natives— The Fleet separated— Tierra del Fuego— Fftte 
of the Shallop's Crew— Cape Horn— The Elizabethides— Capture of 
Spanish Prizes— Lamas with Treasure— Capture of the Cacaftieg(^- 
The Hind proceeds in Search of the North-west Passage— Indkuis 
of New Albion discovered— Singular Manners of the Indians — 
Brake crosses the Pacifl&— The Ladrones— The Moluccas— Remark- 
^le Preservation— Baratane— Java— The Voyage Home— The Cape 
of Good Pope— Arrival at Plymouth— Drake^s Fiune— The .Queen 
visits his Ship. 

Spain and £nffland were still nominally a^t peace, though 
the national animoidtj was continually breaking out in 
fit6 oi aggression and violence ; and if Elizabeth did not 
absolutely discountenance, her policy forbade open appro- 
bation of a project so equivocal as that which Drake con- 
templated. It is however certain that the plan of his 
voyaee was laid before the queen ; and her majesty, once 
convinced of its importance, and the glory an4 advantage 
which might be derived to her kingdom from its prosperous 
issue, was easily reconciled to the justice of what appeared 
so expedient. The plan accordingly at last received her 
decided though secret approbation. In one relation of 
the voyage it is even affirmed that Drake held the royal 
commission, though this is not probable. What follows 
is more true to the character of Elizabeth, subtle at once 
and bold. At a parting interview she is said to have pre- 
f»ented Drake with a sword, delivered with this emphatic 
speech, **We do accoimt that he who striketh at thee, 
Drake, striketh at us." Even this verbal commission 
saves Drake from the charge of having made a piratical 
royagc, or divides the shame with his sovereign* 

This high estimation in which Drake was now: |M)d vokj 
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be gathered from the readiness with which friends and 
admirers placed in his hands their ships, and the meang 
of equipping a squadron to go on some expedition of which 
the destination lay hid in his own bosom. Nor, though 
the horrible sufferings of Hawkinses crew and more recent 
disasters were still fresh in the public memory, did he lack 
both officers and seamen, from among the most bold, able, 
and active of that age, who were ready to follow him blind- 
fold to the end of the world. Some of the more sordid 
might from afar smell the spoils of the Spaniards, but many 
were actuated by nobler motives. 

The squadron was ostensibly fitted out folr a trading 
voyage to Alexandria, though the pretence deceived no 
one, and least of all the watchful Spaniards. It consisted 
of five vessels of light burthen, the largest being only 100 
tons. This was named the Pelican, and was the captain- 
generaPs ship. The others were, the Elizabeth, a bark of 
80 tons belonging to London, and commanded by Captain 
John Winter ; the Swan, a fiy-boat of 50 tons burthen, 
Captam John Chester ; the Christopher, a pinnace of 15 
tons. Captain Thomas Moone ; and the Marigold, a bark 
of 30 tons. Captain John Thomas. The Benedict, a pin? 
nace of 12 tons, accompanied the Elizabeth. The framejs 
of four pinnaces were taken out, to be set up as they were 
wanted. The anxiety displayed for the proper outfit of 
the squadron, the extent of preparations in provisioning 
the ships, and layuig in arms and stores equal to a very 
long voyage, and the improbability of Drake, afler his late 
exploits, undertaking a peaceful expedition for traffic, had 
betrayed in part his design before the fleet left England ; 
but when, out of sight of the land, the captain-general, in 
case of separation, appointed a rendezvous at the island of 
Mogodore on the Barbary coast, there was no remaining 
doubt that his enterprise pointed to a place more distant 
and important than Alexandria. 

Though it is probable that traversing the Pacific was a 
subseauent idea arising fVom the condition in which wjs 
shall find him after leaving the coast of New Albion, Drake 
is not the less entitled to the praise he has often received 
for attempting an enterprise like that of passing the Straits 
of Magellan with so small a force, and adventuring into 
wild, stonny, and unknown seas with ships of so littb 
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weight. The passage of tlie straits, even to a man not so 
obiioxioas to the Spanish nation, was a project which 
could only rationally be entertained by a bold and com- 
manding genius, relying implicitly on its own resources. 
The dangers and difficiUties of Magellan's Strait had made 
it be for a long period of years almost abandoned by the 
Spaniards, and it was come to be a saying among them 
that the passage bad closed up. A superstitious prejudice 
was conceived against all farther attempts in the South 
Sea, which, it was asserted, had proved fatal to every one 
who had been celebrated as a discoverer there, — as if 
Providence had a controversy with those who were so 
daring as to pass the insuperable barriers placed between 
the known and the unknovni world. Magellan had been 
killed by the heathen in this new region, which Europeans 
had no sanction to approach ; Yasco Nunez de Balboa, the 
European who first saw the South Sea, put to death by his 
countrymen ; and De Solis cruelly murdered by the na- 
tives of Rio de la Plata, when proceeding to the stn&it. 
Most of the commanders had successively perished of dis- 
eases produced by the hardships and anxiety attending the 
voyage. The mariner De Lope, who from the topmaust of 
a ship of Magellan's fleet first saw the strait, had a &te 
still more dreadfiil in the eyes of the good Catholics of 
Castile, as he had turned a renegado and Mohammedan. 
None of these real and imaginary dangers deterred Drake ; 
and he, who at all times preferred vessels of light burden, 
as of greater utility in threading narrow and intricate 
channels and coasting unknown shores than ships of large 
and unwieldy size, selected those mentioned above. 

Besides the cargoes usually exported for trading, both 
with civilized and savage nations, Drake, who knew the 
lull value of shows and pageants, and whateve^r strikes the 
senses, had taken care to equip himself with many eler 
gancies seldom thought of by early navigators. His own 
nimiture and equipage were splendid, and his silver 
cooking utensils and the plate of his table of rich and cu- 
rious workmanship. He also carried out a band of 
musicians, and studied every thin^ that could impress the 
natives in the lands he was to visit or discover with the* 
magnificence and the high state of refinement ai^ of tho 
pots in his own coontTy. 

F2 
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On the 15th November, 1577, the squsdron sailed from 
Plymouth, but, encountenng a violent gale on the same 
night, were forced to put back into Fahnouth : the main- 
mast of the Pelican was cut away, and the Marigold was 
driven on shore and shattered. This was a disheartening 
ouset; but after refitting at Plymouth, they sailed onee 
more on the 13th December, and proceeded prosperously. 

On Christmas-day they reached Cape Uantm on the 
coast of BarbaiT, and on the 27th Mogadore,-^an island 
lying about a mile from the mainland, between which and 
it they found a safe and convenient harbour. Mogadore 
is an island of moderate height ; it is about a league in 
circuit. Having sent out a boat to sound, they entered by 
the north approach to the port, the southern access being 
found rocky and shallow. Here Drake halted to fit up one 
of the pinnaces for service ; and, while thus engaged, 
some of the Barbary Moors appeared on the shore, display* 
ing a flag of truce, and making signals to be taken on 
board. Two of superior condition were brought to the 
ships, an English hostage being left on shore for their safe 
return. The strangers were courteously received and hos- 
pitably regaled by the captain-general, who presented 
them with linen, shoes, and a javelin. When sent on 
shore, the hostage was restored ; and next day, as several 
loaded camels were seen approaching, it was naturally 
presumed their burdens were provisions and merchandise, 
and the English sent off a boat to trade. On the boat 
reaching the shore, a seaman more alert than his neigh- 
bours leaped among the Moors, and was instantly snatched 
up, thrown across a horse, and the whole party set off at a 
round gallop. The boat's crew, instead of attempting to 
rescue their companion, consulted their personal safety by 
an immediate retreat to the ships. Indignant at the treach- 
ery of the Moors, Drake landed with a party to recover the 
Englishman and take vengeance ; but was compelled to 
return without accomplishing his object Time, which 
cleared up the mystery, also partly exculpated the Moors. 
It was ascertained that the seaman had been seized to be 
examined by the king, the famous Muley Moloch, respect- 
ing an armament then fitting out by the Portuguese to in* 
vs3e his territory, — ^an invasion which soon afterward took 
place, and of wluch the results are well known. Before the 
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prisoner was dismissed the fleet had sailed ; but he was 
well treated, and permitted to return to England by th« 
first ship that offered. * 

The fleet, having taken in wood, sailed on the 31st Dei- 
eember, and on the 17th January, 1578, reached Qape 
131ai)fio, having on the cruise captured three cauntersj as 
the Spanish nshing-boats were called, and two, or else 
three, caravels, — the accounts on this, as on several other 
minor points being often contradictory. A ship which was 
surprised in the harbour with only two men on board shared ( 
the same fate. At Cape Blanco they halted for iive days' I 
fishing ; while on shore Drake exercised his company in j 
arms, thus studying both their health and the maintenance , 
of good discipline. From the stores of the fishermen they 
helped themselves to such commodities as they wanted, and 
saikd on the 22d, carrying off also a caunter of 40 tons bur^ 
then, for which the owner received, as a slight indemnificap 
tion, the pinnace Christopher. At Cape Bl^jico fresh water . 
was at this season so scarce, that instead of obtaining a 
supply, Drake, compassionating the condition of the na» 
lives, who cxune down from the heights, offering ambergri* 
and gums in exchange for it, generally filled their leattem 
bags without accepting any recompense, and otherwise 
treated them humanely and hospitably. Four of die prizes 
were released here. After six days* sailing they came to 
Anchor on the 28th at the west part of Mayo, — an island 
where, according to the information of the master of the 
l»ravel, dried goat's flesh might be had in plenty, the inhabitf 
ants preparing a store annually for the use of the king's 
ships. The people on the island, mostly herdsmen and 
husbandmen, belonging to the Portuguese of the island of 
St. Jago, would have no intercourse with the ships, having 
probably been warned of danger. Next day a party of 
sixty men landed, commanded oy Captain Winter and Mr. 
Doughy, — a name with which, in the sequel, the reader will 
become but too familiar. They repaired to what was de-* 
scribed as the capital of the island, by which must be un- 
derstood the principal aggregation of cabins or huts, but 
finrod it deserted. The inhabitants had fled, and had pre« 
▼iously salted the springs. The country appeared fertile, 
especially in the valleys ; and in the depth of the winter of 
Great Britain they feasted on ripe and delicious grapes. 
The island also produced cocoafmtfi, ai^d tUey saw abiii* 
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^ance of goats and 'wild hens ; thoagh thete good thingSt 
iknd the fresh springs, were unfortunately too far distant from 
ithe ships to be avulable. Salt produced by the heat of the 
(ran formed here an article of commerce, and one of the 
prizes made was a caravel bound to St. Jago for srit. 
' Leaving Mayo on the 30th, on the south-west side of St, 
Jago, they fell in with a prize of more value, — a Portu- 
guese*^ ship bound to Brazil, laden with wine, cloth, and 
general merchandise, and having a good many passengers 
on board. The command of this prize was given to 
Doughty, who was however soon afterward superseded by 
Mr. Thomas Drake, the brother of the general. This i« 
the first time we hear of offences being charged against the 
unfortunate Doughty. It is said he appropriated to his 
own use presents, probably given as bribes to obtain good 
usage, by the Portuguese prisoners. These captives I]M[e 
generously dismissed at the first safe and convenient place, 
giving every passenger his wearing apparel, and presents 
mg them v^lth a butt of wine, provisions, and the pinnace 
he had set up at Mogadore. Only the pilot was detained, 
Kuno de Silva, who was acquainted with the coast of Brazil, 
and who afterward published a minute and accurate account 
of Drake's voyage. 

Here, near the island named by the Portuguese Isia del 
Fogo or the Burning Island, where, says the Famous 
Voyage, ** on the nprth side is a consuming fire, the matter 
whereof is said to be sulphur,'* lies Brava, described in the 
early narratives as a terrestrial paradise, — ** a most sweet 
and pleasant island, thp trees whereof are always ffreen, 
and fair to look upon ; in respect of which thejr call it Isla 
Brava, that is. The Brave Island.'* The ** soil was almost 
full of trees ; so that it was a storehouse of many fruits 
and commodities, as figs always ripe, cocoas, plantains, 
oranges, lemons, citrons, and cotton. From the brooks 
into the sea do run in many places silver streams of sweet 
and wholesome water," witn which ships may easily be 
supplied. There was, however, no convenient harbour nor 
anchoring found at this *< sweet and pleasant" island, — the 
volcanic tops of Del Fogo ** not burning higher in the air'* 
than the foundations of Brava dipped sheer into the sea. 

* Portugal was at this time annexed to the crown or Spain, which 
enabled the English naTigatora to reconcile an attack on the Favtagaeiis 
jjibips to conscleoow not however yalrticularly scrupalous. 
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'The squadron now approached the equinoctial line^ 
ctmietimeB becalmed, and at other times beaten about with 
tempests and heavy seas. In their progress they were in* 
debted to the copious rains for a seasonable supply of water. 
They also caught dolphins, bonitos, and flying-fish, which 
fell on the decks, and could not rise again **for lade 
of moisture on their wings.*' They had Utt the shore af 
Brava on the 2d February. On the 28th March their valu- 
able Portuguese prize, which was their wine-cellar and 
store, was separated in a tempest, but afterward rejoined 
at a place which, in commemoration of the event, was called 
Cape Joy. The coast of Brazil was now seen in 31 j^^* \ 
•oath. On the 5th April 'the natives, having discovered > 
the ships on the coast, made great fires, went through va- 
rious incantations, and offered sacrifices, as was imagined^ 
to t)ie Devil, that the prince of the powers of the air might 
raise storms to sink the strangers. To these diabolical arts 
the mariners doubtless attnbuted the violent lightning, 
thunder, and rain which they encountered in this latitude. 

About Cape Joy the air was mild and salubrious, the 
joil rich and fertile. Troops of wild deer, 'Marge and 
mighty," were the only living creatures seen on this part 
of the coast, though the footprints of men of large stature 
were traced on the ground. Some seals were killed here, 
fredi provisions of any kind never being neglected. On 
the 14th of April, DraJ^e anchored withm the entrance of 
Rio de la Plata, where he had appointed a rendezvous in 
case of separation after leaving the Cape de Yerd Islands ; 
And here the caunter, which had separated in a gale on the 
7th, rejoined, when the expedition sailed 18 leagues farther 
into the river, where they killed sea-wolves (seals), — " whole- 
some but not pleasant food.'* Still farther in, they rode 
in fresh water ; but finding no good harbour, and having 
taken in water, the fleet, on the 27th, stood out, and after- 
wud southward. The Swan lost them on the first night, 
and the caunter, ever apt to go astray, was separated ten 
days afterward. In 47^ south a headland was seen, within 
which was a bay that promised safe harbourage ; and hav- 
ing, on the 12th May, entered and anchored, Drake, who 

* AiMNber aeeoont say* 38^ south. In determininff tbe latitude or loiir 
gHode, th« amboriiy of Burnev in generally fbUowed in this vtriume, as 
Uscmliianc practical aUU makes hin observations on tbe diserecwvcVef 
is (he diflfereut accounts pT^reat value. 
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,' fieUom devolved the duty of examination on an inferior 
> officer, went off in the boat next morning to explore th^ 
i)ay. Before he made land a thick fos came on, and was 
followed by bail weather, which took from him the sight 
jof the fleet. The company became alarmed for their pro- 
Aeotor and general, in whom all their hopes of fortune, 
fame, ^d even of preservation were placed. The Man* 
gold, a bark of light weight, stood in for the bay, picked 
tip the captain-general, aiid came to anchor. In the mean 
while the other jships, as the ^le increased, had been com- 
pelled U> stand out to sea. The fog whieh had fallen be- 
-tw;een Drake and the fleet also took from his sight an In* 
,dian, who, loudly shaking a rattle, danced in time to the 
discordant music he made, and by his vestures seemed tQ 
invite the strangers on shore. Next day Drake landed, 
and several Indians came in sight, to whom a white flag 
was waved in token of amity, and as a signal to approseh. 
•The natives acknowledged the symbol of peace, but still 
kept at a wary distance. 

Drake now ordered fires to be lighted as signals to the 
^hips ; and ^hey all rejoined, save the two vessels fonnerly 
jseparated. 

In a sort of storehouse here, above fifty dried ostriches 
were found, besides other birds laid up, dry or drying for 
provision, by the Indians. It was believed by some of the 
English that these had been left as a present ; and Drake, 
whether believing or not in so rare an instance of bospi- 
.taJity, appropriate the dried birds to the use of his com-* 
pany. It is a charitable conjecture that some of his own 
wares were left in return. The manner in which these 
ostriches, whose fiesh supplied food while their feathers 
furnished ornaments, were snared deserves notice. Plumes 
of feathers were affixed to a stick, made to resemble the 
head and nec^ of the bird. Behind these decoys the hunter 
concealed himself and, moving onwards, drove the ostriches 
into some narrow tongue of land, across which strong nets 
were placed to intercept the return of the bird, which runs, 
J)yt cannot fly.* Dogs were then set upon the prey, which 
^as thus taken. 

* It is to be understood that in this volome objects of Nafnrsl HiKory 
fitfi often described according to the notions of early voyagers, and no| 
'Bm Airther research and observation, and the discoveries wd dissigc]^ 
jiooB of science, warrant. 
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The chcHcc of the place in which the fleet now laj haa 
f>een dictated by necessity alone. On ihe 15th il waW 
abandoned, and on the 17th they anchored in a good iNnrt,' 
in 47^° south. . Here seals were so plentiful thatiipwanl^ 
of 200 were killed in an hohr. Whife the crews were fill- 
ing the water-botts, killing seals, and ssilting birds' for fii- 
tare provision, Drake in the Pelican, and Captain Winter 
in the Elizabeth, set out on different courses in quest of the' 
Swan and the Portuguese prize. On the same (iay DrakA fell 
m with the Swan, and, before attempting thd Araits, fbnMsci'j 
the prudent resokitioi^ of diminishing the cares and hazards I 
of the voyage by redacinff the number of his ships. The \ 
Swan was accordingly biwen up for firewood, after «(B h^i'j 
materials and stores had be^n removed^ 

When the ships had lain here a ffew days, & part^ of the 
natives came to the shore, dancing, leaping, ^d making 
signs of invitation to a few of the seamen then on a small 
island, which at low water conmuAucated with the main- 
land. They were a handsome, strong, agile race, lively 
and alerL Their only covering was the skm of an animaly 
which, worn about their middle when vriSdrigf ?fluf Wrapped 
round their shoulders while they squatted' oi lay on tMe 
ground. They were painted over the whole body iftffr a 
grotesque fashion. Though fancy and ingdhlBity were dis- 
played in the figure^ and patterns, and" in the &tntfABt arid 
variety of colours,, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
practio6 had its origin in utility, and was adopted as a de- 
fence agiSinRt cold, ornament being at first only a sedondafy 
consideration, though, as in more refined regions,' it Sbm^ 
times usurped the place of the principal object'. These 
Indians being first painted all over, on th5s groundwork 
many freaks of fancy were displayed: while futl-moons 
were exhibited to advantage on a black ground,' and blMk 
suns on a white one< Some had one shionlder bl^k and 
the other white ; but these were probably persons who' 
Carried the mode to the extreme. 

On semng that the signals made wer<J ihterpreted in' a 
friendly way, Drake sent a Soat to tl^e shore with bells, cut-; 
leryv and such small wares as wf ire likely to be attractive aiid' 
acceptable to the tastes of the natives. As the boat neared the' 
shore, two of the group, who had been standing on a height/ 
moved swiftly down, but stopped short at a little distance.' 
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The presents were festened to a pole, and left on the beach i 
and after the boat pat off they woe remoted, and in return 
such feathers aa the nattres won, and the carved bonea 
whidi they used as ornaments, were deposited near or fast- 
ened to ine same pole. Thus a friendly, if not profitable 
or oaefiil, traffic was established. For such trifles as the 
Engliih bestowed they gave in return the only articles 
they posseaaed to'which value was attached. These were 
bows, arrows made of reeds and pointed with flint, feathers, 
and carved bones. Their mode of exchange was to havia 
eveiy thing placed on the ground, from wl^nce the gooda 
were removed, and the artide bartered for substituted. Bt 
some of the voyagers thes^ PMpk are described as of gi- 
gantic stature. They were'in a gay and cheerful dispoai^ 
tion ; the sound of the trumpets delighted them ; and they 
danced merrily with the sailors. - One of their number, imo 
had tasted wine, and became, it b stated, intoxicated iritfi 
the mere smell befonthe ghutreaeh^ his lipa, always 
afterward approached the tents crying, ** Wine, wme t"-— 
Their mnMa|»al article of food was sciihlB, and sometiiiies 
the flesh of other animals ; all of which ^SuBf reasted, or 
rather scorched for a few minutes, in large ramps of six 
pounds' wei^tt, and then devoured near^ raw,-*^** meii and' 
women teainiff it with their teeth like lions.** 

The fleet sailed from Seal Bay, as this phu^ ^as naiiedf 
on the 3d June, and on the 12tn came to aildbor la a bay 
where they temained for two days, during wfiish they 
stripped the caunter, and allowed it to drift. Ihitts hait- 
thus reduced his force to a more compact and msMigeable 
form. The place from which this veiSel was sent idrift- 
is sometimes called the Cape of Good Hojte, but seems tor' 
have been named Cape Hope. From the I4th to the ITth' 
May the fleet cruised abcmt in search of the Mary, the 
Portuguese p4se, and then came to aiid^or in a bay 60® 
2(K south. On th6 19th the missinff vessel was found, and 
next day the whole squadron anchored in ths Port 8t« 
Julian of Magellan in 40^ $0' south ; where, says ons 
relation, " we found the gibbet still standing on the nudii 
where Magellan did execute justice iQion some of his re- 
bellions and discontented company.** iSo soon as the ships 
'v&ero safely moored, Drake and some of his oflScers went 
tfff in'a boat to examine the capabihtisvof this part of Uie 



tTNFORTUNAtE AfFBAY. 73 

eoMt, and on landing met two men of immense staturef 
who t^peared to give them welcome. These were of th# 
Patagoiiian tribes of Magollan. A few trifles presented to 
them were accepted with pieasurcf and they were apparently 
delighted by the dexterity with which the ganner used the 
English bow in a trial of skill, sending his arrows so &f 
beyond their best aim. Nothing, however, can be more 
fickle and capricious than the friendship of most sava^ 
tribes. An Indian of less amiable disposition than his 
companions approached, and with menacing gestures 8ig-> 
ni&ed to the crew to be gone. Mr. Winter, an Engliiui 
gentleman, displeased with the interruption given to thei^ 
pastime by this churlish fellow, between jest and earnest 
drew a shaft, partly in mtimidation, but also to prove the 
superiority of the English bow and skill. The bowstring 
tmfinrtanately snapped ; and while he was repairing it a 
sodden shower of arrows wounded him in the shoulder and 
the side. Oliver, the gunner, instantly levelled his piece ; 
but it nussed fire, and the attempt proved the signal for his 
destmction. He was pierced through with an arrow, and 
immediately dzopped. At this critical moment Drake 
ordered the rest of the party to cover themselves with their 
targets and advance upon .the Indians, who were fast, 
mustering. With ready presence of mind, Im directed hi4 i 
men, at the same time, to break every arrow aimed at them, ' 
•s the assailants must thus soon expend their stock. The 
captain-general might at this juncture have remembered 
that in tne meUe where Magellan lost his life the same 
arrows were picked up by the people of Matan, and repeat* 
•dly shot, as they drove the Spaniards into the water.-^-- 
At the same instant in which he gave the order, Draktf 
•etKed the gunner's piece, and taking aim at the man who 
had killed Oliver and begun the affray, he shot him in th# 
belly. This turned the fate of the hour, and probably pro* 
vented the massacre of the whale party of £ngUsh ; fot 
many more of the Pataeonians were seen hastening from 
the woods to support their countrymen, when the hideous 
bellowing of the wounded man struck with panic those 
ftlieady engaged, and the whole fled. It was not thought 
prudent to pursue them, nor even to tarry on shore ; Mr. 
Winter was therefore borne off to the ships ; but in the 
hast« o£ embaikation the body of the gimner was left.-^ 

O 
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Next day, when looked after, the body was found munjored, 
jBare that an English arrow had been thrust into the left 
eye. The clothes were in part stripped off, and formed 
into a pillow or truss, which was placed under the head of 
the corpse. Winter soon afterward died of his wounds. 

This unfortunate affray appears to have been more the 
consequence of misunderstanding than design; and the 
usage of the dead body and subsequent conduct of the natives 
evince a leM revengeful and ferocious disposition than is 
usually displayed even among the mildest savage tribes 
when inflamed by recent battle. liuring the remainder of 
the time that the fleet lay here no further nM>lestation was 
offered to the English. 

The stature of these tribes, and of those in the straits, 
has been the subject of dispute among navigators from the 
voyage of Magellan to our own times, each succeeding 
band being unwilling to yield an inch to their precuxvon, 
or to meet with ** giants" less formidable than those which 
had been previously seen. Cliffe, however, says, " thej 
were of ordinary height, and that he had seen Englishmen 
taller than «ny of them ;" and then, like a true seaman of 
the period, he imputes their exaggerated stature to the 
** lies" of the Spaniards, from whom no good thing could 
come ; and who, in the imaginary impunity of escapmg de- 
tection from the navigators of other nations, related these 
marvellous tales. ** The World Encompassed" makes the 
heiffht of these people seven feet and a half. It is not un^ 
likely that the mists, haze, and storms through winch the 
natives were often partially seen in the straits, or on those 
wild coasts, perched on a rock or grovelling on the groundt 
may be the origin of the pigmies and giants of the eaily 
navigators ; but that tribes of tall though not gigantic sta- 
ture were seen in the South Sea islands, and aMo on the 
western coasts of the continent of America, from its south- 
ern extremity as far north as was then explored, does nd 
admit of doubt.* 



* The Fatagonlan race in still amonff tbe leaat known of all the Sooth 
American tribes. There is no doubt, however, of its existence, nor of 
tbe flict that it is characterized by proportions exceeding the ordinary 
dimensions of manliind. The Patagonian people are or limited nnmben, 
and inhabit the eastern shores of the most southern point of tte New 
Worid, onder a cold and steril dime. They wander about ftam one 
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While the fleet lay at Port St. Julian an event occurred, , 
which, as the contradictory evidence is viewed, must either 
he termed the most heroic or the most questionable act in 
the life of Admiral Drake. Mr. Thomas Doughty, a man 
of talent, and too probably of ill-regulated ambition, had 
«erved as an officer in the fleet, and it is said enjoyed in a 
high degree the afl*ection and confidence of the captain-gen- 
eral, who must voluntarily have selected him as one of his 
company. Doughty was at this place accused of conspiracy 
and mutiny ; o( a plan to massacre Drake and the prin- 
cipal officers, and thus defeat the whole expedition ; as if 
the first-imagined crime did not constitute sufficient guilt. 
The details of this singular aflair are scanty, obscure, and 
perplexed ; and no contemporary writer notices any spe- 
cific fact or ground of charge. The ofience of Doughty 
is purely constructive. Clifie dismisses the subject in 
one seaman-like sentence, merely saying, ** Mr. Thomas 
Doughty was brought to his answer, — accused, convicted, 
and beheaded." The account in " The World Encom- 
passed" is more elaborate, and for Drake apologetic, but 
not much more -satisfactory. It contains strong general 
charges, but no record of facts, nor a shadow of proof of the 
general allegations. These early chroniclers appear either 
thoroughly convinced of the guilt of the culprit, or indifler- 
ent to the propriety of convincing others of the justice and 
necessity of their captain's sentence, or they were fully con- 
vinced that the accused merited his fate. Doughty had pre- 
viously been called in question for his conduct in accepting 
gifts or bribes while in the Portuguese prize, and he had 
aflerwurd strayed once or twice with the same vessel, which 

district to another, and are bat imperrectly eivilized. Their dispoti- 
liona, however, are peaceable, although their great bodily strength 
would aeem to fit them Tor warlike enterprise ; but it sometimes hap- 
pens that gigantic forms are not accompanied by a corresponding increase 
of physical energy. The average height of these people is about six 
feet,— an altitutle which is also extremely frequent among the chiefli and 
nobles of the South Sea islands. The comiilexion of the Patagonians is 
tawny ; their hair, of which the colour is black or brown, is lank, and 
for the most part very long. It appears that tills tribe have succeeded 
in the training of horses,— an unusual accomplishment in a tribe other- 
wise so uncivilized ; but this, of course, must have been a compara- 
lively modem exercise of their ingenuity, as horses were unknown in 
AmtriOL prior to the period of the Spanish eonquest. 
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was burnt to prevent like accidents. According to one ac- 
count his treason was of old date ; and before the fleet left 
Pl3mfiouth he had been hatching plots against his com- 
mander, who refused to believe " that one he so dearly loved 
would conceive evil againet him, till perceiving that lenity 
and favour did little good, he thought it high time to call 
those practices in question, and, therefore, setting good 
watch over him, and assembling all his captains and gentle- 
men of his company together, he propounded to them the 
good parts that were in this gentleman, and the great good- 
will and inward affection, more than brotherly, which he 
had, ever since his first acquaintance, borne him, and after- 
ward delivered the letters which were written to him 
(Drake), with the particulars from time to time, which had 
been observed not so much by himself as by his good 
fHends ; not only at sea, but even at Plymouth ; not bare 
words, but writings ; not writings, but actions, tending to 
the overthrow of the service in hand, and making away 
his person. Proofs were required, and alleged so many 
' end so evident, that the gentleman himself, stricken with 
remorse, acknowledged himself to have deserved death, 
yea, many deaths ; for that he conspired, not only the over- 
throw of the action, but of the principal actor also.'* The 
account continues in the same strain, asserting that forty 
of the principal men of Brake's band adjudged the culprit 
to deserve death, and gave this judgment under their hand 
and seal, leaving the manner to the general, who allowed 
the unfortunate man the choice of being either abandoned 
on the coast, taken back to England to answer to the lords 
of the queen's council, or executed here. He chose the lat- 
ter, requesting, it is said, that he might " once more receive 
the holy communion with the captain-general before his 
death, and that he might not die other than the death of a 
gentleman." The circumstances of the execution are 
striking. Mr. Fletcher celebrated the communion on the 
next day. Drake received the sacrament with the con- 
demned man, and afterward they dined together " at the 
same table, as cheerfully in sobriety as ever in their lives 
they had done ; and taking their leaves, by drinking to each 
other, as if some short journey only had been in hand.'* 
Without further delay, all things being in readiness, Doughty 
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walked forth, requested the bystanders to pray for him, and 
sabmitted his ne^ to the executioner. 

Camden's version of this transaction does not differ ma- 
terially from the above. The ch^lain of the fleet, Mr. 
Francii Fletcher, left a manuscript journal of the voyage, 
ncfw deposited in the British Museum, which contradicts 
many of the important statements in the other relations. 
He asserts that the criminal utterly denied the truth of the 
charges against him, upon his salvation, at the time of com- 
mumcating, and at the hour and moment of his death. Mr. 
Fletcher l^ewise affirms that no choice of life or death was 
given him upon any conditions. It is evident, that in the 
opinion of the chaplain Doughty was an innocent and a 
murdered man ; the victim of a conspiracy not rigidly sifted 
by the general, and in which the actors too probably con- 
sulted lus secret wishes. 

The fleet had not long left England when the affair of 
the Portuguese prisoners, in which there might be dishon- 
our, but no crime deserving severity of punishment, and still 
less death, was brought against him. But in Port St. Ju- 
lian, Fletcher remarks, ** more dangerous matter is laid to 
his charge, and by the same persons (John Brewer, Ed- 
ward Bright, and others of their friends), namely, for words 
•pokcn by him to them in the general's garden at Plymouth, 
which it had l>een their part and duty to have discovered 
them at the time, and not have concealed them for a time and 
place not so fitting." Besides the vague charges made of 

Slots and mutinous conduct, and the anomalous oflence of 
eing ** an emulator of the glory of his commander," another 
eaoee is assigned for the death of Doughty, which, if it were 
flupported by reasonable proof, would nx a deeper stigma on 
the character of Drake than all his other questionable deeds 
pat together. In England the age of dark iniquitous in- 
trigue had succeeded the times of ferocity and open vio- 
lence ; but the dependants and partisans of the leading men 
in the state were still as criminally subservient to the flagi- 
tious designs of their patrons as when their daggers had 
been freely drawn in their service. It was alleged that 
Captain Drake had carried this man to sea to rid the pow* 
erfol Earl of Leicester of a dangerous prater, and in timo 
and place convenient to revenge his quarreL 

«2 
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It is iirobable that the intimacy of Doaghty with Ciqptaia 
Drake had commenced in Ireland, as both had served under 
Essex ; and it is affinned that the real crime of the fonner 
^as accusing Leicester of plotting the secret mmder of lus 
noble rival, of which few men m England befievad him 
wholly goiltless. On the other hand, Essex was the potion 
of Drake, who, it is reasonably nreed, was tfans much more 
likely to protect than punish a friend bioagfat into troaUa 
for freedom of speech on an occasion that would have 
moved stocks or stones. It may be further pleaded in be« 
half of Drake, that, with the exception of the ch^lain, 
whose relation has however every made of sincerity and 
good faith, no man nor officer in the fleet has left any r»- 
eovd or surmise of objection to the justice of the execn- 
tiooi though the affair, after the return of the expedition, 
- was keenly canvassed in England.* In his whole course of 
. life, Drake maintained the character of integrity and hu- 
i manity ; nor did he lack generosity in fitting season. He 
at all times discovered a strong sense of religion, and of 
moral obligation, save in the case of the Spaniards and 
** Portugals," for which, however, ** scapdivinity" afforded 
an especial exception. That he could have put an innocent 
man to death to conceal the crimes, or execnta the ven- 
geance of Leicester, is too monstrous for belief; and that, 
conscious of the deepest injustice, he should have gone 
through the solemn religious observances which preceded 
the perpetration of his crime, presents a picture of odious 
hypocriay and cold-blooded cruelty more woithjof a demon 
than a brave man. The case resolves itself into the simple 
necessity of maintaining discipline in the fleet, and sustain- 
ing that personal anthority which, in a commander, is a 
duty even more important than self-preservatian. Drake's 
notions of authority mieht have been somewhat oyop* 
strained ; nor is it unlikely that he unconsciouslv imbibed 
slight feelings of jealousy of ** this emulator of his gloiy." 
Eveiy one who mentions Doughty speaks of him as a man 

* la sn old relation (written by himself) of the adventures of " Peter 
Carder, a ^ipwrecked Seaman," belonsing to Drake^ fleet, ws ftti 
Ibat when, alter bis lonff detention aud miracoloos escape fhmi tbe 
savages uod the *' PortugaJe," he returned to England, on being azaOBliied 
bofbre the queen, and relating his marvellous baps, she quesUoofd hfaB 
^or the manner of Blaster V^ughty's execuUon." 
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of great endowments. Mr. Fletcher is warm in his praise. 
** An indastrious and ikoat man,^ says Camden, etm when 
relating his crimes, and one, it appears, of sufficient con- 
sequence to be imagined the cause of disquiet to the still ali- 
powerfiil Leicester. 

Immediately after the execution, Drake, who to his other , 
mialities added the gift of a bold natural eloquence, addressed : 
his whole companyv ** persuading us to unity, obedience, 
love, and regard of aax voyage ; and for the better confirm»- 
tion thereof wished every man the next Sunday following, to 
prepare himself to receive the communion as Christian 
brethren and firiends ought to do ; which was done in very 
rever^t sort, and so with good contentment every man 
went about his business." 

' Doubt and darkness will, however, always hang over this 
transaction, though probably only from the simple reason of 
no formal record being kept of the proceedings. Doughty 
was buried with Mr. Winter and the ffunner on an island in 
the harbour, and the chaplain relates that he erected a stone, 
aiid on it cut the names of these unfortunate Englishmen, 
and the date of their burial. 

The ships, by the breaking up of the Portuguese prize, 
were now reduced to three ; and being ** trimm^" and sup- 
plied with wood and water, and such other necessaries as 
could be obtained, they sailed from this ** port accursed" on 
the 17th August. ClifTe relates, that while they lay here, 
the weather, though in July and August, was as coU as at 
mid-winter in England. On the 20th they made Gape de 
\bm Virginos, entered the strait, and on the 24th anchored 
30 leases within it. 

There is a considerable variation in the relations of 
Drake's passage of the straits. The statements are even 
absolutely contradictory on some points, though the dis- 
ajgreements, when the facts are sifted, are more apparent 
than real, every narrator noting only what he had oimself 
witnessed or casualhr gathered frtnn the in^mation of 
others. The original narrative of the passage by the Por- 
tuguese pilot, Nunc de Silva, is among the most interesting 
and accurate ; but in the present account an attempt is made 
to combine whatever appears most striking and important in 
the difierent relations. The eastern mouth of the strait 
was found about a league broad ; the land bare and flat. 



GO PIGMIES IN THE STRAITS. 

On the north side Indians were seen making mat fires ; 
but on the south no inhabitants appeared. The length was 
computed at HO leagues. The tide was seen to rise (set- 
ting in from both sides) about fifteen feet. It met about the 
middle, or rather nearer the western entrance. Tlie me- 
dium breadth was one league. Where the ships came to 
anchor on the 24th were three small islands, on which they 
killed 3000 " of birds (penguins) hi^Hn^ no wings, but 
short pinions which serve their turn in swmmiing.'' Thej 
were as ** fat as an English goose." 

'* The land on both sides was very huge vvd mountain- 
ous ; the lower mountains whereof, although they be very 
monstrous to look upon for their height, yet uien are others 
which in height exceed them in a strange manner, reaching 
themselves above their followers so high that between them 
did appear three regions of clouds. These mountains are 
covered with snow at both the southerly and easterly parte 
of the strait. There are islands among which the sea bath 
his indraught into the straits even as it hath at the main 
entrance. The strait is extreme cold, with frost and snow 
continually. The trees seem to stoop with the burden of 
the weather, and yet are green continually, and many good 
and sweet herbs do very plentifully increase and grow under 
them." 

Such are the nacural appearances described. Near the 
western entrance a number of narrow channels, with which 
the whole of that side abounds, occasioned some difficulty 
m the navigation; and Drake, with his usual caution, 
brought the fleet to anchor near an island, while he went 
out m his boat to explore these various openings to the 
South Sea. In this expedition Indians of the pigmy race, 
attributed to a region abounding in all monstrous thinss, 
were seen ; though both the gigantic and diminutive size 
of these tribes are brought in question even by contempo- 
rary relations. Yet theee pigmy Indians were seen close 
at hand, in a canoe ingeniously constructed of the bark of 
trees, of whieh material the people also formed vessels for 
domestic use. The canoes were semicircular, being high 
in the prow and stem. The seams were secured by a 
lacing of thongs of sealskin, and fitted so nicely that there 
was little leakage. The tools of these ingenious small 
lolks were formeid of the shell of a very large species of 
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muscle, containing seed-pearls, which was found in the 
straits. These shells they tempered, if the word may be 
used, so skilfully that they cut the hardest wood, and even 
bone. One of their dwellings, which might, however, be 
but a fishin&r.hut, was seen rudely formed of sticks stuck 
in the ground, over which skins were stretched. 

Early in September the western entrance was reached ; 
and, on the 6th of the same month, Drake attained the 
long-desired happinete of sailing an English ship on the 
South Sea. 

The passage of Drake was the quickest*^ and easiest that 
had yet been made, fortune favouring him here as at every 
other point of this voyage. The temperature was also 
much milder than had been experienced by former navi* 
gators, or the English seamen might probably be more hardy 
and enduring than those of Spain. 

One main object of Drake in leaving England was unf 
doubtedly the discovery of a north-west passage, by follow4 
ing the bold and novel track his genius chalk^ out, and in 
wmch he might still hope to anticipate all other adventurers^ 
whether their career commenced nrom the east or the west.! 
On clearing the straits he accordingly held a north-westl 
course, and in two days the fleet had advanced 70 leagues. I 
Here it was overtaken by a violent and steady gale from 
the north-east, which drove them into 57^ south latitude, and 
300 leagues to the west of Magellan's Straits. While 
•till driving before the wind under bare poles, the moon 
was eclipsed at five o'clock in the aflemoon of the 15thy 
but produced neither abatement nor change of the wind. 
^ Neither did the ecliptical conflict of the moon improve our 
stated nor her clearing again mend us a whit, but the accus* 
tomed eclipse of the sea continued in his force, we being 
darkened more than the moon sevenfold." 

On the 24th the weather became more moderate, the wind 
shifted, and they partly retraced their course, for seven 
days standing to the north-east, during which land was 
seen, near which a vain attempt wa« made to anchor. 
Their troubles did not end here,— once more the wind got 
back to its old quarter, and with great violence ; and on uie 

* Lopes Vax makes the time spent in paastog the strsits only twdvs 
days, and it coold nut be above fifteen, where months had been occupied 
by less fortunate or skiinu navigators. 
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30th the Marigold was separated from the Elizabeth and 
the Golden Hind, as Drake on entering the South Sea had 
named his ship, in compliment it is said to his patron Sir 
Christopher Hatton. They made the land ; but the Marigold 
was borne to sea by the stress of the gale, and was never 
heard of more ! We do not even find a conjecture breathed 
about the fate of this ship. On the evening of the 7th 
October the Golden Hind and Elizabeth made a bay near 
the western entrance of Magellan*8 Straits, which was 
afterward named the Bay of Parting Friends ; and here 
they intended to he by till the weather improved. During 
the night the cable of the Hind broke, and she drove to sea ; 
nor did Captain Winter, in the Elizabeth, make any attempt 
to follow his commander. Heartily tired of a voyage of 
which he had just had so unpleasant a specimen, he next 
day entered the straits, secretly purposing to return home. 
Edward Cliffe, who sailed in the Elizabeth, and whose 
relation stops with her return to England, stoutly denies 
for the seamen the craven intention of abandoning their 
commander. Captain Drake ; and even asserts that some 
efforts were made to find the admiral^s ship, though of a 
very passive kind. Anchoring in a bay within the straits, 
fires were kindled on the shore ; so that, if Drake sought 
them in this direction and on that day, there was a chance 
of his finding them. This duty discharged, they went into 
secure harbourage in a place which they named Port Health, 
from the rapid recovery of the crew, who had lately suffered 
so much from cold, wet, and fatigue. In the large muscles 
and other shellfish found here Uiey obtained pleasant and 
restorative food ; and remained tiU the beginning of No- 
vember, when the voyage was formally abandoned, ''on 
Mr. Winter's compulsion, and full sore against the mariners' 
minds.'* Winter alleged that he now despaired of the 
captain-general's safety, or of being able to hold his 
course with the EUzabeth for the imagined Ophir of New 
Spain. 

It was the 11th November before the Elizabeth got clear 
of the straits, — an eastward voyage that had only been 
once performed, and by a Spanish navigator, Ladrilleros, 
twenty years before, and believed to be next to impossible, 
—and June in the following year before^ Winter returned to 
England, with the credit of having made the passage of the 
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straits eastward, and the shame of having deserted hiff 
commander, while his company, with nobler Spirit, showed 
unshaken fidelity and unabated ardour. 

There is more interest in fdlowing the fortunes of the 
Hind, which we left tossed about in the misnamed Pacific. 
Drake was once more carried back to 55^ south, when he 
judged it expedient to run in among the islands or broken 
land of Tierra del Fuego ; where, together with a supply 
of seals and firesh water, a season of repose was found from 
the continual fatigues of the last month. But this interval 
of ease was of short duration ; they were once more driven 
to sea in a gale, and suffered the further calamity of being 
parted from the shallop, in which were eight seamen with 
almost no provisions. While the Hind drove farther and 
farther south, the shallop was in the first instance so far 
fortunate as to regain the straits, where the men salted and 
stored penguins for future supply. They soon lost all hope 
of rejoining the captain-general ; so, passing the straits, 
they contrived to make, in their frail bark, first for Port St. 
Julian, and afterward Rio de la Plata, where six of them, 
-wandering into the woods in quest of food, were attacked 
by a party of Indians. All were wounded with arrows ; 
but, while four were made prisoners^ two escaped, and 
joined their two comrades left in charge of the boat. The 
Indians pursued, and the whole four were wounded before 
the natives were beaten back and the shallop got off. The 
Englishmen made for a small island at three leagues* di»> 
tance, where two of their number died of their wounds : — 
nor was this the last calamity they were to endure ; the 
shallop was dashed to pieces in a storm. 

A melancholy interest is connected with this fragment 
of Drake*s original company. On the desolate island in 
which they remained for two months no fresh water was 
to be found; and though they obtained food firom eels, 
•mall crabs, and a species of fruit resembling an orange, 
their sufferings from intense thirst came to an extremity 
too painftd and revolting to be made the subject of narra- 
tive. At the end of two months a plank ten feet long, 
which had drifted from Rio de la Plata, was picked up, 
smaller sticks were fastened to it, and a store of provision 
was laid in ; then committing themselves to God, paddling 
and clinging to this ark, they in three days and two nights 
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made the maililaiid, which had so long tantalized theif 
tighU In relating the issne of this adventufe, the words 
of Peter Carder, the survivor, are adopted : — " At ^ur first 
coming on land we found a little river of sweet and pleasant 
water, where William Pitcher, my only comfort and com- 
panion, although I dissuaded him to the contrary, overdrank 
mnkself, being perished before with extreme thn-st ; and, to 
my unspeakable grief and discomfort, died half an hour 
after in my presence, whom I buried as well as I could in 
the sand.'* 

The subsequent adventures of Peter Carder among the 
savages on the coast of Brazil, and his captivity among the 
Portuguese of Bahia de Todos los Santos, form an amus- 
ing ami interesting section of Purchases Pilgrims. After a 
nine years' absence he got back to England, and had the 
honour of relating his adventures before Queen Elizabeth, 
who presented hun with twenty-two angels, and recom* 
mended him to her lord high admiral, Howard. — To return 
to Drake. His ship, now driven southward farther than 
before, again ran in among the islands. This is an import* 
ant stage in the navigation of Drake as a voya^ of dis- 
covery. He had reached the southern extremity of the 
American continent, and been driven round it ; for '* here 
no land was seen, but the Atlantic and South Sea meeting 
in a larse free scope." 

On the 28th October the weather, which nnce the 6th 
September, when they entered the Pacific, had been nearly 
one continued hurricane, became moderate, and the Golden 
Hind came to anchor in twenty fathoms water, though within 
a gunshot of the land, in a harbour of an island of which the 
southern point has long been known as C^pe Horn. 

Sir Richard Hawkins, the son of Sir John, and the te* 
puted kinsman of Admiral Drake, relates that he was in* 
formed by the navigator himself that ** at the end of the great 
storm he found hunself in 60^ S.,"* which was sufficient 
proof that he had been beaten round without the strait ; 
and, moreover, that froin the change of the wind not being 
able to double the southernmost island, he anchored under 
the lee of it, cast himself down upon the extreme point, and 

* The ODly authority now to be finmd nudrea the latitude 50^ S. ; boc 
Ik is pubaWy a mirtslw of the imsnwnsis or printer, aad skooM beiOV. 
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feached over as far as was safe ; and after the ship sailed 
told his company that he had been " upon the southernmost 
point of land in the world known or likely to be known, and 
farther than any man had ever before ventured.*' 

Mr. Fletcher, the chaplain, also landed here. He found 
this island three parts of a degree farther south than any of 
the other islands. 

To all the islands discovered here Drake gave the general 
name of the Elizabethides, in compliment to his royal mis- 
tress. They were mhabited, and the natives were fre- 
quently seen, though little appears to have been learned of 
their character or customs. 

Having thus discovered and landed on the southernmost 
part of the continent, Drake changed the Terra Incognita 
of the Spanish geograpliers into the Terra bene nunc Cog- 
nita of his chaplain, and on the 30th October, with a fair 
wind from the south, he held a course north-west ; but being 
bent on exploring, afterward kept east, not to lose the coast. 
On the 25th November they anchored at the island of Mocha, 
off the coast of Chili, where the captain-general landed. 
Cattle and sheep were seen here, and also maize and pota- 
toes. Presents were exchanged with the Indians, and next 
day a wateruig party, which Drake accompanied, rowed to- 
wards the shore, in full security of their pacific dispositions. 
Two seamen who landed to fill the water-casks were in- 
stantly killed, and the rest of the party narrowly escaped an 
ambush laid for them in case they should come to the assist- , 
ance of their countrymen. They were fiercely assailed -< 
with arrows and stones, and every one was wounded more 
or less severely. The general was wounded both in the 
face and on the head, and the attack was continued so 
warmly and close that the Indians seized four of the oarsw 
This unprovoked attack was imputed by the ship's company 
to the hatred which the inhabitants of Chili bore the Spaiy 
iards, whom, it was presumed, they had not ytet learned to 
distinguish from other Europeans. In this view it was for- 
given by men whose prejudices and animosity were equally 
strong with those of the Indians. 

Sailing along the coast, with the wind at south, on th« 
dOth November they anchored in a bay about 32° S., and 
sent out a boat to examine the shores, which captured anl 
brought before tl^ captain an Indian found fie^g in hi* 
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canoe. This man was kindly treated. 'A present of linen 
and a chopping-knife gained his affections, and he bore the 
message of Drake to his countrymen, who, induced by the 
hope of like gifts, brought to the ship's side a fat hog and 
poultry. It was at this time of more consequence to one 
main object of the voyagers, who, doing much for the glory 
of England and Elizabeth, wished at the same time to do a 
little ror themselves, that an intelligent Indian repaired to 
the ship who spoke the Spanish language, and, believing 
them mariners of that nation, unwittingly gave them much 
valuable information. From him they learned that they had 
by six leagues oversailed Valparaiso, the port of St. Jago*, 
where a Spanish vessel then lay at anchor. The innocent 
offer of Felipe, when he saw their disappointment, to pilot 
them back was eagerly accepted. On the 4th December 
they sailed from Philip's Bay, as they named this harbour 
in honour of their Indian pilot, and next day, without any 
difficulty, captured the ship, the Grand Captain of the South 
Seas, in which were found 60,000 pesos of gold, besides jew- 
els, merchandise, and 1770 jars of Chili wine. This was a 
joyful beginning ; each peso was reckoned worth eight shil- 
lings. The people of the town, which consisted of only 
nine families, fled ; and Drake's followers revelled in the 
unforbidden luxury of a general pillage of wine, bread, 
bacon, and other things most acceptable to men who had 
been so long at sea, both for present refreshment and also 
for storing the ship. In every new Spanish settlement, 
however small, a church rose as it were simultaneously. 
The small chapel of Valparaiso was plundered of a silver 
chalice, two cruets, and its altar-cloth, which, to prevent 
their desecration and to obtain a blesshig on the voyage, 
were presented to Fletcher, the pastor of this ocean-flock. 
They sailed on the 8th with their prize, taking, however, 
f^nly one of the crew, a Greek named Juan Griego, who was 
capable of pilotinff them to lima. Their Indian guide Fe- 
lipe was rewarded, and sent on shore near his own home. 
From the most southern point of this coasting voyage Drake 
had been continually on the outlook for the Marigold and 
Elizabeth; and the Hind being too unwieldy to keep in 
near the coast in the search, a pinnace was intended to be 
built for this duty as well as for other operations which the 
captain-general kept in view. A convenient place for this 
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pUT|>ose had been found at Coquimbo. Near the spot se- 
lected the Spaniards had raised or collected a considerable 
force ; and a watering-party of fourteen of the English was 
here surprised, and with some difficulty escaped from a body 
of 300 horse and 200 foot. One seaman was killed, owing, 
however, to his own braggart temerity/ 

In a quieter and safer bay the pinnace was set up, and 
Drake himself embarked in it to look after the strayed ships ; 
but the wind becoming adverse he soon returned. They 
quitted this harbour on the 19th January, 1579, invigorated 
by a season of repose, by the refreshments and booty ob- 
tained, and by the hopes of richer plunder and more glorious 
conquest. With few adventures they sailed along the toast, rA 
till accidentally landing at Tarapaza they found a Spaniard 
asleep on the shore, with thirteen bars of silver lying beside 
him, as if waiting their arrival. Advancing a little farther, 
on landing to procure water, they fell in with a Spaniard 
and an Indian boy driving eight lamas, each of which was 
laden with two leathern bags containing 501bs. of silver, or 
8001bs. in all. The lamas, or Peruvian sheep, are described 
by the old voyagers as of the size of an ass, with a neck 
like a camel, and of great strength and steadiness, forminff 
the beast of burden of these countries. They were indeed 
the mules of the New World, but a much more valuable ani- 
mal, as the wool is fine and the flesh good. The credulity 
of the most credulous of the family of John Bull — ^his sons 
of the ocean — was here amusingly displayed. If the coast 
of Peru was not literally strewed with gold, pure silver was 
found so richly mixed with the soil that every hundred- weight 
of common earth yielded, on a moderate calculation, me 
ounces. 

The eight lamas and their precious burden being brought 
on board, the Golden Hind next entered the port of Ariea, 
where two or three small barks then lay. These, when 
rifled, were found perfectly unprotected, the crews being on 
shore, unable to imagine danger on this coast. Arica is 
described as a beautiful and fertile valley. The town con^ 
tained about twenty houses, which, the Famous Voyage 
states, ** we would have ransacked if our company had been 
better and more numerous ; but our general, contented with 
the spoil of the ships, put to sea, and sailed for Lima** in 
pursuit of a vessel very richly laden, of which they bad db- 
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tained intelligeiice. The ship, of which they weito now m 
hot panuit, got notice of her danger in time to land the 
treasure with which she was freighted, — eight hundred bars 
of silTer, the property of the King of Spain. Drake, now 
preparing for active measures, rid himself of every encamp 
brance by setting all the sails of his prizes, and turning 
them adrift whithersoever the winds might carry them. The 
arrival of these tenantless barks on some wild coast or 
lonely island may yet form the theme of Indian tradition, 
though more probably they must all have been dashed to 
pieces. 

Tidings of the English being upon the coast had by this 
time been despatched overland to the ffovemor at Lima ; but 
the difficulty of travelling in these stiU tangled and trackless 
regions enabled Drake to outstrip the messen^r, and on 
the 13th September to surprise the Spanish ships lying in 
Callao, the port of Lima. The spoil was trifling £>r the 
number of vessels. In boarding a ship from Panama, which 
was just then entering the port, an Englishman was killed. 
Another account says he was shot from a boat while pm^ 
suing the crew, who were abandoning the vessel. In one 
ship a chest of ryals of plate and a considerable store of 
linens, silks, and general merchandise were obtained. From 
the prisoners Dn^ learned that ten days before (Lopez Vaz 
makes it but three) the Cacafliego, laden with treasure, had 
sailed for Panama, the point from whence all goods were 
carried across the isthmus. This information at once de- 
termined the course of our navigator ; and as ships from 
Callao to Panama were in the habit of touching at interme- 
diate places, he reckoned the Gacafuego already his prize. 
As a measure of precaution the mainmasts of the two largest 
prizes found here were cut away, the cables of the smdler 
ones were severed, and, the goods and people being pre- 
viously removed, the whole were abandoned to the men^ 
of the winds and waves ; while Drake bore northward in full 
sail, or when the wind slackened was towed on by the 
boats, each man straining to reach the golden goaL But 
this rather anticipates the course of the narrative. 

When intelligence of Urake*s ship at last reached lima, 
it was presumed some of the Spanish crews had mutinied, 
and that the Golden Hind was a Spanish vessel turned {n- 
tate, so little was an attack by the English on this side of 
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the continent deemed possible^ or that the ships' of any na- 
tion save Spain could pass the intricate and fatal Straits of 
Magellan. On being apprized of the real &ct and of the 
danger impending, Don Francisco de ToNdo, thd viceroy at 
Lima, immediately repaired to the port with a force esti- 
mated by Lopez Yaz at 2000 horse and foot. The Golden 
Hind still remained in sight of the port, and neariy becalmed. 
Two vessels, in each of which 300 fighting men were em- 
barked, were equipped in all haste, and the capture of Drake, 
the pirate-heretic, was already confidently reckoned upon. 
At the same hour in which they left the port to make the 
attack a fresh gale sprung up, and the English ship pressed 
onward. The flight and pursuit were continued for some/ 
time, as it was not the policy of Drake, with his very infe-j 
nor force, to risk an action. By an oversight, most for*] 
tunate for the English, the Spaniards, in their eagerness 
and confidence of an easy conquest, had neglected to take 
provisions on board. Famine compelled them to abandon 
the pursuit, bat Don Francisco lost no time in remedying 
this inadvertence. A force of three ships, fully equippec^ 
was despatched under the command of Pedro Sarmiento de 
Gamboa, but arrived too late. The same commander after- 
ward long watched, and waited in vain, the return of Drake 
by the straits. On his recommendation they were after- 
ward fortified and a colony planted, — an abortive attempt 
which cost Spain much treasure and many lives. 

Near Payti a small vessel, in which s^e silver ornaments 
were found, was rifled and dismissed; and on passing Payti, 
from the crew of a vessel which was searched they learned 
that the Oacafuego had the start of them now only by two 
days. Every nerve was fresh-braced for pursuit ; but the 
fiiture advantage hoped for did not lead them in the mean 
time to despise present small gains. Two more vessels 
were intercepted, rifled, and turned adrift, the crews being 
first landed. In one of these some silver and 801bs. of gold 
were found, and a golden crucifix, in which was set **a 
goodly and great emerald." They also found a good sup- 
ply of usefiu stores and a large quantity of cordage, which 
made most part of the cargo. On the 24th February they 
crossed the line, the Oacafuego still ahead and unseen ; and 
Drake, to animate the hopes and quicken the vigilance of 
liii company, offered as a reward to whoever smuld fini 

H2 
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desoiy the prize the ^Id chain which be aeonlly yron» Dm 
vewm wae gained by Mr. John Drake, who at three o'clock 
in the afternoon of the let of March, from the maet-heady 
dlBcemed (he prize, which by six o'clock was boarded and 
taken. This capture was made off Cape Francisco. 1!^ 
captain, a Biscayan named Juan de Anton, was eo little 
aware of hia danger, that seeing a vessel coming up to him 
under a press of sail, he concluded that the viceroy had setit 
some important message, and struck his sailto to await the 
approach of the Golden Hind. When aware from closer 
inspection of his mistake, he tried to escape ; but he was 
abeady within reach of Drake's guns, and possessed no 
defensive weapons of any kind. Yet, with the brave spirit 
I of his province^ the Biscay an refused to strike till his miz* 
zemnast was dhot away and be himself wounded by an 
'arrow. 

This ship proved to be a prize worth gaining. It con* 
tained 26 tons of silver, 13 chests of lyals of plate, and 80 
lbs. of gold, besides diamonds and mferior gems, — ^the 
whole estimated at 360,000 pesos. 

Among the spoils were two very handsome silver ffilt 
bowls belonging to the pilot, of which Drake demanded 
one ; which the doughty Spaniard surrendering, presented 
the other to the steward, as if he disdained to hold any 
thing by the favour of the English. The " Famous Voyage" 
records some capital salt-water jests made on this occasion 
at the expense of the Spaniards. It must be owned that 
the. laoflh was wholly on the side of the English. 

Had Drake, thus richly laden, now been assured of a safe 
and an easy passage to Ens^and, it is probable that the 
Golden Hind might not on this voyage have encompassed 
the globe. The advanced season, iMwever, and the out- 
look whidi he was aware the Spaniards would keep for his 
return, forbade the attempt of repassing the straits ; while 
the glory of discovery, and the hope of taking his immense 
Areasure safely to Encrland, determined him m the resolu- 
tion of seeking a north-west passage homeward. Though 
not in ffeneral communicative, his plans were no sooner 
formed man he unfolded them to the ship's company, wiUi 
the persuasive eloquence of a man eminently fitted for com* 
mand. The crew were now in high spirits, andfiiU of oqbp 
fidence ia their skilfiU, bold, and sneceaifiil leader. 
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eounself which carried all the weight of command, was ** to 
seek out some convenient place to trim the ship, and store 
it with wood, water, and such provisions as could be found, 
and thenceforward to hasten our intended journey for the 
discovery of the said passage, through which we might 
with joy return to our longed homes." 

With this resolution they steered for Nicaragua, and on 
the 16th March anchored in a small bay of the island of 
Canno, which proved a good station to water and refit. The 
j>innace was once more on active duty, and a prize was 
brought in laden with honey, butter, sarsaparilla, and other 
commodities. Among the papers of the prize were letters 
from the King of Spain to the governor of the Philippines, 
and sea-charts, which afterward proved of use to the £ng* 
lish. While Drake lay here a violent shock of an earth- 
quake was felt. From Canno they sailed on the 24th 
March, the captain-general never loitering in any port be- 
yond the time absolutely necessary to repair the ship and 
take in water. On the 6th April they made another valua- 
ble prize. Being already well suppUed with stores, their 
choice was become more nice and difficult ; and selecting 
only silks, linen, delicate porcelain, and a falcon of finely- 
wrought gold, in the breast of which a large emerald was 
set, the vessel Has dismissed, and of her crew only a negro 
and the pilot detained, who steered them into the harbour of 
Guatalco. Landing, according to their approved good prac- 
tice, to ranstK:k the town, it is related in the Famous 
Voyage that they surprised a council then holding on cer- 
tain negroes* accused of a plot to bum the place. To theur 
mutual astonishment, judges and culprits were hurried on 
board in company, and the chief men were compelled to 
write to the townspeople to make no resistance to the 
English. The only plunder found in ransacking this small 
place, in which there were but fourteen, persons belonging 
to Old Spain, consisted of about a bushel of ryals of plate. 
One of the party, Mr. John Winter, seeing a Spaniard 
taking flight, pursued and took from the fugitive a chain of 
gold and some jewels. This is related with great exulta- 
tion, as a feat of peculiar dexterity and merit. All the 

* Probably Indians, the name Negro or fodiaa being used Indlscrlmt- 
Bstely by the sarly voyagen. 
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Spaniards on board th6 Golden Hind were now set at lib 
crty. The Portuguese pilot, Nuno $ilva, who had been 
brought from the Cape de Veid Islands, was also dismissed^ 
and probably at this place wrote the relation of the yoyape 
from which quotations ha^e been made in this memoir. 
Silva's account was sent to the Portuguese viceroy in India» 
and long afterward fell into the hands of the English. 

Satiated with plunder on sea and shore, Drake, on the 
1 6th April, sailed on that bold project of discovery formerly 
communicated to his company, and by the 3d of June had 
ffone over 1400 leagues, in different courses, without see- 
ing land. They had now reached 43° north, the cold was 
become very severe, andy in advancing two or three degrees 
farther, so intense, that meat froze the mstant it was removed 
from the fire, and the ropes and tackling of the ship became 
rigid from the influence- of the frost On the 5th, beinff 
driven in by the winds, land was seen, and they anchored 
in a small bay, too unsheltered, however, to permit of their 
remaining. Drake had not expected to find the coast 
stretching so far westward. The wind was now become 
adverse to holding a northerly course, although the extreme 
cold, and the chill, raw, unwholesome fogs which sur- 
rounded them had made such a track desirable. The land 
seen here was in general low ; but wherever a height ap- 
peared it was found covered with snow, though now almost 
midsummer. The land seen was the western coast of Cali- • 
fornia. On the 17th June they anchored in a good har- 
bour, on an inhabited coast. As the Hind drew near the 
shore the natives approached, and an ambassador or spokes- 
man put off in a canoe, who made a formal harangue, ac- 
companied with much gesticulation. When the oration 
was concluded, he made a profound obeisance and retired 
to the laud. A second and a third time he returned in the 
same manner, bringing, as a gift or tribute, a bunch of 
feathers neatly trimmed and stuck together, and a basket 
made of rushes. Of these rushes it was afterward found 
that the natives fabricated several useful and pretty things. 
The females, though the men were entirely naked, wore a 
sort of petticoat composed of rushes, previously stripped 
into long threads resembling hemp. They also wore deer- 
skins round their shoulders ; and some of the men occa- 
sionally used furs as a covering. It was jemarkedi that the 
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Indians appeared as sensible to the extreme severity of the 
weather as the English seamen, — cowering, Bhivenng,>and 
keeping huddled together, even when wrapped up in their 
fiirs. The basket brought by the Indian ambassador or 
orator was filled with an herb which, in some of the original 
relations of the voyage is called tahah, the native name, and 
in others tobacco. The Indian was either afraid or unwil- 
ling to accept of any present from the English in return for 
this simple tribute, but picked up a hat which was sent 
afloat towards him. The kindness of Drake ultimately \ 
gained the confidence of these people. 

The ship had some time before sprung a leak, and it was 
here founa necessary to land the goods and stores that she 
might be repaired. On the 21st this was done, though the 
natives appeared to view the movement with suspicion and 
dissatisfaction. They, however, laid aside their bows and 
arrows when requested to do so, and an exchange of 
presents further cemented the growing friendship. They 
retired apparently satisfied ; but had no sooner reached 
their huts, which stood at a considerable distance, than a 
general howling and lamentation commenced, which lasted 
all night. The females especially continued shrieking in a 
wild and doleful manner, which, if not absolutely apralling 
to the English, was yet to the last degree painful. Drake, i 
whose presence of mind never forsook him, and who was \ 
seldom lulled into false security by appearances of firiend- 
ship, mistrustin? the .state of excitement into which the 
Indians were raised, took the precaution of intrenching the 
tents, into which the goods and the crew had been removed 
while the repairs of the ship were in progress. For the 
two days following *Hhe night of lamentation" no native 
appeared. At the end 6i that time a great number seemed to 
have joined the party first seen ; and the whole assembled <m 
a height overlooking the fortified station of the ship's com- 
pany, and appeared desirous of approaching the strangers. 
The ceremonies were opened by an orator or herald mining 
a long speech or proclamation, with which the audience 
were understood to express assent by bowing their bodies 
at the conclusion, and groaning in chorus — oh ! or oh ! oh t 
After this friendly demonstration, for as such it was in* 
tended, a deputation of the assembly stuck their bows inio 
the euth, and, bearing gifts of feathers and rUsh baskets 
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with tabahy descended towards the fort. While tnis was 
passing below, the women, niixed with the group on the 
height, began to shriek and howl as on the ** night of laxor 
entation," to tear their flesh with their nails, and dask 
themselves on the ground, till the blood sprung from their 
bodies. This is said, in the Famous Voyage, to have been 
part of the orgies of their idol or demon worship. Drake, 
it is said, struck with grief and horror, and probably not 
without a tincture of superstition, ordered divine service to 
be solesonized. The natives sat silent and attentive, at 
proper pauses breathing their expressive *< oh P^ in token of 
assent or approbation. With the psalms, sung probably to 
one of the simple solemn chants of the old chiirch, they 
appeared affected and charmed ; and they repeatedly after- 
wud requested their visiters to sing. On taking leave 
they decUned the gifts tendered, either from superstitious 
droad, or as probably on the same principle which makes a 
clown at a &ir afraid to accept the tempting shilling offered 
by a recruiting sergeant, — ^from no dislike to the coin, or 
reluctance to drink the king*s health, but from groat distrust 
of the motives of the giver. The voyagers, with amusing 
self-complaisance, ascribe this fear or delicacy to the deep 
veneration of the natives, and to their thinking ** themselves 
sufficiently enriched and happy that they had free access to 
see us.** 

The Indians hero managed their foreign relations with 
ceremonial that might have sufficed for more refined socie- 
ties. The news of the arrival of the English having spread, 
on the 26th two heralds or pursuivants arrived at head- 
quarters, craving an audience of the captain-general on the 
part of their ktoh or king. The precursor of majesty, ha- 
rangued a full half-hour, his associate dictating to, or 
prompting him, and concluded by demanding Umlcus of 
friendship and safe conduct for the chiefs These were 
cheerfully given. 

The approach of the hioh was well arranged, and impos- 
ing in effect. First came the sceptre or mace-bearer as he 
is called, though club-bearer would be the more correct 
phrase. This officer was a tall and handsome man, of 
noble presence. His staff or club of office was about five 
feet in length, and made of a dark wood. To this were 
Attached two pieces of uct-work or.chiun-work, curiously 
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ind delicately wrought, of a bony sobitance, minute, thin^ 
and burnished ; and consisting of innumerable links. He 
had also a basket of tabah. These net-cauls or chains were 
supposed to be insignia of personal rank and dignity. Akin 
to the crosses, stars, and ribands of civilized nations,— 
the number of them worn denoting the degree of conse- 
quence, as the importance of a pasha is signified by the 
number of his tails. The king fallowed his minister, and 
in his turn was succeeded by a man of tall stature, with an 
air of natural grandeur and majesty which struck the £ng^ 
lish visiters. The royal guard came next in order. It was 
formed of 100 picked men, tall and martial-looking, and 
clothed in skins. Some of them wore ornamental head- 
dresses made of feathers, or of a feathery down which 
grew upon a plant of the country. The king wore about 
his shoulders a robe made of the skins of the species 
of marmot afterward described. Next in place in this 
national procession came the common people, every one 
painted, though in a variety of patterns, and with feathers 
stuck in the club of hair drawn up at the crown of their 
heads. The women and children brought up the rear, 
carrying each, as a propitiatory gift, a basket, in which was 
either tabah, broiled fish, or a root that the natives ate both 
raw and baked. 

Drake, seeing them so numerous, drew up his men in 
order, and under arms, within his fortification or block-> 
house. At a few paces* distance the procession halted, 
and deep silence was observed, while tne sceptre-bearer, 
prompted as before by another official, harangued for a full 
half-hour. His eloquent address, whatever it might im* 
port, receiving the concurrent '^ oh P* of the national assem* 
bly, the same orator commenced a song or chant, keeping 
time in a slow, solemn dance, performed with a stately air, 
the king and all the warriors joining both in the measdre 
and the chorus. The females also moved in the dance, but 
silently. Drake could no longer doubt of their amicablo 
feelings and peaceful intentions. They we|re admitted, still 
singing and moving in a choral dance, within the fott. The 
orations. and songs were renewed and prolonged; and th& 
chief, placing one of his crowns upon the hewl of the cap- 
tain-general, and investing him with the other imagined 
msignia of royalty, courteously tendered him hie whoke 
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dominions, and hailed him lung ! Songi of triiuniih wera 
ndsed, as if in confirmation of this solemn cession of terri* 
toiy and soveieignty. Such is the interpretation which the 
old voyagers put up<m a ceremony that has heen moie n^ 
ticmally conjectured to resemble the interchange or exchanM 
of tiames, which in the South Sea islands seals the bonds 
of friendship ; or as something equivalent to a European 
host telling his visiter that he is master of the house« 
« The admiral," it is shrewdly observed, ** accepted of thie 
new-offered dignity in her majesty's name, and for her use } 
it being probable that, from this donation, whether made in 
jest or earnest by these Indians, some real advantage 
might hereafter redound to the English nation and interest 
in uese parts.*^ We are expressly mformed that the natives 
afterward actually worshipped their guests ; and that it 
was necessary to check their idolatrous homage. They 
roamed about among the tents, admiring all they saw, and 
expressing attachment to the English in their own peculiai 
fashion. It was for the yoimgest of the company these 
fondnesses were imbibed. To express affection, the Indians 
surrounded and gazed upon them, and then began to howl 
and tear their flesn till they streamed in their own blood, to 
demonstrate the liveliness and strength of their affection* 
The same unnatural and uncouth shows of regard con« 
tinned to be made while the English remained on the 
coast ; and obeisances and homage were rendered, which, 
being considered as approaching to sacrifice or worship, 
were strenuously and piously disclaimed. These people 
are described as an amiable race ; of a free, tractable, 
kindly nature, without guile or treachery. To mark their 
esteem of the EnsUsh, and confidence in their skiH and an- 
periorit?^, it may be noticed that they applied for medica^ 
ments for their wounds and sores. 

The men, as has been noticed, were generally naked ; but 
the women, besides the short petticoat woven of peeled bul- 
rushes, wore deer skins, with the hair on, round their shoul- 
ders. They were remarked to be good wives, — ^very obedient 
and serviceable to their husbands. The men were so robust 
and powerful that a burden which could hardly be borne by 
two of the seamen, a single native would with ease cany 
up and down hill for a mile together. Their weapons were 
Mws and arrows, but of a feeble, useless kind* Tbeif 
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dwellings were constracted m a round form, built of eartfa^ 
and roofed with pieces of wood joined together at a com* 
mon centre, somewhat in ibrm of a spire. Being partly 
under ground, they were close and warm. The nre was 
placed in the middle, and beds of rushes were thread on 
the floor. 

Before sailing, Drake made an excursion into the interior. 
Immense herds of deer were seen, large and hti ; and the 
country seemed one immense warren of a species of cony 
of the size of a Barbary rat, -** their heads and faces lifca 
rabbits in England ; their paws like a mole, their tails WoB 
a raL Under their chin on each side was a pouch, into 
which they gathered meat to feed their young, or serve 
th^nselves another time." The natives ate the flesh of 
those animals, and greatly prized their skins, of which the 
state-robes worn by the king at his interview with Drake 
were made.* 

The admiral named this fair and fertile country New Al- 
bion, and erected a monument of his discovery, to which 
was nailed a brass plate bearing the name, efligy, and arms 
of her majesty, and asserting her territorial rights, and the 
date of possession being taken. 

Drake had spent thirty-six days at this place,^^ long but 
necessary sojourn ; but the repairs of the ship being com* 
Dieted, on the 23d July he bore away from Port Drake,! the 
kind-hearted natives deeply bewailing the departure of their 
new friends. The regret, good-vrill, and respect were in- 
deed mutuaL The Indians entreated the English to re* 
member them, and as a farewell oflering or homage secretly 
provided what is called a sacrifice. WhUe the ship remainea 
in sight they kept fires burning on the heights. It is de- 
Ughtful at this time to hear of Europeans leaving grateful 

* Captain Beechey Infomn as, tbat the fields In tin viciaity of San 
Francisco are burrowed by a small rat resembling ttam rmu amaiu, by 
a moantain-rat of the ericettu kind, and by another little animal r osem ' 
bling a sqairrel, which is named ardillo, and is said to be most exodlent 
eating. The species above alluded to by Drake taaa bf aome been svp* 
posed synonymous with the tucan of Fernandez, and the CaDadapoucbed 
rat, or mus bursariu* of Shaw. 

t Ttiere is some difference of opinion about the locality of Port Drake; 
English navigators supposing it the Port San nnmciseo of tbe Span- 
iards, while the latter think it a port foor leagues flutber north. Captatti 
Beechey, who In the winter of 1836 lay bare fiir ats waaks, givas Ml 
opinion on the sobjeet. 
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remembrances of their TLBits on any coast, and the pleasure 
is enhanced by being able to claim this honour for our coun- 
trymen. It was from some fancied resemblance to the white 
cliffs of England that Drake bestowed on the coast he had 
surveyed the name of New Albion.* 

Next day a store of seals and birds were caught at some 
small islands which are now supposed to be the Farellones 
of modem charts. 

Thus far had Drake boldly explored in search of a pas- 
sage homeward, either through an undiscovered strait, or 
around the northern extremity of the continent of America ; 
but now this design, so honourable to his enterprise and 
even to his sagacity, was for the present abandoned ; the 
winds being adverse, and the season too much advanced to 
prosecute rarther so perilous an adventure. Leaving the 
scene of his discoveries on the western coast of America, 
which are reckoned to begin immediately to the north of 
Cape Mendocino and to extend to 48^ N., Drake, with the 
unanimous consent of his company, having formed the de- 
sign of returning home by India and the Cape of Good 
^pe, sailed westward for sixty-eight days without coming 
in sight of land. On the 13th September he fell in with 
some islands in 8^ N. As soon as the Golden Hind ap- 
peared, the natives came off in canoes, each containing from 
four to fourteen men, bringing cocoanuts, fish, and fruits. 
Their canoes were ingeniously formed and prettily orna- 
mented, hollowed out of a single tree, and so high at the 
stem and prow as to be nearly semicircular. The islanders 
were not yet sufficiently enlightened in mercantile atfairs to 
have learned that honesty is the dealer's best policy. Brakes 
however, instead of imitating the conduct of Magellan, and 
instantly shooting them for thieving, or burning their 
houses, endeavoured to bring them to a sense of propriety 
merely by refusing to traffic with those who were round dis- 
honest. This excited their displeasure, and a general attack 
of stones was commenced. A cannon, not shotted, fired 
over their heads to scare them away had only this effect for 
a short time. The general was at last compelled to adopt 

* After passing Punta de los Reyes, Captain Beecbey awaited tbe 
return of day off* some white clUTs, which he believed most be tlioee 
which made Sir Francis Drake bestow on this tract of eeantry tte nams 
sf New Albion. 
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more severe measctres of retaliation, and we are told in ▼Wi^ 
terms that " smart was necessary as well as terror.** The 
natives of those Islands of Thieves, as they were named by 
the English, had the lobes of their ears cut out into a circle^ 
which hung down on their cheeks. Their teeth were black 
as jet, from the use of a powder which they constantly on- 
ployed for the purpose of staining them. This powder they 
flurried about with them in a hoUow cane. Another pecu* 
liarity observed was the length of their nails, which was 
above an inch. It has been conjectured, veith every marie 
of probability, that Drake's Islands . of Thieves are the 
iislands named De Sequeira, discovered by Diego da Rocha, 
as mentioned at p. 44 of this volume, and the relew Islands 
of our own times ; if so, the morals of the inhabitants must 
have improved greatly in the long interval which elapsed 
between this first visit of the English and that made by Cap- 
tain Wilson in the Duff. The wind coming fair, on the 3d 
October the Golden Hind stood westward, and on the 16th 
of the month made the Philippines in 7^ d' north of the line. 
They first fell in with four islands having a thick popttla« 
tion, or the appearance of it. These they visited, and after- 
ward anchored in Mindanao. Sailing hence on the Z2df 
they kept a southerly course, and passed between two 
islands about six or eight leagues south of Mindanao) sup- 
posed to be Sarangan and Candigar. 

On the 3d November the Moluccas were seen, and they 
steered for Tidore ; but in coasting along Motir a boat came 
off, from which Drake learned that the Portufuese, expelled 
from Terrenate, or Temate, by the king of that island, had 
fixed their head-quarters at Tidore. In this boat was the 
Viceroy of Motir, which island was under the sovereign^ 
of the powerful and warlike King of Temate. As soon as 
the viceroy understood that Drake had no reason either to 
love or trust the Portuguese, he entreated him to dianse 
his destination ; and the ship accordingly steefed for the 
port of Ternate. 

Previous to coming to an anchor before the town, a cour* 
teous offer of friendship was made by the general through a 
messenger whom he sent on shore with a velvet cloak as a 
present to the kinff, and who was instructed to say that the 
English caipe hither only to trade and to procure refresh- 
ments. The viceroy of Motir had previously disposed the 
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king to give Drake a favonrable reception. To the gene- 
ral's message a gracious answer was returned. All that the 
territories of the King of Temate afforded were at the dis- 
posal of the English, and that prince was ready to lay him- 
self and his whole dominions at the feet of so glorious a 
princess as the Queen of England. By some of the voyagers 
this flourish of oriental hyperbole is most literally inter- 
preted. The English envoy was received with great pomp ; 
and as credentials, or safe-conduct, a signet (we are not told 
in what form) was transmitted through him to the captain- 
general. Before the ship came to anchor the king put off 
to pay it a visit of welcome and ceremony. The royal 
equipment consisted of three state barges, or canoes, filled 
with the most distinguished persons of his retinue. They 
wore dresses of white muslin, — " white lawn, of cloth of 
Oalicut." Over their heads was a canopy or awning of per- 
fumed mats, supported on a firamework of reeds. Their 
persona] attendants, also dressed in white, stood next them; 
and beyond these were ranks of warriors armed with dirks 
and daggers. These again were encircled by the rowers, 
»f which there were eighty to each barge, placed in galle- 
ries raised above the other seats, three on each side. They 
rowed, or rather paddled, in cadence to the clashing of cym- 
bals, and altogether made a gallant show. The kmg, who 
advanced in the last barge, was saluted with a dischtf ge of 
all the great guns, and tne martial music which Drake em- 
ployed on occasions of ceremonial struck up. The canoes 
paddled round and round the ship, the king appearing de- 
lighted with the music^ and gratified by the siffns of wealth 
and magnificence exhibited by his visiters. He. was him- 
self a tall, stout, gracefiil man, and celebrated as a conqueror 
and warrior. By policy and force of arms he had not only 
expelled the Portuguese from this island, but subdued many 
others, so that seventy islands now owned his sway. He 
professed the &ith of Mohammed, which was now become 
the religion of all his dominions. It is worthy of remark, 
that in the ceremonies and external observances of royalty 
the native princes of these Indian islands might have vied 
with the most polished courts of Europe. Elizabeth, whose 
board was daily spread with lowly bends and reverences, 
was not more punctilious in ceremonial and etiquette 
than the sovereign of Temate. His courtiers and attend- 
ants approached the royal presence with the most profound 
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respect, no one speaking to the king save in a kneeling pos« 
ture. As soon as the snip came to an anchor the king took 
leave, promising another visit on the following day. 

That same evening a present of fowls, rice, sugar, cloves, 
Bndfrigo was received, and ** a sort of fruit,*' says the Fa- 
mous Voyage, ** they call sago, which is a meal made out 
of the tops of trees, melting in the mouth like sugar, hut 
eating like sour curd ; but yet when made into cakes will 
keep so as to be very fit for eating at the end often years." 
It is pleasant to come thus upon the first simple notice of 
those productions of other climes which have so long con* 
tributed to the comfort, variety, or luxury of European com- 
munities. 

Instead of coming on board next day the king sent his 
brother to bear his excuses, and to remain as a hostage for 
the safe return of the captain-general, who was invited to 
land. The invitation was not accepted, the English having 
some doubts of the ffood faith of the fair-promising sove- 
reign of Temate. But some of the gentlemen went on 
shore ; their first acquaintance, the Viceroy of Motir, re- 
maining as a hostage, as well as the king's brother. On 
landing, they were received with the pomp which had been 
intended to grace the entrance of Di^e into the capital ; 
another brother of the king and a party of the nobles con- 
ducted them to the palace, which stood near the dismantled 
fort of the expelled Portuguese. There they found an 
assembly of at least a thousand persons, sixty of them being 
courtiers or privy-counsellors, " very grave persons," and 
four Turkish envoys, in robes of scarlet and turbans, who 
were then at the court of Temate concludins: a treaty of 
commerce. The king was guarded by twelve lances. " A 
glorious canopy embroidered with gold was carried over his 
head." His garb was a robe of cloth of gold, hanging loose 
about his person ; his legs were bare, but on his feet he wore 
slippers of Cordovan leather. Around his neck hung a 
weighty chain of gold, and fillets of the same metal were 
wreathed through his hair. On his fin^rs ** were many 
fair jewels." At the right side of his chair of state stood a 
page cooling him with a fan two feet in lenrth and one in 
breadth, embroidered and adorned with sapphires, and fest- 
ened to a staff three feet long, by which it was moved. Hia 
voice was low, and his aspect benign. 

12 
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Drake did not afterward land ; and the offers made of 
exclusive traffic with the English were, it appears, received 
by him with indifierence. 

Having procured a supply of provisions and a considerable 
quantity of cloves, the Golden Hind left the Moluccas on. 
the 9th November, and on the 14th anchored at a small 
island near the eastern part of Celebes, which they named 
Crab Island. This place being uninhabited and affording 
abundance of wood, though no water was found, tents were 
erected on shore, and fences formed around them ; and here 
they resolved effectually to repair the shipfbr her homeward 
voyage. This proved a pleasant sojourn. The island was one 
continued forest of a kind of trees, large, lofly, and straight 
in the stem, nor branching out till near the top ; the leaves 
resembling the broom of England.* About these trees 
flicker innumerable bats ** as big as hens." There were 
also multitudes of shining flies no bigger than the common 
fly in England, which, skimming up and down in the air, 
between the trees and bushes, mwle them appear *^ as if they 
were burning.'^ There were also great numbers of land* 
crabs, described as a sort of crayfish, '' which dig holes in 
the earth like conies, and are so large that one of them will 
dine four persons, and very good meat."t 

At a small neighbouring island water was procured, and 
on the 12th December, having lain at Crab Island about a 
month, the Hind sailed for the west, and soon got entangled 
among islets and shoals, which induced them to steer for 

* But Ibr tbis resemblance of the fbliage we should say the descrip- 
tion reftrs to ■ome species of palm. 

t Tke islands of the Indian and eastorn seas are still inhabited bjr 
several species of bat of large dimensions : but it is by no means easy 
to ascertain, flrom the vague and brief allusions of the earlier voyagers, 
the precise species which they intended to indicate. Tlie lesser TemtOt 
bat of Pennant, figured by 8eba (1 tab. 57, fig. 1 and S), occurs both in 
the island of Timor and in that flrom which it derives its specific name. 
It is the pteropui straminetu of M. Gr«'oflh>y (Ann. Mus. torn. 15, p. 05), 
to whom we owe the b«Bt part of our knowledge of the cheiropieroas 
tribes. Several flying quadrupeds of the genus galeopitkecus likewiss 
inhabit Ihe Moluccas. 

The fireflies of eastern countries belong chiefly to the hemipterous 
order, especially the genus/u^^toro, and are remarkaUe Ibr the emission 
of a very pure and beautlAil light. 

Land-crabs, properly so called, belong to the genus gecareinvs ; they 
dwell in subterranean excavations during the greater portion of the year, 
and proceed to the sea in immense bands at particular seasons to depos* 
tie their ova. Their habits are noctarnaL 
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iiB south, to get free of such dangerous ground. At this 
tune occurred the most imminent peril and providential 
escape that attended this remarkable voyage, — an incident 
as much resembling a visible interposition of Divine aid 
where human hope was perished as any to be found among 
the almost miraculous records of preservation contained in 
the relations of maritime adventure. 

After being teased for many days, on the 9th Jannarjf 
they flattered themselves that the shoals were at last cleared* 
On that same evening, early in the first watch, while the 
Golden Hind with all her sails set was running before a 
fair wind, she came suddenly upon a shelving rock, and 
stuck fast. Violent as was the shock she had sprung no 
leak, and the boats were immediately lowered to sound, and 
ascertain if an anchor could be placed in such a situation as 
would permit the ship to be drawn off into deep water* 
But the rock in which she was as it were jammed shelved so 
abruptly that at the distance of only a few yards no bottom 
could be found. A night of great anxiety was passed ; and 
when the dawn permitted a second search for anchorageh 
groand, it only ended in more confirmed and bitter disap* 
pointment. There seemed no help of man; yet in the 
midst of their calamity several fortunate, or more properly 
providential, circumstances intervened. No leak had been 
sprung ; and though the ebb-tide left the ship in only six 
feet of water, while, so deeply was she treastire-laden, thir^ 
teen were required to float her, a strong and steady gale 
blowing from the side to which she must have reeled as the 
tide gradually receded supported her in this dangerous po* 
sition. In this dreadful situation, instead of giving them» 
selves up to despair or apathy, Drake and his company be- 
haved with the manliness, coolness, and resolation which 
have ever in the greatest perils characterized British seamen. 
The crew were summoned to prayers, and, this solemn duty 
fulfilled, a last united effort was made for the common safety* 
A quantity of meal, eight of the guns, and three tons in 
cloves were thrown overboard. This partial lightening pro- 
duced no visible effect ; the ship stuck as fiut as l^fore* 
The simple lanmiage of the original narrative is so much 
more forcible and touching than any modem paraphrase, that 
we at once adopt it. In a single sentence it displays th« 
oianly and self-depending character of Drake, and the vene* 
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ntiion and implicit confidence with which his craw ijBgarded 
bim :— <* Of all other days," says one old relation, ** on the 
9th January, in the yeere 1679 (1680), we ranne upon a 
roeke, where we stuck fast from eight of the clocke at nighte 
till four of the clocke in the afternoon of next day, being, 

. kideed, out of all hope to escs^ the danger ; but our gene- 
xall, as hee had alwayes shown himself couragious, and of 
a gcHxl confidence in the mercie and protection of God, so 
now he continued in the same ; and lest "he should seem to 
perish wilfiilly, both hee and wee did our best endevour to 
save ourselves, which it pleased God so to bless that in the 
ende we cleared ourselves most happily of the danger." It 
was, however, by no effort of their own that they were finally 
extricated, thou^rh nothing that skill and couraee could sug- 

. gest or accomplish was wanting. The wind slackened and 
&11 with the tide, and at the lowest of the ebb veered to the 
opposite point, when the vessel suddenly reeled to her side. 
The shock loosened her keel, and at the moment of what 
fippeared inevitable destruction she plunged into the deep 
water once more as freely afloat as when first launched into 
the ocean. The thankfiilness of the ship's company may 
be imagined.* This dangerous shoal or reef is not far firom 
the coast of Celebes, in 1*^56' S. 

Their perilous adventure made them afterward veiy waiy ; 
and it was not till some weeks had elapsed that, cauticMisly 
exploring their way, they finally extricated themselves firam 
this entangled coast. 

On the 8th February they fell in with the island of Bara* 
tane, probably the island now called Booton, a pleasant and 
fruitful place. It afforded gold, silver, copper, and su^or. 
The fruits and other natural productions were ginger, long 
pepper, lemons, cocoas, cucumbers, nutmegs, frigo, sago, 
6cc. dec. Temate excepted, this island afforded Mtter wd 

* It bas been shrewdly refnaited, that these (rioiis seanMB never for 
one moment eeem to have entertained the idea of throwUiK anv part oC 
their immense treasure overbosrdf which would have materially lisfac- 
ened the ship. The account of the escape given in ** The Famous voy- 
age** diflTen (torn the above, which is, however, regarded as the moat 
authentic relation of this aiinoist miraculous preservation. It states, that 
after the ship was lightened '*the wind (as it were in a roomeht bjr tlM 
special grace of God) changing fVom the starboard to the larboard iMt, 
we hoisted our sails, and the happy gale drove our ship off the rodts tatc 
the sea again, to the no small comfort of all our hearts ; fbr whkii ws 
gave God such praise and thuiks as so great a benefit required." 
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^mter variety of refireshments for the mariner tlum any land 
at which omr navigators had touched aince they had left 
fingland. The inhabitants were worthy of the fertile region 
they inhabited. In form and features they were a hand- 
some people ; in disposition and manners, mUd and firiendly ; 
fair in their dealings, and obliging in their behaviour. The 
men were naked, save a smaU turban and a piece of cloth 
about their waists ; but the women were clothed from the 
middle to the feet, and had their arms loaded with bracelets 
fashioned of bone, horn, and brass. The men universally 
wore ornaments in their ears. These islanders leoeived 
the English with kindness and civility, and gladly supplied 
their wants. 

Leaving Baratane with very favourable impressions of 
the country and the people, they made sail for Java, which 
was reached on the 12th of March. Here the navigators 
remained for twelve days in a course of constant festivity. 
The island was at this time governed by five independent 
ehiefs or rajahs, who lived in perfect amity, and vied with 
each other in showing hospitality and courtesy to their Eng- 
lish visiters. 

The social condition of the Javans at this comparatively 
early period exhibits a pleasing and attractive picture of 
semi-barbarous life, if a state of society may be thus termed, 
which appears to realize many of our late Utopian schemes 
of visionary perfection. The Javans were of good size and 
well-formed, bold, and warlike. Their weapons and armour 
were swords, bucklers, and daggers of their own manufac- 
ture, the Uades admirably tempered, the handles highly or- 
namented. The upper part of their bodies was entirely 
naked, but from the waist downwards they wore a flowing 
garment of silk of some gay and favourite colour. In every 
village there was a house of assembly, or public hall, wlMie 
these social and cheerful people, whom we may call the 
French of the Indian islands, met twice a-day to partake of 
a kind of picnic meal and enjoy the pleasures of conversap 
tion. To this common festival eveiy one contributed at his 
pleasure or convenience, bringing firuits, boiled rice,* roast 

* The Jtvan cookery of rice, as described by Drake^s crew, is worthy 
4>r a place io English cookery t>ook«. An earthen vessel of a oonieal 
Ibrm, open at tlie widefit end, and perforated with hotos, was filled with 
n£e, and plunged into a larger vessel of boiling water. The riee, swsUr 
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fowls, and sago. On a table raised three feet the feast was 
spread, and the party gathered ronnd, '* everyone detight- 
ing in the company of another.*' While the Hind lay here 
a constant intercourse and interchange of kindnesses and 
civilities were maintained between the sea and shore ; the 
rajahs coming frequently on board either singly or to- 
gether. 

But the delights of Java could not long banish the remem* 
brance of England, to which every wish was now directed. 
Making stul m>m Java, the first land seen was the Cape of 
> Good Hope, which they passed on the 15th June. The 
: Spaniards had not more studiously magnified the real dan- 
! gers of Magellan's Straits than the Portuguese had exagge- 
rated and misrepresented the storms and perils which sur- 
round the Cape ; and it required the characteristic intre- 
pidity and consummate skill of Drake to venture with his 
single bark on this doubtful and almost untried navigation. 
It is, however, probable that he suspected the craft which 
suggested this attempt to hoodwink and delude all other 
maritime nations, that Portugal might long retain a mo- 
nopoly of her important discovery. Cert^ it is, that the 
ship's company were surprised that close by the Cap&— 
** the most stately thing and goodliest cape seen in the cir- 
cumference of the whole eartlr' — ^no violent tempests or aw- 
fal perils were encountered ; and they accordingly shrewdly 
concluded the report of the ** Portugals most £Sse.'* 

Deeming it unsafe or inexpedient to halt here, Drake 
Mood for land of which he had better knowledge, and on the 
22d July arrived at Sierra Leone. Water was obtained, 
and the refreshment of fruits and oysters, of which, we are 
told, *' one kind was found on trees spawning and increas- 
ing wonderfully, — the oyster suffering no bud to grow.'* It 
was imagined the 26th of September, 1680, when, without 
touching at other land, Captain Drake, after a voyage of two 
years and ten months, came to anchor, whence he had set 
out, in the harbour of Plymouth. The day of the week was 
Monday, though by the reckoning kept by the voyagers 
Sunday, and the 27th the true time ; the same loss of a day 
having befallen them which had puzzled Magellan's crew. 



inx, soon stoppAd the holes, and the man was steamed till it „■ ,..,. 
firm and bard like bread, when it was esten with soloes, (hUl, tngUt 
HMSt, oil, Ac See, 
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^->a mystery now dear to the most juvenile student m geo- 
graphy.* 

The safe return of the expedition, the glory attending so 
magnificent an enterprise, and the immense mass of wealth 
brought home made the arrival of Drake be hailed through- 
out England as an event of great national importance. Such 
in fact It was, as his success gave an incalculable impetus 
to the rapidly-increasing maritime spirit of the country. 

The bravery, the exploits, and the wonderful adventures 
of Drake immediately became the theme of every tongue. 
Courtiers patronised and poets praised him ; and, to com- 
plete his celebrity, envious detractors were not wanting, 
who, with some plausibility, represented that England and 
Spain, though cherishing the bitterest national antipathy, 
being still nominally at peace, his enterprises were at heist 
but tnose of a splendid corsair ; and that his spoliation of 
the subjects of Spain must provoke reprisal on such mer- 
chants as had goods and dealings in that country. It was 
urged that, of all countries, a trading nation like England 
should carefully avoid offending in a kind which laid her 
open to speedy punishment, and must frustrate the advanee- 
ment of her maritime prosperity. On the other hand, the. 
friends and admirers of the navigator contended, that he of j 
all men, who had been so deep a sufferer from their perfidy, I 
was entitled to take the punishment of the Spaniai^s into * 
his own hands ; and that his gallant enterprise, while it 
inspired foreign nations with a high opinion of the mari- 
time talent and power of England, would at home excite 
the noblest emulation, — an effect which it already had, the 
island, from the one extreme to the other, being now in- 
flamed with the ardour that his splendid achievement* had 
kindled, and which was soon to be manifested in a seiiet ef 
actions emanating directly from his expedition. 

In the mean while Drake lost no time in repairing to 

* The Biographta Brttanntca, and one of tbe old relations, states tint 
Drake touched at Terceira in his Lomeward voyage, and arrived ac 
Plymouth on the 23d November. This seems incorrect. It is iJmoeC 
Buperfluoan to notice these discrepancies; bat as in this volume con- 
•Irlerahle pains have been bestowed to ensure aecoraev by eoTlating tbe 
diflTerent relations, it ia proper to notice, onoe for all, that where it may 
difiTer in date* or trifling mattem of fhct fttmi other narrations, tbe dis- 
af^eement arises fVom the adoptioo of whar are considered the beat a& 
thenticatad Btataments 
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eoart. Elizabeth, who with all her fanlts never £Kw<mTei 
the despicable, was more purely the fountain of all favour 
and honour than any preceding sovereign, and her personal 
regaid more the object of ambition. Drake was gracioasly 
received, but not yet openly countenanced. The queen 
permitted the first fervours of both his admirers and ene* 
mies to abate before she openly declared her own senti- 
ments. A show of coldness was also a necessary part of 
the subtle game she was still playing w^th Spain. 

The complaints of the Spaniards were violent and loud ; 
and the queen deemed it prudent to place the wealth brought 
home under sequestration till their claims should be inves- 
tigated ; or, more correctly, till the complainers conid be 
either baffled or wearied out in solicitation. It was the 
policy of Elizabeth to protract the long-impending hostili- 
ties between the countries, and amone other means the 
plundered gold was employed. As a ^retaste, or a bribe 
to purchase peace a little longer, several small sums were 
paid to the agent for Spanish claims ; but, when tired of 
the game of diplomacy, which the queen relished as much 
for the enjoyment of the play as the value of the stakes, 
she suddenly took the resolution of openly countenancing 
the daring navigator, whose boldness, discretion, and bril- 
liant success were so happily adapted to gain her favour. 

On the 4th of April, 1581, the queen went in state to 
dine on board the Crolden Hind, now lying at Deptford ; 
and Drake, who naturally loved show and magnificence, 
spared no pains in fiimislung a banquet worthy of his royal 

guest. After dinner the queen conferred upon him the 
onour of knighthood, — enhancing the value of the distinc- 
tion by politely saying, *^ that his actions did him more honour 
than the title which she conferred." The queen also gave 
orders that his ship should be preserved as a monument of 
the glory of the nation and of the illustrious conunanderr 
This was done, and when it would no longer hold together 
a chair was made of one of the planks, ai3 presented as a 
relic to the University of Oxford.* On the day of the 

* TlM partiealara of this "stately visit" wocdd nndaly swdl tbe nar- 
fstive. On this day Elizabetli, who, like King William IV., loved to be 
■anowided by ker subjects, was ettenM in ner progress to Deptlbrd 
hj an immeirae concourse of people, who crowded so thickly upon the 
teanporary Mdge, or planks placed between the fiver's MU sad the 
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queen's visit, in compliment to her majesty's scholanhipt a 
variety of Latin verses, composed by the scholars of Win- 
chester College, were nailed to the mainmast, in which the 
praises of the ship and of the queen were altemaf«d and 
intermingled. The Golden Hind afterward became the 
theme of the muse of Cowley. One translation of a Latin 
epigram on the ship we select from a multitude of verses, 
as its quaiutness is redeemed by its elegance : — 

Tbe stars above will make thee known, 
If man were silent here ; 
The Sun himself cannot fbi^ eC 
His fellow-traveller. 

The reputation of Sir Francis Drake had now obtained 
that court-stamp which, without increasing value, gives 
currency. Though Elizabeth had so far temporized as. to 
sequestrate for a time the wealth brought home, the Spanish 
complaints of the English sailing in the South Sea she 
scornfully dismi8sed,--denying "that, by the Bishop of 
Rome's donation or any other right, the Spaniards were 
entitled to debar the subjects of other princes from these 
new countries ; the gift of what is another's constituting 
no valid right ; — that touching here and there, and naming 
a river or cape, could not give a proprietary title, nor hinder 
other nations from trading or colonizing in those parts 
where the Spaniards hod not planted settlements." One 
objectionable part of Drake's conduct thus obtained royal 
vindication ; and as the war, long impending, was no longer 
avoidable, his alleged depredations were forgotten even by 
his envious detractors, and his fame became as universai 
as it was high. Envy itself had ever been forced to ac- 
knowledge, not merely his maritime skill and genius for 
command, but the humanity and benevolence that marked 
his dealings with the Indians, and the generosity with 
which he uniformly treated his captives of that nation of 
all others the most hateful to Englishmen, and in some 
respects the most injurious to himself. 

But the achievements of the Nelson of the reign of Eliza- 
beth demand a new chapter, the life of Drake from this point 
being intimately blended with the public history of £ngUu>4* 



s^m that it gKft way, and some hundreds All taito the wster. This ^ 
sn vnlQcky adTeotwe, but no one was tlUMr killed oiir^ort. wliSelk tkt 
ffsedy^wtfisdprtiieesssttHbatsd solely totliegeddfcretins or Drake. . 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ExpediUona to the West IndUsw 

Oommeneeinent of HostUitieB with Spain^Drake captures 8t. JagD— 
Cruelty of the Portngueee— Storming of St. Domingo and Carthagena 
— llie FeTor of the West Indies— Sir Walter Raleigh's Colony- 
Drake destroys the Spanish SMpping— Obserrations on his Character 
•-The Spanish Armada— Capture of the Galleon of Don Pedro Valdes^ 
—Expedition to restore Don Antonio— Expeilition with Hawkins to 
the Spanish Settlements in the West Indies-^Attempt against Porto 
]Ueo-rFulure of Baskerville's Expediiinn across the Isikmns— 
Peath of Sir Francis Drake— Estimate of his Character and PnbUp 
Senrices. 

HosTiLiTTSs with Spain, 80 long protracted by the policjr 
of Elizabeth, were now about to commence in good eameit ; 
and Drake may be said to have struck the first blow. War 
was not formally declared when he projected an expcditioa 
in concert with Sir Philip Sydney, — the two most popular 
men of their time being to command, the one the land and 
other the sea force. On the part of Sir Philip the design was 
abandoned at the express command of the queen, who re- 
hired his services in the Netherlands, where he had alieadj 
been usefully employed for the public cause, and where, in 
the following year, he met Ms early and glorious death. 
Sir Francis Drake's armament consisted of twenty*five 
•ail, of which two vessels were queen's shins. His force 
amounted to 2300 seamen and soldiers. Under Ins com* 
inand were several officers of experience and high reputa- 
tion. His lieutenant-general was Christopher Uarlik, hb 
▼ice-admiral the celebrated navigator Martin Frobisher ; and 
Captain Francis Knollys, and other. officers of celebrity* 
were among his coadjutors in an enterprise, the object 
of which was to umte public advantage with private 
ttiolument. 

The fleet stood at once for the coast of Spain, where 
Drake meditated a bold stooke at the enemy*s naval totet 
\A pesBfoig to his ulterior objects in the West Indiee ; and 
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this without very rigid preliminary inquiry mhethut war 
had been declared or not. His demand to know why an 
embargo had been laid upon the gooda of certain Englifh 
merchants was answered in terms so pacific, that finding it 
impossible to fiisten a quarrel upon the Spaniards which 
' would justify reprisal, the fieet cruised from St. SebasiianTa 
to Vigo, capturing some small tenders. They next stood 
for the Cape de Verd Islands, where, landing 1000 men in 
the night, Drake, with a handful of them, surprised and 
took St. Jago, which the inhabitants hastily abandoned* 
This was on the I7th November, 1685, and the day of 
Elizabeth's accession, which was celebrated by the guns oif 
the castle firing a salute, to which those of the fleet replied. 
The conquest had proved easy, but the booty was in pro* 
portion inconsiderable, consisting chiefly of trifling mer- 
chandise, and the tawdry, worthless wares employed in 
trading with the Indians of the islands and on the shores 
of the continent of America. If there had been any treas- 
are in the place, it was either carried away or eflectnally 
concealed ; and the threats of the invaders to bum ana 
slay, unless the terms of ransom which they dictated were 
complied with, produced no effect. The islanders seemed 
determined either to weary or to starve out the invadera ; 
and their easy conquest soon became no desirable possM* 
sion. On the 24th, a village twelve miles in the interior, 
named St. Domingo, was taken ; but the islanders stOl 
kept aloof; and posting placards, denouncing the former 
cowardice and cruelty of the Portuguese and their pres^it 
pusillammi^, the English prepared to depart. Then, fer 
the first time, a force appeared hanging on and on, as if to 
annoy their retreat. Burning the town, and every {dace 
within reach, the English re-embarked in good oidery Mid 
stood for the West Indies. 

In palliation of what may appear useless severity, it nnift 
be stated that, besides refusing the terms of ransom oflfered 
them, the Portuguese had perpetrated the most wanton 
cruelty on an English boy who had straggled, and whose 
corpse was found by his countrymen, torn, disfigured, and 
dismembered, — as if he had rather fallen into the hands of 
the most ferocious tribe of cannibals than among a Chiie- 
tian neople. The islanders had also, five years before, nmr- 
dn^a, under the protection of a tnice» the crew of a Bristol 



132 HU CHABACTXR AND PUBUC BXSV1C18. 

of hit art, Drake was a thoroagfa-bred aeamaii, abl^'in hk 
Mvn peraon to discharge every duty of a ahtp, even to al- 
tending the aiek and dressing the wounded. In lepaiiinff 
and watering his ships, as readily as in what are esteemed 
higher offices, he at all times bore an active part ; and to 
his zealous superintendence and co-operation in these sub* 
ordinate duties, much of the facility and celerity of his 
moyements, and of his consequent success, is to be altrib* 
nted. The sciences connected with navigation, as they 
were then known, he thoroughly understood, and particu> 
larly that of astronomy. Whatever he attempted on his 
own judgment, without being controlled by the opinions of 
others, he accomplished with success. He has been charged 
with ambition ; but it is well remarked, that no man*s an^ 
bition ever took a happier direction for his country. His 
example did more to advance the maritime power and repu^ 
tation of England than that of all the navigators who pre- 
ceded him. He indicated or led the way to several new 
sources of trade, and opened the career of commercial 
prosperity which his countrymen are still pursuing.* 
Among the many natural gifts of this lowly-bom seaman 
was a ready and graceful eloquence. He was fond of 
amassinff wealth, but in its distribution was liberal and 
bountiful. Among other deeds of enlightened benevolence 
was his establishment, in conjunction with Sir John Haw- 
kins, of thecHBST at Chatham for the relief of aged or sick 
seamen, by the honourable means of their own early provi- 
dence. Drake sat in two parliaments, — ^in the first for a 
Cornish borough, and in the next for the town of Plymouth 
in the 3dth of Elisabeth. Though often described aa a 
bachelor, it is ascertained that he married the daughter aod 
sole heiress of Sir George Sydenham, of CoomM Syden- 
ham in Devonshire, who survived him. He left no childreuy 
but bequeathed to his nephew Francis Drake, afterwaid 
created a baronet by James the First, his landod estate, 

* CSuaden styles Sir Francis Drake the author of our East India trade, 
as Ike Joumala. aea-chnrtu, draairbte, See. which he found in the 8t. 
AU^aflRmled that information to government, and to the Enfllah roer- 
dMiita, wbich led to the immediate openina of the trade, and to the 
asiafcHshmant of that mighty thing called '* Thk Company." The first 
vsyage ondertaken by the English to the East Indies was eoDdneisd bv 
Captain Laneaster and Captain Raymond in 1901, the same yesr ta wkko 
' Oavundish made bis second iroyage to the Sonth Sea. 
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were employed daily in the work of deetniction ; but the 
huildings being lofty piles, substantially constructed of stonei 
iheir demolition proved a fetieiiing duty to the men ; and 
after much labour, spent with little loss to the enemy and no 
profit to themselves, the ransom of 25,000 ducats was 
finally accepted for the safety of what remained of the dky. 
The plunder obtained was very inconsiderable for the sixe 
and imagined riches of the place. 

A little episode in the history of this enterprise against 
St. Domingo deserves notice, as it places the energetic 
character of Drake in a stri^ng point of view. A negro 
boy, sent with a fkig of truce to the leading people whilo 
the ne«>tiation for ransom was pending, was met by some 
Spanish officers, who furiously struck at him, and after- 
ward pierced him through with a horseman's spear. Dread- 
fiilly wounded as he was, the poor boy tried to crawl back 
to his master, and while relating the cruel treatment he had 
received, he fell down and expired in the presence of Drake. 
The insult ofiered to his flag of truce, and the barbaroua 
treatment of the lad, roused the captain-general to the high* 
est pitch of indignation. He commanded the provost-mar* 
ehal, with a guaitl, to carry two unfortunate monks, who had 
been made prisoners, to the place where his flag was violatady 
there to be hanged. Another prisoner shared the same &te ; 
and a message was sent to the Spaniards, announcing that 
mitil the persons guilty of this breach of the law of nationa 
were given up, two Spanish prisoners should suffer daily. 
Next day the ofllenders were sent in ; and, to make their me- 
rited punishment the more ignominious and exemplary, their 
own countrymen were forcra to become their executionera. 

Among other instances of Spanish boasting and Tain* 
glory recorded by the historians of the voyage, is an ae* 
count of an escutcheon of the arms of Spain, found in the 
town-hall of the city, on the lower paxt of which was a 
globe, over which was represented a horse rampant, or prob- 
ably volant, with the legend Non suficit orbut. This vaunt 
gave great offence at this particular time to the national 
pride of the English, who told the negotiators, that should 
their queen be pleased resolutely to prosecute the waTf 
instead of the whole globe not satiating his ambitioDf 
Philip would find some difficulty in keeping that portioii at 
a whieh he ahready poaaessed. 

KS 
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Their next attempt was direeted agunet CafdunM, 
wluch wai brarely defended and gallant^ carried, l&rlile 
making the attack on the land side, while Drake'f fleet pi»- 
eented itself before the town. The goremor, Alonio Bravo. 
was made prisoner ; and after holding the place for six weeks, 
and destroying many houses, the trifling ransom of 11,000 
ducats was accepted for the preservation of the rest of the 
town. The Spaniards might not have got off on snch easy 
terms, but that the fearful pest, the deadly bilious fever, 
which has so often proved fatal to English expeditions in the 
very same locality, now raged in the fleet, and compelled the 
commanders to revise their plans and lower their demands. 
About 700 men perished in this expedition of the ealerUura* 
alone, as the disease, since described by Smollett and Glo- 
ver and others, was then named. Those who struggled 
through this frightful malady, if we may fully credit the 
early accounts, were even more to be pitied than those that 
tunk under the disease. Though they survived, it was with 
loss of strength, not soon if ever recovered ; and many suf- 
fered the decay of memory and impaired judgment ; so that, 
when a man began to talk foolishly and incoherently, it be- 
came a common phrase in the fleet to say that such a one 
had been seized with the calenture. 

The design of attempting Nombre de Dios and Panama, 
" there to strike the stroke for treasure,'' of which they had 
hitherto been disappointed, was abandoned in a council of 
war ; and sailing by the coast of Florida, they burnt St. 

* The calenture, ague, bilious, and yellow ferer, — for by all thess 
names is tbe Carthagena ffever known, — Ymb never been more truly and 
vividly described tban in Roderick Random, and in Smollett's account of 
the ** Expedition against Canbagena," where the suflferbogs of Drak^ 
expedition were acted over again. In Raynal'a Hiiiory of tbe Indies 
wa find the same causes aseumed finr this fktal distemper to which II 
was attributed by Drake's company, the pestiferous night-dews of a 
elimate where even the long-continued rains of the wet season nevar 
cooled the air, and where the night is as hot as the day. The men on 
watch were (bund peculiaily liable to its attacks. Though there is soma 
dillbrenoe of opinion about the causes of the disease, the symptoms 
were the same in 15S5 as in our own day. ** The disease,*' says Ray- 
nal, " nuuiifests itself by Tomitings, accompanied by so violent a ds- 
Hrium, that the patient must be confined to prerent him flrom tearing him- 
sell to pieces. He often expires in the midst of these agitations, whkk 
seldom last above three or four daya." He adds that the fhvsr of 
Carthagea^ like the small-pox and soaM other d is ss s ea, is never lakm 
but once,— a point, however, like many othars, on which doetoia 
ia opinion. 
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Helena and St. Aofluitiny two forts and tmall Mttlements of 
the Spaniards, and broaght off from Yirginia Mr. lianOf 
the governor, with the remains of an anfortunate colonj 
sent out under the aospices of Sir Walter Raleigh in th» 
former year.* 

It was in July, 1586, before the armament retomed, hrinff* 
in|f 200 brass and 40 iron cannon, and about 60,000/. m 
pnze-money, of which 20,000t was divided among the mnii 
and the remainder allotted to the adventurers. Though 
the private sains resulting from the expedition were trifling, 
the dismantling of so many fortresses at the beginning ofa 
war was a service to the country of no inconsiderable value. 
It was but the first of many which our navigator performed 
in its progress. 

The next exploit of Drake was wholly for the public ser* 
▼ice. The rumour of that formidable armament fitted oat 
by Spain to invade England, and first in fear, though after* 
ward in jest, named the Invincible Armada, had spread 
general alarm. In a noble spirit of patriotism, the mer- 
chants of London, at their own expense, fitted out twen^* 
six vessels of different sizes, to be placed under the com* 
mand of Drake, to annoy the enemy, and, if possible, fmt- 
trate or delay the boasted design of invading England. To 
this armament the queen added four ships of the royal fleet ; 
and with this considerable force Drake bore for Lisbon, and 
afterward for the harbour of Cadiz, where he had the m>od 
fortune to burn and destroy 10,000 tons burthen of snip- 
ping, either destined for the threatened invasion or subser 
vient to this purpose. Here he remained for a short ^me 
annoying the enemy's galleys, which he destroyed pieo^ 
meal, though his great enterprise had been accomplishad fai 
one day and two nights. Drake, having thus happily ae- 
complished his public duty, was impelled by gratitude and 
gallantry to attempt a stroke which might enable him to re* 
ward the spirited individuals who had enabled him so essen* 
tially to serve their common country. Having private in- 

* The colmiy carried home at tbto time by Draks^ wttb the totaoeo 
wtaicb tbey broaght along with them, first, aceonHns Is Camden, intio- 
daeed the oae of thai coounodUy into Briuda, whsra it newvialds about 



S,000,00(M. of yearly reveniie. In Virginia thay had Isamad tha osas^ 
the herb. It however still remains ondaridsdwnslher tobacco waa iatio* 
dooedintoEnslandbyBslaisborDnki^ To links Ihs latrodoetloa •. 
pscaioss is uuvsrsaux aseriMd. 
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fonnation tli&t the St Philip, a Portngaeie camek fiom th« 
East Indies, was about this time expected at Terceira, he 
■ailed for the Azores. Before he fell in with the prize the 
fleet became short of provisions ; but by dint of promiaes 
and threats, Drake prevailed with his company to bear up 
affainst privations, and soon had the felicity of bringing in 
triumph to England the richest prize that had ever yet been 
made, and the Irst-fruils of the numerous captures to which 
his success soon led the way both among the Dutch and 
English. The name of the prize was haued as an omen of 
future victory to England. Drake is blamod for discovering 
undue elation at the close of this triumphant expedition. 
He is said to have become boastful of his own deeds, though 
the only ground of charge is gayly describing his bold and 
^radiant service as "burning the Spanish king*s beard.'* 
But surely this may well be forgiven to the hero who, de* 
laying the threatened Armada for a year, laid the foundap 
tion of its final discomfiture.* Nor were Drake's eminent 
services to his country limited to warlike operations. In 
the short interval of leisure which followed this expedition 
ha brought water into the town of Plymouth, of which it 
was in great want, from springs eight miles distant, and by 
a course measuring more than twenty miles. 

In the following year his distinguished services received 
the reward to which they were rally entitled, in his ap- 
pointment of vice-admiral under Lord Charles Howard of 
CSffingham, high-admiral of England. 

* So keenly were the deeds of Drake resented by tbe ooort of Spsta 
even before tbis great stroke at the maritime power and strength of that 
ooantry, that, when terror was presumed to be struck into the very heart 
of the nation, and the queen quailing with dismay, expeeting tbe ftnniil 
dable armament every day to put to sea, the Spanish ambassador had tks 
temerity lo propound teroM for her aeceptanee, wrapped up, in the pe 
dantie nshioaof the tfane, in Latin Terses, which are thus translated > 

** These to you are our commands : 
Send uo help to the Netherlands. 
Of the treasure took by Daks 
Restitution you most make ; 
And those abbeys build anew 
Which yonrflaher overthrew.* 

Ts this tns(4«tdsiaand the BoQ-beartad PMCssnat priaeias itpUsd !• 
fbssimsvstai:— 

•* Worthy Ung, know this ymr wOl 
At Lsttar Lsmnas wsH Mffl.** 
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Drake had hitherto been aocutomed to give oiderSf' not 
to obey them ; and hia vivacity under command had nearly 
been productive of lerious eonseqoencea. Positive infoi^ 
mation had been received of the sailing of the InvindUe 
Armada, but it was likewise known that the fleet had 
been dispersed in a violent tempest ; and, believing that 
the attempt would be idiandoned at this time, orders were 
despatched to the lord-high-admiral to send four of his 
best ships back to Chatham, as the fruffal government of 
Elizabeth grudged the expense of keepmg them afloat an 
hour longer than they were positively required. This 
order had hardly been given, when Howard was made 
aware by the information of Thomas Fleming, the captain 
of an English pinnace,* of the close approach of the neet ; 
and it soon after passed Plymouth, where he lay taking in 
supplies after cruising on the Spanish coasts looking out 
for it. It was four in the afternoon of the 19th July, IMd, 
when the intelligence of Fleming put the lord-high-admiral 
upon the alert ; and by next day at noon his ships wens 
manned, warped out, aind in fighting trim. At the smp 
hour the Spanish fleet came in sight ; and on the SlaCi 
Howard, with his greatly inferior force, ventured the attaek 
which, by the blessing of Heaven on the valour and skitt 
of the English, was continued from day to day in Tariout 
quarters, till the proud Armada was swept "from the Eng" 
iish channel. On the niffbt of the 21st, Dnke, who had 
been appointed to carry ue lantern, forgot this duty, and 
gave chase to several hulks which were separated from 
the fleet, and thus so far misled the hi^-admiral, that, 
following the Spanish lantern under the idea that it was 
carried by his own vice-admiral, when day dawned he 
found himself in the midst of the enemy's ahips. The 
high-admiral instantly extricated himself; and Drake am- 
ply atoned for this oversight by the diitinguisbe'i servioe 
performed by his squadron in harassing, capturing, and 
destrojring the Spanuuds. On the day nllowing this err- 
ing night he performed a memorable actiiNk Among the 

* The boooar of ftvtng Ma importaai faMsOigsace is dstaaed Ar 
Sootland, to wbieh oountiy Fleiias, wIm saljr Mkmsd tlM ouuapls 
•f his bettors In plundorinff oo tlis blfli SM Is ssM to have bsloogM. 
At the instsaee of Howard tlis fUMB gnum hisi a larioa, aad alsfli a 
asaeioii Ar lb* ^ocaMs SiTvIss M kitf 
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was a large galleon commanded by Don Pedro de 
Valdez, a man of illustrious family and high official rank, 
with whom nearly fifty noblemen and gentlemen sailed. 
His ship had been crippled and separated from the fleet, 
and Howard, in hot pursuit, had passed it, imagining that 
it was abandoned. There was on board a crew of 460 
persons ; who, when summoned to surrender in the f<n> 
midable name of Drake, attempted no resistance. Kisring 
the hand of his conqueror, Don Pedro said, they had re- 
floWed to die in battle, had they not experienced the good 
fortune of falling into the hands of one courteous and 
gentle, and generous to the vanquished foe ; one whom it 
was doubtful whether his enemies had greater cause to 
admire and love for his valiant and prosperous exploits, or 
dread for his great wisdom and good fortune ; whom Mars, 
the god of war, and Neptune, the god of the sea, alike 
fiivoured. To merit this high eulogium, Drake beliaved 
with the utmost kindness and politeness to his involuntary 
guests, who were sent prisoners to England. Two years 
afterward he received 3500/. for their ransom. In the ship 
66,000 ducats were found, and liberally divided among the 
crew. The broken running fight between the fleets was 
renewed firom day to day, and from hour to hour, as the 
superior sailing of the light English vessels promised ad- 
vantage, till the Spaniards were driven on that line of 
conduct which ended in the complete destruction of their 
mighty armament. In the fight of the 29th, which was 
desperate on both sides, Drake^s ship was pierced with 
fi»rty shot, two of which passed through his cabin. Of 
184 ships which left the coast of Spain only 63 returned. 

In the following year Drake, as admiral, commanded 
the fleet sent to restore Don Antonio of Portugal, while 
Sir John Norris led the land-forces. Differences arose 
between the commanders about the best mode of prosecut* 
ing their joint enterprise. The failure of Norris's scheme 
gives probability to the assertion that the plan of operations 
BVtggeMted by Drake would, if followed, have been success- 
ful. It is at least certain that the expedition miscarried, 
which had never happened to any smgle-handed ttnder> 
taking in which Drake engaged, bon Antonio, taken oot 
to be made a king by the prowess of the English, retamed 
as he went. Before the queen and eouncil Drake fiilly 
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jaitified his own share of the affair^ and the coaMmn^lf^ 
placed in his ability and skill remauied undiminished. Tliit 
was the first check that the fSmrtanes of Drake had ever n» 
ceiTed, — and it would have been happy for him, it has 
been said, had he now withdrawn his stake. The pim- 
cipal and fatal error of his succeeding expedition was once 
more undertaking a joint command. 

The war in 1595, though it languished for want of foe! 
to feed the fiame, was not yet giving any prospect of draw* 
ing to a conclusion ; and, in conjunction with Sir John 
Hawkins, Drake offered his services in an expedition Vo 
the West Indies, to be und«rtaken on a scale of magnifi- 
cence which must at once crush the Spanish power in 
that quarter, where the enemy had already been so often 
and effectually galled by the same commanders. Elizabeth 
and her ministers received the proposal with every mark of 
satisfaction. The fleet consisted of six of the queen** 
ships and twenty-cne private vessels, with a crew, in sea* 
men and soldiers, amounting to 2500 men and boys. 
They sailed from Plymouth in August, having been de- 
tained for some time by the reports of another armada 
being about to invade England. This rumour was art* 
fully spread to delay the fleet, of which one object was 
known to be the destruction of Norabre de Dios and the 
plunder of Panama. They had hardly put to sea when the 
demon of discord, which ever attends conjunct expeditions, 
appeared in their councils. Sir John Hawkins wished at 
once to accomplish an object recommended by the queen ; 
but time was lost in an attempt, suggested by Sir Thomas 
Baskerville, to invade or capture the Canaries, and again 
at Dominica. All these delays were improved by the 
enemy in the colonies, in preparing for the reception of 
the English. A few days before sailing, information had 
been sent to the fleet of a Spanish galleon richly laden, 
that had been disabled and separated from those ships 
which annually brought plate and treasure firom the Indies 
to Spain ; and the capture of this vessel was recommended 
to the commanders by the English government as an 
especial service. The galleon now lay at Porto Rico ; bul 
before this time five frigates had been sent by Uie Spaniaids 
to convey it away in safety. On the 30th October, Sir 
John Hawkins made sail from the coast of Donunios 
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fh* abip9 had been careened, end had taken in 
' ; and on the same evening he auatained the miafiw* 
of havinff the Francis, one of his vessels, captnied 
hf the enemy's fri^tes. This stroke, which appeared 
fital to the enterpnse, by informing the Spaniards of his 
appmaeh and putting them on their guard, gave him inex- 
pressible chagrin. He immediately fell sick, and on the 
12th November, when the fleet had sot before Porto Rico, 
died of combined disease and grieL He was succeeded 
by Sir Thomas Baskerville, who took command in the 
Garland, the queen's ship in which Hawkins had sailed. 
The English fleet, meditatiDjpr an instant attack, now lay 
vnthin reach of the guns of Porto Rico ; and while the 
officers, on the night of Sir John Hawkins's death, were at 
supper together, a shot penetrated tothe great cabin, drove 
the stool on which Drake sat from under him, killed Sir 
Nicolas Gliflbrd, and mortally wounded Mr. Brute Browne 
and some other oflicers. An attack, this night decided 
upon, was attempted next day, with the desperate valour 
which has ever characterized the maritime assaults of the 
English. But the enemy were fully prepared ; the treas- 
ure had been carefully conveyed away, and also the 
women and children. The fortifications had been repaired 
and placed in ffood order ; and though the hot impetuous 
attack of the English inflicted great suffering on the Span* 
iards, to themselves there remained but a iMurren victory. 
After lying two or three days before the place, it was 
judged expedient to bear off and abandon this enterprise. 
They stood for the main, where Rio de la Hacha, La Ran* 
cheria, and some other places were taken, and, negoiia* 
tions for their ransom fiuling, burnt to the ground. The 
same course was followed with other petty places ; but 
Drake began seriously to find, that while giving the enemy 
this trifling annoyance, he was gradually reducing his own 
foiee witbDot gaining any substantial advantage. His 
health was injured by this series of dissppointments, and 
from the first misunderstanding with Hawkins his spirits 
had been affected. On the morning of the assault on Porto 
Rieo, in taking leave of Mr. Brute Browne, then breathing 
his last, he exclaimed, ** Brute, Brute, how heartily ooula 
I lamsBt thy frte, bat that I dare not suffer my spaits to 
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TIm Spviiih towns, firom whieli.iwtfj thing cf tilii 
WM tiikien away, were rather abandoned to the netwipMlf 
thMi taken by the armi of the English. In thb way Saift 
Martha and Nombre de Dios fefi into their handi with 
•earce a ihow of resistance. They were both bamU On 
the 29th December, two days after the capture of Nombii 
de Dios, Sir Thomas BaskerviUe, with 760 soldiers, at- 
tempted to make his way to Panama through the fatiguing 
and dangerous passes of the Isthmus of Darien, the Span- 
iards annoyin? his whole line of march by a desultory fire 
of musketry m>m the woods. At certain passes fortifica- 
tions had been thrown up to impede their progress ; and 
coming upon these unexpectedly, they were exposed to a 
sudden fire, by which many felL About midway the design 
was sbandoned, and the party turned back, still exposed in 
the retreat to the fire of the Spaniards from the woods. 
Destitute of provisions, and suffering greet privation and 
fatigue, they returned to the ships depressed and disheart- 
ened. This last and most grievous of the train of disap- 
S ointments that had followed Drake throughout an expe- 
ition from which the nation expected so much, and wherein 
he had embarked much of kis fortune and risked his high 
reputation, threw the admiral into a lingering fever, aecon- 
panied by a flux, under wkich he languished for three 
weeks. He expired while the fleet lay off Porto BeUo. 
The death of Admiral Drake took place on the 28th Janu- 
aiy, 1596, and in his fifty-first year. His remains were 
placed in a leaden coffin, and committed to the deep with 
all the pomp attending naval obsequies. Unsuccessful as 
his latest enterprises nad been, his death was universally 
lamented by the nation. The tenderness of pity was now 
mingled with admiration of the genius and valour of this 
great man, ** whose memoiy will survive as long as tho 
world lasts, which he first surrounded.'* 

Drake is described as low in stature, but extremely weD 
made ; with a broad chest and a round compact head* His 
complexion was fair and sanguine ; his countenance open 
and cheerful, with large and lively eyes ; his beard full, and 
his hair of a light brown. The portrait prefixed to this 
volume gives the idea of a man of that prompt and decided 
character which Sir Francis Drake discoveied in^ eveiy 
action of his life. From the lowest point and rudiments 

L 
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of hit art, Drake was a thorougfa-bred aeamaiit aU^iin hit 
Mm peraon to discharge every duty of a ship, even to at- 
tending the tick and dressing the wounded. In lepaiiinff 
and watering his ships, as readily as in what are esteemed 
higher offices, he at all times bore an active part ; and to 
his zealous superintendence and co-operation in these sub* 
ordinate duties, much of the facility and celerity of his 
movements, and of his consequent success, is to be altrib> 
nted. The sciences connected with navigation, as they 
were then known, he thoroughly understood, and particu* 
larly that of astronomy. Whatever he attempted on his 
own judgment, without being controlled by the opinions of 
others, he accomplished with success. He has been charged 
with ambition ; but it is well remarked, that no man's amp 
bition ever took a happier direction for his country. Hie 
example did more to advance the maritime power and repu<- 
tation of England than that of all the navigators who pre- 
ceded him. He indicated or led the way to several new 
sources of trade, and opened the career of commercial 
prosperity which his countrymen are stiU pursuing.* 
Among the many natural gifts of this lowly-born seaman 
was a ready and graceful eloquence. He was fond of 
amassing wealth, but in its distribution was liberal and 
bountiful. Among other deeds of enlightened benevolence 
was his establishment, in conjunction with Sir John Haw- 
kins, of thecHBST at Chatham for the relief of aged or sick 
seanien, by the honourable means of their own early provi- 
dence. Drake sat in two parliaments, — in the first for a 
Cornish borough, and in the next for the town of Plymouth 
in the 35th of Elisabeth. Though oflen described aa a 
bachelor, it is ascertained that he married the daughter and 
sole heiress of Sir George Sydenham, of Coombe Syden- 
ham in Devonshire, who survived him. He lefl no children* 
but bequeathed to his nephew Francis Drake, afterwaid 
ereated a baronet by James the First, his landed estate* 

. * Csmden styles Sir Francis Drake the author of our East India tradiB, 

a Ike Joumala. sea-chart*, drangbts, &c. which he found in the OL 
I^aflbrded that information to government, and to tlie English mer- 
dMinta. wbich led to tlie immediate openins of the trade, and to the 
MtaUWuntnt of that mighty thing called '* Thk Company." The first 
voyage undertaken by the English to the East Indies was eoadnelsd bv 
Captain Lancaster and Captain Raymond in 1901 , the same year ta wkko 
' Cavundlsh made bis second voyage to the South Sea. 
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which was considerable. Thiee qaarteit c^ the globe had 
oontiibuted to iti acquisition; yet there is certainly no 
ancient family estate in the south of England of the title* 
deeds of which the proprietors have less cause to be 
ashamed, than that still held by the heirs of the son of the 
honest mariner of Tavistock. 



CAVENDISH. 

CHAPTER V. 

9 

Voyage round the WorUL 

FoUey of Qaeen Elizabeth— Pablic Spirit of the Englith NoblUty-« 
Ancestry of Cavendish— His Voyage to Virginia— Eqalpment oT Us 

Suadnm— Discovery of Port Desire— Colonv of Fsdro SarnUanto^ 
aery of New Settlers— Sarmiento made Prisoneiv—Xatives of the 
Straira— Indian Tribatariea of Santa Maria— Eacape of Tom^ Har- 
nandez— A Watering Party cot off— Capture of Spanish Ships— Use 
of Tortare by Cavendish— Paita atormed— Oaciaae of Puna— 8Ur> 
miah with the Spaniarda— March into tlis Woooa— Progreaa of the 
Squadron — Capture of the Santa Anna. 

Thb reign of Elizabeth is by nothing more honourably 
diatinffuished than the manliness and dignity yrhich charae* 
terized the pursuits of her courtiers, and, through their ex- 
ample, those of the entire body of the Englisb gentry. A 
penod iliuatrious in the national annals owes much of its 
glory and felicity to this single cause. To the queen her- 
self belongs the praise of having, during her long raign, 
studiously kept uive the flame of public spirit ; and of hav- 
ing striven, by her influence and public acts, to inspire the 
flower of the youth of het kingdom with that ardent th^t 
of glory which in so many ways redounded to the national 
advantage. Distinguished peraonal merit, whether dis- 
played in the field or at the cooadl-boaid, was the oerta^ 
joad W the fiivoor of Elisabeth ; and though her &vom||^ 
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ttiflit hsve po MCw ed very different degrees of aoral woitli» 
all of them were celebrated for ability or patrieCifln.* It 
waa thus, in the ace of Elisabeth, nothing mraaoal fat mm 
ef the highest rank to devote their private fortanes and per* 
sonal aervicee to the advancement of the national intereate» 
either by undertaking or promoting voyagee of diaooveryt 
establishing colonies, opening up new branches of trade* 
or nrotectinff the state against the aggressions of the Span- 
iaros. At that period it was considered as nothing wonder* 
iul that the Earls of Essex and Cumberland, and such men 
as Raleigh, Dudley, Grenville, Gilbert, and many other 

Eersons of funily and condition, should, in pursuit of 
onourable distinction, court fatigue and hardship, from 
which their degenerate successors, in the reigns of the 
Stuarts, would nave shrunk in dismay. 

* The sttsBtion paid by EUxabeth to the rising msrtne sod the eom* 
meree of her kinfdoin has often been the subject of extravagsnt pans- 
gyric. The eobjoined diseoarse of Purehss is s carioeltv, were it only 
fir its high-flown style. "The Engtinh Deborah** is thus addressed: 
**Tbou wast indeed the mother of English aea-greatnees; and didst flm 
(by thy generals) not salute alone, but awe and terrifV the remotest Bssi 
aiid West; stretching thy long and strong arms to India, to Chhia, to 
America, to the PeruYlan seas, the Callfbmlan coast, snd New Albion^ 
sceptres. Thou madeat the northern Muecorite admire thy greatness. 
Ttao<i gsvestname to the north- weet straits ; and the soarhem negroes, 
and iMands of the south unknown continent, which knew not hnnianlnr, 
wera compelled to know thee. Thou embracedst the whole earthly 
^obe In thy maritime arms ; thou fVeedeot England from l^Mteriingsf 
and Lombards' borrowed legs ; and taughtst her, not only to stand sad 
go without help, but to become help to out Aiends, and with her owa 
siafbrees to stsnd against, yea, to stand upon and stsmp oadsr hm 
hH the proudest of her Ibes. Thou wast a mother to thy nei|[hbo«ni 
Boots, French, Dutch ; a mirror to the remotest nations. Great Cnmbsr* 
Isnd^ twelve Toysges befbre reeited ara thine, aad the flery vlfsttr si 
his msrtlal spirit was kindled at thy bririit larofi. and qniekMeirby ths 
jreat apirit of Elisabeth. Drake, Cavendish, John and RIehord nsw 
Kins, Raleigh, Dudley, Shirley, Preston. OrenvUle, Lancaster, Wood, 
Ssymood, LeTlson, Mooson, Winter, Frobisher, Dsvls, sod other star* ' 
worthies of England's sphere, whose plsnet-eouroes we have bsAiie 
relsted, all acknowledge Ellsa's orb to be their flrst sad highest mover.* 
For the credit of Master Purchss*s independence it must be noticed llMI 
**gloriotts BUsabeth" wss by this time beyond the reach of flattery. 

t By Easterllngs ara meant the people of the Haase Towns; and we 
presume that by ** Easterllngs snd Lombards' borrowed legs,** this festal 
wriisr slgalfles tbst the carrying trade of Bn^and. whieb had hithsfte 
bssB eiO^fsd by the shipping of ths Itsllaas snd the people of ths Ualisi 
F>ss totss , Wis BOW, by ths policy of Bliasb s th, sseawd to tbs I " 
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Of this clait WM Thomas Csvendish, the second Eng- 
fishman that circumnavigated the globe. He was of an 
ancient and honourable family of Suffolk, the ancestor of' 
which had come into England with the Conqueror. The 
residence of Cavendish, or Candish, as the name was then 
written, was at Trimley St. Martin ; and his estates laj 
near Ipswich, at that period a place of considerable trade. 
From this vicinage to a maritime town he is said to have 
imbibed an early inclination to the sea. 

His father died while Cavendish was still a minor ; and 
coming early into the possession of his patrimony, he is 
reported to have squandered it " in gallantry, and following 
the court," and to have been compelled to embrace tho 
nobler pursuits to which Ms subsequent years were devoted 
to redeem his shattered fortunes. Truth may lie between 
the contradictory statements of the motives which deter- 
mined this gentleman to follow the career of Sir Francii 
Drake, in seeking fortune and reputation on the western 
shores of America and in the South Sea. 

Though the relations of his voyages are ample and coffl« 
plete, the truth is, that very little is known of the personal 
history of Cavendish. In the year 1585, he accompanied 
Sir Richard 6renville*s expedition to Virginia, in a vesMi 
equipped at his own expense.* This voyage, undertakMi 
to plant the unfortunate colony which was brought home 
by Sir Francis Drake in 1586 (see p. 1 15), was both profit- 
less and difficult; but it enabled Cavendish to obtain 
nautical experience, and in its progress he had seen the 
Spanish West India settlements, and conversed with soma 
01 those who had accompanied Drake into the South Sfti. 
The youthful ambition of Cavendish was thus roused t# 
emulate the glory of so eminent a navigator in this rich and 
newly-opened field of enterprise. 

Grenville's fleet, which sailed for Virginia in April, r»* 
turned in October, and from the wrecks of his fortune, and 
the remains of his credit, Mr. Cavendish, in six montba 
afterward, had equipped a small squadron for his pro- 
jected voyage. While the carpenters were at woriL ha 



* 8onM tMoimts ssy ttiis was fhs Tigfir; bat tills eould not lana 

IS Uw Tlgmr was the sdimral's slito, ftom whish Cavendish 

tsd ia tiM Bsy of fitoesy, and wUeh lis did oot r^lebi tUl tte : 

LS 
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proemred erwy dmii|[lit, SMp, chart, and hiftorj at hnun 
nsvigatioiif that might be oaefiil to him; and havings 
throagh the patronage or recommendation of Liord Hiiii»* 
don, procured the queen's commission, he sailed firom Plj* 
mouth on the 21st July, 1586. His light squadron con- 
sisted of the Desire, a vessel of 120 tons burthen, in which 
he sailed himself as admiral and commander of the ezpedi* 
tkm ; the Content of 60 tons ; and the Hugh Gallant, a 
ILrht bark of 40 tons. A crew of 123 soldiers, seamen, and 
<mcers manned this little fleet, which was provided with 
•very requisite for a long voyage, in latitudes with which 
the navigation of Drake had now made the English some* 
what familiar. 

If so much interest is still awakened by the maritima 
undertakings of contemporary navigators, who set out in a 
&miliar tn^ under the guidance of former experience and 
observation, with the advantage of instruments nearly per* 
feet, and vrith all appliances and means to boot, how much 
more must attach to the relation of the adventures of ona 
who, like Cavendish, could have no hope or dependence 
aave in his own capacity and couraee ! 

The squadron first touched at Sierra Leone, where tha 
conduct of the young commander was not wholly biamalesa. 
On a Sunday part of the ships' company went on shorSf 
and ^nt the day in dancing and amusing themselves with 
tha friendly negroes, their secret object being to gain Intel* 
Ugence of a Portug^uese vessel that lay in the haroour, and 
woich Cavendish mtended to capture. This was found 
impracticable, and next day the English landed to tha 
xmmber of seventy, and made an attack on the town, of 
which they burnt 150 houses, almost the whole number, toA 
^undered right and left. It was but little that they Ibond* 
The negroes fled at their landing, but on their retreat shot 
poisoned arrows at the marauders from the shelt^ of tha 
woods. This African village is described as nepjtly buUt^ 
anclosed by mud walls, and kept, both houses and streeta^ 
in the cleanest manner. The yards were paled in, and tha 
town was altogether trim and comfortable, exhibiting sign4 
of civilixation, of which at this point Uie slave-trade subaa* 
qnantly destroyed every trace. A few days afterwaid a 
party of tha sailors landed to wash linan ; and repaatiaf 
tha viril nazt day, a miinbar of nagfoaa ^iag in aabow 
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fai tint woods noarly lurprised and cut them off. A toldiiir 
died of a shot from a poisoned arrow ; though the case at 
dMcribed appears more like mortification of the parts than 
the effects of poison. Several of the men were wounded, 
hut none mortally save the soldier. On the Sd of Septembcor 
a party went some miles up the river in a boat, caught a 
store of fish, and fathered a supply of lemons for the fleet, 
which sailed on the 6th. No reason is assigned for ibm 
unprovoked devastation on this coast, save ** we bad deal* 
ing of negroes with all Christians." 

On the 16th December the squadron made the coast of 
America, in 47p S. The land, stretching west, was aMQ 
at the distance of six leagues, and next day the fleet ao- 
diored in a harbour in 48^ S. This harbour they named 
Port Desire, in honour of the admiral's ship. Seals weva 
found here of enormous size, which in the mrepart of their 
body resembled lions ;* their young was found delicate 
food, equal, to the taste of the seamen, to lamb or mutton. 
Sea-birds were also found in great plenty, of which the 
description given seems to apply to the penguin. In this, 
excellent harbour the ships' bottoms were careened. On 
the 24th December, Christmas-eve, a man and boy belong* 
ing to the Content went on shore to wash their Jinen, 
when they were suddenly surrounded and shot at by fif^ 
or more Indians. Cavendish pursued with a small party, bat 
the natives escaped. ** They are as wild as ever was a bucky** 
says an old voyager, ** as they seldom or ever see any 
Christians." Their footprints were measured, and found 
to be eighteen inches in length.! The squadron left Poii 
Desire on the 28th, and halted at an island three leafuet 
oS, to cure and store the penguins that had been wum 
On the 80th, standing to sea, they passed a rock about $Af 

* In the vovtfe of the Datrh navigators Le Maire and Sohooten, whs 
anehored in Port Desire about thirty years after Carendiah, these anl- 
mala are described as sixteen fbei lone ; thev could only be killed by 
■hootinf them in the belly or the head, their skins not being peaetrsMe 
la other parts. 

t The crew of Le Maire and Sehouten, when their fleet lay hera^ 
q;)eaed some ofthe graves,~or more properly removed the heaps whieh 
in elevated points, on the summits of hills and raeks, were laid abof* 
the dead, aoeording to the praetice of boiial among tbass tribes, saA 
tbond hnaun skeletons, as they allege, often and eleven fbet in tangUb 
The sculls eoverad the Dutchmen's heads ss hsIiMCs, ss auMhlsipr 
HHf taiiisthafttlMssuUsi 
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milet from the hubour they had left, which retemMad Htm 
Eddystone Rock near Plymouth. About the first day of 
the year they saw aereral capes, to which no names aft 

S'ven, and on the 6th, without further preparation, entered 
i^lian'e Straits, which the Spaniards had lately attempted 
to rortify and ooloFnize. At twilight the squadron anchored 
near the first Angostura ; and in the night lights were ob- 
served on the north side of the strait, which were supposed 
to be signals. Recognition was made by lights from the 
ships, and a boat was sent ofi" in the mommg, to which 
three men on the shore made signs by waving a hondkeiw 
diief. These were part of the survivors of a wretched 
Spanish colony. 

The history of the misfortunes and sufTerings of the first 
settlers in dLGferent parts of America would make one of 
the most melancholy volumes that ever was penned ; nor 
could any portion of it prove more heart-rending than that 
which should record the miseries of this colony, left by 
Pedro Sarmiento in the Straits of Magellan. It may bs 
recollected, that on the appearance of Drake on the coast 
of Peru, this commander was despatched by the viceroy to 
intercept the daring interloper on his return by the straits. 
Sarmiento afterwani bestowed much pains in examining 
tiie western shores of Pataffonia and the coast of Chihf 
and the many inlets, labyrinths, and intricate channels of 
the islands and broken lands of Tierra del Fuego, whichy 
as he conjectured, must communicate with the Straits of 
Magellan by one or more passages. After a long time had 
thus been consumed fruitlessly he entered the straits, and 
passed through eastward in about a month, minutely ex* 
amininff the coast on both sides. When this discoverer 
reached Spain, his exaggerated statement8|, the desire of 
checking the progress of the English in this quarter, and 
an apprehension that they were preparing to seise this 
master-key to the South Seas (the panage by the Cape of 
Good Hope being still monopolized by the Portuguese, and 
that by Cape Horn not yet discovered), induced Philip to 
listen to the proposals of Sarmiento, an enthusiast in tho 
cause, and to colonize and fortify this important outlet of 
his American dominions. A powerful armament of S9 
ddpa, with 8500 men, destined for different poinu of South 
AnModcay was in the first place to establish theiiewcoloi9» 
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Thfci expedition, underUken on lo magnBcent a icele^ was 
from first to lait anfortunate. While ttill on the coaat ef 
Spain, from which the fleet tailed on the S6th September, 
1581, five of the ehips were wrecked in a nolent ^e, and 
800 men perished. The whole fleet pot back, and siailed 
a second time in December. Misfortmies followed in a 
thick train. Sickness thinned their numbers ; and at Rio 
Janeiro, where they wintered, many of the intraded settlers 
deserted. Some of the ships became leaky, the bottoms of 
others were attacked by worms, and a larse vessel, contain- 
inff miost of the stores of the colonists of me straits, sprang 
a feak at sea, and before assistance could be obtained went 
down, 330 men and twenty of the settlers perishing in her. 
Three times was Sanniento driven back to the Braxils be- 
fore he was able to accomplish his purpose ; and it was 
Febraary, 1584, before he at last arrived in the strait and 
was able to land the colonists. Nor did his ill fortune 
close here. His consort, Riviera, either wilfully abandoned 
him, or was forced from his anchorage by stress of weather. 
He stood for Spain, carrying away the greater part of the 
remaining stores which were to sustain the people through 
the rigour of the winter of the south, which was now com* 
meneing, and until they were able to raise crops and ob- 
tain provisions. The foundation of a town was laid, which 
was named San Felipe ; and bastions and wooden edifices 
were constracted. Another city, named Nombre de Jesus, 
was commenced. These stations were in favourable points 
of the straits, and at the distance of about seventy miles 
from each other. In the mean while the southern winter 
set in with uncommon severity. In April snow fell inces- 
santly for fifteen days. Sarmiento, who, after establishing 
the colonista at these two points, intended to go to Chiu 
for provisions, was driven from his anchors in a gale, and 
forced to seek his own wtSety in the Brazils, leaving the 
settlers without a shin. He lias been accused of intention- 
ally abandoning this nelpless colony, which he was the in- 
strument of establishing, and of wmch he was also the gov« 
nor. The accusation appears unjust, as he made many 
subsequent efforts for its relief^ which his ill fortune ren- 
dered abortive. The governors at the different s et tlenentt 
at length rsfiissd to uford fiuthsr assistance to a pwJ iSI 
~ ibadlaitthsiojalfovoiur; aadlii retualaig to Sftki 
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to loHcH aid, Sanniento wai captured by three ehipe 
belonging to Sir Walter Raleigb, — luckily, in all prdb&o 
bility, for himself, as the indignation of King Philip at the 
frilure of so expensive and powerful an expedition, and at 
the misrepresentations of this officer, might not have been 
easily appeased.* Of the wretched colonists, about whom 
neither old Spain nor her American settlements gave them* 
selves any further trouble, many died of femine and eold 
during the first winter. The milder weather of the spriinr 
and summer allowed a short respite of miaeiy, and aflordea 
the hope of the return of Sarmiento, or some aUp with 
provisions and clothing. But the year wore away, and no 
vessel appeared, and the colonists at San Felipe, in their 
despair, contrived to build two boats, in which all that n* 
mained alive, fifty men and five women, embarked, wiUi 
the hope of getting out of the straits. One of their l>oeta 
was wrecked, and the design was abandoned, as there were 
no seamen anion? their number, nor any one capable of 
conducting the perilous navigation. Their crops all failed ; 
the natives molested them ; and out of four hundred men 
and thirty women landed by Sarmiento, only fifteen men 
and three women survived when Mr. Cavendish entenkl 
the straits. In San Felipe many lay dead in their liousea 
and in their clothes, the survivors not having strength to 
bury them ; and along the shores, where these miserable 
beings wandered, trying to pick up a few shellfish or herbs, 
they often came upon the body of a deceased companion 
who had perished of famine, or of the diseases caused by 
extreme want. 

It was, as has been said, part of these forlorn wanderere 
whom Cavendish saw on the morning after he entered the 
straits. A ]mssage to Peru was offered them, bat they at 
first hesitatM to trust the Enfflish heretics ; though after* 
ward, when willing to accept the generous offer, their reso- 
lution came too late ; and before they could he mustered, a 
fair wind offering, Cavendish sailed on, having tantalized 
these wretched Spaniards with hopes which the safety of 

• II Is saM that Qaeea EliiabeOi ordsrsd chsespllvs fovsnioror tfes 
oarattsio be presented to l^er, thai she convwasd with him ia Latin, aod 
fsfebisi bis firssdom and 1000 crowns 10 eoavsy Mm Into Spala. BOw« 
•fw tUs BHf H It ^« MnM yoora bitoe bs mad his wigr besb 
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liu own crew in thii precarioai navigation, and the laocc 
of his expedition, did not pennit hun to fulfiL The offinr 
had likewise been made in ignorance of their numbenu If 
Cavendish be blamed for abandoning these wretched vie* 
time to their fate, what shall be said of the nation which, 
having sent out this colony, left it to perish of famine and 
eold ! One Spaniard was brought cSS, named Tom^ Her- 
nandez, who became the historian of the miserable colpny 
of the straits. 

The squadron of Cavendish, after passing both the An- 

ruras, as the Spaniards named the narrowest points of 
straits, anchored first at the islapd of Santa Magdalena, 
where in two hours they killed and salted two pipes full of 
penguins ; and afterward at Snn Fr lipe, the now desolate 
station of the Spanish colonists, some of whom the Eng- 
lish found still lying in their houses, " where they had died 
like dogs.'* Here they brought on board six pieces of ord- 
nance which the settlers had buried. This place Cavendish 
named Port Famine ; it was found to be in 53^ S. On the 
82d a few natives were seen ; but the Spaniard, Hernan- 
dez, cautioned the English against all intercourse, repre- 
senting them as a treacherous people, — a character which 
European knives and swords seen in their possession, 
converted into darts, confirmed ; and when they again ap- 
proached. Cavendish carried his precautions to so extravOf- 
gant a length as to order a discharge of muskets, by whidi 
many of them were killed, and the rest took to flight, cer- 
tainly not corrected of their bad propensities by this harsh 
discipline. They were represented as cannibsils, who had 
preyed upon the Spanish colonists, and this excused all 
wrong. 

For the next three weeks the fleet lay in a sheltered 
port, unable to enter the South ea from a continuance of 
strong wcsteriy wind ; but on the 24th February, after a 
favourable though a tedious passage, they finally emerged 
from the straits. To the south was a fair high cape with 
a point of low land adjoining it, — on the other side several 
islands with much broken ground arotind them, at about 
six leagues off firom the mainland. On the 1st of Maieh 
the stormy Spirit of the Straits, which no fleet ever whoDy 
eecapud, ofveitook Cavendish i and the Hoffh Gallant wis 
^.separated fiom the larger Teaeel^ one of which was ftond 
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to lady that th» crtw ww> oiMBpletely eThimttj Ittipwi^ 
ing the pumps for thzw daya and nights without 
On the 16th the Hugh Oallant rejoined her cooaona < 
Isle ^Mocha, on the coast of Chili : they were hen 
far Spaniaids, and landing on the main eiperianoad but a 
xott^ reception from the Indians, who bore no good-wiU t» 
the natives of Spain. But a simihir mistake aometimaa 
operated to their advantage ; and next day, when the cap- 
tain with a party of seventy men landed at the island of 
Santa Maria, they were received as Spaniards, with all 
kindness and humility, by the principal people of the 
island ; and a store of wheat, barley, and potatoes, ready 
prepared, and presumed by the voyagers to be a trilmte to 
the conquerors, was unscrupulously appropriated. To thia 
the islanders added presents of hogs, dried dogfish, fowl% 
and maize, and received in return an entertainment on 
board the captain's ship. These Indians are represented 
as being in such subjection, that not one of them durst eat 
a hen or hog of his own rearing, all being sacred to their 
taskmasters, who had, however, made the whr le of the 
islanders Christians. When they came to understand that 
their guests were not Spaniards, it was bcdieved that they 
attempted to invite them to an assault upon their enalavers; 
but for want of an interpreter their meaning was imper- 
ftctly comprehended. The squadron, thus reneshed at the 
expense of the Spaniards, sailed on the 18th, but overshot 
Valparaiso, at which place they intended to halt. On tho 
80th they anchored in the Bay of Quintero, seven leaguea 
to the north of Valparaiso. A herdsman asleep on aoiU- 
side awaking, and perceiving three strange ships in the 
bay, caught a horse grazing beside him, and Hed to spread 
the alarm. Caveninsh, unable to prevent thia untoward 
movement, landed with a party of tmrty men, and Heman- 
dei, the Spaniard whom he had brought firom the straits, 
and who made strong protestations of fidelity. Three 
armed horsemen appeved, as if come to reconnoitre. With 
these Hernandez conferred, and reported that they agreed 
to furnish as much provision as the English reqnnreo. A 
aeeond time the interpreter was despatched to a conference; 
but oo this occasion, forgetting ail Us vows of fid^ty to 
hie benflfcrtow, he lei^ed up behind one of his conntif- 
BMOb ani tbey tat off at a round gallofs laaivmg Ca^andiih 
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U 0ZM9rate Spanish bad faith. The English filled soiim 
of iheir watercasks, and attempted in vain to obtain a shot 
at the wild cattle, which were seen grazing in great herda. 
Next day a party of from fifty to sixty marched into the 
interior in the hope of discovering some Spanish settle- 
ment. They did not see one human being, native nor 
European, though they travelled till arrested by the moun- 
tains. The country was fruitful and well watered with 
rivulets, and abounded in herds of cattle and horses, and 
with hares, rabbits, and many kinds of wild-fowl. They 
also saw numerous wild dogs. The party did not sleep on 
shore. The boats were sent .next day for water, which 
was found a quarter of a mile from the beach. While the 
seamen were employed in filling the casks, they were 
suddenly surprised by a party of 200 horsemen, who came 
pouncing down upon them from the heights, and cut off 
twelve of the party, some of whom were killed, and the 
rest made prisoners. The remainder were rescued by the 
soldiers, who ran from the rocks to support their unsus* 
pecting comrades, and killed twenty-four of the Spaniards. 
Notwithstanding this serious misadventure, Cavendishf 
keeping strict watch and ward, remained here till the 
watering was completed. Of the nine prisoners snatched 
off in tms affray, it was afterward learned that six were 
executed at Santiago as pirates, though they sailed with 
the queen's commission, and though the nation to which 
they belonged was at open war with Spain. 

The discipline which the Spaniards had taught the na- 
tives was again found of use to our naviffators, who, after 
leaving Quintero, came on the 16th to Morro Moreno, or 
the Brown Mountain, where the Indians, on their landing, 
met them with loads of wood and water, which they had 
carried on their backs down the rocks. These slaves of 
the Spaniards were found to be a very degraded raee» 
almost at the lowest point in the scale of civilization. 
Their dwellings consisted of a few sticks placed acroae 
two stakes stuck in the ground, on which a few bought 
were laid. Skins spread on the floor gave a higher idea 
of comfort. Their food consisted of raw putrid fish ; ;fet 
their fishinff-canoes yrere constructed with considerable in^ 
genuity. They were made of skins ** like bladders.*' Each 
boat consisted of two of these akins, which were inflattd 

M 
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by meani of quiUs, and sewed or laced together witli svti 
•o as to be perfectly water-tight. In these they fi8hed» 
ftying large tribute of their spoils to their conquerors, 
when any one died, his bows and arrows, canoes, and iJl 
his personal property, were buried along with him, as the 
Eimlish verified by opening a grave. 

On the 2dd a vessel, with a cargo of Spanish wine, was 
captured near Arica, and also a small bark, the crew of 
which escaped in their boat. This vessel was permanently 
added to the squadron, and named the George. Another 
large ship, captured in the road of Arica, proved but a 
worthless prize, the cargo having been previously taken 
away, and the ship deserted by uie crew. A design of 
landing and storming the town was abandoned, as, before 
the squadron could be mustered, the Spaniards were ap- 
prized of their danger, and prepared to stand on the defen* 
sive. A third vessel was taken close by the town ; and 
the English squadron and the batteries even exchanged a 
few harmless shots ; after which Cavendish, in hopes of 
relieving some of the English prisoners made at Quintero, 
sent in a flag of truce inviting the Spaniards to redeem 
their vessels ; but proposals of this nature were, by order 
of the viceroy at Lima, in all cases rejected. 

On the 25th, while the squadron still rode before the 
town, a vessel from the southward was perceived coming 
into the port. Cavendish sent out his pinnace to seize this 
bark, while the townspeople endeavoured from the shore 
to make the crew sensible of their danger. They under- 
stood the signals, and rowed in among the rocks, while a 
party of horsemen advanced from the town to protect the 
crew and passengers. Among these were several monks, 
who had a very narrow escape. The deserted vessel, when 
searched, afforded nothing of value ; and, bumin? their 
prizes, early on the 26th they bore away northwaiS from 
Arica. Next day a small vessel, despatched from Santiago 
with intelligence to the viceroy that an English squadron,— 
probably Drake himself, — was upon the coast, was cap- 
tured. Great severity was used to make the crew reveal 
the nature of their despatches, which were thrown over- 
board while the English gave chase. They had sokmnly 
sworn not to tell their errand ; but their fidelity was hvtij 
proof against the torture to which Cavendisn thought it 
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Meesiary to subject them to extort their leeret. An okl 
Fleming, whom he threatened to hang, and actually cauted 
to be hoisted up, stood the test, and chose rather to die 
than to penure himself by betraying his trust.* At lait 
one of the Spaniards confessed ; and, burning the Yesself 
Cavendish carried the crew along with him, as the safest 
way to prevent tale-telling. In this vessel was found a 
Greek pilot well acquainted with the coast of Chili. 

On the 3d May they landed at a small Spanish town, 
where they obtained a supply of bread, wine, figs, and fowUi. 
This cruise was continued for a fortnight, and several 
prizes were made, from which needful supplies were ob* 
tained ; but none that afforded the species of wealth which 
the captors valued. On the 20th they landed at Paita, to 
the amount of seventy men, took the town, drove out the 
inhabitants, and continued the pursuit till they came to 
the place whither the townspeople had conveyed theii 
most valuable goods. Here they found 25 pounds of silver* 
with other costly commodities. Cavendish, however, ex- 
pecting an attack, had the prudence not to allow his men 
to encumber themselves with much spoil on their return to 
the ships. The town, which was regularly built and verv 
clean, consisted of 200 houses. It was burnt to the grouno, 
with goods to the value of five or six thousand pounds. A 
ship in the harbour was also burnt, and the fleet held a 
course northward, nnd anchored at the island of Puna in ■ 
good harbour. A Spanish sloop of 250 tons burthen, which 
they found here, was sunk. They landed forthwith at the 
dwelling of the cacique, who was found living in a style of 
elegance and even magnificence rarely seen among the 
native chiefs. His house stood near the town, by the 
water^s edge, and contained many handsome apartmeotSt 

• This is snflldently reroltinfr- The mode of tortars emplofed hf 
Cavendish was Romewhat similar to what in Scotlsnd wan csiM tlM 
tkumbikins. He caomsd the priitoneni "to be tormented with their 
thumbs in a winch, and to continue them at several times with extreme 
pain." In palliation of the cruelly employed hy Cavendish, we mnsl 
recollect that torture wan still aometimes judicially employed in Enflsitd. 
In the letters illtistrative of English History, lately published by BIr. 
Eilis, there is a copy of s warrant of the msklen queen, which wsa 
found in the handwriting of Lord BnrleiEh, ordsring two servants of tbs 
Dnke of Norfolk to be thresttnsd with us rsek, and foiling threats, tf 
Instill pnrsisted in fldeUty to their fl^astsr, "to find dis tasu Uisftorr 
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with Yerandas eommiinding fine pvoipects Mtwtxd md 
landward. The chief had married a beautiful Spanifll 
woman, who was regarded as the queen of the inland. 
She never set her foot upon the ground, holding it ** too 
low a thing for her," but was carried abroad on men's 
shoulders in a sort of palanquin, with a canopy to shelter 
her from the sun and wind, and attended by native ladiee 
and the principal men of the island. The cacique and his 
lady fled on the first approach of the English, carrying with 
them 1(K),000 crowns, which, from the information of a 
captire scout, were ascertained to have been in their pos- 
session. Induced by the information of the Indian cap- 
tive. Cavendish landed on the main with an armed party» 
intending to surprise the fugitives ; but they once more 
fled, leaving the meat roastin? at their fires, and their 
treasures could not be discovered. In a small neighbouring 
island the cacique had previously for safety deposited his 
most valuable furniture and goods, consisting of hangings 
of Cordovan leather, richly painted and gilded, with the 
tackling of ships, nails, spikes, dec, of which the English 
took a large supply. At Puna sail-cloth of sea-grass was 
manufactured for the use of the ships in the South Sea* 
The island was about the size of the Isle of Wight, and 
contained several towns, — the principal one, near which 
was the cacique's palace, consisted of 200 houses, with a 
large church. This the English burnt down, carrying 
away the bells. 

The Indian chief of Puna had been baptized previous to 
his marriage, and the Indians were all obliged to attend 
mass. Adjoining the dwelling of the cacique was a fine 
^den laid out in the European style, with a fountain. la 
It were cotton-plants, fig-trees, pomegranates, and many 
varieties of herbs and fruits. An orchard, with lemons^ 
oranges, d^c, ornamented the other side of this pleasant 
dwelling, the under part of which consisted of a large halli 
Ip which goods of all kinds were promiscuously stored* 
Cattle and poultry were seen in great abundance, with 
pigeons, turkeys, and ducks of unusual size. Though- th« 

Siueral both from personal observation and report was aware 
at a force was to be sent against him firom Guayaquil, he 
hauled up his ship to have her bottom cleaned, keeping vigi* 
lant wateh in the chief's house, where the En^^isa BM 
established their head-quarters. 
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The ship was affain afloat, and the squadron about to tally 
when, by one of those mischances which prove the danger 
of indulging for a single moment in false security, the £ng- 
fish sunered a severe loss. On the 2d of June, before 
weighing anchor, a party were permitted to straggle about 
the town to amuse themselves and forage for provisiona. 
Thus scattered, they were suddenly assailed in detached 
groups by a hundred armed Spaniards ; and of the twenty 
thus dispersed seven were killed, three made prisoners, and 
two drowned, while eight escaped. Forty-six Spaniards 
and Indians fell in this skirmish. Cavendish immediately 
landed with an armed band, drove the Spanish soldiers from 
the town, and burnt it completely down, together with four 
ships then building. He also destroyed the wardens and 
orchards. Persisting in maintaining his ground. Cavendish 
next day laid up the other ship to be careened, and did not 
sail till the 5th, when they went to Rio Dolce, where they 
watered. Here they sunk the Hugh Gallant, all the hands 
beinff now required for the other vessels. They also sent 
on shore their Indian prisoners, and, without touching at 
any other land, held a northerly course for nearly a month. 
On the 9th July they captured a new ship of 120 tons, 
which, first taking away her ropes and sails, they imms* 
diately burnt. In this vessel was a Frenchman, Michael 
Sancius, who gave information of the Manilla ship then ex- 
pected from the Philippines. This was a prize worth look- 
ing after ; and they were so far fortunate as to intercept a 
small bark sent to give her warning. On the 27th, by day- 
break, they entered the harbour of Guatulco, and burnt the 
town, the church, and custom-house, in which was found a 
quantity of die-stuffs and cocoas. Some trifling adventures 
marked the following day, in which they by mistake over- 
sailed Acapulco. Landing at Puerto de Navidad, they burnt 
two ships, each of 200 tons, then on the stocks, and made 
prisoner a mulatto who carried letters of advice of their pro- 
gress along the coast of New Gallicia. In this manner they 
proceeded northward, often landing small detachments, and 
spreading alarm along the shores. On the 8th they came 
into the bay of Chaccalla (supposed Compostella), described 
as being 18 leagues from Cape de los Corrientes, and to a 
harbour presumed to be that known in modem geography 
ss SsB tflas. Next mominff tn officer with forty men, u4 
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Michael Sanciui as their c(mcliifllor» u«robed two leagnea 
into the interior, by **a most nlbnoas and desert path 
through the woods and wilderness," and came to a place 
where they found three Spanish fkmilies, a carpenter of the 
same nation, a Portuguese, and a fern Indians. Their or- 
dtitary mode of proceeding on such occasions is told in few 
woids : — ** We bound them all, and made them to come to 
the seaside with us." The general, however, set the women 
free ; and on their bringing to the ships a supply of pine- 
apples, lemons, and oranges, allowed their husbands to de- 
part, as there was nothing to be obtain^ from them. The 
carpenter and the Portuguese were kept, and next day the 
fleet sailed. On the 12th September they reached the isle 
of 8t. Andrew, where they laid in a store of wood and of 
dried and salted wild-fowl. Seals were also found and igua- 
nas, — a species ** of serpent with four feet and a long sharp 
tail, strange to them who have not seen them," but which^ 
nevertheless, made very palatable food to the keen appetites 
of seamen. In their frequent exigencies these haidy voy- 
agers never scrupled to act upon the opinion of the old 
Symeron chief in the Isthmus of Darien. When Drake, 
with the natural disgust of an Englishman, showed some 
tokens of aversion to otter*s flesh, the Indian is reported to 
have thus addressed him : — ** Are you a warrior, and in 
want, and yet doubt if that be food which hath blood in HI" 

On the 24th September they put into the Bay of Mazat- 
lan, and at an island a league to the northward careened 
the ships, new-built the pinnace, and by digging deep in the 
■ands found water, of which they stood much m need ; as 
without this seasonable supply they must have been com- 
pelled to torn back, and thus might have missed their prey. 

The squadron sailed from this island on the night of 'the 
9th October for the Cape of St. Lucas, which was made on 
the 14th. Here they lay in wait for the anticipated prize, 
cruisin? about the headland, without going far off, till the 
4th of November, on the morning of which day the trum- 
peter from the masthead descried a sail bearing in for the 
cape. Chase was immediately given, and continued for 
■ome hours, when the English came up with the Santa 
Anna, gave her a broadside, poured in a vdley of niuskttiy, 
«nd prepared to board. The attempt was bravely ie|MUea 
hf tM ^paoiaidsi^iiio couragaoiisljxepalMd th» ■waihnra 
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with the loM of two men killed and five wounded. TbM 
moit formidable weapons of the Spaniards were stcnes» 
which, from behind their protecting barricades, they hurled 
upon the boarders. ** Bat we new-trimmed our sails," says 
the early relation, ** and fitted every man his furniture, and 
gave them a fresh encounter with our great ordnance, and 
also with our smail shot, raking them through and throogii 
to the killing and wounding of many of their men. Then? 
captain still, like a valiant man, with his company stood 
very stoutly into his close fights, not yielding as yet. Oitf 
general, encouraging his men afresh with the whole voiM 
of trumpets, gave them the other encounter with our great 
ordnance and all our small shot, to the neat discouragement 
of our enemies, raking them through m divers places, kill- 
ing and wounding many of their men. They being thus 
discouraged and spoiled, and their ship beine in hazard of 
sinking by reason of the great shot which were made, 
whereof some were under water, within five or six hours' 
fight sent out a flag of truce and parleyed for mercy, desir- 
ing our general to save their lives andf to take their goods, 
and that they would presently yield. Our general of hi* 
goodness promised them mercy, and called them to strike 
their sails, and to hoise out their boat, and come on board ; 
which news they were fiill glad to hear of^ and presently 
struck their sails, hoisted out th^'ir boat, and one of their 
chief merchants came on board unto our general, and, fiiU* 
ing down upon his knees, offered to have kissed our gena- 
rars feet, and craved mercy. Our general graciously par- 
doned both him and the rest, upon promise of their true iMalc 
ing with him and his company concerning such riches •• 
were in the ship ; and sent for their captain and fHlot, who 
at their coming used the like duty and reverence as the for- 
mer did. The general, out of his great mercy and human- 
ity, promised their lives and sood usage." 

The Santa Anna was a pnze worth the trouble bestowed 
in securing her. She was of 700 tons burden, and the prop- 
erty of the King of Spain. Besides a rich cargo of silks, 
satins, damasks, wine, preserved fruits, musk, dec., there 
were on board 122,000 pesos in sold. The provision made 
for the passengers was also of the best kind, and afibrded 
luxuries to the English ships* companies to which they had 
hitherto been strar^feis. CtTendieh earned hie piiie iat* 
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a bay within Cape St. Lucas, named by the Spaniardt 
Agnada Segura, or The Safe Watering-place, where hn 
landed the crew and passengers to the number of a hundred 
and ninety persons, among whom were some females. 

The captain-general deemed it impolitic to allow theia 
persons to proceed direct to New Spain, and the place on 
which he landed them afforded water, wood, fish, fowl, and 
abundance of hares and rabbits. He presented them with 
part of the ship's stores, with wine, and with the sails of 
their dismantled vessel, to construct tents for their shelter. 
He also gave the seamen weapons for their defence against 
the natives, and planks, of which they might build a bark to 
convey the whole party to the settlements. 

Among the passengers by the Santa Anna were two lads, 
natives of Japan, who could both read and write their own 
language, and three boys from Manilla.* These, with a 
Portuguese who had been in Canton, the Philippines, and 
the islands of Japan, Cavendish carried with him, and also 
a Spanish pilot. 

The division of the spoils occasioned great discontent, 
particularly among the crew of the vice-admiral's ship, who 
imagined that Cavendish favoured the company of the De- 
sire. But the dissatisfaction was apparently suppressed, 
and by the 17th November, "the queen's day," all business 
being completed, a few hours were devoted by the loyal 
English to gayety and festivity ; and a discharge of the 
great guns and a display of fireworks proclaimed to these 
lonely shores the glory of Elizabeth of England. As the 
completion of their rejoicing, the Santa Anna, with all of her 
goods that could not be stowed into the English ships, was 
set on fire, and left burning ; and firing a parting salute to 
the desertedf Spaniards, the Desire and the Content boro 

* An Indian hoy as a page was at that period a mark of almost regal 
splendour. The younjcent of these boys, a child about ten, was on the 
return or the expedition presented to the Countess of Essex as an 
attendant. 

t The Ate of the Spaniards lett on this part of Califbmia affbrds a ra> 
markable instance of the kindness of Providence. The Mune place had 
fbnnerly been abandoned by a colonv planted by Cortes, fh>m tht* settlen 
not being able to obtain sustenance; and the perwiis now left were 
•vsn more helpless than the first colonists. Thoufh the coast was nsi- 
ther steril iK>r yet ungenial in climate, many of them must have periited 
bsflnre thsy ooald hare been able to build a vessel large enough to eany 
*w»lHi9ira4 paiBoos to Acapoloo. Tbeir mods of ddvenuaos was sis* 
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sway for England, which, before they coiild again aniTS at| 
•0 much of the circumference of the globe must be trsY* 
«rsed. Before coming to St. Lucas, the George, the Spaop 
Uh prize, had been abandoned ; and now, in coming out of 
the bay, the Content lagged astern, and was never, again 
seen by her consort.* 

The Desire, thus left alone, as the Golden Hind had been 
before her, holding her solitary course across the Pacific^t 
on the 3d January, 1588, came in sight of Guahan, one of 
the Ladrones. For forty-five days the English had enjoyed 
fair winds, and had sailed a distance roughly estimatea st 
between seventeen and eighteen hundred leagues. When 
within five or six miles of Guahan, fifty or more canoes full 
of people came off to meet the ship, bringing the commodi- 
ties with which they were now in the habit of supplying the 
Spaniards, namely, fish, potatoes, plantains, and cocoas, 
which were exchanged for pieces of iron. This traffic wae 
plied so eagerly that it became troublesome ; and Caven- 
dish, who was never distinguished for patience or forbeai^ 
ance, with five of his men, fired to drive the natives back 
from the ship. They dived so nimbly to evade the shoCt 
that it could not be ascertained what execution was done. 
The people here were of tawny complexion, corpulent, and 
of taller stature than ordinary-sized Englishmen. Their 

fular. Tbe English left the Santa Anna burnt down W th« watei's 
edge, and still in flames when they sailed. In a short time the fire ttmd 
ber fhmi her anchors, and the flood-ride drifted her still burning into the 
bay, where the Spaniards were able to extinguish the conflagration Just 
in time to save so much of the hull of this large ship as with slight rsfl^ 
ting proved an ark Ibr their deliverance. 

* No trace of this ship remains in any contemporary relation so Ikr ts 
we have seen. It is imagined that the company, who were dissstlslM 
with Cavendish, might have resolved to desert him and return by His 
straits, and that they might have perished in the atteiapC. AnoUwrand 
equally probable conjecture was, that they had attempted tbe iiorth>west 
passage. This at leasL as we afterward incidentally learn, seems to 
have been the opinion of tbe Spanish pilot, who was compelled to retam 
to the Indies In the Desire. 

t In the library of the Middle TMnple there is, or lately wss, a flobo, 
const rucred in 1603, at the cost of William Sanderson, in which the 
course of Cavendish across the Paciflc is laid down. It is to be rseal- 
lected that he now had on board a Spanish pilot accustomed to make Ills 
voyage between Acapulro snd the Philippines, touching at the Lsdrooss, 
where water and reftvshmenis were (bond. The course described do 
this globe is fh>m Cape St. Lucas S. W. till the latitude Is deciesscd to 
between island iSON.; sftsr which tha eoarss Is due wast to lbs L^ 
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bair was long, bat some wore it tied up in one or two knotv 
on the crown of the head. The construction of their canoes 
ffreatly excited the admiration of the English seamen, 
formed, as they were, without any ** edge-tooL** Thet« 
canoes were from six to seven yards in length, bat very 
narrow, and moulded in the same way at prow and stem. 
They had square and triangular sails of cloth made of bal- 
rashes, and were ornamented with head figures carved in 
wood, ** like unto images of the Devil.'* They appeared in 
the canoes entirely no^ed, and were dexterous divers and 
excellent swimmers. 

On the 14th January the Desire made Cape Spirito Santo^ 
the first point of the Philippines which was seen ; and on 
the same night entered the strait now named the Strait of 
San Bernardino. Next morning they came to anchor in a 
fine bay and safe harbour in the island then named Capal. 
Though the Spanish settlement at Manilla was still com* 
paratively recent, it had risen and flourished so rapidly that 
It was already become a place of great wealth and commexw 
dal importance. Besides the annual fleet to New Spain, it 

Swsessed a very considerable trade with China and the In* 
an islands in the most valuable commodities. The people 
with whom Manilla enjoyed this trade, and particularly a 
people they name the Sanguelos, are described by the voy* 
agers as ** of great genius and invention in handicrafts and 
■ciences ; every one so expert, perfect, and skilful in lus 
&culty, as few or no Christians are able to go beyond them 
in that they take in hand. For drawing and embroidery 
upon satin, silk, or lawn, either beast, fowl, fish, or worm ; 
for liveliness and perfectness, both in silk, silver, gold, and 
pearl, they excel." 

As soon as the Desire came to anchor off Capal, one of 
the chiefs, of whom there were seven in the island, came 
on board, presuming the ship to be Spanish. His people 
brought a supply of potatoes, which they called camotaes, 
and ereen cocoas. The rate of exchanffe, or the prices, 
would now be thought high. A yard of linen was given 
for four cocoas, and the same quantity for about a quart 
of potatoes. These roots were thought good either boiled 
or roasted, and were much relished by the crew. The 
eaeiqae was ** carved'* (tattooed) in various streaks and 
H^ was jeqnested to remain on board, and a 
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mttsage of invitation bein? sent to the other chieft, thej 
also repaired to the ship, bringing hogs and hens to ex* 
change. The rate which was uniform was, for a hog eight 
ryals of plate, and for a fowl one. This trade went on 
all day, and the ship, after her long run, was well supplied 
with refreshments. On the same night a fortunate dis- 
covery was made by the Portuguese taken out of the 
Santa Anna on account of his knowledge of the Philip- 
pines and of China. The Spanish pilot had, it appeared* 
prepared a letter, which he hoped secretly to convey to ths 
governor at Manilla, informing him of the English ship, 
which it would not be difficult to surprise and overpower. 
If this vessel was allowed to escape with impunity, he 
pointed out that the settlement might next year be taken 
by those who had now the audacity with so small a force 
to approach its vicinity. He described in what manner the 
English ship might be taken where she now rode. This 
crime, or act of patriotism, was cleariy brought home to 
the pilot, who was next morning hanged for doing Iiis 
duty to his native country and sovereign. 

Cavendish remained here nine days for the refreshment 
of the ship's company, and to obtain a store of provisions. 
Some singular customs are ascribed to the natives of 
Capul. They practised circumcision. By an opiniont 
not rare " of the heathen*' in those days, nor yet altogether 
exploded among persons better instructed than the eariy 
navigators, the islanders are alleged to have ** wholly wor- 
shipped the Devil, and oftentimes to have conference with 
him, who appeareth unto them in a most ugly, monstrous 
shape.*' On the 23d January the captain-general caused 
the seven chiefs of this island, ** and of a hundred islands 
more," to appear before him, and pay him tribute in hoffS» 
poultry, cocoas, and potatoes ; at which ceremony^he m- 
formed them of his country, spread the banner of En^^and 
from his masthead, and sounded the drums and trumpets. 
Due homage and submission were made to the representa- 
tive of England, and the enemy of Spain ; and Uiis beinff 
all that was required, the value of the tribute was paiia 
back to the natives in money. The Indians, at partmg, 
promised to assist the English in conquering the Spaniaros 
at any future time ; and, to amuse their new frieods* 
showed feats of svdfi rowing round the ship The gensiml 
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tr«d off. a piaee of ordnanee m b farewtU, and tfc« ngw 
trikitariM went awmy contented and pleated. The *^hiiii- 
died ielands more** look like a flourish of the naRator« 
tiiicklj ae ialaiida are clustered together at this 'jfimcm. 
Next day they ran along the coast of Manilla, and on the 
S8th chaaed a frigate, which escaped into some inleL 
Chase was given by the boat in those places which 
were so shallow that the ship could not approach. The 
crew was afterward shot at by a party of Spanish sokUere 
from the shore ; and a frigate was manned by them and 
sent in pursuit, which chased the English boat till within 
reach of the guns of the Desire. The boat's crew had 
prenously made a Spaniard prisoner, whom they found ki 
a canoe from which the natives escaped ; and next day 
Cavendish sent a message by him to the captain of the 
Spanish party, who at different stations kept watch along 
me coast, desiriig that ofiicer to provide a good store of 
gold, as be intended to visit him at Manilla in a few years, 
and, if his boat had been larger, would have visitea him 
then. 

About the middle of February Mr. Cavendish passed 
near the Moluccas, but did not touch at these islands. 
Fever now visited the ship's company, which had hitherto 
been very healthy ; but only two of the men died, and one 
of these had long been sick, so that his death could not he 
attributed to the climate and the excessive heat which occa- 
■ioned the ilbiess of the others. On the Ist of March the 
Desire passed through the straits at the west end of Java 
Minor, and on the 6th anchored in a bay at the west end* 
•f Java Major. A negro found in the Santa Anna was 
able to converse with some natives who were here found 
flehing. Through this interpreter, who spoke the Morisco 
or Arabic language, they were informed that provisions 
nigfat be obtained ; and in a few days afterward two or 
three canoes arrived laden with fowls, egss, fresh fish, 
orangee, and limes. That the ship might he more con- 
veniently victualled they stood in nearer the town, and 
ware visited by the king's secretary, who brought the 
general a preeent, includmg, among other things, **wiDe 

* Time sppears u> be some difftrsnee of opinton ss Is tlli 
whidi lbs ship now snchorad 
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w strong as aquavits, and as clear as rock-water^''* Thit 
distinguished ofiicial, who promised that the ship should 
be supplied in four days, was treated with all the magnifi- 
cence that Cavendish could command. The wines and 
preserves of the Spanish prize were produced for his enter- 
tainment ; and the English musicians exerted their skill. 
The secretary, who remained on board all night, saw the 
watch set and the gtms fired off, and was infonned that 
the ship's company were Englishmen, natives of a country 
which already traded with China,t and that thfij Were 
come hither for discovery and traiflic. The Portaguese 
had already established a factory on the island, where they 
traded in cloves, pepper, sugar, slaves, and other merchan- 
dise of the East. Two of these. Portuguese merchants 
afterward visited the 6hip, eager to obtain news of their 
country and of Don Antonio their prince. They were ia* 
formed that he. was then in England, honourably 'ente1^ 
taine-d by the queen ; and were delighted to hear of tlA 
havoc Cavendish had made among the Spanish shipping 
in the South Sea, as he told them that he was ** warring 
upon them (the Spaniards) under the King of PortogaL^ 
The Europeans who met on this distant coast were mu* 
tually delighted with their short intercourse. Cavendish 
banqueted the Portuguese merchants, and entertained 
them with music as well as with political intelligence; 
and to him they described the riches of Java, and the most 
remarkable customs observed by the natives. The reigib* 
ing king or rajah was named Bolamboam, and was re- 
ported to be one hundred and fifty years of age. He was 
held in great veneration by his subjects, none of whom 
durst trade with any nation without his license Under pain 
of death. The old king had a hundred wives ; and his 
son fifty. In Bolamboam the old voyagers give a perfiMt 
picture of an absolute prince. The Javans paid hmi mi" 
limited obedience. Whatever he commandtKl, be the un- 
dertaking ever so dangerous or desperate, no one durst 
shrink from executing it ; and their heads were the forfdt 
of their fiulure. They were **the bravest race in ibm 

* Tbbi we imagined arrack ; but in the margin of an old voyaco TSS 
find it ctifM niper-^ne. 
t No coSSMs Is oObrad for thi« pioiw flwod. 

N 
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•oath-eastern paits of the globe, never feaiiitf deathr** 
The men were naked, and dark in colour ; hot the womeB 
were partly clothed, and in complexion moeh &ifer. 
When the klnff died his body was homed, and the ariies 
were preserved. Five days afterward his qaeen^ or pruv 
eipal wife, threw a ball from her with which she was 
TOovided, and wherever it ran thither all the wives repeived. 
£ach turned her face eastward, — and, with a dagger as 
sharp as a razor, stabbed herself to the heart, and, bathed 
in her own blood, fell upon her face, and thus died. 
** This thingy'* we are assured, ** is as true as it may seen 
to any hearer to be strange.*' The Portuguese ractOfs» 
before parting with Cavenduh, proposed that their acknow- 
ledged king, Don Antonio, should come out, and here 
Ibond an empire, which should comprehend the Moluceas, 
Ceylon, Cbina, and the Philippines. They were assured 
that all the natives of these countries would declare for 
him. A kind reception was also promised to the English 
at their return ; and Cavendish, having fully satufied 
them for the supplies furnished to his ship, fired a parting 
salute of three euns> and on the 16th March sailed for the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

The rest of this month and the month of April were 
spent ** in traversing that mighty and vast sea between 
toe island of Java and the main of Africa, observing the 
heavens, the Crosiers or South Pole, the other stars, and 
the fowls, which are marks unto seamen ; fair weather, 
foul weather, approaching of lands or islands, the winds^ 
tempests, the rains and thunders, with the alteration of the 
tides and currents." On the 10th of May a storm aross^ 
and they were afterward becalmed ; and, in the thick haiy 
weather of the calm, mistook Cape Fal^ for the Cape of 
€k>od Hope, which they passed on the I6th^ havlAg run 
1850 leagues in nine weeks. 

On the 8th June the island of St. Helena was seen, and 
on the 0th they anchored in the harbonr. The description 
of this station, so important to navigators, would appbr 
with perfect accuracy even at this day, so far as regardls 
external appearance or the natural productions of that de- 
licious resting-place, of which at that time the Portuffoese 
•till ei^oyed sole possession. They had now halo this 
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inland for upwards of eighty vears ; and, though it had 
never been regularly colonizej, they had done much to 
store it with every thing necessary to the refreshment of 
seamen on a long yoyage. Already it abounded in all 
sorts of herbs, and in dehcious fruits. Partridges, pheas- 
ants, turkeys, goats, and wild hogs were also obtained in 
abundance. 

At St. Helena Cavendish remained till the 20th, clean- 
ing the ship, and obtaining refreshments, when the Desire 
once more got under way for England. About the end 
of August they passed the Azores, apd on the 3d Sep* 
tember met a Flennsh hulk from I^sbon, which informed 
them of the defeat of the Spanish Armada, to their ** great 
rejoicing." In the channel they were overtaken by th^ 
same terrible tempest that made such havoc among the 
Spanish ships which were driven round the coast of Ire- 
land and to the north of Scotland ; but were so fortunate 
as to complete the third circumnavigation of the globe at 
Plymouth on the 9th September, 1588, — two years and 
fifty days from the time they had left the same harbour^ 
and in a considerably shorter time than either Drake or 
Magellan had made the same voyage. 

Very copious nautical notes and remarks on this voyaM 
were published by Mr. Thomas Fuller of Ipswich, the sail- 
ing-master of the Desire. They must have^ been of great 
value -at the time, but have been superseded by more 
modem Charts, In forming which, though the observations 
may not i>e mere accurate, the navig^rs have had the 
advantage of more perfect instruments. The onl^ geo- 
graphical discovery made by Cavendish in this navigatioii 
was Port Desire, on the Patagonian coast, the landmarks 
of which Fuller has accurately described, though it has fre- 
quently been made the subject of dispute among modem 
voyagers. 

The fame of the exploits of Cavendish, and of the great 
wealth which he had brought home, ^ enough to boy a fidr 
earldom,*' almost rivalled the accounts of Ihake's waudtH' 
ful voyage. Among other rumours it was said, that when 
he entered the harbour of Plymouth his sails were all of 
8clk« In the tempest which overtook them in the chamMl 
the sails were lost; and it is probable that Ca v e ndtol l 
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might have been compelled to employ some of hw licK 
Indian damasks in the homely office of rigging his vestd ; 
though it is conjectured, with more feasibiuty, that his new 
suit of sails were canvass fabricated of the silk-grass used 
in the South Seas, which, being veiy lustiousy might easily 
be mistaken for silk. 

The earliest leisure of Cavendish was employed m wril* 
ing to his patron, Lord Hunsdon, giving an aocoont of his 
prosperous expedition. Whatever blame may in a move 
enlightened age be imputed to this navigator for the wanton 
outrages committed on the Spanish settlements and on the 
subjects of Spain, he appears to have thought himself en- 
titled to credit for their performance. In^ead, therefore* 
of trying to conceal these deeds, in setting forth his ser> 
vices for her majesty, he makes them his boast ; and 
doubtless they were highly esteemed.* No better reca- 
pitulation of the events of this celebrated voyage can he * 
found than that contained in his letter to Lord Hunsdon, 
an extract of which may form an appropriate conclusion 
to this chapter. ** It hath pleased Almighty God," says 
the writer, " to suffer me to circumpass the whole fflobe of 
the world, entering in at the Strait of Magellan, and return- 
ing by the Cape & Buena £8peran9a ; in whidi voyage I 
have either discovered or brought certain intelligence of aU 
the rich places of the world which were ever diKOvered by 
any Christian. I navigated along the coast of Chili, Peru, 
and New Spain, where I made great spoils. 1 burnt and 
sunk nineteen sails of ships small and great. • AU the 
villages and towns that ever I landed at I burned and 
spoiled. And had I not been discovered upon the coast, I 
had taken gnbat quantity of treasure. The matter of most 
profit unto me was a groat ship of the king's which I took 
at California; which ship camo from the P)ulfppines,t 
being one of the richest of merchandise that ever passed 

*We have seen one aecotmt which statM tbst Cavendish was 
knighted pn hie return, but it does not seem authentic. 

t It ia n6t easy to discover where Cavendish obtained thia boasted 
infonnation, and the map of China which tie brnoght home ; and proba- 
bly this might be fh)tn various aomi^ea,— fVom t^ Portugneee Toand in 
the Acapuleo ship, who had been in Canton,— (Tom the nativea of tba 
Jsland he names Capol,— and, above aU, tnm ths y^r tngn esa ftetoiste 
Java. 
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those seas From the Cape of California, being the 

pttemiost part of all New Spain, I navigated to the 
islands of the Philippines, hard upon the coast of Chhia, of 
whidi country I have brought such intelligence as hath 
not been heard of in these psSls : the stateliness and riches 
of which I fear to make report of, lest I should not be 

credited I found out by the way homeward the 

island of Santa Helena, where the Portuguese used to re- 
lieve themselves ; and from that island God hath suffered 
me ta. return into England. All which services, with my- 
self, I humbly prostrate at her majesty'e feet, desiring the 
Almighty long to continue her reign amonff us ; for at thie 
day she is the meet famous and victorious prmcess that livelh 
in the woikL" 



CHAPTER VI. 

Second Voyage to the South Sea. 

Ifew Expedition to the South Sea— Attack on the Portafnese Seltls- 
roents— Delay of th^ Squadron— Letter of Cavendtoh-^Us^ttion by 
Jane— SufiHrings in Majeellati's Straits— Senaration of Daris—Daviev 
Southern Island— Piety of the Captain— NaUtes of Pmt Derir^- 
Nine Men lost— Homeward Voyage of Davis— AdventiineofCaveii- 
ditih— H^ loses twenty-four Men— Unfortunate Aflkir at Spirito Santo 
—Fury and Indignation of Cavendish — Separaiion of the Roebuck— 
Dii<content of tlie Crew— Firmness of the Coiiieander— They nlai 
St. Ufcletna— Death of Cavendish— His Cbaiactsr. 

Thb second and final expedition of Cavendish to the 
South Seas was as remarkable for ill fortune as his fint 
voyage had been distinguished by uninterrupted prosperity. 
This fortunate voyage, however, which ffave such strong 
confirmation to the hopes excited by the adventure of Drake, 
encouraged many to a similar attempt, and daring the tfio 
years following his return several expeditions were fitted 
out from England, though none of them proved successfiiL 

In three years after his return. Cavendish, havincr, accord- 
ing to eome aoeoonts, afeai the greater part of ue riches 
he had acquired in the South S^ planned an ezpeditte 
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ftr China, by Magellan's Straits, and upon an 
scale. It is asserted, with as much probabilitj» Ifant his 
wealth WM laid out in equipping the new 8q[aadrdny with 
which he put to sea on the 26th August, 159t. It con- 
sisted of *' three tali ships'* and two barks. As aduind of 
the fleet Cavendish sailed in the Leicester galleoa; and 
his old ship, the Desire, was commanded by the celebrated 
pilot, navigator, and fortunate discoverer. Captain John 
Davis.* The Roebuck, commanded by Mr. Cook, the 
Black Pinnace, and a small bark named the Dainty, which 
belonged to^Mr. Adrian Gilbert, a gentleman of Devon- 
shire, who had been among the promoters of the diaeoveij 
of the North-west Parage, completed the fleet The two 
Japanese youths captured in tne Acapulco ship on the 
former voyage accompanied Cavendish m this. 

Under the equinoctial line they were becalmed for twenty- 
seven days, burning beneath a hot sun, and exposed to the 
deadly night vapours, which threw many of the men into 
the scurvy. Their first capture was a Portuguese vessel, 
on the 2d Becember, off the coast of Brazil. It was laden 
with sufirar, small wares, and slaves. 

On the 5th they pillaged Placenzia, a small Portogueee 
settlemeift ; and on the 16th surprised the town of Santos, 
where the inhabitants were at mass when the party landed. 
Though Cavendish, both from principle and from natural 
disposition, never lost an opportunity of spoiling the enemy, 
the object of this attack was to obtain pro\isions ; but this 
design, from the negligence of the captain of the Roebuck, 
was completely fr^trated. The Indians earned every 
thing away ; and next day the prisoners in the church were 
either set free or contrived to escape, four old men being 
retained as hostages till the supplies came in. They never 
appeared; and the consequence of mismanai^pment And 
delay was, that in lying five weeks before this place the 
piovisions were wasted which should have sustained them 
m passing the straits, and the voyage was delayed, by this 
and other causes, till they found themselves, in the begin- 
ning of the souUiem winter, distant from the straits, and 
short of stores. 

* See DiMovcry tun* Advcnton la cte Polsr 0ms and Bagloib 
ViMBUrLibraiy,N«».XVL 
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' On the 22d Janaaiy they left Santos, bamt St. Vinceiit 
«n the 23d, and next day bore for the Straits of Magellan % 
Port Desire, which Cavendish had discovered «n his former 
voyage, being appointed as a rendezvous in case of separar 
tion. On the 7th February the fleet was overtaken by a 
violent gale, and next day they were separated. Davis, in 
the Desire, made for the appointed harbour, an^ in the 
way fell in veith the Roebuck, which had suflered dread- 
fully. On the 6th March, these two ships reached Port 
Doinre together, and in ten days afterward were joined bj 
the Black Pinnace. The Dainty, the volunteer baik, le* 
turned to England, having stored herself with sugar at 
Santoe while the other ships lay idle ; her captain was in 
tha mean while on board the Roebuckj and was left without 
any thing save the clothes which he wore. 

In the gale, which scarcely abated from the' 7th Fel>> 
.ruary to the middle of March, Cavendish suffered severely, 
and his officers and men had shown a disposition to mutiny ; 
so that, on rejoining the other ships on the 18th, he left 
the Leicester ealleon in displeasure, and remained in the 
Desire, with Captain Davis. Cavendish did not at this 
time complain more bitterly of the gentlemen of his own 
ship than he afterward violently accused Davis of having 
betrayed and abandoned him. His subsequent misfortunes 
affected his temper, and, it may be presumed, perverted his 
sense of justice. Though his company had not recovered 
the excessive ftitigue and exhaustion caused by the late 
continued tempes^ the galleon sailed with the fleet on the 
2(Hh, and aft;er enduring fresh storms, all the ships made 
the straits on the 8th April, and on the 14th passed in. In 
two days they had beat inward only ten leagues. 

An account is given in Purchases Pilgrims of this most 
disastrods voyage, drawn up at sea by Cavendish, in his 
last illness. It is addressed to Sir Tristram Grorges, whom 
the unfortunate navigatorappointed his executor, and is one 
of the most affecting narratives that ever was written, — the 
confession, wrung in bitterness of heart, from a high- 
spirited, proud, and headstrong man, who, having set his all 
upon a. cast, and finding himself undone, endured the 
deeper mortification of believing he had been the dupe of 
those he implicitly trusted. Though we cannot admit the 
Ibroe of many of his allegations, nor the justice of his lUr 
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measared imeetiTei H is impossible to withhold syiiqMthy 
from his eztnow ^stress. «« We had beea ahnost foiur 
jnoDiths,** nji this meluicholy relation, ** betwaca the coast 
of Bn^ md the stTaits, being in distance not above 600 
leagaea ; which is commonlj ran in twenty or thirty days ; 
but sQch was the edTerseness of our fortune, that in oominf 
thither we npent the summer, and found the straits, in the 
beginning of a most extreme winter, not durable for Chris- 
tians. . . . : After the month of May was come in, no- 
thing but such flights of snow, and extremity of liroets, as 
in all my life I never saw any to be compared with them* 
This extremity caused the weak men (in my ship only) to 
decay ; for, in seven or eight days, in this extremity, there 
died forty men and sicken^ seventy, so that there were not 
fifteen men able to stand upon the hatches.*' Another re- 
lation of the voyage written by Mr. John Jane, a friend of 
Captain Davis, even deepens this picture of distrass« The 
squadron, beating for above a week against the wind into 
the straits, and in all that time advancing only fifty leagues, 
now lay in a sheltered cove on the south side of the pas- 
sage, and nearly opposite Cape Frowasd, where they re- 
mained till the 1 5th May, a period of extreme suffering. 
** In this time,** says Jane, ** we endured extreme storms 
with perpetual snow, where many of our men died of 
cursed famine and miserable cold,* not having wherewith 

* PnrchaS's Pilgrims comprehends "The adipireble and strtnfs 
adventnres of Master Anthony Knyvet, who went with Master Caves- 
dish in his second voyage," which for marvels, if not flnr investioa and 
imagination, mav rival the adventures of Stnbsd the Sailor. Knyvet 
wandered flrom the ship on the coattt of Brasil, and was for many years 
among the ** Caimibals." Many is the wonderfVil escape fVom death 
which he makes. In the straits, pulling off his stockings one night, all 
his toes came with them; but this is not so bad as the fiutune of one 
Harris, who, blowing 4iis nose with his Angers, thpws it into the Are, 
and never recovers it again, as Knyvet seems to have done his toes by 
the good offices of a surgeon whom Cavendish employed, and who cured 
with muttering words. In the straits he saw both giants and plmiss. 
The fbnimailts of the giants at Poit Desire were tour times the Tengtli 
of an Englishman's ftoc. In the straits their stature was flAecn and mx- 
leen spans long; and at Port Famine, or San Felipe, the desolate statloa 
of the Spanish colony, fbur or five thousand pigmies, with mouths 
reaching (Irom ear to ear, were seen at one tinrte, whose height was flma 
fbur to five spans. Some of Knyvet's marvels relate to the singtilar 
suliject of demoniac possession and satanic infinence among the irlbss 
with whom he sojourned. These accounts, and others of the dder f«^ 
sffera, are not mateEially diflhrent from those which ws ncetn of aa 
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to cover their bodies, nor to fill their htiO^f )mt fiving by 
muscles, water, and weeds of the sea, wiuL * MuJl relief 
from the ship's stores of meal sometimes.^ Mtffnm this 
the worst ; ** All the sick men in the ffalLeaa WHf noet un- 
charitably pat on shore into the woods, in ths flfliow, wind, 
and cold, when men of ^ood health could scarcely endure it, 
where they ended their lives in the highest deme of 
misery." Though Cavendish was still onr board the Desire, 
it is impossible to free him of the blame of this inhuman 
abandonment of the sick. A consultation was now held, at 
which Davi», who had had great experience of the severities 
of the seasons in the north-west voyages, declared for push* 
ing forward, as the weather must speedily improve ; while 
Cavendish preferred the attempt of reaching China by 
doubling the Cape of Good Hope. For this voyage, how* 
ever, the other commanders thought there were neither pro- 
visions nor equipments. At length, on a petition by the 
whole company being presented to Cavendish, he agreed to 
return to the coast of Brazil for supplies, and, thus fur* 
nished, again to attempt the straits. 

On the 15th May they accordingly sailed eastward, and 
on the midnight of the 20th, Davis in the Desire, and the 
Black Pinnace, were separated from the galleon, to which 
Cavendbh had now returned. They never met again, and 
Cavendish, to the last moment of his unfhappy life, accused 
Davis of having wilfully abandoned him. This treache- 
rous desertion, if such it was, — and b^the friends of Davis 
it is strenuously denied, — took place m the latitude of Port 
Desire, for wMch harbour Davis stood in, and also the 
Black Pinnace, expecting, as they at least pretended, to 
find the general. Here they took in water, and obtained at 
ebb-tide muscles, and with hooks made of pins caught 
smelts, and thus spared t^eir slender stock of provisions. 

An efibrt made by Davis to go in search of the captains- 
general in the pinnace was overruled, it is alleged, by the 
ship's company, who would not permit its depaiture. They 

Bouth Sea islanders at the present time, and wblch we are assured by 
Ellis soiDe of the early missionaries were disponed to believe. On hia 
return to Enfiland, Master Kny vet told Purchas,that he once heard an 
Indian conferring with tbe Spirit which possessed him, and tbreatenfaiff 
that, if it did mK use him bsitsr, he woqld torn Olurlsliaa ; tlM Splrli HMi 
the him and left bUn» 
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are even charged with open mutiny, and two ringleaders 
are named. 

To clear iumself of all suspicion, Davis, on the Zd June, 
drew up a relation of the voyage, of the separation, and of 
the state of the two ships lymg here, which all the men suh- 
Bcrihed. It certainly goes far to exonerate him. TIiqy 
remidned in Port Desire till the 6th August, keeping watd& 
on the hills for the galleon and the Roebuck ; one part of 
the company foraging for provisions of any kind that could 
be obtained, while others made nails, bolts, and ropes from 
an old cable, and thus supplied their wants in the best man* 
ner they could devise. There are, however, surmises, that * 
all this labour was undertaken that Davis might be able to 
accomplish his great object of passing the straits, whatever 
became of the general, and whatever might have been hu 
wishes or orders. After this refitting was accomplished, it 
was accordingly resolved to await the coming of Ubvendish 
m the straits, for which, having at Penguin Isle salted 
twenty hogsheads of seals, they sailed on the night of tlw 
7th August, " the poorest wretches that ever were created." 

Several times they obtained a sight of the South Sea, 
and were driven back into the straits. While tossed about, 
they were on the 14th driven in ** among certain islands 
never before discovered by any known relation, lying Sfty 
leagues or better off the shore, east and northerly from ttus 
straits." These were the Falkland Islands, of which Cap- 
tain Davis certainly has the honour of being the original 
discoverer, as he had already been of the straits which still 
go by his name, and of other ports in the north seat. 
This discovery was shortly afterward claimed by Sir Rich- 
ard Hawkins, who gave these islands the name of Hawkinses 
Maiden Land, ** for that it was discovered in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, my sovereign lady, and a maiden queen.** 
The discovenr of these islands has been claimed by the 
navigators of other countries, and a variety of names have 
been imposed upon them. Bumey christens them anew 
<* Davis's Southern Islands,** a distinction to which that cele- 
brated navigator is fully entitled, though it will not be easy 
to change a name so established as that of the Falkland 
Islands. On the 2d October they got into the South Sea 
onee more, and in the same night encountered a severe gal«i 
which continued with unabated violence for many oayt. 
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On the 4th the pinnace was lost : on the 6th the foresail 
was split and all torn ; " and the mizzen was brou^t to 
the foremast to make our ship work, the storm contmuinff 
beyond all description in fury, with hail, snow, rain, and 
wind, such and so mighty as that in nature it 'could not 
possibly be more ; the sea such and so lofty with continual 
breach, that manv times we were doubtful whether our ship 
did sink or swim.** The relation proceeds thus, with earnest 
pathetic simplicity : — ** The 10th of October, being, by the 
account of our captain and master, very near the shore, the 
weather dark, the storm furious, and most of our men having 

g'ven over to travail, we yielded ourselves to death without 
rther hope of succour. Our captain (Davis) sitting in 
the gallery very pensive, I came and brought him some 
Rosa Solis to comfort him, for he was so cold he was scarce 
able to move a joint. After he had drunk, and was com- 
forted in heart, he be?an for the ease of his conscience to 
make a large repetition of his forepassed time, and with 
many grievous siffhs he concluded in these words : — * Oh 
most glorious God, with whose power the mightiest things 
among men are matters of no moment, I most humbly Iw- 
seech thee, that the intolerable burden of my sins may ^ 
through the blood of Jesus Christ be taken from me ; and 
end our days with speed, or show us some merciful sign of 
thy love and our preservation.** Having thus, ocidml, he 
desired me not to make known to the company his intole- 
rable grief and anguish of mind^ because they should not 
thereby be dismayed ; and so, suddenly, before I went from 
him, the sun shined clear ; so that he and the master both 
observed the true elevation of the Pole, whereby they knew 
by what course to recover the strait." The narrative ffoes 
on to relate a wonderful instance of preservation in dou- 
bling a cape at the mouth of the strait on the 1 1th of Oc- 
tober. 

They at last put back into the strait in a most pitiable 
condition, the men **with their sinews stiff, their flesh 
dead,*' and in a state too horrible to be described. They 
found shelter and rest in a cove for a few days, but famin* 
urged them on, and the weather, after a 'short interval of 
calm, became as stormy as before. ** The storm growing 

* Oiir readera will remember Um admindds vm which Do Foe hw 
Bade of ihia ocenei 
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oatraffe<ms, cur men eoald scarcety stand by their liboiii' ; 
and the straits being ML of turning reaches, wt were eon- 
stratned, by the discretion of the captain and master in th€ur 
aeconnts, to gnide the ship in the heU-daik night when we 
could not see any shore.** In this extremity they got back 
to Port Desire, and obtained wood and water ; and in Pen* 
guin Island found abundance of birds. One day, while moat 
of the men were absent on their seTeral duties, a moHitndt 
of the natives showed themselves, throwing dnst up<m tb«r 
heads, « leaping and ninning like brute beasts, batving 
vizards on their faces, like dogs' faces, or else their fhcea are 
dogs* fkces indeed. We greatly feared lest they shonld 
set the ship on fire, for they would suddenly make ftWi 
whereat we much marvelled.* They came to windwaxd 
of our ship, and set the bushes on fire, so that we were 
in a very stinking smoke ; but as soon as they came within 
reach of our shot we shot at them, and striking one of then 
in the thigh they all presently fied, and we never saw them 
more.** At this place a party of nine men were killed by 
the Indians, or were presumed to be so, as they went on 
shore, and were never again heard of. The relation pointc 
out, that " these were the mutineers, and this the place at 
which they had formeriy devised mischief** against Davis 
and his officers. Here they made salt by pouring salt* 
water in the hollows of the rocks, which in six days wai 
mnulated from evaporation by the heat of the sun. They 
found abundance of food, in eggs, penguins, seals, aiM 
young gulls ; and with train-ou fried scurvy-grass widi 
eggs, *< which (heib) took away all kinds of sweniaMi 
whereof many had died, and restored us to perfect heanh 
of body, so that we were in as good case as when we left 
England.** — "** Thus God did feed us, as it were, with manna 
horn heaven.** 

On the 22d December they sailed for Brazil with a stock 
of 14,000 dried penguins, of which they had an ample 
allowance, though their other provision was scantily deall 

* In New Guinea Cuptain Ckx>k taw a peculiar mode of " raddenly 
making Are," probably, however, very different from this. ** Three m- 
diana mahed out of a wood with a hideous shout, at about the distanes 
of 100 yards : and as they ran towards us the IbrsaMMC threw i 
thing out of his hand, which burnt exactlv like gunpowder, but _ 
no report. 'What these Area were we could not iraagbe.*— " We 
lire and smoke reaembUnf those of a musket, and of no longer doiartSB." 
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out. In the beginning of Februaiy, in uttempting by vio- 
lence to obtain some provisions at the Isle of I'iacenzia, on 
the coast of Brazil, thirteen of the men were killed by the 
Indians and Portuguese ; and of an original company of 
seventy only twenty-seven were now left in the Desire. 
They were again the sport of baffling winds ; the water 
ran short, and in the warm latitudes the penguins, their 
sole dependence for food, began to corrupt, *<and ugly 
loathsome worms of an inch lonff were bred m them." The 
account of this plague is painfully striking. " This worm 
did so mightily increase and devour our victuals, that 
there was in reason no hope how we should avoid famine, 
but be devoured of the wicked creatures. There wis no- 
thing that they did not devour, iron only excepted, — our 
clothes, hats, boots, shirts, and stockings. And for the 
ship, they did eat the timbers ; so that we greatly feared 
they would undo us by eating through the ship's side. 
Great was the care and diligence of our captain, master, 
and company to consume these vermin ; but the more we 
laboured to kill them, the more they increased upon us ; so 
that at last we could not sleep for thc^j, for they would eat 
our flesh like mosquitoes." The men now fell into stranfle 
and horriUe diseases, and some became ra^ng mad. A suppiT 
of water was, however, obtained from the heavy rains whidi 
fell ; and this was the only solace of this most miserable 
voyage. Eleven died between the coast of Brazil and Bear 
Haven in Ireland ; and of the sixteen that survived only 
five were able to work the ship. If the desiffn of Davis 
had been treacherously to abandon Mr. Cavenoish, he was 
su^ected to speedy and severe retribution.* 

To this unfortunate commander we must now retam ; 
and brief space may suffice to relate a series of ealamitiep 
which might weary the attention and exhaust the symps^ 
thies of even the most compassionate reader. The conjec- 
ture which Cavendish fonned of the proceedings of Davis 
and the captain of the Black Pinnace was perfMtly correct. 
He states in his letter that he believed they would return 
to Port Desire, — a safe place of andiorage for ships of 

* " If," says Pnrchfts, who bas manifest doubts about ttw lldeUty of 
Davis to his commander on this voyage,—*' i/ he did dMi treaoheronslf, 
treachory fbond him out.'' AAer this period Davis made no fower Ikaa 
Hve voyages is the East Indies, and at last lost his lift in the yssr lOQi 
in a desperate quarrel with a Japanese. 

O 
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small Imrthen, though not such as he could safely approach^ 
— and there refresh themselves, lay in a store of seals and 
hirds, and seize a favourable season to pass the straits. 
And they did so. In speaking of Davis and of his conduet. 
Cavendish exclaims, " And now to come to that villaxii 
that hath been the death of me and the decay of this wh<rfe 
action, — I mean Davis, — whose only treachery in running 
from me hath been utter ruin of all, if any good return by 
him, as ever you love me, make such friends as he, least o!f 
all others, may reap least gain. I assure myself you will 
be careful in all friendship of my last requests. My debts 
which be owing be nut much ; but I (most unfortunate 
villain !) was matched with the most abject-minded and mu- 
tinous company that ever was carried out of England by 
any man living." — " The short of all is this, — Davis's only 
intent was utterly to overthrow me, which he hath well 
performed." 

After the Desire and the Black Pinnace separated frora 
the fleet, the Leicester galleon and Roebuck shaped their 
course for Brazil, keeping sight of each other. In 36^ S. 
they encountered a dreadful storm, and were parted. For 
some time the galleon lay at anchor in the Bay of St. Yin- 
cent's ; and while here a party, almost in open defiance of 
the orders of Cavendish, landed to forage for provisions^ 
and plunder the houses of the Portuguese farmers on the 
coast. They were wholly cut on, to the number of 
twenty-four men and an officer ; and the only boat which 
Cavendish had now left was thus lost. 

The Roebuck about this time returned without masts or 
sails, and ** in the most miserable case ever ship was in.** 
The captain-general felt the want of the boats and pinnace 
doubly severe, from being unable in the larger ships to enter 
the harbours, which were often barred, to be revenged on 
the " base dogs" who had killed his men. At some risk he 
made an attempt to go up the river before the town, that he 
miffht have the gratification of razing it ; but was compelled 
by his company to desist from an attempt which <* was both 
desperate and most dangerous." With some difficulty th^ 
got back into deep water, and with the boat of the Roebuck 
and a crazy boat seized from the Portuguese a party landed* 
which destroyed a few of the farm-houses, and got some 
provisions. It was now the intention of Cavendish to 
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break up the Roebuck, and with the Leicester galleon, as 
Davis never appeared, return to the straits alone. But of 
this purpose he did not venture to inform his company^ 
lest they might have broken out into open mutiny. So 
great was their horror of returning, " that all of the better 
sort," he says, " had taken an oath upon the Bible to die 
lather than go back." St. Helena was therefore the point 
now talked of; and in the mean while an attempt was made 
to seize three Portuguese ships in the harbour of Spirito 
Santo. The plan of attack was unsuccessful. Of eighty 
armed men who left the ship on this ill-starred expedition 
about thirty-eiffht were killed and forty wounded. Amiong 
the killed was Captain Morgan, an officer whom Cavendish 
highly esteemed, who in this expedition was taunted into 
the commission of acts of foolhardy daring by the insult- 
ing speeches of those whom he led ; a weakness which, 
despite of their better judgment, has often proved fatal to 
brave men, as well as to the rash persons themselves whose 
ignorance and vanity tempt them to become the critics and 
censors of enterprises of which they cannot comprehend the 
danger. Inability to endure the imputation of cowardice is 
indeed one of the most lamentable infirmities of noble minds. 
On the present occasion some of the seamen swore, '' that 
they never thought other than that Morgan was a coward 
that durst not land upon a bauble ditch ;" upon which, 
wilfully running upon what he saw to be certain destruc- 
tion, he declared that he would land happen what would, 
and though against the counsel of his commander who re- 
mained in the ship. The consequences have been told. 

One circumstance strongly moved the generous indigna- 
tion of Cavendish. A party with the great boat called to 
another, which were attempting to storm a fort, to come 
and help them to hasten off, as they were exposed to a gall- 
ing fire. The numbers that rushed into the boat ran her 
aground, and ten men were obliged to leave her, who, to save 
themselves from the Indian arrows which flew thick, again 
ran in under the fort, and poured in a volley of musketry. 
Meanwhile the boat was got afloat, " and one that was mas- 
ter of the Roebuck (the most cowardly villain that ever 
was born of a woman !) caused them in the boat to row 
away, and so left those brave men a spoil for the Portu- 
gals. Yet they waded up to their ne<^ in the water to 
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tliem ; but those metcUess villains in the boat would have 
no pity on them. Their excuse was, that the boat was 
so full of water that had they come in she would have sunk 
with them all in her. Thus vilely were those poor men lost.*' 
By the fatal adventure which he has thus narrated, Cav- 
endish, already in want of every necessary, was left with 
hardly as many efficient men as could raise the anchof. 
To add to his already accumulated misfortunes the Roeback 
forsook him, the company of that ship being resolved to 
return home ; and, though the wounded lay m his vessel, 
they carried off the two surgeons and a great part of the 
common stores. In these distressing circumstances he got 
to the small uninhabited island of St. Sebastian, where ne 
mended the old boats, and obtained a seasonable supply of 
water, of which they were in great want. Affain Caven* 
dish spoke of returning to the straits, and used all the arts 
of persuasion with his company, but in vain. He showed 
them that they could " relieve themselves by salting seals 
and birds, dec. ; and further, should they get through the 
strait (which they might easily perform, considering they 
had the chiefest part of the summer before them), they 
could not but make a most rich voyage ; and that we shoora 
be the most infamous in the world, being within 600 leaguea 
of the place where we so much desired, — ^to return h<mie 
•gain so far being most infamous and beggarly. These 
persuasicns,*' continues Cavendish, " took no place with 
them; but most boldly they all affirmed that they had 
sworn they would never affain go to the straits ; neither by 
no means would they. And one of the chiefest of this 
faction most proudly and stubbornly uttered these woids 
to my face, in presence of all the rest ; which I seeing, and 
finding.mine own faction to be so weak (for there were not 
any favoured my side but my poor cousin Locke, and the 
master of the ship), I took this bold companion by the bo- 
som, and with mme own hands put a rope about his neck, 
meaidng resolutely to strangle him, for weapon about me 
I had none. His companions, seeing one of their chief 
champions in this case, and perceiving me go roundly to 
work with him, they all came to the master and desired 
him to speak, affirming, they would all be ready to take anj 
course I thouffht good of ; so I, hearing this, stayed myielit 
and let the fellow ga** 
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Having now boldly avowed his intention of returning to 
the straits, Cavendish landed on the island with a party of 
his soldiers and the carpenters, to new-build the boat, while 
the sailors on board mended and patched up the rigging 
and tackle of the ship. But he still suspected his men of 
treachery, and of the intention of deserting, and was in 
constant anxiety to get them once more on board, that the 
ship might depart for the straits. Before this could be 
accomplished. Cavendish, whom Fortune never wearied of 
persecuting, sustained another severe mischance. The 
wounded men were on shore on the island, which lay about 
a mile from the mainland, from whence the Portuguese 
watched all the proceedings of the ship's company during 
the building of the boat. Before all the wood and water 
were got in, and while some soldiers and seamen were still 
on the island, an Irishman, ** a noble villain,** contrived to 
go over to the continent upon a raft, and betray his de- 
fenceless comrades to the Portuguese. This was done in 
the night-time ; and besides those employed on the island 
and the sick, there chanced to be several men ashore, who 
frequently stole away from the ship at night to enjoy the 
freedom of the land. All were indiscriminately butchered. 
One of the few remaining sails which lay here was aUo 
seized, and in their distressed circumstances proved anotber 
serious loss. *' Thus," says the luckless adventurer, ^ I wm 
forced to depart. Fortune never ceasing to lay her greatest 
adversities upon me. And now I am grown so weak that 
I am scarce able to hold the pen in my hand ; wherefore I 
must leave you to inquire of the rest of our most unhappy 
proceedings. But know this, that for the strait I could by 
no means get my company to give their consent to go* In 
truth, I desired nothing more than to attempt that course, 
rather desiring to die in going forward than basely in re- 
turning back again ; but God would not sufier me to die 
so happy a man." These " unhappy proceedings** to which 
he refers may, so far as they are known, be very briefly 
noticed. An attempt was made to reach the island of St. 
Helena, for which the company had reluctantly consented 
to steer only on Cavendish solemnly declarmg that to 
England he would never go ; and that, if they refused to 
take such courses as he intended, the " ship and all should 
dnk in the seas' together.** This for a tune made them 
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more tiaetable ; but having beat, to 30^ S. tlMjr nibud 
to proceed fiuther, choosing rather to die where umj wm« 
*( than be starved in searching for an idand which coiild 
never be found again." They were, hiowever» onoe more 
induced to proceed southward, and In dreadftil weather 
beat back to S8^ S., and stood for St Helena, which waa 
most unhappily missed, owing to contrary winds and the 
unskilfuhiess of the sailing-master. One more efibft this 
unfortunate commander made to induce his mutinous ciew 
to regain the island, alarming them with the scarcity of 
provisions ; but they unanimously replied, ** that they 
would be perished to death rather than not make for £n^ 
land." 

It is believed that Mr. Cavendish did not long survive 
the events recorded above ; and it is certain that he died 
before the ship reached England. His letter, from which 
we have quoted, was not closed when the galleon reached 
8^ N. From its commencement, — and it must have been 
written at many different sittings, — Cavendish had con- 
sidered himself a dying man. It opens with great ten- 
derness : — ^^ Most loving friend, there is nothing In this 
world that makes a truer trial of friendship, then at deelli 
to show mindfulness of love and friendship, which now yea 
shall make a perfect experience of; desiring yon to hold 
my love as dear, dying poor, as if I had been most infi- 
nitely rich. The success of this most unfortunate aetioiiy 
the bitter torments whereof lie so heavy upon me, as with 
much pain am I able to write these few lines, much less te 
make discourse to you of all the adverse hajM that have 
befallen me in this voyage, the least whereof is my death.** 
He adverts to the illness of ** a most true friend, whom to 
name my heart bleeds," who, like himself, became the violtal 
of the complicated distresses of thb voyage. After the gvowb- 
inff misfortune of missing St. Helena, he says, ** And now to 
teU you of my ereatest grief, which was the sickness of my 
dear kinsman John Locke, who by this time was grown in 
great weakness, by reason whereof he desired rather quiet* 
ness and contentedness in our course, than such continaal 
disquietness as never ceased me. And now by this, what 
with grief for him and the continual trouble I endured 
among such hellhounds, my spirits were dean spent, wish- 
ing myself upon any desert place in the wofid, there to dis^ 
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father than thus basely return home again. Which courfe^ 
I swear to yoo, I had put in execution, had I found an 
island which the cardes (charts) make to be in 8^ S. of the 
tine. I swear to you I sought it with all diligence, mean- 
ing there to have ended my most unfortunate life. But 
Grod suffered not such happiness to liefat upon me, for I 
could by no means find it ; so, as I was rorced to go towards 
England, and having got eight de^ees by the north of the 
line, I lost my most barest cousm. And now consider^ 
whether a heart made of flesh be able to endure so many 
misfortunes, ail falling upon me without intermission. And 
Z thank my God, that m ending me he hath pleased to rid me 
of all farther troubles and mishaps." The rest of the letter 
refers to his private concerns, and especially to the discharge 
of his debts and the arrangement of his afiairs for this pur> 
pose, — an act of friendslup which he expected from the 
kindness of the gentleman he addressed. It then takes an 
•affecting ferewellof life and of the friend for whom he cher- 
ashed so warm an affection. 

In his two voyages Cavendish experienced the greatest 
extremes of fortune ; his first adventure being even more 
brilliant and successful than the last— chiefly through the 
bad discipline and evil dispositions of his company — ^was 
•disastrous and unhappy. Cavendish was still very young 
when he died. No naval commander ever more certainly 
eunk under the disease to which bo many brave men have 
feUen victims,-— a broken heart. In many things his conduct 
discovered the rashness and impetuosity of ^outh, and the 
want of that temper and self-command which are among 
the first qualities of a naval chief. The reproach of cruelty 
or at least of culpable indifference to the claims of humanity, 
which, from transactions in both voyages, and especially 
in the first, must rest upon his memory, ought in justice 
to be shared with the age in which he lived, and the state 
of moral feeling among the class to which he belonged by 
birth. By the aristocracy **the vulgar," *'the common 
sort," were still regarded as creatures of a different and 
inferior species ; while among seamen the destruction of 
Spaniards and "Portugals" was regaided as a positive 
virtue. By all classes negroes, Indians, and gentiles 
were held in no more esteem than bmte ■nim«ls,-^omam 
life as exiiting in beings bo abject hnng legardsd as of bo 
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value whatever. But if Cavendish was tinned with the 
faults of his class, he partook Istrgely of its virtues, — ^high 
spirit, courage, and intrepidity. Those who might he led 
to judge of some points of his conduct with strictness will 
be disposed to lenity by the recollection of his sufferings. 
As an English navigator his name is imperishable. On 
this authority of the accurate and veracious Stowe, we may 
in conclusion state that Thomas Cavendish **wa8 of a 
delicate wit and personage." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Bucaniers of America. 

Origin of the Bucanlera— Cattle-hunters of Hispanlola— Poliey of 
France and England— Cruelty to the Caribs— Seizure of 8t. Christo- 
pher's— Bucanier Settlement of Tortuga — Customs of the Buca- 
niers— Their Maxims— Manner of dividing their Spoils— TMr Char- 
acter— Capture of Jamaica — Enterprise of Legrand— Portuf ues and 
Mansvelt— The Bucanier Chief Lolonnois— His Crueltles-^anneni 
of the Bucaniers — Montbar the Eixterminator — Firfit Expedition of 
Morgan— Pillage of Puerto del Principe— Storming of Porto Bello — 
Heroism of the Spanish Governor— Capture of Maracaibo and Gibral- 
tar— Stratagems of Morgan — Projected Bucanier Settlement— Storm- 
ing of the Castle nf Chagre— March of the Bucaniers to Panama- 
Battle with the Spaniards— Cruelty of the Freebooters — Return of the 
Bucaniers to Chagre — Perfidy of Morgan— Proclamation of the 
Governor of Jamaica— Concluding History of Morgan— The Buca- 
niers again increase— Capture of Vera Cruz— They direct their Atten- 
tion to Peru— Narrative of Danipier. 

Captain William Dampier, the remarkable person 
whose eventful life forms the subject of the remaining por- 
tion of this volmne, was so long and so intimately asso* 
ciated with the Bucanibrs of America, that a brief ac- 
count of this extraordinary brotherhood forms an almost 
indispensable introduction to the adventures and discoveries 
of this eminent navigator. 
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The Bucaniera owe their origin to the monopolizing 
i^irit and selfish and jealous policy with which Spain ad- 
ministered the affairs of her West India colonies. Eariy 
in the sixteenth century, both English and French ships, 
bound on trafficking adventures, had found their way to 
these settlements ; but it was not till after the enterprises 
of Drake, Raleigh, and Cumberland that they became fre- 
quent. The jealousy of Spain had been alarmed by their 
first appearance ; and the adoption of that system of offen- 
wre interference with the vessels of every nation that ven- 
tured near the tropic soon gave rise to the well-known 
maxim of the Bucaniers, '* No peace beyond the Line.'* 

Thdugh the name, 

** Linked to ooe Tirme and a thousand crimes,^ 

by which the freebooters came to be distinguished, is of 
much later date than the era of Drake and his daring fol- 
lower John Oxnam,* there is no sreat violation of historical 
truth in ascribing to them the character which it signified, 
of indiscriminate plunderers of the Spaniards by sea and 
land, and in peace as well as in war. 

To the gradual rise of the extraordinary association, of 
which DhOlo and Oxnam were only the precursors, many 
causes contributed. The diminished population and de- 
cayed manufactures of old Spain could no longer supply 

* John Oxnam was one of the followeni of Drake in his attempt ii|M>n 
Nombre de Dios and Panama^ and fVtmi the experience gained in that 
adventure foiroed one of the boldest deeigna known in the recorda of 

SriTateering. He held a very low situation among Drake's crew; hot 
eing a man of capacity as well as of boundless courage, he obtained 
credit tn equip a bark of 140 tons burthen, manned by 70 resolute fbUowai. 
Ck>ncealing his vessel on the coast, vnth these followers and a party tf 
Indians at war with the Spaniards he crossed the Isthmus of Darioiy 
carrying with him two pieces of ordnance. On a river which fell into 
the south Sea he set up a pinnace, in which he embarked with idl his 
company and the Indians, and reaching the ocean undiscovered, he ranged 
at will along the coast and among the Pearl Islands in the Galf of St. 
Michael, and acquired immense booty in gold and sil?er tars. Tlie issue 
of the adventure was less fortunate. The Governor of Panama obtained 
intelligence of the English pirate, whom he traced into a river. Oxnam 
and his party might have escaped had they been able to abandon tlis 
spoils, which they bad concealed. Of their number some were killeili 
a skirmish ; others, among whom was Oxnam, were hanged as jHratas, 
It is with strict propriety we name this brave and eaterpnsing SngUs^ 
man the flrst Biicaiii«r. 
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her wealthy and rapidly-increasing settlements with Chose 
commodities which the West Indies and South Americn 
still continue to receive from the workshops and looms of 
France, England, and the IjOw Countries; nor could, the 
strictness and severity of the Spanish laws for regulating 
trade prevent the settlers on many parts of the coast and 
the islands from cheaply supplying themselves with luxuries 
and necessaries brought direct from these countries. Thus 
the contraband trade, eagerly followed by the ships of Eng- 
land, France, and Holland, and encouraged by the colonists, 
increased in defiance of prohibitions and of guards costasy 
as the ships armed to protect the exclusive commerce of 
Spain were named, and became a thriving seminary for the 
growth of maritime freebooters, self-defence leading the 
contraband traders to retaliation, injustice to reprisal, and 
spoliation to actual piracy. 

Another collateral branch of the bucaniering system 
sprung up at the same time in a different quarter. No por- 
tion of the New World had suficred more from the injustice 
and enormous cruelty of the Spaniards than the fine islands 
of Cuba and Hispaniola. About the beginninfir of the six- 
teenth century, the mines and plantations of these islands 
had been abandoned for the more productive new settle- 
ments and richer mines of Mexico ; and the desolated and 
depopulated tracts, from which the aboriginal inhabitants 
had been extirpated, were soon overrun by immense herds 
of cattle, which, originally introduced by the Spaniards, 
had multiplied so rapidly that it was become a profitable 
employment to hunt them for the hides and tallow alone. 
"While the matador es or Spanish hunters pursued thimvo- 
eation, a more peaceful description of settlers began to 
form plantations around them, and to both classes the stolen 
visits of the French and English traders became every year 
more welcome. From trafficking on the coast, and occa- 
sionally foraging for provisions for their vessels on these un- 
inhabited shores, the smugglers from time to time adopted 
the hunter's life, and ranged at will, though regarded by the 
Spanish government and settlers as interlopers. 

The first predatory hunters of Cuba and Hispaniola, if 
men following the chase in a desert may be so harshly 
termed, were natives of France. From the customs con- 
nected with their vocation in the woods arose the ibnaidihli^ 
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name of BucanieTj by which the association came to be dis- 
tinguished, whether pirates or forayers, on shore or in the 
wilderness. The term was adopted from the Carib Indians, 
who called the flesh which they prepared boucan, and gave 
the hut where it was slowly dried and smoked on wooden 
hurdles or barbecues the same appellation. To the title 
by which the desperadoes of England were known the 
French preferred the name of Flihustier, said to be a corrup- 
tion of the English word freebooter. The Dutch named 
the natives of their country employed in this lawless mode 
of life Sea-rovers, Brethren of the Coast was another 
general denomination for this fraternity of pirates and out- 
laws ; till all distinctions were finally lost in the title of 
BucANiERs OP America. But the same feeling which 
induced men of respectable family to lay aside their real 
names on entering this association, led others of them to 
sweeten their imaginations with a term less intimately allied 
with every species of crime and excess ; and Dampier^ 
among others, always spoke of the individual members oi 
the brotherhood as "privateers," while their vocation of 
piracy was named privateering. 

The depredations of this fortuitous assemblage of bold 
and dissolute men had been carried on in time of peace as 
hunters, smugglers, and pirates, and in time of war as 
privateers holding commissions from their respective coun- 
tries, for a long series of years before they attempted to 
form any regular settlement. During this time they had 
acted as the rude pioneers of the European states to which 
they respectively belonged, clearing the way for the indus- 
trious and peaceful settlers of France and England, both of 
which countries secretly cherished, while they ostentatiously 
disclaimed, the Bucaniers. From the era of the discovery 
of Columbus, both of these nations had cast longing eyes 
upon the West India islands, and if not under the auspices, 
yet by the assistance of their bold though lawless ofispring 
the Bucaniers, settlements were at last effected. At the 
beginning of the 17th century, a point on which to rest 
their levers was all that was required ; and by a previous 
treaty of joint occupation and partition, the French and 
English, in 1625, on the same day, landed at opposite 
points of the island of St. Christouher^s, and took posses- 
sion. The rights of the Caribs, whom the Spaniards bad 
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neither been able to enslaTe nor wholly to extirpate, do not 
appear to have obtained a moment*8 consideration from the 
statesmen of either France or Endand.* Though the 
Spaniards had no settlement npOB this island themseWesy 
their policy and interests ^ not q[aietly permit the natives 
of two active and indastrioos nations to obtain a permanent 
footing at a point whence they might quickly extend their 
territory ; and instead of patiently waiting the result of 
misunderstanding between the colonists, which would 
more efiectually have fought their battle, in 1629 they ex- 
pelled the intruders by force of arms, after a residence of 
above three ^ears. The settlers only waited the departure 
of the Spamsh armament to return to their old possessions, 
though some of them, thus cruelly expelled from their new« 

* The opinion held of the Indians in Europe, even towards the doss 
of the seventeenth century, may be gathered fVom Exquemelin, a Dutch 
Bucanier, whose history of the proceedings of his order is considered a 
work of such authority, that Raynal and other eminent writers havs 
drawn most of their information from its pages. Tlie Bucanier histo* 
rian, in accounting for the number of wild dogs which overran ths 
islands, states that " The occasion was, that the Spaniards, having pot* 
sessed themselves of these isles, found them much peopled wth Indians. 
These were a barbarous sort of people, totally given to sensuality and a 
brutish custom of life, hating all manner of labour, and only inclined te 
move from place to place, killing and making war against their neigh- 
bours, not out of any ambition to reign, but only because they agreed not 
with themselves in some common terms of language. Hence, percdv* 
inf the dominion of the Spaniards did lay a great restriction upon their 
lazy and brutish customs, they conceived an incredible odium against 
them, such as never was to be reconcile^ ; but more especially b^aass 
they saw them take possession of their kingdoms and dominions. Here- 
upon they made against them all the resistance they were capable oA 
opposing everywhere their designs to the utmost of their power; aotii 
that the Spaniards, finding themselves to be cruelly hated by these 
Indians, and nowhere secure fVom their treachery, resolved to extirpate 
and ruin them every one. * '^ * Hereupon these first conquerors 
of the New World made use of dogs to range and search the intricatest 
thickets of woods and forests for these their implacable and unconquer* 
able enemies. By these means they (breed them to leave their ancient 
refhge and submit unto the sword, seeing no milder usage could serve 
their turn. Hereupon they killed some, and, quartering their bodies, 

}>laced them in the highways, to the intent that others might take wani- 
ng (torn such phnisbment not to incur like danger. But severity proved 
to be of ill consequence ; for, instead of firightening them and redacinf 
their minds to a civil society, they conceived such horror of the Spaniards 
and their proceedings, that they resolved to detest and fiy theur sight to 
ever ; and hence greater part died in caves and subterraneous plaoes of 
the woods and mountains, in which places I myself have ' 

times great numbers of human bones.'* 
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formed bomet, and Tendered desperate by porerty and hatred 
of the Spaniards, had meaorarhile augmented the bands of 
the freebooters, and to tiba nddess bravery of these lawless 
vaffabonds, brouffht their own knowledge and ezperienee, 
and the habits of social Bfe. 

It was thus that step bj ttep-the narrow policy and op- 
pression of the Spaniards raisea vp those predatory hordea 
haunting the ocean and the coasts, which, from infringing 
their absurd commercial laws, or shooting a wild buUodL in 
the forests, came at last continually to infest their trade and 
to destroy and pillage their richest settlements. 

As a conTement mart for their trade, which had been pro- 
di^ously increased by the settlement of St. Christopher's 
aira other causes, the hunters of Hispaniola and Cuba seised 
the island of Tortuga by surprising the small Spanish ffar- 
rison which defendra it, and here built magazines for their 
hides, tallow, and botican, or dried meat, established their 
head-quarters, and opened a place of retreat for all Bucaniers. 
In the course of a few years European adventurers of every 
nation save Spain flocked to Tortuga; and Trench and 
English settlements were rapidly planted, almost at random, 
on different islands, the new colonists being the natural 
allies and also the best customers of the Bucaniers, whom 
they, on the other hand, supplied with powder, shot, rum, 
tobacco, hatchets, and every thing necessary to their wild 
and irregular mode of life. As these new colonics rose into 
consequence they were severally claimed by the mother- 
eountry of the settlers, who, whether French or English, 
were not unfrequently turned out to make way for new pro* 
prietors who had been able iniquitously to obtain or pur- 
chase from the venal government at home the lands cleared 
and improved by the industry of the original adventurer*. 
Many of the French settlers, indignant at the unroeritad 
rnjustice of their distant government, who had left them 
unprotected in the first instance and pillaged them in th* 
last, retired to other deserts, or joineo the ranks of their 
friends the Bucaniers. 

The Bucanier settlement of Tortuga, situated at the very 
threiihold o( Hispaniola, was on every account obnoxious to 
the Spaniards, who took the first opportunity of destroying 
it. This was efifected while the boldest of the population 
were alMenI In the chase, which thej often followed for 

P 
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montlu, and even yean together, on the western ihoTei of 
Himaniola, without once visiting the scene of comparatiTe 
civiuiation which they had created on the smaller island. 
Of the more peaceful of the settlers of Tortuga, who had 
already formed plantations and b^on with success to culti- 
vate tobacco, which turned oat of excellent ouality, many 
were massacred ; those who fled to the woods and after- 
ward surrendered themselves were hanged ; while only a 
few escaped to their brethren in the forests of Hispaniola. 
Thus every new occurrence tended to inflame the mutual 
hatred winch had so long subsisted between the Spaniards 
and all other Europeans, and to propagate outrage. Tor- 
tuga was soon abandoned by the Spaniards, who took so 
much pains to destroy the nest that they flattered themselves 
the hornets would not again congregate. In this they were 
deceived. The Bucaniers returned almost immediately, and 
became more formidable than ever, giving Spain a practical 
lesson on the impolicy of converting those who were in the 
fair way of becoming peaceful and industrious neighbours 
into active enemies, regularly banded and organized} and 
cordially united against a common foe. 

Above three hundred of the hunters returned to Tortuga 
after it had been thus desolated and abandoned by the Span- 
iards ; and their ranks were speedily recruited by constant 
levies of the young, the brave, and the enterprising of difier^ 
ent European countries. 

From about this time cruising upon the Spaniards became 
more and more frequent ; and as the diminished number of 
cattle made the chase a less profitable occupation, piratical 
excursions increased and became more bold and alarming. 
The Brethren of the Coast had now been long known as a 
distinct association, and their laws, manners, and customs 
had become the subject of speculation and curiosity. 
Though their peculiarities have been esregiously magnified 
by the natural love of the marvellous, from which even phi- 
losophic historians are not altogether exempt, many of toeir 
customs were sufiiciently remarkable to deserve notice. Like 
the laws and customs of other communities, the " Statotes 
of the Bucaniers" originated in the necessities and exi- 
gences of their condition. Property, so for as reffarded the 
means of sustenance, whether obtained in the chase or by 
pillagei was in common among this hardy brotherhood ; ana 
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«• they had no domestic ties, neither wife nor child, brodinP 
nor sister, being known among the Bucaniers, the want of 
family relations was supplied by strict comradeshqty— oiM 
partner occasionally attending to household duties, while 
the other was engaged in the chase. It has been said tlmt 
the surviving partner in this firm, whether seaman or hunter, 
became the general heir ; and this was probably often the 
case, thouffh not a fixed law, as the Bucmiers frequenthr 
bequeathed property to their relatives-iir France or England. 
Their chief virtue was courage, which, urged by despera- 
tion, was often carried to an extreme unparalleled among 
other warlike associations. The fear of the gallows, which 
has frequ<*ntly converted the thief into a murderer, made 
the Bucanier a hero and a savage. Hardihood, the habit 
and the power of extreme endurance, might also, if exerted 
in a better cause, be reckoned among the virtues of the 
Bucaniers, had not their long seasons of entire privation 
been always followed by scenes of the most brutal excess. 
Their grand principle, the one thing needful to their exist- 
ence, was fidelity ; and so far at least as regarded the Span- 
iards the maxim of "honour among thieves'* was never 
more scrupulously observed than among them. As their 
associations were voluntary, their engagements never ex- 
tended beyond the cruise or enterprise on hand, though they 
were frequently renewed. The ablest, the most brave, ac- 
tive, fortunate, and intriguing of their number was elected 
their conmiander ; but ^1 the fighting-men appear to have 
assisted at councils. The same power which chose their 
leader could displace him, which was frequently done either 
from caprice or expediency. They sometimes settled per- 
sonal quarrels by duel ; but offences against the fraternity 
were visited by dififerent punishments, as in extreme casM 
death, abandonment on a desert island, or simply banish- 
ment from the society. There appears to have been no 
obstacle to voluntarily quitting the brotherhood as often as 
inclination dictated such a step. Many of the peculiar 
hal)its of the Bucaniers are so fully detailed in the adven- 
tures of Dampier, that it is unnecessary to expatiate upon 
them in this place. In the division of their booty, one main 
obncem of all banditti, they appear, as soon as bucaniering 
became a system, to have followed nearly the same laws 
which regoiata privateers; the ownen' ahaona being of 
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coone included in those of the company, who were them- 
•eWei the ownen . A party being agreed upon a cmiM, 
the day and place for embarkation was fixed, and every 
man repaired on board the ship with a ipecified quantity of 
powder and shot. The next concern was to procture pro- 
visions, which consisted mostly of pork. Many of the 
Spaniards raised large herds of swine for the supply of the 
planters, and from their yards abundance was procored with 
no trouble save that in which the ferodons Bucaniers de- 
lighted, — ^robbery, often accompanied by murder. Turtle 
slightly salterl was another article of the food which they 
stored, and for beeves and wild hogs they trusted to their 
firearms. Bread they seldom tasted, and at sea never 
thought about, though in later periods they sometimes pro- 
cured supplies of cassada, maise, and potatoes. Of this 
food every sMn ate generally twice a day, or at his own plea- 
sure, and without limitation ; there beinr in this respect no 
distinction between the conmiander ana the meanest seap 
man. The vessel fairly victualled, a final council was held, 
which determined the destination of the cruise and the plao 
of operations ; and articles were generally drawn op and 
subscribed which regulated the division of the spoils. The 
carpenter, the sailmaker, the surgeon, and the commander 
were in the first place paid out of the common stock. 
Wounds were next considered ; the value of the right arm, 
the most useful member of the Bucanier's body, being 
reckoned equal to six slaves, or,six hundred pieces of eight. 
It is worthy of notice, that the eye and finger of the Buca- 
nier had the same value, which, was one slave, or a hundred 
pieces of eight. The remainder was equally shared, save 
that the captain, besides, his specific agreement, haid five 
shares, and his mate two. Boys received a half-shaze. 
The first maxim in the code of the Bucanier, dictated fay 
necessity, was " no prey, no pay." An oath was some- 
times taken to prevent desertion before the cruiee was 
ended, and against concealment of booty. 

In their cruises the freebooters often put into remote har- 
i>ours to careen or refit their ships, to obtain firuits and fishi 
to lie in wait for the Spanish tr^lers, and to plunder either 
natives or Spaniards. The former they sometimes euried 
away, selling the men as slaves, while the women wen 
«om]peUed to labour among those of the Bneaoien who ftl» 
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lowed the chase. The dress of these ruffians assorted weQ 
with their bratal and ferocious character. It has been de- 
scribed as a fixed costume, though there is little doubt that 
the same necessity which dictates to the sarage his clothing 
of skins prescribed to the Bucanier his filthy and terrific 
garb. This consisted of a shirt dipped in the blood of the 
cattle hunted and killed; trousers prepared in the same 
rude manner ; buskins without stockings, a cap with a small 
front, and a leathern drdle, into which were stuck knives, 
sabres, and pistols. The bloody garments, though attrib- 
uted to design, were probably among the hunters the effect 
of chance and slovenliness. Such was the complete equip- 
ment of the Bucanier. 

Among some few of the French Bucaniers, who had been 
driven to adopt an outlaw's life by the severity and injustice 
of the colonial government and other causes, there some- 
times existed sentiments of honour, and even a perverted 
sense of religion. Prayers were occasionally put up for the 
success of a piratical expedition, and thanks given for vic- 
tory. We hear of one Bucanier commander who shot a 
seaman for behaving indecently during the performance of 
mass, but never once of the chalices and images belon^ng 
to any church being spared, whether the plunderers were 
French Catholics or English heretics. One rare instance 
is mentioned where a Bucanier carried his notions of hon- 
our to so overstrained a height as to punish breach of futh 
with a Spaniard, and to repress symptoms of treachery to 
the common foe with the most prompt severity. Under a 
humane commander these lawless bands were occasionally 
less brutal and remorseless; though, taking them as a 
whole, more unfavourable specimens of humanity could not 
be selected. In the Bucanier were united the cruelty and 
ferocity of the savage with the circumvention. aiid rapacity 
which are among the worst consequences of an imfi^erfect 
civilization. The Bucaniers, however, have their admirers. 
They are said to have been open and unsuspecting among 
themselves, liberal in their dealings, and guided in their pri- 
vate intercourse by a frank and strictly honourable spirit. 
The French fondly name them ** nos braves ;'* the English 
boast of their unparalleled exploits ; and writers of fictioD 
grace the character with many brilliant traits of generosity 
and delicacy of feeling. We confess that there appears littie 
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in their actual hiatoiy to vindicate the elevated chancier 
riven by those who from bravoes and lawIeM ruffians would 
Swhion heroes of romance, and convert the Bucaniera of 
America into a new order of chivalry ; yet there is a wild 
and vivid interest about their roving adventures, indqiendr 
ently of the powerful curiosity naturally £elt to learn how 
men placed in cipiumstances so different from the ordinaiy 
modes and usages of social life in civilized communities 
thought and acteid. They afford another lesson. All fonmi 
of pnvation and endurance with which the vicissitudes of 
maritime adventure bring us acquainted, sink into insignifr- 
cance when compared with the hardships voluntarily and 
heroically sustained by the Bucaniera from the love ofa life 
of boundless license and rapacity for Spanish gold. Base 
as were their governing motives, and ruthless as was their 
trade, it is impossible not to adn^ their manly hardihood 
and unconquerable perseverance. 

The Bucaniera had not long regained Tortuga, when 
it was betrayed by certain Frenchmen of their number into 
the hands of the French governor of the West Indies, who 
took possession of the island for the crown of France, and 
expelled the English Bucaniera, who had domineered over 
their associates. From that time the English pirates began 
to frequent the islands which were now reckoned to belong 
to their own nation. These they enriched by the lavish ex- 
penditure of their spoils. In 1656 the Bucaniera lent 
powerful aid to their countiymen in the conquest of Jamaica, 
which thenceforth became their princiiMd naunt when not 
cruising upon the enemy. There, in a ^w weeks or nightsi 
they disgorged the plunder or gains of months and years in 
a course of riotous excess and the most dissolute profligacy. 

In a few years after the capture of Jamaica, tna Frendk 
freebooters had increased amazingly on the western shofw 
of Hispaniola. The first remarkable exploits of the Bucftp 
niers at sea were chiefly performed hy thtpe F^renchmea. 
Ships were their primary want ; but from smaU Indiaa 
canoes, in which they at first embarked, the naval power of 
the pirates soon rose to large fleets. AmoQg their first bril- 
liant exploits, which led the way to many others, was the 
capture of a richly-laden galleon, vice-admiral of the yeui/ 
Spanish fleet. This was achieved \jy FieiTe Legnn^ • 
native of Dieppe, who by one bold stitake gained Sam vd 
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fortune. With a boat earrymg four tmall pieces, which 
proved of no use to himi and twenty resolute |bUow«zf> 
rierre surprised this ship. For days and weelu he and jbfff 
comrades had lain in wait for a prey, burning under fitiopi- 
cal sun. They were ahnost exhausted by suffering aiyd 
disappointment, when the galleon was descried scg^anted 
firom the fleet. The manner in which the capture niraf nuidD 
offers a fair specimen of bucaniering'^daring and strategy. 
The boat in which the men lav concealed had been 9eenby 
the galleon all day, and one of the company had warned th^ 
captain of his suspicion of a nest of pirates luiidng in thp 
distant speck. The Spaniard haughtily and careltessly n- 
plied, " And what then 1 shall I be afraid of so pitiful a 
thing ? no, though she were as good a ship as my own.^ 
He probably thought no more of dtt circua^stance tUl, seated 
at cards with his friends in tlie same evening^ he saw th^ 
Bucaniers rush into his cabin, having already overpowered 
the crew. Nor had the task proved difficult. 

Pierre and his company bad kept aloof till dusk, whap 
they made for the galleon with all the force of oai^s. Tb^ 
game was for death, — ^ignominious xuid cruel death, 
slavery in the mines, — or victory an4 fortune : ibey pui^ 
make good their attempt to board the galleon or pensile 
To render their courage desperate, Pierre ordered the mUf 
ceon to bore holes io the side of the boat, that n^ other fyot* 
uig might be left to his men than the decks of the 8pta^u4f 
This was directly performed, while each man, armBd with 
a swoid and pistols, silently climbed the sides of the s)upt 
While one party rushed into the great cabin, and preseoJt^ 
their pistols to the oflicers who sat at cards, another seUc4 
the ffunroom, 4;utting down whoever stood in their way. 
As the Spaniaids had been completely surprised, little op* 
position was offered. The ship surrendered, and was cw- 
ried into France by Pierre, who, by a rare instance of good 
sense aad moderation, from the time of obtaining this priie 
gave up the vocation of a Bucanier, in which, if iortanee 
were sometimes quickly acquired, they were as often rapidly 
lost, or oertainly squandered. Legrand appears to have exr 
ercised no nnnecessaiy cruelty, and all of the Spanidi se*" 
men not required io navigating the vessel were sent on 
«hore. 

The flntaprisa tj which Piezze Legzandbad in one night 
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gained fame and fortune was a signal for half the hunten 
and planters of Tortuga to ruoh to the sea. In their small 
canoes they cruised about, lying in wait for the barks in 
which the Spaniards conveyed to Havana and other ad- 
jacent ports hides, tobacco, and the produce of the boucan. 
These cargoes together with the boats were sold at Tortuga, 
and with tne proceeds the freebooters were enabled to pro- 
cure and equip larger vessels. Campeachy and even the 
shores of New Spam were now within their extended range 
of cruising, and their expeditions became daily more distant 
and bold. The Spaniards now found it necessary to arm 
ships tojpTotect the coast-trade as well as the galleons and 
jlota.. The Indian fleet and the treasure-ships were always 
the especial mark of the pirates, who found no species of 
goods so convenient either for transport or division as pieces 
of eight, though their friends and correspondents m the 
islands did all m their power to relieve them of the embar- 
rasbnnent of heavier cargoes. The merchants of Jamaica 
and Tortuga might at this time have not unaptly been 
termed the brokers of the Bucaniers. 

Among other brilliant acts, Pierre Fran9ois, another 
Frenchman, with a handful of men in a boat, surprised and 
captured the vice-admiral of the Pearl fleet ; and was no 
sooner possessed of this ship than he raised his ambitious 
thoughts to the capture of the ship of war which formed 
the convoy. In this bold project he wa6 disappointed, and 
his prize retaken; but not before he had stipulated for 
honourable conditions to himself and his company, and thai 
they should be safely set on shore. About this time another 
noted Bucanier, Bartholomew Portuffues, cruising from 
Jamaica with a boat carrying four smiul pieces and a crew 
of thirty men, captured a large ship of twenty great guns 
with a crew of seventy men. This prize also was retaken 
in a few days by three Spanish ships, and the pirate carried 
into Campeachy ; whence, however, he contrived to etcape, 
burning for vengeance upon the Spaniards for the seventy 
with which he had been treated. The ingenuity of the Po> 
tuguese in evading the jail and the galMws, and his hair- 
breadth escapes and stratagems to extricate himself iVom 
the consequences of his crimes, may vie with those of any 
hero in the Newgate Calendar. 

The Spanish coasting-vessels, taught by experience, now 
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^wntnred cautiously to lea, and tke number of Bucanien at 
the same time increasing, land-expeditions were first under- 
taken, and villages, towns, and cities pillaged, sadced, and 
keld to ransom. The fimt land-pirate was named Lewis 
Seot, who .stormed and plundered Uanqteachy, and obtained 
a large sum for its ransom. Mansvelt, and John Davies, s 
renowned Bucanier, bom in Jamaica, next, followed this 
new career with success. In these attempts Mansvelt con- 
ceived the design of forming an independent Boeaaier 
establishment, holding neither of France, England, nor 
Holland, which should form a -place of safe retreat to the 
freebooters of eveiy nation. His success will be seen in 
the course of the narratiTe. 

In the annals ef the sefr-rovers no names 'are to be found 
more terrible than those of Lolonnois and Montbar, natives 
of France, and distinguished among the fraternity by pre- 
•eminence in crime. The former was rather a monster in 
human form than a merely cruel man ; the latter appears to 
have had a taint of constitutiohal madness, which, however^ 
took a most diabolical character. The nom de giterre of 
Lolonnois was borrowed from the native place of . wis fiendy 
which was near tiie sands of Olojie. Little, howevet^ m 
known about the ancestry of the pirate, who afterwaid be* 
came so celebrated for the variety and vicissitudes Xii hbi 
life, for ^ewpenlbe courage, and for insatiable emeftj. He 
had either been kidnapped when young, or had left France 
under a form of engagement then m common use in several 
countries of Europe, by which the adventurer agreed to 
serve for a certain numbed of years in the colomea. TMe 
practice, which was termed indenting, was indeed conaon 
till a very recent period, and was hable to great abosee. 
From this servitude Lolonnois escaped, and entered with 
the Bucaniers. His address and courage soon tendered 
him conspicuous, and in a few years he was the owner of 
two canoes, and commanded twenty-two freebootenu YHA 
this small force he captured a Spanish frigate on the eoant 
of Cuba. This Bucanier commander, of whom ahnost In* 
credible atrocities are related, is said to have frequently 
thrown overboard the crews of the ships which he took* 
He is said to have strudk off the heads of eighty prisoners 
with Ins own hand, refreshing himself by sudung thebk>od 
*i£ the vietims as it trickled dowa his sabw. It if evw 
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rtlated, that in transports of frantic cruelty be has been 
known to tear out and devour the hearts of those who M 
by his hand, and to pluck out the tonnes of othtis. To 
this monster cruelty was an affair of calculation as well bm 
of delight, and he reckoned the terror inspired by his name 
among the best means of success. With the fruits of raj^e 
Lolonnois extended his range of depredation, and at last 

i'oined forces with another notorious brother of the order, 
lichael de Basoo. With a force of eight ships and 650 
men they stormed and plunder^ the towna of Gibraltar and 
Maracaibo ; the former place beinff burnt on rans<Kn not 
being paid, and the latt^ pillaged Chough terms of safety 
had been agreed upon. We shall not dwell upon the atro- 
cities which distinguish this expedition, the most lucrative 
that had yet been undertaken, as- many ships were captured 
during the cruise, besides the plunder and ransom obtained 
in the towns. . In this affair many of the French hunters 
had joined ; and the booty divided among the whole band. 
at the island to which they retired for this purpose, amounted 
to 400,000 pieces of eight in money, plate, merchandise^ 
household furniture, ana clc^hes, — for nothing escaped the 
ravages of the Bucaniers. The jiame of .Fran9dis Lolon- 
nois, already so formidable on the Spanish Main and the 
islands, now became a word of deeper horror to the mise* 
rable settlers, who lived in continual- dread of a descent. . 
After the plunder had been obtained and divided, the next 
stage of a regular bucaniering voyage was to some friendly 
island, Tortuga or Jamaica, where ». market might be ob- 
tained for the divided jspoils, and an opportunity given for 
the indulgence of the unbridled and gross licentiousness in 
which the pirates squandered their gains. This was either 
in gaming, to which the Bucaniers were strongly addicted, 
in the most brutal debauchery, or in those freaks of profligate 
extravagance which more or less characterize all uneducated 
seamen after long voyages. ** Some of them,** says th«r 
brother and historian, Exquemelin, "will spend three thoof 
sand pieces of eight in one night, not feavinff themselves, 
peradventure, a shirt to wei^on their badcs m the .mcnii- 
mg." He tells of one who would place a pipe of wine in 
the streets of Jamaica, -and, pfiering his pistols at their 
breast, force all who passed to drink with bun. *< At other 
times he would do the saine with banels of ale and beeri 
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and veiy often with both his hands he would throw, thaw 
liquors about the streets, and wet the clothes of such as 
passed by, without regarding whether he spoiled their ap- 
parel or not, were they* men or women.'' Of Roche Brazu- 
lano, a pirate somewhat less cruel than many of the frater- 
nity, and of great courage and capacity in the affairs of his 
command, the chronicler states, ** howbeit in his domestic 
and private affairs he had no good behaviour nor govern- 
ment over himself; for in these he would oftentimes show 
himself either brutish or foolish. Many times, being in 
drink, he would run up and down the streets, beatinff or 
wounding whom he met, — ^no person daring to oppose him 
or make any resistance." Such wa9 the Sucanier in his 
moments of relaxation and social enjoyment, and such the 
delights which in a few weeks left the companions of 
Lolonnois penniless, and eager for the new expedition in 
which that detestable monster met a death worthy of his 
enormous crimes. The reputation which Lolonnois had 
gained by his last expedition made many new adventurers 
eager to swell his armament. Cruising along the coast of 
Cuba, and wherever he went making rapid descents on In- 
dian villages or Spanish settlements, he at last experienced 
reverses, and on proposing to go to Guatimala many of the 
leading Bucaniers left him upon projects of their own. Fi- 
nally, after a train of disasters Lolonnois fell into the hands 
of certain of the Indians of the Darienj a fierce and cruel 
tribe, who were not unacquainted with the atrocities of the 
Bucaniers. By them he was torn alive limb from limb, — 
his body consumed, and the ashes scattered abroad, " to the 
intent," says his historian, "that no trace nor memory 
might remain of such an in&mous creature." Many of his 
companions shared the same fate. 

The character of Mpntbar, the other French Bucaiii«r 
formerly mentioned, is more romantic, if not mdre hu- 
mane. He appears to have been one of those unhappy 
though detestable beings who are created with a raging 
thirst for blood, and with whom cruelty is a passion 
and an appetite. Montbar was a gentleman of Lanffue- 
doc, who, from reading in his youth of the horrible cruelties 
practised by the Spaniards upon the Mexicans and Caribs, 
imbibed a hatred of the whole Spanish nation, which pos- 
sessed him like a phiensy. It is however somewhat stranfa 
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dist Aft iJonpalte which led thi» skigQlar penNifi to jofa fli» 
zinki of the Bacanfers urged him to the cotrnnieann of 
wone eraeltiee tluin tiioM which he reprobated. IBe eom- 
rades were often mercileM from the lust of gold; baft 
flipanidi blood inpas the sole paseion of Montbar. It is r»- 
lated bj Raynal, that while at coUege, in acting the poC 
of a Frenchman who quarrds with a Spaniard, he aaaaiuted 
the youth who personated an individual of that hated nation 
with each fuiy that he had wellnigh strangled him. H» 
fanagination was perpetually haunted by the shapes ^ f malti- 
tudM of persons butchered by monsters firom Sjfiam, who 
called upon him to revenge them. While on his passage 
outward to league himself with the brethren of the ooa^ 
the inveterate enemies of Spain, the vessel in which he sailed 
fell in with a Spanish diip, and captured it. No sooner had 
the Frenchmen boarded the vessel, than Montbar, with his 
sabre drawn, twice rushed along the decks, cutting his fran- 
tic way through the ranks of Spaniards, whom he swept 
'down. While his comrades divided the booty acquived by 
his prowess, Montbar gloated over the mangled limbs of the 
detested pet^e against whom he had vowed everlasting and^ 
deadly h^. From this and similar actions he acquir^ tha 
name of the ExtetmintUor, 

The Bucamers of America had now become so nnnifr' 
ions and powerful, and had been so succesdul in their dsp- 
ledations upon the richest and best-fbrtified places, both on' 
the Main and the Spanish islands, that several settlsmenU 
were cmnpelled to submit to the degradation of purchasing 
their forbearance by paying them contributions, -oqtiivalenl 
in pirinci{^ to the bUuk-mail formerly levied l^ banditti is 
Scotland. This, however, itierely mcreased Jtheir gainSr 
and partially changed the scene of havoc. Their pvedsF 
toiy excursicms were immediately carried faither into tbr 
interior, and stretched more extensively aloBg the eoasts 
of the continent. It was about this time that the popular 
Bucanier conunander named Mansvdt forsoed the ^ 
sign before alluded to, of establishing a Bucanier inde-^ 
pcmdent empire, — a project which was afterward enter- 
tained by his lieutenant, the famous or infamous Morgan^ 
and reluctantly abandoned l^ such of the fraternity as 
were endowed with more foresight or greater ambition than 
their associates. The intended seat of an empire, which 
BilCht easily havs been extended on all sides, was the* 
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island of Santa Katalina, now known by the name of Old 
Providence Island. For this point Mansvelt sailed from- 
Jamaica in 1664, stormed the fort, and garrisoned tha 

Slace with his own men; but the English governor of 
amaica, who thought the Bacuniers more profitable as 
customers than desirable as independent allies, looked 
coldly upon the project of a settlement so far beyond hit 
control. He forbade recruiting in Jamaica in furtheranc* 
of this project, and Mansvelt died suddenly before it could 
otherwise be effected. He was succeeded by the moati 
renowned of the English Bucaniers, Captain Sir Hennr 
Morgan. The new Bucanier generalissimo, thoum 
equuly brave and daring with his predecessor, was of a 
more sordid and brutal character, selfish and cunning, and 
without any spark of the reckless generosity which some* 
times graced tne freebooter and contrasted with his crimes, 
fie was a native of Wales, and the son of a respectable 
yeoman. Eariy inclination led him to the sea ; and em* 
barking for Barbadoes, by a fate common to all unpro* 
tected adventurers, he was sold for a term of years. Aifte? 
effecting his escape, or emancipation, Morgan joined tht 
Bucaniers, and in a short time saved a little money, with 
which, in concert with a few comrades, he equipped a baiki 
of which he was chosen commander. The adventuren 
made a fortunate cruise in the Bay of Campeachy ; after 
which Morgan joined Mansvelt in the assault of Santa 
Katalina or Providence, and by a lucky stroke, at the death 
of Mansvelt, succeeded, as has been noticed, to the chief 
command. Notwithstanding the efforts of Morgan to retain 
Old Providence, as the Governor of Jamaica still refused to 
allow recruits to go from that island, and the merchants of 
Virginia and New-England declined sending him supnlies^ 
it fdl once more into the hands of the Spaniards, and tha 
Bucaniers were driven to seek a new place of refuge. 
The CayoSt or islets near the south coast of Cuba, had for 
some time been their haunting-place. At these Keys^ at 
they were corruptly termed by the English, they mustered 
from all quarters as often as a joint expedition was con- 
templated ; and here they watered, refitted, held their coun- 
cils in safety, and waited till their fleet had been victualled 
either by pillage or purchase. 
To the Keys on tne south of Cuba, the rendezvous ap 
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pointed by Morgan, about twelve sail in shipa mad boat* 
had now repaired, with above seven hundred ngfathig men, 
French and English. The disposal of this armament and 
force was the cause of difference of opinion, some wishing 
to attack Havana, while others, deeming this enterpriser 
too formidable for their numbers, declared for Puerto del 
Principe in Cube, which was accordingly taken and plun- 
dered, after a desperate assault and brave resistance. 
The Bucaniers, as soon as they became masters, shut up 
the pnncipal inhabitants in the churches, as the easiest way 
of msposing of them while they ]»llaged the city. Many 
of these unfortunate persons died of hunger ; others were 
put to the torture to compel them to discover conQialed 
treasures, which probably had no existence save in the 
rapacious desires and extravagant fancies of the brutal and 
Ignorant Bucaniers. The booty obtained, or wrung forth 
from the inhabitants, was, however, considerable. Five 
hundred bullocks formed part of the ransom, which the in- 
solent freebooters compelled the Spaniards to kill and salt 
for them. A characteristic quarrel between a French and 
English Bucanier, which took place at this time, crippled 
the strength of Morgan, from whom, in consequence of this 
difference, many of his Gallican followers witndrew. The 
oecasion of this national quarrel was an English Bucanier 
snatching the marrow-bones which the Frenchman had 
earefully prepared for his own repast. A challenge was 
the consequence ; and the Frenchman was unfairly or 
treacherously stabbed by his opponent. His countrymen 
embraced his cause, and Mor^^ put the muigderer in 
diains, and afterward had him hung in Jamaica for this 
breach of the laws of honour and of brotherhood. 

tn the mean while the pillage of Puerto del l^indpe 
beinff divided, the French Bucaniers, indignant at the 
murder of their countryman, left Morgan in spite of his 
entreaties, and the English were obliged to pursue their 
fortunes alone. 

' The enterprises of Morgan, who was at once ambitious 
and greedy, display capacity, coolness, and daring. Hb 
neit attempt combined all these qualities in a remarkable 
degree, w ith nine ships and boats, and four hundred and 
sixty of his comitrymen, he resolved to assault Porto 
Belio ; but did not venture to disclose so bold a design 
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till it was no longer advisable to conceal it. To those who 
then objected that their force was inadequate to the attack, 
Morgan boldly replied, ** That though their numbers were 
tmall, their hearts were good ; and the fewer the warriors 
the larger the shares of plunder." This last was an irre- 
sistible areument ; and this strongly-f(»rtified city was car- 
ried by a nandful of resolute men, who never scrupled at 
cruelty needful to the accomplishment of their object, and 
often revelled in the wantonness of unnecessary crime. 
The first fort or castle was deliberately blown up by fire 
being set to the powder-magazine, after many miserable 
prisoners, whose mangled limbs soon darkened the air, 
had been huddled into one room. Resistance was still 
attempted by the Spaniards, which greatly exasperated the 
besiegers, as it was into the forts which held out that the 
wealthy inhabitants had retired with their treasure and 
valuables. One strong fort it was necessary to carry with- 
out delay; and broad scaling-ladders being constructed, 
Morgan compelled his prisoners to fix them to the walls. 
Many of those employed in this office were priests and 
nuns, dragged for this purpose from the cloisters. These, 
it was thought, their countrymen would spare ; while under 
their protection the Bucaniers might advance withoat 
being exposed to the fire of the castle. In these tiying 
circumstances, forgetting the claims of country, and the 
sacred character of the innocent persons exposed to suffer- 
ing so unmerited, the Spanish eovemor consulted only his 
official duty ; and while the unhappy prisoners of the !duc* 
aniers implored his mercy, continuea to pour shot upon 
all who approached the wdls, whether pirates or the hie 
peaceful inhabitants of the cloisters, his stem answer being 
that he would never surrender alive. Many of the fnars 
and nuns were killed before the scaling-ladders coald be 
fixed ; but that done, the Bucaniers, carrying with them 
fireballs and pots full of gunpowder, boldly mounted the 
walls, poured in their combustibles, and speedily effected 
an entrance. All the Spaniards demanded quarter except 
the governor, who died fighting, in presence of his wife 
and daughter, declaring that he chose rather to die as a 
brave soldier than be bulged like a coward. The next act 
in the horrid drama of bucaniering conquest followed 
rapidly, — spillage, cruelty, brutal license, — the freebootsn 
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g'ving theraselvei up to so mid » ooium ti riot and de- 
luchery that fifty rrtolate mon might have cut them off 
and regained the town, had the panicfltniek Spaniards 
heen able to form any rational plan of action, or to muster 
a force. During these fifteen days of demoniac rcTel, 
interrupted only by torturing the prisoners to make them 
mve up treasures which they did not possess, many of Uie 
Bucaniers died firom the consequences of their own brutal 
excesses, and Morgan deemed it expedient to draw off his 
force. Information had by this time reached the Gofemor 
of Panama ; and though aid was distant from the mise- 
rable inhabitants of Porto Bello, it might still come. Mor* 
gan, therefore, carried off a good many of the guns, spiked 
the rest, fully supplied his ships with every necessary store, 
and having already plundered all that was possible, inso- 
lently demanded an exorbitant ransom for the preservation 
of the city and for his prisoners, and prepared to depart 
firom the coast. These terms he even sent to the Governor 
of Panama, who was approaching the place, and whose 
force the Bucaniers intercepted m a narrow pass, and 
compelled to retreat. The inhabitants collected arnoM 
themselves a hundred thousand pieces of eiffht, which 
Morgan graciously accepted, and retired to his ships* 

The astonishment of the Governor of Panama at fo 
small a force carrying the town and the forts, and holding 
them so long, induced him, it is said, to send a message to 
the Bucanier leader, requesting a specimen of the arms 
which he used. Morgan received the messenger with 
civility, gave him a pistol and a few bullets, and ordered 
him to bid the president to accept of so slender a pattern 
of the weapons with which he haid taken Porto BeUo, and 
to keep it for a twelvemonth, at the end of which time he 
(Morgan) proposed to come to Panama to fetch it away. 
The governor returned the loan with a gold ring, and re- 
quested Morgan not to give himself the trouble of travelling 
so far, certifying to him that he would not hie ao weU as 
he had done at Porto Bello. 

On this subject Morgan formed and afterward acted 
upon his own opinions. In the mean while the spoils were 
divided at the Keys of Cuba. The booty amounted to 
260,000 pieces of eight, besides goods of all kinds, inehid- 
ing silks, linen, cloth, and many things that found a readT 
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market in Jamaica, for which Bucaniers* paradise the 
fleet next aailedf to fit themselves for a fresh expedition by 
a month's carousing, and the prodigal expenditure of the 
firoits of their toils and crimes. 

This brilliant exploit, in which so few men, and those 
armed only with pistols and sabres, had taken a large foi^ 
tified city, raised the character of Morgan as a commander 
higher than ever ; and his invitation to the Brethren of thi 
Coast to meet him at the Isla de la Yaca, or Cow Isiandt 
which was appointed as a rendezvous preparatory to 
another cruise, was so eagerly accepted that he found him- 
self at the head of a considerable force. A large French 
bucanierinff vessel, which refused to join this expedition, 
Ke obtained by fraud. Inviting the commander ana several 
of the best men to dine with him, under some frivolous 
pretext he made them prisoners. But Morgan did not 
reap much advantage from this act of treachery. While 
the men whom he had placed in the ship were carousing, 
celebrating the commencement of another cruise, it sud- 
denly blew up, and three hundred and fifty Enelishmen 
and the French prisoners perished together, l^is acci- 
dent, so disastrous to Morgan, was imputed to the revenge- 
ful spirit of the Frenchmen confined in the hold. The tme^ 
character of the sordid Bucanier was never more strongly 
displayed than in the way which Morgan tried to mSke 
the b(»t for himself of this mischance. When eight days 
of mourning had elapsed, he made the dead bodies be fished 
up, stripped of clothes, linen, and of the gold rings which 
Bucaniers often wore, and then be thrown back into the 
sea to feed the sharks. 

Morgan had now a fleet of fifteen ships, some of which 
he ow^ to the kindness of the Governor of Jamaicai who 
connived at, or took a ehare in, aneh adventures. Hif 
force consisted of 1000 fighting-men. Several of his vet* 
sels were armed, and his own carried fourteen sons. With 
these, which, however, through discontent, mminished a 
full half on the way, he rfiapM bis course for the devoted 
cities of Gibraltar and Maracaibo, formerly visited bjr 
Lolonnois, which were once more taken and plnndereo. 
At the former place the cruelties of Morgan exceeded, \f 
that were possible, the enormities of the French pints. 
Such ef the inhabitanu as fled to the woods ana wtM 
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retaken were tortured with fiendUke ingtmufef to 
them discover their wealth. It would be pelnnil and !•• 
ToHiug to dwell upon the blade record of the itiocitiM pir- 
petratid here. 

80 much time had been consumed at Gibraltari tint Mor* 
gan, when about to withdraw, found himeelf in a aian» 
nrom which it required all his talent and pneence of miiid 
to extricate the Bucanier fleet. Coofaieei and iufdineee 
were, howeveri the familiar qualities of men wfaooe lifoo 
were a series of perils and escapes, and whoae natnrel do* 
ment was danger ; and they never were move adniiabljr 
displayed than by Morgan and his men at this time. 

In the interval spent by the Bucaniera in pillaffi and 
debauchery at Gibraltar, the Spaniards had repaired toe fort 
which protected the passage of the lake or lagone of 
Maracaibo, and stationed three men of war at the entr«nco» 
whose vigilance it was conceived impossible the piratoe 
could escape. These vessels carried, one twenty, another 
thirty, and the third forty guns. Putting a bold fiice upoft 
his embarrassing situation, Morgan, with the audacity 
natural to him, and which was one of his instruments of 
success, sent a message to the Spanish admiral, demanding 
a ransom as the only condition on which the city could be 
preserved. To this insolent vaunt the Spaniaid replied* 
that though the Bucanier commander had taken the castle 
firom a set of cowards, it was now in a good state of do* 
fence ; and that he not only intended to dispute the egrese 
£rom the lagune, but to pursue the pirates everywhere. lU 
however, they diose to give up the prisoners and the slaves 
they had taken, they would be permitted to pass forth un« 
molested. This reply was as usual submitted to a full coun* 
oil of Bucaniers, and at this assembly one of their num- 
ber suffgested the stratagem by which Morgan in the first 
pJace destroyed the Spanish men of war. One of Uie 
Bucanier vessels was prepared as a fireship, and at the 
same time was made to wear the appearance of a vessel 
ready for action. Logs were placed in rows on the decki* 
on which clothes, hats, and Montero caps were placed ; and 
these decoy-figures were also armed with swords and mus- 
kets. When this was done, the plate, jewels, female pris- 
oners, and whatever was of most value to the Bucamera, 
WBio placed in their large boats, each of which carried^ 
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twihre aimed meiL Thtie boats wera to follow the ifare- 
sh^, which led the Tan ; an oath was exacted from eadi 
Bocanier of resistance to the last, and the refusal of 
qnarter from the Spaniards ; and ample rewards were 
promised for yalonr and firmness. Next erening the fleet 
sailed, and about dusk came up with the Spanish shipe 
riding at anchor in the middle of the lagune. The Boo- 
anier Tessels also anchored, resoWed to await here tlie 
efiect of their stratagem, and either to fight, escape^ or 
perish. No attack was offered that night, and they lay to 
qcuet till dawn, when the anchors were weighed, and they 
steered directly towards the Spanish ships, which advanced 
as if to meet them. The firesbip, still in advance, with all 
her decovs of armed men as before, came up with the 
largest of the Spanish vessels and grappled to her, — then 
the deception was first discovered, but too late for escape. 
The conflagration commenced. The Spanish ship caught 
fire in tackung and timbers, and the forepart of her hull 
soon went down. The second Spanish vessel escaped 
under the guns of the castle, and was sunk by her own 
company as a fate preferable to falling sprey to the Buoa- 
niers. The third vessel was taken. The crew of the 
burning ship endeavoured to escape to the shore, and all 
chose rather to perish in the sea than accept of the quarter 
offered by the pirates. The triumphant Bucaniers, with- 
out losing a moment, gave chase, and immediately landed, 
resolving forthwith to attempt the castle ; but as they were 
ill armed for such an assault, and the place was well fortified 
and manned, they desisted from the attempt, and returned 
to their ships, having lost in that day's work thirty men 
killed and many more wounded. 

Though the Spanish ships were destroyed, the castle 
still remained to be passed ; and the Spaniards had laboured 
all night in completing its defences. Morgan again had 
recourse to stratagem. All day long, in sight of toe garri- 
son, he affected to be sending boats filled with men to a 
point of the shore concealed from view of the castle by 
trees. These men returned on board lying flat in the boats, 
where, in going back, only the rowers were visible. Tbegr 
mounted their ships at a ode on which the Spaniards ooak! 
not perceive their return. This manoravre was lepeatadi 
till the Spaniards believed that from the number of mtm 
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landed an attack upon the cactle was meditated. Thia 
aeemed the more probable, as Morgan, who had now hdsted 
his flaff in their captured war-ship, again sent a metsaffe 
demanding a ransom for Maracaibo as the condition of ma 
departure. To meet the presumed movement of the Bno- 
aniers, the guns of the castle were changed from a posi* 
tion which commanded the lagune, and pomted to landwazd. 
Am soon as he was aware of this arrangement, Morgan 
raised his anchors by moonlight, and favoured by the ebb 
tide, the wind also being favourable, pressed past the 
castle; the mortified Spaniards trying m vain to hasten 
back with their pieces to bear upon him. He gave them a 
parting volley from his great guns, so lately their own ; 
and bore away for Jamaica, exultin? in good fortune, 
enhanced likewise by what he learned of the misadventures 
of those who had forsaken him in the early part of the 
cruise. 

Money and credit were, as usual, quickly outrun in the 
taverns of Port Royal by the dissolute companions of Mor- 
gan ; and another expedition was concerted, which was to 
exceed all the former achievements of the sea-rovers. And 
no time was to be lost, as a pending treaty between Great 
Britain and Spain threatened for ever to put an end to what 
their admiring countrymen termed the " unparalleled ex- 
ploits of the Bucaniers.** Letters were despatched by 
the commander to every noted Bucanier, and the south 
tide of the island of Tortuga was named as the rendezvous. 
Early in October, 1670, Morgan found himself surrounded 
by pirates, hunters, cultivators, English, French, and 
Dutch, who, from land and sea, the plantation and the wil- 
derness, had flocked to the standara of him who was to 
lead them to fortune and victory. The first duty was to 
victual the fleet, and this was done by pillaging the hog- 
yards, and with the bouean sent in by hunters who either 
Joined in the expedition' or traded with the pirates. The 
Bucanier fleet, consiBtinff of thirty-seven vessels fully 
provisioned, next sailed for Cape Tiburon, on the west 
coast of Hispaniola, — the fiffbting^men amounting to 9000. 
At the general council now held, three places of attack were 
driiberated upon, — Vera Cruz, Carthagena, and Panama. 
The last and most difiRcult was that which was chosen, 
veoommended by the extravagant notions entertained in 
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Europe and the West Indies of its amaging wealth, and of 
the mat riches of Peru. 

Morgan had never renounced the idea, which originated 
with Mansvelt, of a Bucanier settlement on the conve- 
niently-situated island of Providence. Once more it was 
cai>tured on his way, the Spanish governor making a farce 
of resistance. From this point Morgan detached a force of 
400 men to attack the castle of Chagre, the possession of 
which he judged necessary to the success of his future opera- 
tions against Panama. It was eventually carried by the 
accident of fire communicating with the powder-magazine, 
which blew up part of the defences.* 

While the Spaniards were occupied in suppressing the 
conflagration, the Bucaniers laboured hard to mcrease the 
confusion, by setting fire to the palisadoes in several places. 
At last they effected a breach, in defiance of the liquid com- 
bustibles which the Spaniards poured down among them, 
and which occasioned considerable loss of their numbers. 
But the attack and resistance were still continued through* 
out the whole night, the Bucaniers directing an incessant 
fire towards the breaches, which the Spanish governor per- 
tinaciously defended. 

By noon the next day the Bucaniers had gained a breach* 
which was defended by the governor himself and twenty- 
five soldiers. The Spanish soldiers fought with desperate 
valour, despair lending them supernatural courage; but 
nothing could resist the impetuosity of the pirates ; they 
burst their way through every obstacle, and the unfortunate 
Spaniards who survived, preferring death to the dishonour 
of either falling into the hands of these infuriated rufilana 
or of begging quarter, precipitated themselves into the. sea. 
The governor had retired into the corps du garde^ before 
which he planted two pieces of cannon, and bravely main- 
tained the hopeless and unequal conflict till he rail by a 

* The manner in which the fire was imagined to be eommunieated Is 
DOC a little aingalar. A Bucanier was pierced through by an arrow 
ftora the fort. He drew it forth from his body, woood a little cocten 
round it, and shot it from his musket against the castle. The eocton kin- 
dled by the powder set Are to the palm-leaf rooft of some sheds wlthia 
the castle, and the flame caught at the gunpowder, which produced the 
breach in the walls. At the same instant ths ^eanters set Are to the 

fflisadoe8 : the Bpaoiards, though unwaveriog iaeoaraga and undaantad 
resolutioQ, became distracted in the midst of so iMiny dangers. 
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musket-shot, which entered the hram. Of the nrrison of 
vi^ 814 men only thirty remained alive, and of these few tyrenty 

^7 VQG&'^wounded. IVot a single officer escaped. 

From the survivors of the siege the Bucanier ptxty 
learned that the Governor of Panama was already apinrised 
of their design against that place, that all along the course 
of the Chagre ambuscades were laid, and that a force of 
8600 men awaited their arrival. But this did not deter 
Morgan, who pressed forward for Chagre the instant that 
he received intelligence of the capture of the castle, carry- 
ing with him all tne provisions that could be obtained in 
iSanta Katalina, to which island he intended to return after 
the capture of Panama. 

The English colours flying upon the castle of Chagre 
was a sight of joy to the main body of the Bucaniers upon 
their arrival. Morgim was admitted within the fort by the 
triumphant advanc^ troop with all the honours of conquest. 
Before his arrival, the wounded, the widows of the soldiers 
killed in the siege, and the other women of the place, had 
been shut up in the church, and subjected to the most 
brutal treatment. To their fate Morgan was entirely cal- 
lous ; but he lost no time in setting the prisoners to work 
in repairing the defences and formmg new palisadoes ; be 
also seized all the craft in the river, many of which carried 
from two to four small pieces. 

These arrangements concluded, Morgan left a garrison 
of 500 men in his castle of Chagre, and in the ships 150 ; 
while at the head of 1200 Bucaniers, he, on the I8th Janu- 
ary, 1671, commenced his inland voyage to Panama, in- 
different about or determined to brave the Spanish ambus- 
cades. His artillery was carried by five large boats, and 
thirty-two canoes were filled with part of the men. Anxious 
to push forward* Morgan committed one capital blunder in 
carrying almost no provisions, calculating upon a shorter 
period being consumed on the march than it actually re- 
quired, and on foraging upon the Spaniards. Even on the 
first day their provisions failed, and on the second they were 
compelled to leave the canoes, the lowness of the river and 
the fallen trees Ijring across it making this mode of travel- 
ling tedious and nearly impracticable. Their progress was 
now continued by land and water alternately, and was 
attended with great inconvenience, the extremity of famine 
b«ing of the number of their hardships. Their best hopes 
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^en now placed in felling in with th« threatened ainbua* 
cades, as there they might find a store of provisions. So 
extremely were they pinched with hunger, that the leathern 
bags found at a deserted Spanish station formed a delicioiui 
meal. About this delicacy they even quarrelled, and it is 
said openly regretted that no Spaniards were found, as« 
failing provisions, they had resolved to have roasted or 
boiled a few of the enemy to satisfy their ravening ap- 
petites. 

Throughout the whole track to Panama the Spaniards 
had taken care not to leave the smallest quantity of pro- 
visions, and any other soldiers than the Bucaniers must 
have perished long before even a distant view was obtained 
of the city ; but their powers of endurance, from their 
hardy modes of life, were become almost superhuman. At 
nightfall, when they reached their halting*place, "happy 
was he who had reserved since mom any small piece of 
leather whereof to make his supper, drinking after it a 
good draught of water for his greatest comfort." Their 
mode of preparing this tough meal deserves to be noticed. 
The skins were first sliced, men alternately dipped in water 
and beat between two stones to render them tender ;— 
lastly, the remaining hair was scraped off, and the morsel 
broiled, cut into small bits, and deliberately chewed, with 
frequent mouthfuls of water to eke out and lengthen:! the 
repast. 

On the fiflh day, at another deserted ambuscade, a little 
maize was found, and also some wheat, wine, and plantains. 
This, scanty as it was, proved a seasonable supply to those 
who drooped, and it was thriftily dealt out among them. 
Next day a bam full of maize was discovered, whidi, be«t> 
ing down the door, the famished Bucaniers rushed upon 
and devoured without any preparation. Yet all this hard* 
ship could not turn .them aside from the scent of prajt 
though symptoms of discontent became visible in th«r 
ranks. At a village called Cruz, perceiving firom a distance 
a jpeat smoke, they joyfully promised themselves rest anl3 
re^esbments ; but on reaching it found no Inhabitant, and 
every house either bumt down or in flames, so determined 
were the Spaniards to oppose the onward march of the 
terrible beings, presented to their imaginations under every 
shape of honor. The only animals remsining) the dogs 
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and cats of the village, fell an immediate itaenficii to tlM 
wolfish hunger of the Bucaniers. 

Morgan had now some difficulty in preserving discipline, 
ttnd in keeping his companions or followers nom £itUing 
into the hands of the Spaniards or Indians when straggling 
about in search of any thing they could devour, ui this 
way one man was lost. 

They were now- within eight leagues of Panama, and 
the nearer they approached, the more anxious and vigilant 
was Morgan in looking out for the threatened ambuscades 
of the enemy, who, he naturally conjectured, might have re- 
tired to consolidate his forces. On the eighth day, they were 
surprised by a shower of Indian arrows poured upon them 
from some unseen quarter, and advancing into the woods, 
maintained a sharp short contest with a part^ of Indians, 
many of whom fell, offering a brave though vain resistance. 
Ten of the freebooters were killed in this skirmish. The 
Bucaniers, who had already three Indian guides, run- 
aways found in Santa Katalina, endeavoured at this place 
to make some prisoners for the purpose of procuring mtel- 
ligence ; but the Indians were too swift of foot. 

After another twenty-four hours of suffering, under which 
only freebooters or Indians could have borne up, on the 
mornihg of the ninth day of the march, from a hi^h moun- 
tain, the majestic South Sea was joyfully descned, with 
ships and boats sailing upon its bosom, and peacefully set- 
ting out from the concealed port of Panama. Herds of 
cattle, horses, and asses, feeding in the valley below the 
eminence on which they stood, formed a sight not less 
welcome. They rushed to the feast ; and, cutting up the 
animals, devoured their flesh half-raw, **more resembling 
cannibals than Europeans at this banquet, the blood many 
times running down from their beards unto the middle of 
their bodies.** 

This savage meal being ended the journey was resumed, 
Morgan still endeavouring to gain information by takintf 
prisoners, as on his whole line of march he had obtained 
speech of neither Spaniard nor Indian. 

In the same evening the steeple of Panama was beheld 
at a distance ; and, forgetting all their sufferings, the Buc- 
aniers gave way to the most rapturous exultation, tossiiijg 
their caps into the air, leaping, shouting, beating their 



BATTLE WITH THE SPAKIABIM. 101 

drams, and sounding their trumpets at the sight of so gb>* 
fious a plunder, and as if victory were already oonsum* 
mated. They encamped for the night near the city, in- 
tending to make the assault early in the morning. The 
same night a party of iifly Spanish horsemen came oul 
as if to reconnoitre, advanced within musket-shot of the 
pirates, scornfully challenged ** the dogs" to come on, anil 
then retired, leaving six or eight of their number to watch 
the enemy's motions. Upon this the great guns of the 
town began to play on the camp, but were too distant, or 
ill directed, to do any execution ; and instead of betraying 
alarm, the Bucaniers, having placed sentinels around their 
camp, made another voracious meal preparatory to the 
next day's business, threw themselves upon the grass, and, 
lulled by the Spanish artillery, slept soundly till the dawn. 
The camp was astir betimes, and the men being mustered 
and arrayed, with drums and trumpets sounding they ad- 
vanced towards the city ; but instead of taking the ordinary 
route, which the Spaniards were prepared to defend, by 
the advice of one of the Indian guides they struck through 
a wood, by a tangled and difficult path, in which, howevcTf 
immediate obstruction could not be apprehended. Before 
the Spaniards could counteract this unexpected movement, 
the Bucaniers had advanced some way. The Governor 
of Panama, who led the forces, commanded 200 cavalry 
and four regiments of infantry ; and a number of Indian 
auxiliaries conducted an immense herd of wild bulls, to be 
driven among the ranks of the Bucaniers, and which were 
expected to throw them into disorder. This extraordinary 
arm of war was viewed by the hunters of Hispaniola aiM 
Campeachy with indifference; but they were somewhat 
alarmed at the regular and imposing array of the troops 
drawn up to receive them. It was, however, too late to 
retreat. They divided into three detachments, two hundred 
dexterous marksmen leading the advance. They now 
stood on the top of a little eminence, whence the whole 
Spanish force, the city, and the champaign country around 
were distinctly seen. As they moved downward the 
Spanish cavalry, shouting Vha el Rey^ immediately ad* 
vanced to meet them ; but the ground nappened to be soft 
and marshy, which greatly obstructed the mancsuTTM of 
the horsemen. The advance of the Bucanieiat all pidcid 
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naikfoieii, knett and rcceWed them with a 'v^olkrr, aad tlw 
eonffict inttantly became close and hot. The fiiica]iiei% 
throwing themselTes between the Spanish hone and €Mtt 
foeceeded in separating them, and the wild bolls, taking 
fiight fiom the tumult and the noise of the guns, ran'awiqrt 
or were shot bj the Bocaniers before thej coiUd eflbok 
any mischiefl 

After a contest of two hours the Spanish cayalrj gave 
way. Many were killed, and the rest fled; which the 
fbot-scldiers percenring, fired their last charge, threw down 
their muskets, and followed the example of the caTaliera. 
Some of them took refuge in the adjoining thickets ; and 
though the Bucaniers did not continue the pursuit, they 
took a savage pleasure in shooting without mercy dl who 
accidentally fell into their hands. In this way several 
priests and friars who were made prisoners were pistolled 
by the orders of Morgan. A Spanish officer who w«is made 
prisoner gave the Bucaniers minute intelligence of the force 
of the enemy and the plan of defence, wMch enabled them 
to approach the town from the safest point ; but the ad- 
vance was still attended with difficulty. 

After the rout which had taken place in the open field, and 
the slaughter which followed, the Bucaniers rested for a 
little space, and during this pause solemnly plighted their 
honour, by oaths to each other, never to yield while a single 
man remained* alive. This done, carrying their prisoners 
with them, they advanced upon the great guns planted in 
the streets and the hasty defences thrown up to repel them. 
In this renewed assault the Bucaniers suffered severelv 
before they could make good those close quarters in which 
they ever maintained a decided superiority in fighting. Still 
they resolutely advanced to the final grapple, ue Spaniards 
keeping up an incessant fire. The town was gained after 
a desperate conflict of three hours maintained in its open 
streets. 

In this assault the Bucaniers neither gave nor accepted 
quarter, and the carnage on both sides was great. Six 
hundred Spaniards fell on that day, nor was the number of 
the Bucamers who perished much less ; but to those who 
survived a double share of plunder was at all times ample 
consolation for the loss of companions whose services were 
no longer required in its acquisition. The city was no 
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■ooner gained than Morgan, who saw the temper of the in* 
habitants in the obstinate nature of the resistance they bad 
offered, and who well knew the besetting sins of his follow- 
ers, prudently prohibited them from tasting wine; and 
aware that such an order would be veiy little regarded wera 
it enforced by nothing save a simple command, he affirmed 
that he had received private intelligence that all the wina 
had been poisoned. They were therefore enjoined not to 
touch it under the dread of poisoning and the penalties of 
discipline. Neither of these motives were sufficient to en- 
force rigid abstinence among the Bucaniers, though they 
operated till indulgence became more safe. 

As soon as possession of the city was gained guarda 
were placed, and at the same time fires broke out simulta- 
neously in different quarters, which were attributed by the 
Spaniards to the pirates, and by them to the inhabitants. 
Both assisted in endeavouring to extinguish the dreadful 
conflagration, which raged with fury ; but the houses, being 
built of cedar, caught the flames like tinder, and were con- 
sumed in a very short time. The inhabitants had previously 
removed or concealed the most valuable part of their gooda 
and furniture. 

The city of Panama consisted of about 12,000 houses, 
many of them large and magnificent. It contained also 
eight monasteries and two churches, all richly furnished. 
The concealment of the church-plate drew upon the eccle- 
sinstics the peculiar vengeance of the heretical Bucaniers, 
who, however, spared no one. The conflagration which 
they could not arrest they seemed at last to take a savase 
delight in spreading. A slave factoiy belonging to the G^ 
noese was burnt to the ground, together with many ware- 
houses stored with meal. Many of the miserable Afncana 
whom the Genoese brought for sale to Peru perished in the 
flames, which raged or smouldered for nearly four weeks. 

For some time the Bucaniers, afraid of bemg surprised 
and overpowered by the Spaniards, who still reckoned ten 
for one of their numbers, encamped without the town. 
Morgan had also weakened his force by sending a hundred 
and nfty men back to Chagre with news of his victory. Tet 
by this handful of men the panic-strack Spaniards were 
held in check and subjection while the Bucaniers either 
raged like demons through the buming town or prowUd 
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among the rains and aahea in feuch <^ plate and othar 
Taloable articka. 

The property which the Spaniards had concealed in da^ 
wells and cisterns was nearly all discovered, and the moit 
•etiTe of the Bacaniers were sent out to the woods and 
heights to search for and drive back the miserable inhabit* 
ants who had fled from the city with their effects. In two 
days they brought in aboat two hundred of the fugitives as 
prisoners. Of those unhappy persons many were femalea^ 
who found the merciless Bucaniers no better than their feam 
had painted them.* 

In plundering the land Morgan had not neglected the sea. 
By sea many of the principal inhabitants hfM escaped, and 
a Doat was immediately sent in pursuit, which brought in 
three prizes ; though a galleon, in which was embarked all 
the plate and jewek belonging to the King of Spain and the 
wealth of the principal nunnery of the town, escaped* from 
the Bucaniers indulging in a brutal revel in their own bark 
till it was too late to follow and capture the ship. The pur* 
■nit was afterward continued for four days, at the end <^ 
which the Bucaniers returned to Panama with another priie^ 
worth 20,000 pieces of eight in goods, from Paita. 

. * The Spanish colonists of South America hsd a twofUd raason fyt 
dstestinf the Bacaniers. They were English heretics as well as lawless 
miscreants, capable of the foulest crimes ; and it is not easy to say 
whether in the idea of the indolent, uninstnicted, priestridden inhabltnnts 
of Panama, Porto Bello, and Carthagena they were not as hatefUl and 
alarming in the first character as in the last. A Spanish lady, one of 
bis prisoners, with whom Morgan the Bucanier commander Ml in love, 
is described as believing, till she saw them, that the flreebooiers were not 
men, but some sort of monsters named heretics, ** who did neither invoke 
the blessed Trinity, nor believe in Jesus Christ." The civilities of Cap* 
tain Morgau inclined her to better thoughts of his (kith and Christianity, 
sspecially as she heard him tVequently swear by the sacred names. 
** Neither did she now think them to be so bad, or to have tha shapes of 
beasts, as fl-om the relations of several people she had heard ofteniimaa. 
For as to the name of robbers or thieves which was commonly given them 
by others, she wondered not much at it, seeing, as she said, that anwng all 
nations of the universe there be found wicked men who covet the goods 
of others." It is clear that the heretir was as great a curiosity, if not a 
more tructilent monster than the Bucanier. Another lady of Panama 
was very curious to see the extraordinary animals called Bucaniers, ai^ 
tba first time she had that happiness exclaimed aloud, *' Jesa bless ms 1 
Ibsse thieves are like unto us Spaniards.** About a century befiire tlis 
storming of Panama one powerfhl reason with the Spaniards fi>r pie> 
venting the English from passing the Straits of Magellan was, to «•> 
serve the natives of the aewly-disooversd islands of the PadOo " nsei 
Che venom of their heresy ." 
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Meanwhile, on the oppoitite coast, the ships* companiM 
left at Chagre were exercising their vocation, and had cm»- 
Uired one large Spanish vessel, which, unaware of the 
hands into which the castle had fallen, ran in under it for 
protection. 

While the Bucaniers were thus employed at sea, and at 
Panama and Chagre, parties continued to scour the sur- 
rounding country, taking in turn the congenial duty of foray- 
ing &nd bringing in booty and prisoners, on whom they ex- 
ercised the most atrocious cruelties, unscrupulously em- 
ploying the rack, and sparing neither age, sex, nor condition. 
Keligious persons were the subjects of the most refined 
barbarity, as they were believed to direct and influence the 
rest of the inhabitants, both in their first resistance and in 
the subsequent concealment of property. During the per- 
petration of these outrages, Morgan, as has been noticed, 
fell in love with a beautiful Spanish woman, his prisoner, 
and the wife of one of the principal merchants. She re- 
jected his infamous addresses with firmness and spirit ; and 
the Bucanier commander, alike a ruffian in his love and 
hate, used her with severity that disgusted even those of hit 
own gang who had not thrown aside every feeling of man- 
hood ; and he was fain to charge his fair prisoner with 
treachery to excuse the baseness of the treatment she re- 
ceived by his orders. This alle£[ed treachery consisted in 
corresponding with her countrymen, and endeavouring to 
effect her escape. 

In the mean while a plan had entered the minds of a party 
of the Bucaniers which did not suit the views nor meet tha 
approbation of their leader. They had resolved to seize a 
ship in the port, cruise upon the South Sea on their own 
account till satiated with booty, and then either eatablifh 
themselves on some island, or return to Europe by the East 
Indies. Captain Morgan could neither spare equipments 
nor men for this project, of which he received private in- 
formation. He immediately ordered the mainmast of the 
ship to be cut down and burnt, together with every other 
vessel in the port, thus effectually preventing desertion on 
this side of America. The arms, ammunition, and storse 
secretly collected for this bold cniise on the South Sea wtM 
srpplied to other purposes. 

Nothing more was to be wrong forth from Puunft, 

AS 
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whiehy tfter a dastmctive tojoam of four if^tka, Matpm 
ntohred to lea^e. Beasts of burden were therefore cdlarttJ 
fWxn all quartrrs to convey the spoils to the opposite comL 
The cannon were spiked, and scouts sent out to leam what 
measures had been taken by the Governor of Panama to 
itttercept the return to Chagre. The Spaniards were too 
much depresse<l to have made any preparation either to an- 
noy or cut off the retreat of their uveterate enemies ; and 
on the 24th February the Bucaniers, apprehensive of no op- 
position, left the ruins of Panama with a hundred and sev- 
enty-five mules laden with their spoils and above six hundred 
prisoners, including women, children, and slaves. The 
misery of these wretched captives, driven on in the midst 
of the armed Bucaniers, exceeds description. They be- 
lieved that they were all to be carried to Jamaica, England* 
or some equally wild, distant, and savage country, to be 
•old for slaves ; and the cruel craft of Morgan heightened 
these fears, the more readily to extort the ransom he de- 
manded for the freedom of his unhappy prisoners. In vain 
the women threw themselves at his feet supplicating for the 
mercy of being allowed to remain amid the ruins of their 
former homes, or in the woods in huts with their husbands 
and children. His answer was, " that he came not here to 
listen to cries and lamentations, but to get money, which 
unless he obtained he would assuredly carry them all where 
they would little like to go." Three days were granted, in 
which they might avail themselves of the conditions of ran- 
som. Several were happy enough to be bble to redeem 
themselves, or were rescued by the contributions sent in ; 
and with the remaining captives the pirates pushed onwardy 
making new prisoners and gathering fresh spoils on their way. 
The conduct of Morgan at this time disproves many of 
the extravagant notions propagated about the high honour 
of the Bucaniers in their dealings with each other. Halting 
at a convenient place for his purpose, in the midst of the 
wilderness, and about half-way to Chagre, he dr^w up hia 
comrades, and insisted that, besides taking an oath declaring 
that all plunder had been surrendered to the common stock» 
each man should be searched, he himself submitting in Uie 
first place to the degradinff scrutiny, though it was aue- 
pected that the leading motive of the whole manmuvrawae 
the desire of concealing his own peculation and frandnknt 
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dealing with his usociates. The French Bucanien who 
accompanied the expedition were indignant at treatment so 
much at variance with the maxims and usages of the gen* 
tiemen rovers ; but being the weaker party they were com* 
pellcd to submit. 

The Bucaniers and their prisoners performed the remain- 
der of the journey by water ; and when arrived at Chagrs* 
Morgan, who knew not how to dispose of his unredeemed 
prisoners, shipped them all off for Porto Bello, making them 
the bearers of his demand of ransom from the governor of 
that city for the castle of Chagre. To this insolent mei8^[9 
the Governor of Porto Bello replied, that Morgan might mue 
of the castle what he pleased ; not a ducat should be given 
for its ransom. 

There was thus no immediate prospect of any more plun* 
der in this quarter, and nothing remained to be done but to 
divide the spoils already acquired. The individual sharea 
fell so far short of the expectations of the Bucaniers that 
they openly grumbled, and accused their chief of the worst 
crime of which in their eyes he could be guilty, — secreting 
the richest of the jewels for himself. Two hundred pieces 
of eight each man was thought a very small return for the 
plunder of so wealthy a city, and a very trifling reward for 
the toil and danger that had been undergone in assaulting 
it. Matters were assuming so serious an aspect among the 
fraternity that Morgan, who knew the temper of his friends* 
deemed it advisable to steal away with what he had ob« 
tained. He immediately made the walls of Chagre be de- 
stroyed, carried the guns on board his own ship, and, fol- 
lowed by one or two vessels commanded by persons in his 
confidence, sailed for Jamaica, leaving his enraged asso* 
elates in want of every necessary. Those who followed 
him were all Englishmen, who, as the French Bucaniers 
fully believed, connived at the frauds and shared in the gaini 
of Morgan. They would instantly have purtaed him to sea, 
and the Spaniards might have enjoyed the satisfaction of 
seeinff the Bocanier fleet divided and fighting against itself, 
had they with a force so much weaker, dared to venture so 
unequal an encounter. The vessels deserted by Morgan 
separated here, and the companies sought their fortunes in 
different quarters, none of them mach the richer for Uis 
miaery and devastation they had carried to Panama. 
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Morgan, on arriTing at Jamuca laden with phmto, and 
exalting in his late exploit, endeavoored once more to levy 
recruits for the independent state he still longed to estaUim 
at Santa Katalina, and of which he himself, sdready admiral 
and generalissimo of the Bucaniers, was to he the prince or 
governor. Bat circumstances were still unfavoarable. 
Lord John Yaughan, the newly-appointed GoTemor of Ja> 
maica, had orders strictly to enforce the treaty with Spain 
formed in the previous year, but to proclaim pardon ana in* 
demnity, and offer a grant of lands to such of the Bacaniem 
as chose to become peaceful cultivators. Future depreda- 
tions on the trade or settlements of Spain were foibiddeu 
by the royal proclamation, and under severe penalties. But 
it was not a proclamation, however strongly worded, that 
could at once tame down the lawless Bucanier into a planter, 
or confine to thirty-seven acres of ground him who had for 
years freely roamed through sea and land, with his sword 
reaping his harvest wherever men of greater industry had 
sown it. To adopting the habits of peaceful life many of 
the English Bucaniers preferred joining the Flibustiers at 
Tortuga, or becoming logwood-cutters in the Bay of Cam- 
peachy ; and, luckily for the remainder, in the next year a 
war broke out between Great Britain and Holland, which 
enabled some of them to follow their old vocation as pri- 
vateers; Bucaniers and Flibustiers alike exercising their 
industry for a short time against the Dutch instead of their 
old enemies the Spaniards. 

Before quitting this part of the subject, it may be proper 
to notice the conclusion of the adventures of the notorious 
Morgan. In the year which elapsed between the plunder 
of Panama and 1680, he had sufficient address and interest, 
or, more probably, skill in the appliance of his ill-gotten 
wealth, to obtain from Charles II. the honour of uiight- 
hood, and afterward to be appointed deputy-governor of 
Jamaica. Though it was believed that he still secretly 
shared in the plundering adventures of the Bucaniers, 
Morgan treated many of his old comrades with veiy great 
severity. Several of them were hanged under his a<unin- 
istration, and others he delivered up to the Spaniards at 
Carthagena, as was believed, for the price of blood ; nor 
does the character of Morgan make this suspicion improb- 
able. The strict justice and severity exercised by tha 
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dopttty-govemoT on hit old friends and countiymen did 
not, however, ditpoee the Spaniards to unlimited confid«iee 
in Morgan ; and suspecting him of secretly favoaring the 
Bucaniers, who had once more increased, they were able, 
after the accession of James II., to get him removed from 
his office and committed for a time to prison in £ngland. 

The same unwise restrictions and troublesome intei^ 
ference with the cultivation and commerce of the colonies 
which had encouraged the system of bucaniering in its com- 
mencement foster^ it once more, though France, instead 
of Spain, was become the agent in this mistaken policy.— 
The regulations adopted by the government of France for 
the West India trade, and the partial and oppressive ad- 
ministration of colonial affairs, tended more than any other 
circumstance to recruit the ranks of the freebooters, — men, 
disturbed in their peaceful industry by vexatious and 
annoying prohibitions and monopolies, readily placing 
themselves beyond the law, which was more their torment 
than protection. Thus, though the freebooters were at 
length crushed by the express prohibitions of their severtl 
eountries, they were incited by causes more powerfuli origi- 
nating in the same source. 

In 1683, the Bucaniers, led by three noted chiefs, Yaa 
Horn, Grammont, and Laurent de Graff, by a stratagea 
took the city of Vera Cruz in the Gulf of Mexico. Many 
of the English Bucaniers were engaged in this expedition* 
though none of them held high command. This was 
reckoned the most brilliant exploit that had yet been achieved 
by the Flibustiers. Their mode of attack was similar to 
that which had been practised by Drake a century before. 
In the darkness of night a sufBcient force was landed, whliA 
marched three leagues over land, and before dawn suiprised 
and captured the city. The inhabitants were shut up in 
the churches, the usual prison of the Bucaniers, at the 
door of each of which barrels of gunpowder were placed, 
and sentinels beside them, holding a lighted match, ready 
to produce an explosion at a moment's notice, or on the 
slightest symptom of revolt. The city was thus pillaffed 
without molestation from the inhabitants ; and the famisntd 
prisoners in the churches were aflerwaid glad to purchaM 
their freedom on any terms their conquerors chose to dic- 
tate. Ten millions of livres were demanded as a ranaomi 
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and the half of it had been raised and paid in, when thm 
appearance of a body of troops and a fleet of Mventeen 
snips caused the freebooters to make a precipitate but 
well-ordered retreat, carrying off 1500 slaves. ' Loadtd 
with their booty and prisoners, they boldly sailed throogli 
the fleet sent to attack them, which did not venture to wtt 
a single gun. They might probably have roused the 
Spaniards from their fear or lethargy by an assault, had 
they not been more careful to preserve the plunder they 
had obtained than desirous of a barren naval victory over 
ships carrying no cargoes. 

Fortunately for the freedom and repose of the Spanish 
colonists, no Bucanier corps ever agreed, or acted m har- 
mony, for any length of time. Their lawless unions fell to 
pieces even more rapidly than they were formed ; and those 
of the French and English seldom adhered even to the con- 
clusion of a joint expedition. On the present occasion 
they separated in wrath, the Frenchmen employing the 
pretext of the quarrel they artfully fomented to with- 
hold the Englishmen's share of the pillage. The latter 
cruises of the Bucaniers were in few respects distinguished 
by the honour and integrity among themselves whidi were 
said to havrt marked their first exploits. The French Fli- 
bnstier now sought but a shallow excuse to plunder the Eng^ 
lish Bucanier, who, on the other side, lost no opportunity 
of retaliation. 

The tardy though now earnest eflTorts of France and 
Britain to crush the brethren of the coast, the increasing 
military and maritime strength of the Spanish colonists, 
and above all a field too narrow and exhausted for the nu- 
merous labourers, together with wild and magnificent ideas 
of the wealth of Peru, were so many powerful motives 
urging the Bucaniers, whether French or English, upon en- 
terprises in a new and wider region. Among them an esti- 
mate was formed of the riches of the western shores, from 
the single circumstance, that in a few years after the visit of 
Morgan, a new city of Panama had arisen, which in splen- 
dour and wealth eclipsed the desolated town. The Peruvian 
coast and the South Sea, in all their riches and extent, 
presented a field which neither the long arm of France nor 
the powerful hand of England could reach ; and of the 
Offomiitm to be feared from the indolent and effeminate 
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inhabitants the expedition of Morgan had afforded a very 
satisfactory specimen. In the new design of crossing the 
continent, and searching for untried regions of conquest and 
spoliation, the Bucaniers were rather urged by personal 
motives of rapacity, and the desire of escaping from the 
colonial officials of the West India islands — who latterly 
either shared their booty or treated them with great severity, 
and not un frequently did both — ^than influenced by any 
enlig[htened or comprehensive plan of operations. The 
wealth of this new region and the ease with which it 
tnight be acquired were primary reasons ; personal security 
was merely secondary ; and beyond these motives this 
chaotic banditti never once kx>ked ; all their ideas of con- 
quest being limited to the plunder ot a city or a ship, to 
plate, silks, and pieces of eignt ; nor were their enjoymentiA 
and pleasures of a more liberal or elevated kind. We may 
therefore without much regret here close this general sketch 
of the Bucaniers. All that is interesting in their subse- 
quent career, from the plundering of Vera Cruz in the Bay 
of Mexico to their decay and suppression, is closely in- 
terwoven with the personal adventures of Bampier, on 
which we are now to enter. And in the narrative of thi# 
remarkable navigator, instead of monotonous detuls oC 
fraud, rapacity, and cruelty, on which it has been painfu 
to linger, the render is gratified with the researches and 
discoveries of natural science, and with pictures of life and 
manners, curious, novel, and attractive, which have never 
yet, among the multitude of succeeding European naviga- 
tors, fallen under the notice of a more acute and aocarata 
observer, or obtained a delineator more faithful and Wtfyy 
and occasionally more glowing and poetical, than the ex- 
traordinary man whose history we are now to follow, cotOf 
mencing with his early wanderings among the Buconienb 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Adventures among the Wood-Gutters and Bucaniers, 

Ancestry and Education of Dampler— His Voyage to India— Goes to 
Jamaica as a Planter— Becomes a Logwood-cutter in Campeaoliy— 
Habits of tbe Wood-cutters— Appearance of the Country— Its Natural 
Prodactifms— The Wild Pine- Snalces— Ants— The Ilumming-bird^ 
AiUgaiora—Damfier loses himself in the Woods— Copartnership witli 
three Scoldimen— DreadAii Horrieane in the Bay— Its Consequence* 
— Beef Island- The Indians— John d'Acosta— Mode of hocksing Cattl* 
— Dampi^r joins the Bucaniers — The Manatee, or Sea-cow — Thf 
River Tobasoo— Indians under the Spanish Priests— Their Manner* 
and Condition— Attack of Alvarado— Escape of tlie Bucaniers (huo 
the Spanish Armadiiloes— ifuiijaeit:— Dampier r^ins tlie Logwood* 
cutters- Returns to England. 

To Captain Bampier himself the world is indebted for the 
only record of his early history which can be considered 
authentic. He was bom about 1652, at East Coker, near 
Teovil, a considerable market-town in Somersetshire. Hia 
Ibther was probably a farmer ; and we learn incidental! j 
that hia mother, when a widow, along with whatever other 
property she might possess, held the lease of a small farm 
at East Coker from Colonel HcUier, the lord of the manor. 
The small farms in this parish were held for Uvea, and va^ 
ried in rent from 20/. to 50/. By a singular, but then prob* 
ablj a common arrangement, each occupier had a patch of 
land of every dilferent kind of soil, lying apart or scattered 
throughout the parish, as black-loaroi clayey, and sandy 
ground, which varied in rent from forty, thirty, and twenty 
ahillings an acre, down to ten groats for the poorest. On 
these scattered patches every yeoman raised wheat, oatSf 
barley, beans, rye,* hemp, and nax, for the consumption of 
his own family. The statistics of East Coker afford a cu- 
rious picture of Englisti agriculture, and of that race of 
primitive cultivators who have long since disappeared, and 
will ever be regretted. 

* Dampier, in the early edition of his work which lies before us, sajrs 
riet : but tbis is probably a slip of the pen of one who was now mors 
l^miliar >Mtb this forvicn grain than with the ryo of his childhood. 
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Before the death of \dn pareintf, which ha|ipened white h» 
wai very young, Dampier had began to reeetva the elemtnt* 
of a claasical education ; but on this ev«nt taking place hie 
studies were suspended, and he was sent to acquire writing 
and arithmetic, to qu<'ilify him for some humbler employment 
than might have been originally designed ; and iu a short 
time after the death of his mother he was placed with a 
shipmaster belonging to Weymouth. Slender as his ad- 
vantages of early edaeation appear to have been, he profited 
80 largely by them as to afford one more proof that the best 
part of a man's learning is that which he acquires by himseld 

William Dampier's first voyage was to France* his next 
to Newfoundland, in which he enfiered so severely from the' 
climate, that he almost resolrad against retummg to sea ; 
but this determination was commuted into a resolution not 
to try the same un genial quarter. Dampier, now about 
eighteen, was already animated by the restless activity, the 
curiosity, love of vicissitude, adventure, and peril, which 
form the strong and marking characteristics of the youth 
who is bom a seaman. ** The offier," he says, ** of a low 
voyage and a roarm one soon carried me to sea again.** Im 
entered as a foremast-man on board the Martha East India»* 
man, which suled direct from London to Bantam'; finom 
whence, after a stay of two months, he returned wUUb 
little more than the year. From his early childhood Dam* 
pier had been a keen observer. On his former voyages he 
had gained some nautical experience, which he enlarged 
during the present, diligently studying the practical part of 
his profession, though he had not yet commenced a joomilt 
the keeping of which came to be the solace of hie Muiif 
ing unconnected life, and the means of great mental im- 
provement. 

The summer after his ntum from India Dampier apeiit 
with his brother in Somersetshire, whose house in eariy lift 
seems to have been his home while on shore. His next ser- 
vice was on board the Royai Prince^ in which he enlisted» 
England being then at war with Holland. He was in two 
engagements ; but of a third fought by the ship, in whidi 
the commander. Sir Edward Spra|ue, was killed, he waa 
n&t a witness, having previously Alien into bad health. 
From the ship he was sent to Haiwieh hospital^ and finillj 
to his brother*S| where he slowly recotered. 

S 
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With returning health the love of the sea recurred ; bttt 
Dampier meanwhile accepted the offer of Colonel Hellier^ 
and went to Jamaica as under-manager of a plantation be- 
longing to that gentleman, forming a special agreement with 
the captain to protect himself from the frauds of the kid- 
happers. The ship went ** merrily along," steering for 
Barhadoes, which was the first of the islands that Dampier 
beheld. He was at this time twenty-two years of age, ac 
tive, intelligent, and full of an instinctive curiosity, &eady 
under the guidance of a strong, clear, and prompt under- 
standing. 

St. Lucia was next seen, and afterward Tobago and St. 
Vincent's. He whose glance was ever quick and sure for 
eveiy natural production of a new country was not likely 
to neglect its people. The condition of the Carib Indians* 
the aborigines of the islands, forcibly arrested the attention 
of the young voyager ; and he relates a contemporaiy inci- 
dent in a manner which betrays, rather than states, the sound* 
ness and, when the era is considered, the liberality of his 
opinions and the correctness of his moral feelings, while 
it places the Indian character in a favourable and also in a 
fair Ught, as contrasted with the European of the colonies. 

In passing St. Lucia, the captain of the vessel, seeing a 
rtnoke on the shore, the usual token of inhabitation, sent off 
a boat to purchase those fruits with which the Indians often 
supplied English vessels sailing by. Three Indians came 
to the ship's side in a canoe laden with sugar-canes, and 
also with plantains, pineapples, and other tropical fruits. 
They teemed much agitated, and often repeated the name 
of •• Captain Warner." It proved that this Captain War- 
rier was the son of Governor Warner of Antigua, by an In- 
dian woman. He had been bred in his father's family a» 
an English youth, but had acquired the language of his 
mother's tribe. As he grew up, finding himself iil-treatad 
and despised, he fled to St. Lucia, ana living among bis 
Carib kmsmen, adopted their manners, and became one of 
their chiefs, roving with them from island to island, making 
inroads upon the planters, not sparing even Antigua. To 
avenge these injuries the legitimate son of the governor 
went out at the head of a party to encounter the Indians, 
and accidentally met with his Carib brother. The young 
man affVctrd jrrcat joy at the meeting, and invited his hal& 
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Mood elder brother with his warriors to a feast, at whid^ 
on a preconcerted signal, the chief and all the Indians were 
treacherously slaughtered. It was said that the murdered 
Warner had been the friend of the English, and that prid« 
alone instigated the young Creole to this perfidious butcheiy. 
** Such perfidious doings as these,*' says Dampier, ** are 
great hindrances to our gaininff an interest with the Indians, 
besides the baseness of them. 

As a planter Dampier was <* clearly out of his eleiAent ;*' 
and after spendinff some time in this ungenial occupation, 
he engaged with different traders belonging to Port Koyal, 
who coasted round Jamaica, carryipg goods from the planta- 
tions to that port. In these coasting voyages he became 
thoroughly acquainted with all the harbours and bays of the 
island, and with the land and sea winds and currents. 
Availing himself of every opportunity and means of ac* 
quiring knowledge, Dampier appears through life to have 
become wearied of every scene the moment he had ex* 
hausted the information it afforded, and to have longed for 
change as soon as he had over-mastered its difficulties. 
His next voyage, undertaken in August, 1675, was to ths- 
island of Trist, in the Bay of Campeachy, for a cargo of log* 
wood. In these late voyages he acted in the capacity of a 
common sailor in a small vessel ; but he now kept a tegQp 
lar journal, and was no common observer. On this voyage 
to Uampeachy his nautical remarks and observations on 
the appeanrances and bearings of the coasts, the headlands, 
bays, and islands, are ample and exact,— distinguished by 
the clearness and perspicuity which are visible in all his 
subsequent relations. They anchored at One-Busli»K^, 
an islet about a mile from the shore, and so named fironi 
having a single stunted tree. 

The life of the logwood-cutters of the Bay of Cam- 
peachy, free and unrestrained, had many channs for the 
young adventurer, and their jovial manners and firank hos- 
pitaUty, with the lucrative nature of the occupation of these 
merry foresters, made him resolve to return and join their 
ranks as soon as his present engagement terminated. 

Logwood-cuttinjff had now in many instances taken place 
of the hunting of wild cattle, which were become scarce. 
Some adventurers pursued both vocations, and others wen 
vood-cutters alone, A third class oeciwnonally added th» 
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variety and profit of a priTateering eroite to tlmr ^OMtir 
aosployments* 

The logwood-cutten in the Bay of Campeachy al thia 
time amounted to about 250 men, mostly natives of Eng* 
land, though there were also Scotchmen and Irishmen among 
their number. By Spain they were considered interloper*, 
and the trade contraband ; but this did not much distuib 
their consciences. Their general practice was to make up 
a cargo in joint stock companies, the partnership lasting 
till the contract for the number of tons agreed on was ccon- 
pleted. 

The traders who bought the die-wood carried the wood- 
cutters rum, sugar, tobacco, and other things necessary to 
them. The trade was usually opened by a solemn drinking- 
match on board the ships, where healths were pledged, and 
salvoes fired in honour of each pledge, with all the custom* 
arv demonstrations of Bucanier banqueting. The trader 
who was4he most liberal of his rum-punch on such feativa 
occasions might assure himself of the best bargain of log- 
wood ; the cutters priding themselves upon cheating thoae 
they thought niggardly of their liquor and good cheer. 

While taking in the cargo Bampier was often on shorit 
and frequently visited the cabins of the woodment ^ho b^** 
pitably entertained him with the rough substantial fare 
which abounded among them, — ^pork and pease,— or baef^ 
for which they hunted in the savannas, — ^with doughboyt, 
a kind of thick unleavened cakey which, when on short, 
the Bucaniers and hunters often kneaded for themaalvea. 
They were equally profuse of their liquor wlule the supply 
lasted. 

The returning voyage of Dampier to Jamaica was singa* 
larly disastrous, and between Trist and Port-Royal tha 
passage occupied thirteen weeks. Of the adventurea and 
perils of this voyage he has left a very lively account A 
passenger who returned with them to Jamaica— a prisoner 
who had escaped from the Spaniards-— from his experienea 
of this coast, was the means of saving them from being 
captured by a Spanish vessel, which rave chase to thair 
hark. Though the crew had both fished and hunted at 
aeveral places before they reached Jamaica, they were du* 
fine most part of the passage greatly pinched for proviakoa ; 
and on coming to anchor after so many hanwqpi^ thar 
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flent ashore for a supply, made a feast, and were just com- 
pounding a flowing bowl of punch, when the captain of a 
New-England trader came on board to visit them, and wai 
invited to share in the carouse. What follows is an amusing 
trait of the nautical manners of the place and time :— * 
** Mr. Hooker, being drank to by Captain Rawlins, who 
pledged Captain Hudswell, and having the bowl in his 
hands, said that he was under an oath to drink but three 
draughts of strong liquor in one day, and putting the bowl 
to his head turned it off at one draught, and so making 
himself drunk, disappointed our expectations till we made 
another bowl. I think it might contain six quarts." 

As soon as he was discharged, Dampier returned to the 
Bay of Campeachy to try his fortunes among the logwood 
cutters. Preparatory to this voyage he had provided him- 
self with hatchets, knives, axes, saws, wedges, the sleeping- 
pavilion necessary for defence against the insects in this 
climate, and a gun, with a supply of powder and shot. A 
power of attorney, lodged with a merchant who acted as 
factor for the logwood-cutters, completed his arrangements. 

The logwood forest in which the men laboured who were 
joined by Dampier was on the west lagune of Trist Island, 
in the Bay of Campeachy. 

The first wood-cutters were men who had adopted this 
occupation when bucaniering was overdone from the num- 
ber of competitors, and become dangerous from prohibitoxy 
edicts. They originally settled near the forests of the die- 
wood at Cape Catoch. When these, were exhausted they 
had removed to the Isle of Trist ; — the first intimation to 
the Spaniards of their arrival on a new point being the 
strokes of their axes on the trees, or the report of their 
guns in the woods and savannas. These wood-cutters 
were divided into parties of from three to ten or twelve. 
The company which consented to receive Dampier as a 
helper, ignorant as he still was of their employment, con* 
eisted of six individuals, who had a cargo of logwood of a 
hundred tons already felled and chipp^ and ready to be 
brought to the creek, whence it was to be shipped for New- 
England. His wages were to be the price of a ton of wood 
per month. 

The wood-cutters had constructed their cabins close by 
the sidM of the creeks of the eaatand west lagunes of Tnilt 

Sft 
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for the enjoyment of the Tefrething eee-breetes, and to b« 
M near the diewood-grovee as was found convenient. As 
the nearest trees gradually fell beneath their axes, they fn» 
quently, instead of abandoning a favourite habitation, re* 
mdred to the scene of their daily labours in their canoes. 
To each company belonged a canoe, pirogue, or large boat, 
which was necessary in conveying their lading to the 
traders, and attio in the chase ; for they hunted cattle bj 
water as well as land, for this purpose driving them into 
narrow creeks. Their cabins were of fragile construction, 
but thickly thatched with palm-leaves, to shelter the inmates 
from the violent rains of the wet season. Above the floor 
a wooden frame was raised three or four feet, and this bar* 
bteiUy with the pavilion or mosquito-curtains stretched and 
supported over it, formed the sleeping-place of the wood* 
cutters; another, equal in height, covered with earth, 
fonned the domestic hearth ; end a third served as seats. 

The first adventurers who frequented the bay, after the 
existence and the value of the diewood in this tract had 
been accidentally discovered by an English ship, were ao* 
tual Bucaniers, ** who, though they could work well enough, 
yet thought it a dry business to toil at cutting wood.** 
They were, moreover, good marksmen, and took great de 
light in hunting, though piracy was still their favourite pur- 
suit. Besides plundering on the seas, they often sallied out 
among the hearest Indian villages, which they pillaged 
without remorse, carrying off the Indian women to serve in 
bearing wood and other drudgery, while their husbands 
were sold to the logwood merchants who visited the bar, 
and resold at Jamaica. To these ruffians the cabins of the 
ships which came to minister to their pleasures and neces- 
sities were now what the taverns of Port Royal, from whidi 
they were banished, had been. In these vessels they would 
gather at a grand drinking-match, and spend 80(. or 40/. at 
a sitting, carousinar and finng off guns for three or four days 
successively. Whatever might have been the prevailing 
character of the wood-cutters at the time of Dampier's visit, 
the small company to which he was attached appear to have 
been of a more respectable description than ordmary. Two 
or three of them were natives of Scotland, who, if not ao- 
tuated by higher motives, were restrained from falling into 
the eztravaganee and riot of their companions by thedssJie 
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•f accumulating money sufficient to enable them to eater 
upon a better way of life. 

The logwood-groves were near the sea, — ^this wood now- 
Ihg and thriving best in low wet ground, and among timber 
of lower growth. The trees were from two to six feet in 
circumference. They resembled the white thorn of £nff« 
land, save in size. The heart of the trunk, which is red, is 
alone used as a diestuff, the spongy outer part beinflr 
chipped away. It is a heavy wood, and bums well ; ana 
for this reason the hunters, wood-cutters, and Bucaniers 
always, when it could be obtained, preferred it for harden- 
ing the steel of their firearms. Bloodwood, another die- 
stufTmuch esteemed, was found in the Gulf of Nicaragua, 
and sold at double the price of the logwood, — ^the latter sell- 
in ?at 15/.* per ton, when the bloodwood cost 80/. 

Through five days, the loewood-cutters, while the indus- 
trious fit was upon them, plied their labours in the groves, 
and on Saturday hunted in the savannas as a recreation, 
and also to store their larders for the ensuing week.f When 
a bullock was shot, it was cut up where it lay, divided into 
quarters, and the large bones taken out, when each man 
thrust his head through a portion, and trudged home. If 
his load became too weighty, part was cut on and flung to 
the beasts and birds of prey which ever prowled and hovered 
near the hunter. But this mode of lightening their burdens 
was rarely resorted to from necessity. The wood-cutters 
were sturdy, robust fellows, accustomed to carry loads of 
wood of from three to four hundred weight ; though their 
burdens, like every thing else, were regulated by their own 
pleasure and discretion. During the rainy season, when 
the logwood-grounds were flooded, they would step firom 

* Valaable as this wood was} tbe French Bacanters who eae mwa 
Carapeaehy, ra one oeoasion, displayed their enthualastie loyalty bf 
burning 4%000/. worth la celebrating the birthday of (heir king, or ths 
feaiivalordt. Louis. 

t Dampier says, that Saturday was employed by his party flnr hunting : 
but hie predeoeeaors had not been no acrupulooe in their observanee of 
tbe Sabbath. Raynal telia, that a Bocanier, when one of hia helMra 
{engagf^, or indented men) expostulated with a hunter Ibr compelling 
him to work on Sunday, saying, God had (brbldden this practice whsQ 
He gave the oammandment, ** Six days ehalt thsa labour, and on the 
fvventh rest"—" And I,** rtpUed the rattan, << say to thee, six days ihM 
Shalt kill balls and flay thsm, and on ths stvsoib day thoo shalt sany 
«hsra 10 ths atort." 
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their high bed-frames into two feet of water, and remMn 
thus all day, — improving this cool season a« that most 
favourable to a good day*s work. If there were more than 
four about the killing of a bullock, while two or three dressed 
the meat the others went in search of more game, — a car- 
cass being the ordinary weekly allowance of four persons. 

In this part of the Bay of Campeachy the dry season 
commences in September and continues till April or May, 
when the wet weather sets in with fierce tornadoes, and 
continues thus till June, from which period rain falls almost 
incessantly till the end of August. By this time the rivers 
have risen, and the savannas and all the low grounds are 
overflowed ; and in this state they remain, the savannas 
appearing like inland lakes till December and January, 
when the water begins visibly to drain off, and by tlie mid- 
dle of February leaves the land dry. About the beginning 
of April the pools in the savannas are dried up, and the 
whole country is so parched, that, but for a beautiful pro- 
vision of nature, the human beings and the birds and beastSi 
BO lately surrounded with water, must perish of thirst. 

During the fervid consuming heats of this season the 
wood-cutters betook themselves to the forests in search of 
the loild pine, which afforded them a hearty and refreshing 
draught. This interesting plant is minutely described by 
Dampier, in that clear and succinct manner which charac- 
terizes all his notices of natural productions : — ** The wild 
pine," he says, ** is a plant so called because it somewhat 
resembles the bush that bears the pine ; they are conmionly 
supported, or grow from some bunch, knot, or excrescence 
of the tree, where they take root and crow upright. The 
root is short and thick, from whence the leaves rise up in 
folds one within another, spreading off at the top. Tney 
are of a good thick substance, and about ten or twelve inches 
long. The outside leaves are so compact as to contain the 
rain-water as it falls. They will hold a pint and a half, or a 
quart ; and this water refreshes the leaves and nourishes 
the root. When we find these pines, we stick our knives 
into the leaves just above the root, and that lets out the 
water, which we catch in our hats, as I have done many 
times to my great relief." Dampier's account of all tfaSs 
natural productions of this country is equally curious. The 
animals, besides those termed domestic, were the sqoasli. 
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the wtrve, and pecaree, a specMi of wild hog* the opo««ai|i, 
tiger-eat, monkeyf, ant-bears, armadilloes,* porcupiDeft 
land-turtle, and the sloth, besides lizards, snakes, ai)d iga9« 
nas of many varieties. The general features of the count]^ 
in this part of the bay are, the land near the sea and the 
lagunes, always wet and ^ mangrovy.** A little way back 
from the shore the soil is a strong yellow clay, with a thin 
surface of black mould. Here logwood-trees and low* 
growing timber of many kinds thrive. As it recedes farther 
Rom the sea the land rises, and trees of taller growth are 
met with, till the forests terminate in large savannas covered 
with long grass. These flats or natural meadows are gene- 
rally three miles wide, and often much more. The soil of 
the savannas is black, deep, and rich, and the grass luxuriant 
in growth, but of a coarse kind. As an easy mode of hue- 
bandiy which suited them well, the cattle-hunters at the 
close of the dry season set fire to the grass of the savannasi 
which, immediately after the setting in of the rains, were 
covert by a new and delicate herbage. These plains are 
bounded b^ high ridges and declivities of the richest land* 
eovered with stately trees ; and these alternate ridges aqa 
flats, fine woodlands and grassy plains, stretch from ten 
twenty miles into the interior, which was as far as Daip* 
pier*s knowledge extended. 

In the woods monkeys abound, ranging in bands of from 
twenty to thirty, leaping from tree to tree, incessantly chat- 
tering with frightful noise, making antic gestures, and 
throwing sticks and other missiles at the passers-by. When 
first alone in the woods Dampier felt afraid to shoot at thesk 
They accompanied him on his ramble, leaping firom branch 
to branch, swinging overhead with threatening gestarssi 
as if about to leap upon him, and only took leave at the 
wood-cutters' huts. Though they were easily shot, it w^m 
difficult to take them, as after being wounded they pertina- 
ciously clung to the high branches by their tails or daws 
while life remained. ** I have pitied," says onr navigator, 
** the poor creature, to see it look on and himdle the wonndtd 

* TlM srmadilloM, of which many specias ars now ssosrtalnsd, bslonf 
to the nnoa dasyvus of nstarallsts. Tbey ars toUrsly oonfined to Um 
New Worid, of which they inhabit chiefly the warmer portioos. TiMjr 
are snimsls of omnivoroos hsMcs, dwtlUnf In woods, and prsf iQf OB 
tneecis, eg ge, smsll Urde, sod the roou ef pisats. 
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Hmib, and torn it about from side to side.*' The dotha feed 
on leaves, and are very destructive to trees, never fbnakiiiij 
one on iwhich they have pitched till it is stripped as bare ai 
winter. A sloth requires eight or nine minutes to move 
one of its feet three inches forward, and it can neither be 
provoked nor frightened to move faster. Of some of ths 
species of snakes, Dampier relates that they luriL in traeSi 
" and are so mighty in strength as to hold a bullock fturt hy 
one of his horns,** if it comes so near the tree as to allow ths 
snake to twist itself about the horn and a limb of the tiw 
at the same time. The Bucaniers sometimes ate them, 
though Dampier makes no favourable report of this kind oi 
food. An anecdote which he relates of a snake in the haj 

§ive8 a rational account of what is termed fascination in 
irds. The green-snake, which is from four to five £b9I 
long and no thicker than a man*s thumb, lurked amonfl 
green leaves, from which it could hardly be distinguished^ 
and preyed upon small birds. Dampier was one day about 
to take hold of a bird, which, to his astonishment, thoii|ffa 
it fluttered and cried, did not attempt to fly awa^. He d» 
covered that about the upper part of the pNOor bird a green- 
snake had twisted itself. Spiders of prodigious size* were 
seen here, some almost as big as a man*s hand, with long 
small legs like the spiders of Europe : — ** They have two 
teeth, or rather horns, an inch and a half in length, and of 
a proportionable bigness, which are black as jet, smooth as 
glass, and their small end sharp as a thorn.** These the 
Bucaniers and wood-cutters used as toothpicks, as th^ 
were said to cure toothache. They also used them to pidk 
their tobacco-pipes. The country abounded in ants of^dif- 
ferent species, some of which had a sting ** sharp as a spaik 
of fire.*' They build their habitations between the Hmbe 
of great trees ; and some of the hillocks were ** as large as 
a hogshead.*' In this manner the ants provide against the 
consequences of the rainy season, when their hillocks, if on 
the ground, must be overflowed. One species marched in 
troops, always in haste, as if in search of something, bat 

* The Epehra cwnHeauda, dencribed by M. Vantier (Annales dea 
SdeTices Natvrelles, torn. i. p. 261), is remarkable for the posterior an- 
largement of its abdomen, which is terminated by a conple of arebed and 
•kmpted spinea.— Sao plate 50 of the new edition of the ^ncy tf o fu M is 
Britanniea. 
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steadily following their leaders wherever they went. Some- 
times a band of these ants would march through the cabin* 
of the wood-cutters, over their beds, or into their chests,— 
wherever the foremost went the rest all following. Tha 
logwood-cutters let them pass on, though some hours might 
be spent in the march. 

Frequently as the humming-bird has been described since 
it was seen by Dampier, his account of this, the most deli- 
cate and lovely of the feathered tribes, is as fresh and beau- 
tiful as when the young seaman, charmed with its loveli<* 
ness, first entered a description of it into his rude journal : 
*— ** The humming-bird is a pretty little feathered creature, 
no bigger than a great overgrown wasp ; with a black bill 
no bigger than a small needle, and with legs and feet in 
proportion to his body. This creature does not wave its 
wings like other birds when it flies, but keeps, them in a 
continued quick motion, like bees or other insects ) and like 
them makes a continued humming noise as it flies. It is 
very quick in motion, and haunts about flowers and fruit 
like a bee gathering honey ; making many addresses to its 
delightful objects, by visiting them on all sides, and yet still 
keeps in motion, sometimes on one side sometimes on th» 
other, as often rebounding a foot or two back on a sudden^ 
and as quickly returns agam, keeping thus about one flower 
five or six minutes or more." 

The wood-cutters and hunters in their out-door and syl- 
van life became familiar with all the living creatures of 
these prolific regions, and gave them English names signifi- 
cant of their habits. They adopted the superstition of the 
Spaniards against killing the carrion-crows, which were 
found so useful in clearing the country of the putrid omw 
casses of animals. Trains of these birds gathered from 
all quarters about the hunters, and regularly followed them 
into the savannas for their own share of the prey. A bind 
which they named the Subtle Jack was about as big as the 
pigeons of the bay. It suspended its nest from the boughs 
of lofty trees, choosing such as, up to a considerable height, 
were without limbs. The branches selected were those 
that spread widest ; and of these the veiy extremity was 
chosen. The nests hung down two or three feet from the 
twigs to which they were fastened, and looked like ** csb- 
bHir^-ncts stuflfed with hnv/' The thread bv which it fs 
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•atpended, Uke the nest itoelf, if mad« of Umg gnMllig»> 
niously twisted and interwoven, email at tn« twig, Gal 
tiiicjceninff as it approaches the nest. On trees thai grow 
singly and apart the Mrds build all round ; but wheire th» 
trees stand in proximity to others, the Subtle Jack obooeM 
only those that border upon a savanna, pool, or creek ; and 
of these the limbs that stretch over the water or the «■■< 
avoiding such as may be easily approached from neigrnxwr* 
ing trees. The nest has a hole at tho side fot the bifd to 
enter : — *^ 'Tis pretty," says Dampier, **to see twenty or 
thirty of them hanging round a tree."* 

In these savannas and primeval forests an endless 
variety of birds and insects engaged the attention of the 
young seaman, to which we cannot now advert. The 
creeks, rivers, and lagunes, as well as the open shores, were 
eijually prolific of fishes unknown in the English waters. 
No place in the world was better stored with alligators 
than the Bay of Campeachy. These the Bucamers, wno 
scrupled at no sort of food, never ate, save in cases of great 
necessity, as even their intrepid stomachs were offended by 
the strong musky flavour of the flesh of this hideous ciea* 
ture. The alligators of the bay were generally hannlseo 
when not molested ; though accidents sometimes oocunedf 
Of which one is recorded by Dampier that merits notiee. 
In the height of the dry season, when in those torrid 
regions all animated nature pants with consuming thirst, a 
party of the wood-cutters, English and Irish, went to himl 
in the neighbourhood of a lake called Pies Pond, in Beef 

* It is sornetinMS by no means easy to connect tbe observations of 
tbe sailor abroad with the lucubrations of the man of scienne at boms; 
and each perhaps regards the designations of the other as barbarous. 
There is, however, ft^uently more meaning in the names bestowed by 
the practical observer than in those of the closet-naturalist Tbs eUar 
objection to popular names is, that they too often proceed opon mars 
analogies in habits, rather than on identity ofspedtic fbrms. Thus the 
carrionrcrowt (Veqaently mentioned by Dampier and other voysfers 
along the American shores, is notti crow but a species of vultnrs. la 
regard to the SMttle Jacks there are several species of birds whidi CQO- 
struct their nests in the ingenious and elaborate manner above men- 
tlooed. Of these one of the most noted is the Rang-nest-orl<rie {prkh 
tks rudipendulus of Latham), described by Sir Hans Sloans In liis ns> 
(dry of Jamaica. It builds in woods, and forms its nest of the iataroal 
fibres of a parasitic planvpppulariy known in the West Indies by the 
thle of old man*8 bcca^d. The aest is sospendod ttom the ektreme twigs 
of the tree. 
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tslahd, one of the smaller islands of the bay. To thirf 
pond the wild cattle repaired in herds to drink, and here thtf 
hunters lay in w&it for thorn. The chaso hald been prose^ 
cuted with great success for a week^ when an trishman of 
the party, going into the water daring the day, stumbled 
upon an alligator, which seized him by the knee. His crie^ 
alarmed his companions, who, fearing that he had beeil 
seized by the Spaniards, to whom the island belonged, and 
who chose the dry season to htmt, and repel their unwel'< 
come neighbours, instead of affording assistance, fled from 
the huts which they had erected. The Irishman, seeins^ no 
lippearance of help, with happy presence of mmd quietly 
waited till the alligator loosened its teeth to take a new ania 
surer hold ; and when it did so, sn&tched away his knee^ 
interposing the butt>end of his gun in its stead, which the 
animal seized so firmly that it was jerked out of the man*e 
hand and carried off. He then drawled up a neighbouring 
tree, again shouting ttfter his comrades, who now found 
courage to return. His gun was found next day, dragged 
ten or twelve paces from tne plflce where it had been seized 
by the alligator. 

At the same place. Pies Pond in Beef Island, l)ampief 
had a remarkable escape from an alligator. Paming with 
some of his comrades through a small savannfr, where tlnH 
Water lay two ot three feet deep, in search of a bullock Uf 
shoot for i^upper, a strong sceiit of an alligator was per' 
ceived, and presently Bampier stumbled over one and M 
down. He cried oiit for help, but his companions ran i&» 
wards the woods to save theinselves. No sooner had htf 
scrambled up to follow them, than in the agitation of thi) 
moment he fell a second and even a third time, expecting 
every instant to be devoured, and yet escaped untouched i 
but he candidly says, " I was so frighted, that I neter cared 
to go through the water again as lotig as I was ili thai 
Bay." - 

On the first Saturday afler he cotnmenced wood-ctii(&f« 
Dampier followed his employers in the humble cauuJity of 
raising and driving the cattle out of the savaiiflas'iiirtd thd 
woods, where the hunters lay in wait to shoot tbeAi. Thtf 
following Saturday his ambition took a higher flight, tif 
thought it more honourable to haye a shot niinsen than id 
drive th« game ht cithers ^ atid^ after gokg fite miitfi hf 
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water and one by land, to the huntinjMfOondi ha gsM fai^ 
companions the stip, and rambled so nir mto this woods that 
he lost himself, going at every step ferther astnqf Htmmjbf 
small strips of savanna and skirts of woodhimfi ■ nuam 
of plain and forest which seemed interminaUe. The reift' 
of this youthful adventure, from which Dampier drew to 
beneficial lesson for the regulation of his future life, can- 
not be better narrated than in his owA words. '* This wa»- 
in May (the dry season)^ and it was between ten o'clock 
and one when I began to find that I was, as we call it, 
maroonedi or lost, and quite out of the hearing of my 
comrades' guns. I was somewhat surprised at this ; bat, 
however, I knew that I should find my way out as soon m»- 
the sun was a little lower. So' I sat down to rest myself 
resolving, however,, to run no farther out of my way^ 
for the sun being so near the a^nith I could not distinguish 
how to direct my course. Being weary, and almost faint 
for want of water, I was forced to have recourse to the wild 
pines^ and was by them supplied, or else I must have 
perished with thirst. About three o'clock I went doe 
north, or as near as I could judffe, for the savanna lay eas^ 
and west, and I was on the souu side of it. 

<* At sunset I got out into the clear open savanna, being: 
about two leases wide in most places, but how long! 
know Ttot, It IS well stored with bullocksj but by frequent 
hunting they grow shy, and remove farther up into the* 
country. There I found myself four or five miles to the 
west of the place where I had straggled from my compan*- 
ions. I made homeward with all the speed I could ; but 
being overtaken by the night, I lay down on the grass a 
good distance from the woods, for the benefit of the wind 
to keep the mosquitoes from me ; but in vain, for in less- 
than an hour's time I Was so persecuted, that though I en* 
deavoured to keep them off by fanning myself with boughs^ 
and shifting my quarters three or four times, yet still they so 
haunted me that I could get no sleep; At daybreak I got 
up and directed my course to the ereek where we landed^ 
from which I was Uien about two leagues. I did not see 
one beast of any sort whatever in all the way, though the 
day before I saw several young calves that could not roUow 
their dams; but even these were noweone away, to my 
great vexation and disappointment, for I was very hungry.^ 
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But, about a mile farther, I espied ten or twelve quaums* 
perdiing on the boughs of a cotton-tree. These were not 
shy : therefore I got well under them, and having a single 
bullet, but no shot, about me, fired at one of them and missed 
it, though I had oflen before killed them so. Then I came 
tip with and fired at five or six turkeys with BO better suc- 
cess, so that I was forced to march forward, still in the 
savanna, towards the creek ; and when I came to the path 
that led to it through the woods, I found to my great joy a 
hat stuck upon a pole, and when I came to the creek an- 
other. These were set tip by my consorts, who had gone 
home in the evening, as signals that they would come and 
fetch me. Therefore I sat down and waited for them ; for 
although I had not above three leagues home by water, yet 
it would have been very difficult, if not impossible, for me 
to have got thither overland, by reason of those vast im- 
passable thickets abounding everywhere along the creek's 
side, wherein I have known some puzzled for two or three 
days, and have not advanced half a mile, although they 
laboured extremely every day. Neither was I disappointed 
of my hopes, for within half an hour after my arrival in 
the creek my consorts came, bringing every man his bottle 
of water and his gun, both to hunt for game and to give me 
notice by firing, that I might hear them ; for I have known 
several men lost in the like manner, and never heard of 
afterward." 

Dampier had the more reason to congratulate himself on 
the issue of this adventure, that shortly before the captain 
and six of the crew of a Boston ship had wandered into 
the woods, part of whom were never again heard of. The 
captain, who was found in a thicket in a state of extreme 
exhaustion, stated that his men had dropped, one by one, 
fainting for thirst in the parched savannas. 

When his first month's service was ended, Dampier re- 
ceived as pay the price of a ton of wood, with which he 
bought provisions, and entered into a new engagement, on 
the footing of comradeship, but with other partners. Of 
the former company to which he had been attached, some 

*' The qnanm, quan, or gaan, is a specie* of the genns Perulope, U 
ia fVequently domeniicaied in Brazil for Ihe sake of the flesb, which hi 
excellent eating. Another specieii of the genua {Penelope pipUfi oif 
TeiQininclO is koowp under tlie name of the Vacou Turkey. 
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went to Beef Island to hunt bullocks for their sUis^ whieii 
they prepared for sale by pegging them strongly- dknm lo 
the ground, turning first the fleshy and then the hahy ode 
uppennost, till they were perfectly dry. It required tim^- 
two pegs, each as thick as a man's aim, to stretch one ladft ; 
afterwtml they were hung in heaps upon a pole, that tbeiv 
might not touch the ground, and from time to time wA 
beat with sticks to drive out the worms which bred in the 
pkins and spoiled them. Before being shipped off, they 
were soaked in salt water to kill the remaining wormi. 
While still wet they were folded up, left thus mr a time, 
and once more thoroughly dried and packed ibr expoita* 
tion. 

To this trade Dampier preferred wood-cutting. Hie part- 
ners were three Scotchmen, Price Morrice, Duncan Oamp^ 
bell, and a third, who is called by his Christian-name oi 
Georse only. The two latter were persons of educatioD, 
who had been bred merchants, and liked neither the em- 
ployment nor the society of the bay ; they therefore onlv 
waited the first opportunity of getting away by a logwood* 
ship. The first vessel that arrived was from Boston, and 
this they freighted with forty tons of diewood, which it was 
agreed Duncan Campbell should go to New-England to 
sell, bringing back flour and other Uiings suited to ue mar- 
ket of the bay, to exchange for hides and logwood ; white 
George remained making^ up a fresh cargo against Camp- 
bell's return. And here Dampier makes an observation on 
the character of his associates which deserves to be noticed 
as the result of the experience of a man who had seen and 
reflected much upon life and manners. " This," he sara, 
** retarded our business, for I did not find Price Momce 
very intent on work ; for 'tis like he thought ha had logw 
wood enough. And I have particularly observed there, and 
in other places, that such as had been well-bred were gene- 
rally most carefiil to improve their time, and would be very 
industrious and frugal when there was any probability of 
considerable gain. But, on the contrary, such as had been 
inured to hard labour, and got their living by the sweat of 
their brows, when they came to have plenty, would extrava- 
gantly squander away their time and money in drinking 
^d makmg a bluster." 

To make up for the indolence of his comrade Dampier 
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kept the closer to woik himself, till attacked by a verj sin- 
gular disease. A red and iil-conditioned swelling or Inie 
broke out upon his right leg, which be was directed to 
poultice with the roasted roots of the white lily. This he 
persisted in doing for some days, ** when two white specks 
appeared in the centre of the bile, and on squeezing it two 
small white worms spurted out, about the thickness of a 
hen's quill, and three or four inches long."* These were 
quite different from the Guinea-worm, common in some of 
the West India islands, and in the time of Dampier vefy 
common in Cura9ao. From these last he afterward suf- 
fered severely. 

Shortly auer his recovery from this attack the bay was 
visited by one of those tremendous hurricanes known only 
in tropical countries, which raged for twenty-four hours 
without intermission. This was in June, 1676. Two 
days before the storm came on the wind ** whined" about 
to the south and back again to the east, but blew faintly, 
while the weather continued very fair, though it was re- 
marked that the men-of-war birds came trooping towaids 
the shore in great numbers, and hovered over the land. 
The hunters and logwood-cutters, among their numerous 
superstitions, augur^ the arrival of ships from the appear- 
ance of thoie birds, and imagined that as many bircw as 
hovered over-head so many vessels might be expected* 
At this time there appeared whole flocks. 

It was noticed by Dampier, that for two days the tide 
kept ebbing, till the creek by which the woodmen's huts 
stood was left nearly dry. In it there was commonly at 
ebb-tide seven or eight feet of water, but now scarcelT 
three remained even in the deepest places. At four o'clock 
in the afternoon following this strange ebbing of the 
waters, the slEy looked very black, the wind sprung up at 
S. E., fresh and rapidly increasing, and in Isss tlMUH two 
hours blew down all the cabins of thp woodmen save one : 
this they propped with posts, and, as it were, anchored bj 

* The woiTM above mentkmad, Asdngaished bv their oompsrstivs 
■hortneaa tr.d thickness fhmi the nMure sleiider Guinea-wonn, wera 
probably the lirva of t epeciee of gadfly, which has bem named (katnu 
hominis, on account of its occaaioDally depoaiUng Its egsa on ths r"-^ 
of the human race. See an account of a aimilar species U a late 
ber of the Edittburgh New rkHMcpkieol JounuU, 



982 ETFECTS OF THE STOSM. 

ctastjaiff Tope« ovev the roof, which were then made fkat on 
both iides to etumps of trees. In this frail shed they eU 
huddled together while the hurricane raged abroad. It 
xained in torrents during the whole period of the tempest ; 
and in two hours after the wind had risen the water flowed 
so fast into the creek that it was as high as the banks. 
Though the wind now blew off shore, the waters continued 
to mSx in, nor did the rain abate ; and by ten o'dook next 
morning the banks of the creek were OYerflowed. 

The situation of the woodmen now became perilous. 
They brought their canoe to the side of the hut, and 
fastened it to the stump of a tree as a means of escape ; 
this being their only hope of safety, as beyond the bonks 
which edjged the creek the land fell, and there '* was now 
no walkmg through the woods because of the water. 
Besides, the trees were torn up by the roots, and tumbled 
down so strangely across each other that it was ahoBfOit 
impossible to pass through them." In this violent tempeit 
many fish were either cast alive upon the shore or mind 
floating de^ in the lagunes. It was remarimbLe that the 
hurricane, as was afterward ascertained^ did not extend 
ninety miles to windward. 

Of four ships riding at anchor at One-Bosh-Key,- thief 
were driven from their moorings, and one of iSbam was 
carried up into the woods of Beef Island. 

The wood-cutters suffered in many ways. Hie whole 
country was laid under water to a considerable depthi there 
beinff three feet even on the highest land ; so that they 
could not for some time prosecute their labours. Much 
of their provision was destroyed, and what remained they 
had no way of cooking save in their canoes. 

As soon as the storm abated, Dampier*! oompany em- 
barked in the canoe and made for One-BoalHKey, abdot 
four leagues distant, hoping to procure assistance from the 
ships there. These, as has been noticed, had all been 
driven from their anchors save one ; and the kindneaa of 
the crew of this fortunate vessel had already been severely 
taxed by an influx of the flooded wood-cutters from dii* 
ferent points. Dampier and his companions could get 
'* neither bread nor punch, nor so much as a dram of ram, 
though they oflTered to pay for it." From this inhospita- 
ble quarter they rowed for Beef Island, their singular land- 
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mark being the flag of a ship displayed in ib^ woods. The 
▼etsel herself was found two hundred yards finm the seSf 
from which she had cut her way in the storm, levelliiig the 
trees on each side, and making a clear path before her 
through the forest. In this transit the stumps had gone 
through her bottom, and there was no way of saving ner. 
Meanwhile she held together, and the forlorn wocwmen 
were well entertained with victuals and punch, and invited 
to remain for the night ; but, hearing a signal-gun fired 
from a distant lagune, they concluded that one of the ships 
was driven in there by distress, and rowed off to her assist^ 
ance. With a Captain Chandler, whom they found here 
greatly in want of their services, Dampier and his partners 
laboured for two days, and then went to Beef Island to 
hunt for cattle. This island is about seven leagues long, 
and in breadth from three to four : at the east end " low 
drowned land :*' the middle is one large savanna, bor- 
dered with trees ; the south side, between the savannas 
and the mangrove-belt or swampy around, is very rich. 

But the social condition of Beef Island, at the time speci- 
fied, is more an object of interest than its natural pro- 
ductions. It had been lately settled by a colony of In- 
dians : — ** It is no new thing," says Dampier, ** for the 
Indians of tlieee woody parts of America to fly away, whole 
towns at ODOOi and settle themselves in the unfrequented 
woods to enjoy their freedom ; and if they are accidentally 
discovered they will remove again ; which they can twaHtf 
dp, their household-goods being little else but their ham- 
mocks and their caUbashes. They build every man his 
own house, and tie up their hammocks between two trees, 
wherein they sleep till their houses are made. The 
woods aflbrd them some subsistence, such as peearee and 
waree ; but they that aie thus strolling, or marooning n 
the Spaniards call it, have plantain-walks tiiet iw man 
knows but themselves, and from thence have their food 
till they have raised plantation-provision near their nevfw 
built town. They clear no more ground than what ttney 
actually employ for their subsistence. They make no 
paths ; but when they go far ftom home they break now 
and then a bough, letting it hang down, which serves as a 
mark to guide them in their return. If they happen to be 
discovert by other Indians inhabiting amovg ttie Span- 
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iaidB, or do bat diftrast it, they immediateW shift theif 
quarters to another place, this large country affording them 
good &X hmd enough, and very woody, and therefoxa s 
proper sanctuary for them. 

It was some of these fugitive Indians that came to Mttl» 
at Beef Island, where, besides gaining their freedom ttam 
the Spaniards, they might see their fiends and acquamU 
ances that had been taken some time before by the piiv»» 
teers and scld to the logwood-cutters, with whom some df 
the women lived still, though others had been conducted bf 
them to their own habitations. It was these women, after 
their return, that made known the kind entertainment they 
met with from the English, and persuaded their friends to 
leave their dwellings near the Spaniards and settle on thi» 
island. They had been here almost a year before ther 
were discovered by the English, and even then were acci« 
dentally found out by the hunters as they followed their 
game: — *<They were not very shy all the time I was 
there," continues Dampier ; ." but I know that upon the 
least disgust they would have been gone." This avoid- 
ance of their "kind entertainers," the English, does not 
look as if the Indians had been peculiarly anxious to culti- 
vate their further acquaintance. The poor Indians were 
undoubtedly equally anxious to conceal themeelves and 
their plantations from the Spaniards, from whoin they fled, 
and the English hunters and logwood-cutters, whom ihesj 
shunned. 

John d'Acosta, a Spaniard of the town of Campeachy» 
who held a grant of this island, managed better than any 
of his countrymen in securing his property from the depre- 
dations of the Bucaniers. In the dry season he spent 
usually a couple of months here with his servants, " hocks- 
ing" cattle for their hides and tailow. Beef was to him 
of coarse of small value ; and happening at one time to 
encounter the logwood-men huntmg in his savannas, he 
requested them to desist, saying that firing made the cattle 
wiiid ; but that if they wanted beef he would supply them 
with as much as they pleased by hocksing. They accepted 
the offer, and acted with honour to John d*Acosta, who 
soon became very popular among them, though their friend- 
ship did him no good with his own countrymen. He was 
thrown into prison upon suspicion of conniving with the 
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Bucaniers, and forfeited his right to Beef Island, ^hieh 
henceforth the Spaniards abandoned to the English hunters 
and freebooters. 

The manner of hunting wild cattle, termed hocksing or 
houghing, was peculiar to the Spaniards, the English 
always using firearms in the chase. The Spanish hocksers, 
in the course of many years' practice, became dexterous at 
their art. They were always mounted on good horses, 
which were as diligently and early trained to the spoit as 
the rider, and as well aware when to advance and retreat 
with advantage. The hunter was armed with a hocksing- 
iron in the shape of a crescent, about seven inches in 
length, and having a very sharp edge. This was fastened 
to a pole about fourteen feet in length, which the hunter 
laid over the horse's head, the instrument projecting for- 
ward. Riding up to his prey, with this he strikes, and sel- 
dom fails to hamstring it, when the horse instantly wheels 
to the left to avoid the attack of the wounded animal. If 
the stroke has not quite severed all the sinews, the animal 
soon breaks them himself by c(»itinually attempting to leap 
forward. While limping thus, and somewhat exhausted, thi 
hunter rides up to hun asain, and at this time attacks him 
in front, striking the iron into the knee of one of his fore-legs. 
The animal usually drops, when the hunter dismounts, and 
with a shaippointed knife strikes into the head a little 
behind the horns so dexterously, that at one stroke the 
head drops as if severed from the neck, and the poor beast 
is dead. The hunter remounts and pursues other game, 
while the skinners take off the hide. 

The English hunters had so greatly thinned the numbers 
of wild cattle on Beef Island that it was now dangerous for 
a single man to hunt them, or to venture through the sa- 
vannas, so desperate and vicious had they become. An 
old bull once shot at never failed to remember the attack 
and to offer battle ; and the whole herd sometimes drew up 
in array to defend themselves. The account which Dam- 
pier gives of the tactics of the wild cattle almost borders 
upon the marvellous, thouffh tTe is one of the most veracious 
and unpretending of travellers, rather diminishing than ex- 
aggerating the dangers he had passed and the wonders he 
had seen. The .old bulls led fhe'van, belund them were 
ranged the cows, and next iq order the young ottle. 
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Wherever the htmters attempted to break the line the bull 
opposed their embattled front, wheeling round in every di 
rection to face the enemy. The aim of the hunter wa 
.therefore rather an animal detached from the herd than : 
^neral or open attack. If the prey was desperatel; 
wounded, in its rage it made for the hunter ; but if onh 
.«liffhtly, it scampered off. These assaults of the infuriate! 
annuals were sometimes attended by fatal accidents. 

The hurricane had deprived Dampier of his slender 8tod 
of provisions ; and having neither money nor credit to ofa 
tain a fresh supply from the traders who arrived from Ja 
juaica, he was forced for immediate subsistence to join i 
company of "privateers" then in the bay. With the» 
Bucaniers he continued for nearly a year, rambling abou 
the Bay of Campeachy, visiting its numerous creeks, islandi 
and rivers, and making with them frequent descents upoi 
Indian villages and Spanish settlements. At these place 
they obtained supplies of Indian com, which, with the bee 
for which they hunted, turtle, and manatee, formed thei 
principal subsistence ; Dampier in every passing hour add 
ing to his stores of knowledge. 

The manatee, or sea-cow, as seen by Dampier in the Ba; 
of Campeachy, the river Darien, at Mindanao, and on th 
coast of New-Holland, he der^cribes as of the thickness of : 
horse, and in length ten or twelve feet. The mouth is lik' 
that of a cow, the lips are very thick, the eyes no bigge 
than a pea, and the ears two small holes. It frequent 
creeks, inlets, and mouths of rivers, and never leaves th 
water for any length of time. It lives on a sort of gras 
which grows in the sea. The flesh is white, sweet, ani 
wholesome. The tail of a young cow was esteemed a deli 
cate morsel by the Bucaniers, and so was a suddng-cali 
which they cooked by roasting. The tough, thick skin o: 
the manaiee* they applied to various uses. 

* The manttee {manatua Americantu) is a cetaceous animal, belonf 
Uif to the herbiveroiis division of that order. They live in troops. Tb 
male is said to be remarkable for his attachment to the female, and th 
latter is characterized l)y the strength of her afibction fbr her young, wbiel 
she supports by means of her swimming^paws for some days after the! 
birth. The genus inhabits the mouths of the great rivers of the westOTi 
shores of Aflrica, as well as those of the eastern coast of the New WotM 
The species alluded to in the text has now become much mon rare ii 
places of flrequent resort than it appears to have been in ftnner Umef 
The females of one or other of the species, in common with the Inaiai 
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The Mosqnilo Indians were peeoliiirlj deztenmt in SA» 
ing, and also in striking manaUe and catching turtle ; §at 
THoich purpose the Bncaniers always tried to have one or 
two natiTes of the Mosquito Shore attached to tb«r com* 
pany as punreyors on their cruises. 

In the river of Tobasoo, near its mouth, abundance of 
manaUe was found, there being good feeding for them m the 
creeks. In one creek, which ran into the land for two or 
three hundred paces, and where the water was so shallow 
that the backs of the animals were seen as they fed, they 
were found in great numbers. On the least noise they 
dashed out into the deep water of the river. There was also 
a fresh-water species resembling those of the sea, but not so* 
large. The banks of the creek which they frequented were 
swampy and overgrown with trees ; and tlie same place 
afforded great abundance of land-turtle, the largest Dam- 
pier ever saw save at the Gallapagos Islands, in the South 
Sea, — the very head-quarters of turtle. On the borders of 
the Tobasco lie ridges of dry, rich land, covered with lof^ 
** cotton and cabbage-trees, which make a pleasant landn 
scape," and in some places guava-trees, bearing large and 
finely-flavoured fruit; there were also cocoa^plums aad 
mpes. The savannas, on which herds of deer and bul- 
locks were seen feeding, especially in the mominga and 
evenings, were fenced with natural groves of the guava. 
Dampier appears to have been delighM with the aspect of 
this ^ delicious place." While he was here, a party hunt- 
ing in the savannas late in the evening shot a deer ; one 
of them, while skinninff the animal, was niot dead by a com- 
rade, who in the twili^ mistook him for another deer. 

dngong, are rapposed, from the peettllsrity of their appesrance la fhs 
water, to bare given rise to tlie slortes of ffiermaidi, sy^eas, sad ottsT 
imaginary mooatera< 

The nioantain«»w of Dampier and the eaiUer vofsgen, wHei ftsM 
being occasionally aeen tn the water (tMf aonietfmes eoalbuMad wUh 
the manatee, is a species of tapir (Uipitu$ Jmeriemma\9M fns M alli- 
ance with the hippspotamns, whieh never oeeais m mt Msir Wsrid. 
From a rapposed reeemblanoe, however, to that anisHd la IbnB or habtt, 
it was named kippofotmHMaUrlrt$tri$\nUxmmQm* kiakaMtslkeeeBf- 
em ebores of Booth Amerka^ fkom tUe lithnns of Daitaa ts Ike Straits 
of Magellan ; and although h hreeda in dry plaees en tlM aides e f hUls , 
it aleo flreqnents moiat and raarahy atatiana, sad Is aa SMeile ct swIbh 
mer. When hnated,ic takes to the water, sad daseiadiftrssfticvistts 
bettom. Its ftiod coaaiacs of wil< fraits sad Hm ddkals aprbi waA 
branches of various ahiabs. lts>sssisffAiwpitya>SfaliMSf>* 
traaa earth eaUed k»7«re 
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For abore twenty miles up the river there was no scittl^ 
meat ; after which there was a small fort, with a garrison 
tonsistinff of a Spaniard and eight or ten Indians whom he 
commanded, whose business was rather to spread alarm into 
the interior if the Bucaniers approached thai! to rentt their 
attacks. Their precautions were, however, useless when 
opposed to the address and activity of the Budamers, who 
had frequently pillagied the towns and villages on this river, 
though latterly they had sometimes been repulsed with lost. 
In some of these towns there were merchants and planters^ 
cocoa-walks being frequent on both sides of the nver. 
Some parts alon^ the banks were thickly planted with Indian 
towns, each having a padre, and also a cacique^ or governor. 
These Indians were free labourers in the cocoarwaSu of ths 
Spanish settlers, though a few of them had plantations o^ 
maize, plantain-walks, and even small cocoa-walks of theit 
own. Some of the natives were bee-hunters, searching- in the 
hollow trees in the woods for hives, and selling thtf wax and 
honey. These Indian bee-hunters were so ingenious as to 
supplv the wild bees* with trees artificially hollowed, and 
thus mcreased the number of hives and the pfotits of theif 
traffic. *< The Indians inhabiting these villages live like 
gentlemen," says Dampier, " in comparison of many nea^ 
any great towns, such as Campeachy or Merida ; for thcrcr 
even the poorer and rascally sort of people that are not abte 
to hire one of these poor creatures will by violence dng 
them to do their drudgery for nothing, after they havK 
worked all day for their masters." 

The Indians of the villages on the Tobasco lived chiefly 
on maize, which they bakea into cakes, and firom which they 
also made a sort of liquor, which, when allowed to soor^ 
afforded a pleasant, refreshing draught. When a beverage 
for company was wanted, a little honey Was mixed with 
this driiuE. A stronger liquor was made of parched maize 
and anottli, which was drunk without straining* The In* 
dians reared abundance of turkeys, ducks, and fowls, — th0 

* All the hew iiadTe to the New World at the period of its diseovBty 
bj the Bpsniards were found to be distinct (torn those of Europe. Tlwr 
honey-bee (opu meUi/ica) is now common in America, but it was im- 
pottoA thither for its economical osea. Many awarms have eatt in the 
woods ; and the European bee, itaelf of Asiatic origin, may now be found 
wild at great distances flrom any human habitation. We cannot 
y^ink csnaiDty ths prteise speeies alluded to Iqr Dampier. 
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padre taking such strict account of the tkhe that it w«« 
tiecessary to procure his license before they durst kill 000* 
They also raised cotton, and manufacturea their ofKncioth- 
ing, which for both sexes was decent and becoming* 

Under the sanction of the village-prieeft all marriages 
were contracted ; the men marrying at fourteen, the w«fmen 
at twelve. If at this early age they had made no choka» 
then the padre selected for iSem, These early manriages 
were one means of securing the power and increasing th* 
gains of the priest ; and the young couples themselves wei6 
contented, hs^py, and affectionate. They inhabited good 
houses, lived comfortably by the sweat of their browsi nod 
on holy eves and saints' days enjoyed themselves under tht 
direction of their spiritual guides, who permitted them the 
recreation of pipe and tabor, hautboys and drums, and lent 
them vizards and ornaments for the mummings and other 
amusements which they practised. The village chorohea 
were lofty c<»npared with the ordinary dwelling-nouBes, and 
ornamented with coarse pictures of tawny or bronze-ooloured 
saints and madonnas, recommended to the Indians by the 
tint of the native complexion. To their good padres, not* 
withstanding the tithe-fowls, the Indian flocks were submis* 
sive and affectionate. 

We cannot here follow the minute account which Dam- 
pier has given of all the rivers of Campeachy during 2u» 
cruise of eleven months around this rich country. The far« 
thest west point which he visited was Alvarado, to which 
the Bucaniers with whom he sailed went in two barks, thirty 
men in each. The rive/ flows through a fertile counti^ 
thickly planted with Spanish towns and Indian villages. 
At its mouth was a small fort placed on the declivity of a 
sandbank, and mounted with six guns. The sandbanks arsr 
here about 200 feet high on both sides. 

This fort the Bucaniers attacked ; but it held out stcmthr 
for five hours, during which time the country was alarmed^ 
and the inhabitants of the adjoining town got off in thenC 
boats, carrying away all their money and valuables and the 
best part of their goods. The Bucaniers lost ten men killed 
or desperately wounded ; and when they landed next morn- 
ing to pillage, it being dark before the fort yielded, littlsi 
booty was round. Twenty or thirty bullocks they killad« 
•altedi and tent on board, with salt fish, Indian Gani« am 

U 
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bbondance of poultry. Thej also foand and brouslit 8 
many tame parrots of a very beautiful kind, yeuoiir anldl 
scarlet curiously blended, — the fairest and largest ha&» fit 
their kind Dampier ever saw in the West Indies. ** Th«f 
prated Tery prettily.'* 

Though little solid booty was obtained, what with pmv 
visions, chests, hencoops, and parrots' cages, the ^kms wero 
filled and lumbered : and whUe in this state seven Spaniiili 
urmaMUoet from Vera Cruz, detached in pursuit of tbe 
Bucaniers, appeared, coming full sail over the bar into tba 
river. Not a moment was to be lost. Clearing their decks 
of lumber by throwing all overboard, the Bucaniers got 
under full sail, and drove over the bar at the river's mouth, 
before the enemy, who could with difficulty stem the cur- 
rent, had scarcely reached it. The Spanish vessels were to 
windward, and a few shots were of necessity exchanged ; 
and now commenced one of those singular escapes nrom 
tremendous odds of strength of which Bucanier history is so 
full. The Toro, the admiral of the Spanish barks, was of 
itself more than a match for the freebooters. It carried 10 
^ns and 100 men, while their whole force was now dimin- 
ished to 50 men in both ships, one of which carried 6, the 
other 2 guns. Another of the Spanish vessels carried 4 
guns, with 80 men ; and the remaining five, though not 
mounted with great guns, had each 00 or 70 men armed 
with muskets. '* As soon," says Dampier's journal, ** as 
we were over the bar, we ^t our larboard tacks aboard, and 
stood to the eastward as nigh the wind as we could lie. The 
Spaniards came quartering on us ; and our phip being the 
headmost, the Toro came directly towards us, designing to 
board us. We kept firing at her, in hopes to have lamed 
either a mast or a yard ; but failing, just as she was sheer- 
ing aboard we gave her a good volley, and presently clapped 
the helm aweather, wore our ship, and got our starboard 
tacks aboard, and stood to the westward, and so left the 
Toro ; but were saluted by all the small craft as we passed 
them, who stood to the eastward after the-Toro, that was 
now in pursuit and close to our consort. We stood to the 
westward till we were against the river's mouth, then we 
tacked, and by the help of the current that came out of the 
river we were near a mile to windward of them all. Then 
we made sail to assist our consort, who was hard put to it; 
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but on our approach the Toro edged away towards the 
shore, as did all the rest, and stood away for Alvarado ; and 
we, glad of the deliverance, went away to the eastward, and 
visited all the rivers in our return again to Trist." 

These visits produced Uttle booty. They also searched 
the bays for munjack, *< a sort of bitumen which we find in 
a lump, washed up by the sea, and left; dry on all the sandy 
bays of the coast." This substance the Bucaniers, who 
were compelled to find substitutes for many necessary things, 
tempered with tallow or oil, and employed as pitch in re- 
pairing their ships and canoes. 

On the return of Dampicr to the Island of Trist, the 
efifpcts of the dismal hurricane of the former year had dis- 
appeared, and he resumed his labours among the woodmen. 
This employment was probably more profitable than his 
bucaniering cruise ; as in the course of the foUowing 
season he was able to visit England, intending to return 
to the bay when he had seen his friends. He sailed for 
Jamaica in April, 1678, and in the beginning of August 
reached London. 

Cutting diewood was still a profitable though a labo- 
rious trade ; and Dampier shrewdly remarks, " that though 
it is not his business to say how far the English had a 
right to follow it, yet he was sure that the Spamards never 
received less damage from the persons who usually followed 
that trade than when they had exchanged the musket for 
the axe, and the deck of the privateer for the logwood- 
groves." 

During his short residence in England at this time Dam- 
pier must have married ; for, though a trifiing matter of 
this kind is too unimportant to be entered in a seaman^ 
journal, we long afterward, while he lay off the Bashee or 
rive Islands, learn that he had left a wife in Enfflaod, as, 
in compliment to the Duke of G^fton, he named the north- 
ernmost of the Bashee ^up Grafton's Isle, ** having, aa 
he says, " married my wife out of his dutchese's family, ai^ 
leaving her at Arlington House at my going abroad.*^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AdoetUures with the Bucaniers» 

Dampier leaves England for Jamaica— Jolna the Baeanlen— iUnAvIC 
of Porto B^Uo — Description of the Mosquito Indians— Their Ingeniihy 
in Fishinfr— In using the Harpoon— Acuteness of their gen a ss T heir 
dutoma— The Bacaniers under Captain Shvp cross tlie Imtmna 
of Daiien— Sea-fight in the Road of Panama— Differracea amoos tlw 
Bacaniers— Sharp leayes the South Sea— Retreat of Daminer mi. a 
Party of Bucaniers across the Isthmus— Difficulties of the Jvam&y 
—They reach the Samballas Isles— Cruise of Daminer with the Btto- 
aniers— Adventures of Waftr among the Indians of the Daiim— 
Carthagena, and the Monastery there— Dutch Governor— Wreck of 
the French Fleet— Stratagem of a French Bucanier— Pillage of Ri» 
de la Hacha— Peari-Oshery— TheTnmic-bird-Iguanaa^NegroDoe* 
tor— Dampier'a Arther Adventures indicated. 

Aftbb spending five or six months with his wife and his 
friends, Dampier, in the beginning of 1679, sailed as a pas- 
senger for Jamaica, intending immediately to return to his 
old trade and companions in the Bay of Campeachy. He 
took out goods from England, which he meant to exchange 
at Jamaica for the commodities in request among the wooa- 
cutters. Instead, however, of prosecuting this design, 
Dampier remained in Jamaica all that year, and by some 
means was enabled to purchase a small estate in Dorset- 
shire. This new possession he was about to visit, when 
induced to engage in a trading voyage to the Mosquito 
Shore. It promised to be pro&tablei and he was anxious 
to realize a little more ready money before returning to 
England to settle for life. He accordingly sent home 
the title-deeds of his estate, and embarked with a Mr, 
Hobby. 

Soon after leaving Port Royal, they came to anchor in a 
bay in the west end of the island, in which they found 
Captains Coxon, Sawkins, Sharp, and ** other privateers,'* 
as Dampier gently terms the most noted Bucanior com- 
manders of the period. Hobby*s crew deserted him to a 
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man to join the Bucanier squadron ; and the Mosquito 
voyage being thus frustrated, Dampier <<wa8 the mon 
easily persuaded to go with them too.** 

Their first attempt was on Porto Bello, of which assault 
Dampier gives no account, and he might not have been 
present at the capture. Two hundred men were landed ; 
and, the better to prevent alarm, at such a distance from 
the town that it took them three days to march upon it, as 
during daylight they lay concealed in the woods. A negio 
gave the alarm, but not before the Bucaniers were so 
close upon his heels that the inhabitants were completely 
taken by surprise, and fled in every direction. The Buc- 
aniers plundered for two days and two nights, in moment- 
ary expectation of the country rising upon them, and 
overpowering their small number ; but, from avarice and 
rapacity, they were unable to tear themselves away. 

To the shame of the Spaniards they got clear off, and 
divided shares of 160 pieces of eight a head. Inspired by 
this success, they resolved immediately to march across the 
isthmus. They knew that such strokes of good fortune as 
this at Porto Bello could not longer be looked for on the 
eastern shores of America, and for some time their imagi- 
nations had been running upon the endless wealth to oe 
found in the South Seas. They remained for about a 
fortnight at the Samballas Isles, and during this time, pre- 
paratory to their grand attempt, endeavoured to conciliate 
the Indians of the Dcrien, by gifts of toys and trinkets, and 
many fair promises. They also persuaded some of the 
Mosquito-men to join them, who, on account of their ex* 
pertness in fishing, and striking turtle and manatee, besid^ 
their warlike qualities, were usefiil auxiliaries either in 
peace or war. Of this tribe, so long the friends, and, as 
they named themselves, the subjects of Britain, Dampier 
has given an exceedingly interesting account. In his 
time the clan or sept properly called Mosquito-men must 
have been very small, as he says the fighting-men did not 
amount to 100. They inhabited a tract on the coast near 
Cape Gracios Dios, stretching between Giq>e Honduras 
and Nicaragua. *<They are,** says our navigator, who 
appears partial to these Indians, ** very ingenious at throw« 
ins the lance, fifgigi harpoon, or any manner of dart, 
beug bred to it horn their infoncy; for the childreiiy 

U2 
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imitoting their parents, never go abroad without a lanpe in 
thnr hands, micfa th^ throw at any object till ope hath 
made them masters of the art Then they learn to put by 
« lance, arrow, or dait ; the manner is thus : — ^Two boys 
stand at a smidl ^Ustance, and dart a blunt stick at one tn- 
othei^ each of them holding a small stick in his iiFhilMBdy 
wtA which he stnkes away that which is darted at him. Ai 
they grow in years they become mo^ dexterous and cmut^ 
ffeous ; and then they will stand a fair mark to any mm 
Uiat mil shoot arrows at them, which they will put by inti^ 
a very small stick no bigger than the rod of a fowling-pieee ( 
and whan they are grown to be men they will ffuara thfloi* 
selves from arrows though they come very thick at thesis 
provided they do not happen to come two at once. Thef 
nave extraordinary good eyes, and will descry a sail at saa, 
and see any thing letter than we. Their chiefest emplojw 
ment in theb own country is to strike fish, turtle, or 
manatee. For this they are esteemed and coveted by all 
privateers, for one or two of them in a ship will maintain 
100 men ; so that when we careen our ships we choose 
commonly such places where there is plenty of turtle or 
manatee for these Mosquito-men to strike, and it is very 
rare to find a privateer destitute of one or more of them, 
when the commander and most of the crew are English ; 
but they do not love the French, and the Spaniaids they 
hate mortally. 

** They are tall, well-made, raw-boned, lusty, strong, and 
nimble of foot, long-visaged, lank black hair, look 8teni» 
hard-&voured, and of a dark copper complexion. When 
they come among the privateers they get the use of fire- 
anns, and are very good marksmen. Tbey behave them- 
selves very bold in fight, and never seem to flinch nor hang 
back ; for they think that the white men with whom ther 
are know better than they do when it is best to fight, ana, 
let the diMdvantage of their party be never so great, they 
will never yield nor give back while any of Uieir party 
stand. I could never perceive any religion nor any emre- 
monies or superstitious observations among them, being 
ready to imitate us in whatsoever they saw us do at amr 
time. Only they seem to fear the Devil, whom they call 
WilUMOW ; and they say he often appears to some among 
Ihem, whom ow men commonly call their priests, whes 
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they desire to speak with him on urgent business. They 
all say they must not anger him, ror then he will beat 
them ; and he sometimes carries away these their priests. 
They marry but one wife, with whom they live till death 
separates them. At their first coming together the man 

makes a very small plantation They delight to 

settle near the sea, or by some river, for the sake of striking 
£sh, their beloved employment ; for within land there axe 
other Indians with whom they are always at war. After 
the man hath cleared a spot of land, and hath planted ;t, 
he seldom minds it afterward, but leaves the managing of 
it to his wife, and he goes out a-striking. Sometimes he 
seeks only for fish, at other times for turtle or manatee, 
and whatever he gets he brings home to his wife, and never 
stirs out to seek for more tiU it is eaten. When hunger 
begins to bite, he either takes his canoe and sedu for more 
game at sea, or walks out into the woods and hunts for 
pecaree and waree, each a sort of wild hogs, or deer, and 
seldom returns empty-handed, nor seeks any more as long 
as it lasts. Their plantations have not above twen^or 
thirty plantain-trees, a bed of yams and potatoes, a huso of 
pimento, and a small spot of pineapples, from which they 
make a sort of drink, to which they mvite each other to be 
merry. Whoever of them makes pine-drink treats his 
neighbours, providing fish and flesh also." 

At their drinking-matches they often (quarrelled, but the 
women prevented mischief by hiding their weapons. The 
Mosquito-men were kind and civil to the English, who en- 
deavoured to retain the regard of such useful allies. For 
this purpose it was necessary to let them have their own 
way in every thing, and to return home the moment they 
desired it, for if contradicted there was an end of their ser- 
vices ; and though turtle and fish abounded, they would 
manage to kill nothing. They called themselves, as has 
been noticed, subjects of the Kiuff of England, and liked 
to have their chiefs nominated by the Governor of Jamaica, 
which island they oflen visited. Pity that in subsequent 
periods the fidelity and regard of this brave and ingenious 
tribe were so ill and ungratefully requited by their poweriUl 
and ungenerous allies. 

The Bucaniers commenced their march »erQS8 thtf 
isthmus on the 6th April, 1680, about 890 .itxoiig, .MAb 
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man armed *with a hanger, fusil, and pistol, and pravidfld 
with four cakes of the bread which th6y caUiod doughboys. 
Their generalissimo was Captain Sharp ; and the BMiip 
marshaued in divisions, marched in something like ndtttuy 
^mrder, with flags and leaders. They were accompaidsd by 
those Indians of Darien who were the hereditary enMues 
<of the Spaniards, whom they had subsidized with th» 
hatchets, knives, beads, and toys with which they pnwrid a A 
themselves at Porto Belio. These auxiliaries fumiriied 
them with plantains, venison, and fruit, in exchange lor 
European commodities. The march was easily perCnrmad^ 
end in nine days' journey they reached Santa Maria, which 
was taken without opposition, though this did not prevent 
the exercise of cruelty. The Indians cruelly and delibe- 
rately butchered many of the inhabitants. The plunder ol^ 
tained falling far short of the expectations of the Bocanieni 
made them the more desirous to push forward. The^ 
accordingly embarked on the river of Santa Maria, whioi 
fidls into the Gulf of St. Michael, in Indian canoes and 
pirogues, having previously, in their summary way, de- 
posed Captain Sharp, and chosen Captain Ctfzoa com- 
mander. 

On the same day that they reached the bay, whither 
some of the Darien chiefs still accompanied tnem, th^ 
captured a Spanish vessel of thirty tons burthen, on board 
of which a large party planted themselves, happy after the 
march, and being cramped and huddled up in the caiioe% 
agaui to tread the deck of a ship of any size. At thia time 
they divided into small parties, first appointing a lendex- 
vous at the island of Chepillo, in the mouth of the river 
Cheapo. Dampier was with Captain Sharp, who went to 
the Pearl Islands in search of provisions. 

In a few days the Bucaniers mustered for the attadE of 
Panama, and on the 23d April did battle for the whole day 
with three Spanish ships in the road, of which two were 
ciq>tnred by boarding, while the third got off. The action 
was fierce and sanguinary ; of the Bucaniers eighteen men 
were killed, and thirty wounded. The resistance was 
vigorous and brave ; and the Spanish commander with 
many of his people fell before the action terminated. Even 
after this victory the Bucaniers did not consider themselves 
strong enough to attack the new city of Panama, bat they 
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continued to cruise in the bay, making valuable prizes. In 
the action with the Spanish ships Captain Sawkins had 
^eatly distinguished himself by courage and conduct ; and 
a quarrel breaking out among the Bucaniers while Cozon 
returned to the North Seas, he was chosen conmiander. 
He had not many days enjoyed this office, when, in an attack 
on Puebla Nueva, he was killed, leading on his men to the 
assault of a breastwork ; and on his death Sharp, the 
second in command, showing faint heart, the Bucaniers 
retreated. New discontents broke out, and the party once 
more divided, not being able to agree in the choice of a 
leader ; of those who remained in the South Sea, among 
whom was Dampier, Sharp was chosen commander. For 
some months he cruised on the coast of Peru, occasionally 
landing to pillage small towns and villages ; and on Christ- 
mas-day* anchored in a harbour of the Island of 'Juan 
Fernandez to rest and refit. Here they obtained abundance 
of crayfish, lobsters, and wild goats, which were numerous. 

Sharp, who had- always been unpopular, was once more 
formally deposed, and Captain Watling elected in his stead. 

Having enjoyed themselves till the 12th of January, the 
Bucaniers were alarmed by the appearance of three vessels* 
which they concluded to be Spanish ships of war in pursuit 
of them. They put off to sea in all haste, in the hurry 
leaving one of their Mosquito Indians, named Willianii 
upon the island. 

They again cruised along the coast, and the attack of 
the Spanish settlements by hasty descent was resumed. In ^ 
attempting to capture Arica Captain Watling was kiUed, ^ 
and the Bucaniers were repulsed, having had a narrow 
escape from being all made prisoners. For want of amy 
more competent leader. Sharp was once more raised to the 
command, and the South Sea had so greatly disappointed 
their hopes, that it was now agreed to return eastward by 
recrossing the isthmus. But another quarrel broke out, 
one party would not continue under Sharp, and another 
wished to try their fortunes farther on the Doujth Sea. It 
was therefore agreed that the majority should retain the 

* At any seaBon of the year, when the Bueaniera, after a period of 
watching and toil, had obtained booty, proviaions, and liqocMr, they often 
retirud to aome of their nearest banting ])laoe8, " to keep a Chiistma^** 
■a they chose to term their revel. 
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sliip, the other party taking the long-bott and cmoob' 
Sharp's party proved the most numerous. TheyerouMd 
in the South Sea, on the coast of Patagonia and Chili, lor 
the remunder of the season of 1681, and early in the fiit 
lowing year returned to the West Indies by doubling Cip* 
Horn, but durst not land at any of the English settleDMnlt. 
Shup, soon afterward going home, was tried in EagliBi 
with several of his men for piracy, but escaped oonvloltaB* 
In the minority which broke off from Sharp was WUBmb 
Dampier, who appears at this time to have Men little dis- 
tinguished among his companions. The party consiatad 
of forty-four Europeans and two Mosquito Indians. Their 
object was to recross the isthmus, — an nodeitaking of no 
small difficulty, from the nature of the oountiy Sad tha 
hostililfey of the Spaniards. Before they left the ahip tsketf 
aiftad a large quantity of flour, prepared choeolata win . 
sugar, as provision, and entered into a mutual engagenmfity ' 
that if any man sank on the journey he should be dioi bj 
his comrades, as but one man fellhig into the hands of tha 
Spaniards must betray the others to certain destmetioik 
In a fortnight after leaving the ship near tha Island of 
Plata, they landed at the mouth of a nver in the Bay of Sib 
Michael, where, taking out all their provisions, anm^ and 
clothing, they sank their boat. While they spent a §kw 
hours in preparing for the inland march, the Moaqmito-maii . 
caught fish, which afforded one plentiful meal to um whola 
party ; after which they commenced their jonaaj lata in 
the afternoon of the 1st of May. At night thay eoultnietad 
huts, in which they slept On the Sd thay strnok into 
4tn Indian path, and reached an Indian village, where thay 
.obtained refireshments ; but were uneasy on andarstandm* 
the closeness of their vicinity to the Spaniards, who had 
placed ships at the mouths of the navigable rivers to look 
out for them, and intercept their return eastwaid. Naift 
day, with a hired Indian guide, they proceeded, and raadwd 
the dwelling of a native, who received them with sullen 
churlishness, which in ordinary times the Bucaniers would 
ill have brooked ; <* though this,*' says Damnier, ** was 
neither a time nor place to be anffry with the Indians, all 
,our lives lying at their hands.*' Neither the temptation of 
dollars, hatchets, nor long knives would operate on this 
Intractable Indian, till one of the seamen, taking a d^ 
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coloured petticoat from his baf , threw it over the lady of 
the house, who was so much delighted with the gift, that 
she soon wheedled her husband into better humour ; and he 
now not only gave them information, but found them a guide- 
It rained hard and frequently on both days, but they were itiU 
too near the Spanish garrisons and guard ships to mind the 
weather or to dally by the way. The country was found 
difficult and fatiguing, without any trace of a path, the 
Indians guiding themselves by the rivers, which they were, 
sometimes eompelled to cross twenty or thirty times in a 
day. Rainy weather, hardship, and hunger soon expelled 
all fear of the Spaniards, who were, beskles, not likely to 
follow their foea into these intricate solitudes. 

On the 6th day they reached the dwelling of a Toung 
Spanish Indian, — a civilized person, who had lived with 
the Bishop of Panama, and spoke the Spanish langnage 
fluently. He received them kindly, and though unable to 
provide for the wants of so many men, freely gave what he 
nad. At this place they rested to dry their clothes and am- 
munition, and to clean their firearms. While thus employed 
Mr. Wafer, the surgeon of the Bucaniers, who had been 
among the malecontents, had his knee so much scorched 
by an accidental explosion of gunpowder, that, after drag- 
gmg himself forward during another day, he was forced to 
remain behind his companions, together with one or two 
more who had been exhausted by the march. Among the 
Indians of the Darien Wafer remained for three months, 
and he has left an account, which is considered the best 
we yet possess, of those tribes. 

The march was continued in very bad weather, this being 
the conunencement of the rainy season, and thunder and 
lightning frequent and vioIenL As the bottoms of the 
valleys and the rivers' banks were now overflowed, instead of 
constructing huts every night for their repose, the travellers 
were often oblij?ed to seek for a resting-place, and to sleep 
under trees. To add to their hardships their slaves de- 
serted, carrying ofi* whatever they could lay their hands 
upon. 

Before leaving the ship, foreseeing the diflkulties of the 

f'oumey, and the necessity of perpetualW fordinff the riveiv, 
)ampier had taken the precaution to Jeposite nis journal 
in a bamboo^ doeed at both ends with wax. In tins wajr 
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hii papen were feeored from wet, while the joimialist fre- 
qnentlj swam acroes the riten which so greatly 'w>pff'M 
m progress of the mareh. In crossing a river whmv Urn 
earrent ran very strong, one man, who carried his fortnm 
of 800 dollars on his back, was swept down the stream and 
drowned ; and so worn out were his comrades, that, fend 
as they were of gold, they would not at this time take the 
trouble to look for or burden themselves with his. It was 
the eighteenth day of the march before the BnoeiiiBn 
Tpaehed the river Conception, where they obtained IiidhB 
canoes, in which they proceeded to La Sound's Kejy otte 
of the Samballas Islands, which were much frequented bj 
the Bucaniers. Here they entered a French pTiTatoor. 
commanded by Captain Tristian ; and, with better &itb 
than Bucaniers usually displayed, generously rvwaide4 
their Indian guides with money, toys, and hatchets, mi 
dismissed them. The Bucaniers of this time were some* 
what less ferocious in manners than those under Murgaa 
and Lolonnois, though it never entered into thnr thou^tt 
that there could be any wronff in robbing the Spaniardtt 
Sawkins and Watling maintamcd stricter discipune than 
had been customary in former periods, approximating their 
discipline and regulations to those of pnvateeiv, or ships 
of war. Thoy even made the Sabbath be observed with 
outward signs of respect. On one occasion, when Sawkins^ 
men, who like all Bucaniers were inveterate gamblen, 
played on Sunday, the captain flung the dice overooaid* 

In two days after Dampier and his friends had gone on 
board the French vessel, it left La Sound's for Springer^ 
Key, another of the Samballas Islands, where eight Bao 
anier vesseb then lay, of which the companies had formed 
the design of crossing to Panama. From this expedition 
they were, however, diverted by the dismal report of the 
newly-arrived travellers ; and the assault of other places 
was taken into consideration. From Trinidad to Vera 
Cruz the Bucaniers had now an intimate knowledge of 
evei^ town upon the coast, and for twenty leagues into the 
interior ; and acquaintance with the strenffth and weahh 
of each, and with the number and quality of the inhabitants. 
The preliminary consultations now held lasted for a wee^ 
the French and English not agreeing; but at last they 
•ailed for Carpenter's River, going fint towards the Isl« 
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of St. Andreas. In a sale the ships were separated ; and 
Dampier, being left with a French captain, conceived such 
a dislike to his shipmates, that he and his fellow-lxaTelkn 
in crossing the isthmns induced a countryman of thalt 
own, named Captain Wright, to fit up and arm a imall 
vessel, with which they cmiscid about the coast in seaieb 
of pmvisions, still, however, keeping their jadkals, the 
Mosquito-men, who caught turtle while the Bucaniere 
hunted in the woods for peearee^ waree, doer, qoauma, par^ 
rots, pigeons, and curassow birds,* and also monkeys, wmch 
in times of hardship they esteemed a delicate morsel. At 
one place several of the men were suddenly taken ill from 
eating land-crabs which had fed upon the fruit of the man-* 
chineel-tree. All animals that fed on this fruit were 
avoided by the freebooters as unwholesome, if not poison- 
ous. In selecting unknown wild-fruits the Bncaniers 
were guided by the birds, freely eating whatever kind had 
been pecked, but no bird touched the fruit of the manchineeL 
On returning to La Sound's Key from this cruise, they 
were joined by Mr. Wafer. He had been for three monthfi 
kindly entertained by an Indian chief, who had offered him 
his daughter in marriage, and grudged him nothing save 
the liberty of going away. From this kind but exacting 
chief he escaped under pretence of going in search of Eng- 
lish dogs to be employed in hunting, the Indian being 

* Of the Cnrasaow birds (genus Crax)^ so named, we jtresmne, tnaa 
Coraasow in Guiana, several species are known to naturalists. Tbey 
belong to the gallinaceous order, and are of large size, easy domestic** 
lion, and much esteemed for the flatonr of their flesh. They feed oU 
fhiits and seeds, and build as well as perch on trees. Many of Umm 
are distinguished by a singular contortion in the trachea or windpipe, of 
which an account was published by Dr. Latham in the fourth volome of 
the Idnn. Trans. The crested Curassow (Crax alector) is a besiitiftt 
bird, nearly three feet in len|rth. It inhabits Guiana, Mexico, Bnofl^ 
and Paraguay. A curious vanety, or hybrid, is described by Ttemminek 
as hsTing sprung fVom the intermixture of this species wUh the Cro^ 
rubra. This latter species has likewise a fine crest, and is nearlv a» 
large as a turkey. The globe-bearing Curassow {Cnue gloMeertnit 
characterized by a remarkable tubercle at the bass of ths beak. Tlw 
whole of the plumage is of a flne black, with a tiSfe of graen ; the abdo« 
men, under tail-coterts, and tips of the tail-feathsrs, are white. If 
inhabits Guiana. A new species, colled the carunculated Curaasoif 
(CroT earunculata\ was discorered snd described by M. Temmilldk. 
The upper parts of the iilumage are black with green refleolionii ; ttm 
abdomen is of a chesmuC colour. It meastres about three Ast ia MfO^ 
and inbabUs BraiU. 
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aware of the superiority which dogs gave the Spaniardfr iit 
the chase. Mr. Wafer had been painted by the women of 
the Darien, and his own clothes being worn out, he w'bb 
now dressed, or rather undressed, like the natives ; whoib, 
under this disguise, he resembled so much, that it was 
«ome time before Dampier recognised his old acquaintance 
' the surgeon. 

From the Samballas they cruised towards Carthagena^ 
which they passed, having a fair view of the city, and cast- 
Inff longing eyes upon the rich monastery on the steep hill 
rismg behind it. This monastery, dedicated to the Virgin, 
is, says Dampier, ** a place of incredible wealth, by reason 
of the offerings made here continually ; and for this reason 
often in danger of being visited by the privateers, did not 
the neighbourhood of Carthagena keep them in awe. 'Tis, 
in short, the very Loretto of the West Indies, and hath in- 
numerable miracles related of it. Any misfortune that 
befalls the privateers is attributed to this lady's doing; 
and the Spaniards report, that she was abroad that night 
the Oxford man-of-war was blown up at the Isle of Yaca, 
and that she came home all wet ; as belike she oflen re- 
turns with her clothes dirty and torn with passing throuffh 
woods and bad ways when she has been upon an expedi- 
tion, deserving doubtless a new suit for such eminent pieces 
of service." 

The company of Captain Wright pillaged several small 
places about Rio de la Hacha and the Rancheries, which 
was the head-quarters of a small Spanish pearl-fishery. 
The pearl-banks lay about four or five leagues off the shore. 
In prosecuting this fishery, the Indian divers, first an- 
choring their boats, dived, and brought up full the baskets 
previously let down ; and when their barks were filled, 
they went ashore, and the oysters were opened by the old 
men, women, and children^ under the inspection of a Span^ 
ish overseer. 

In a short time afterward, the Bucaniers capttired, after 
a smart engagement, an armed ship of twelve guns and 
forty men, laden with sugar, tobacco, and marmalade, bound 
to Carthagena from St. Jago in Cuba. From the disposal 
of this cargo, some insight is afforded into the mysteries of 
bucaniering. It was offered first to the Dutch governor 
of Curagao, who having, as he said, a great trade with thtf 
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Spaniards, could not openly admit the freebooters to this 
island, though he directed them to go to St Thomas, which. 
belonged to the Danes, whither he would send a sloop with 
such commodities as the Bucaniers required, and take the 
sugar off their hands. The rovers, however, declined the 
terms offered by the cautious Dutchman, and sailed from, 
St. Thomas to another Dutch colony, where they found tk. 
better merchant From hence they sailed for the Isle of 
Aves, which, as its name imports, sounded in birds, espe- 
cially boobies and menrof-war birds. The latter bird was 
about the size of a kite, black, with a red throat. It lives 
on fish, yet never lights in the water ; but, soaring aiofl 
like the kite, " when it sees its prey, darts down, snatches 
it, and mounts, never once touching the water." 

On a coral reef off the south side of this island the 
Count d'Estr^es had shortly before lost the French fleet. 
Firing guns in the darkness, to warn the ships that fol- 
lowed him to avoid the danger on which he had run, they 
miagined that he was engaged with the enemy, and crowd- 
ing all sail, ran upon destruction. The ships held together 
next day till part of the men got on shore, though many 
perished in the wreck. Dampier relates, that those of the 
ordinary seamen who got to land died of fatigue and famine* 
while those who had been Bucaniers and were wrecked 
here, ** being used to such accidents, lived merrily ; and if 
they had gone to Jamaica with 30/. in their pockets, could 
not have enjoyed themselves more ; for they kept a gang 
by themselves, and watched when the ships broke up to get 
the goods that came out of them ; and though much was 
Btaved against the rocks, yet abundance of wine and brandy 
floated over the reef, where they waited to take it up." 
The following anecdote of the wrecked crew is horribly 
striking : — " There were about forty Frenchmen on boaiu 
one of the ships, in which was good store of liquor, till the 
ailer-part of her broke, and floated over the reef^ and was 
carried away to sea, with all the men drinking and singing, 
who, being in drink, did not mind the danger, but were 
never heanl of afterward." 

In a short time after, this island was the scene of a clever 
bucaniering trick, which Dampier relates with some glee. 
The wreck of the French fleet had left Aves Island a per* 
^t arsenal of mastsi yards, timbers, and ■<> forth, and 
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hither the Bucaniers repaired to careen and refit their 
ships, and among others Captain Pain, a Frmchman. A 
Butch vessel of twenty guns, despatched firom Cara980 to 
fish up the guns lost on the reef, descried the prirstaer, 
which she resolved to capture before engaging in the bnal- 
ness of her voyage. The Frenchman iu>andoned his tMp^ 
which he saw no chance of preserving, but brought ashoTB 
some of his ffuns, and resolved to defend himself as long M 
possible. While his men were landing the ffuns, he per- 
ceived at a distance a Dutch sloop entering the road, and 
at evening found her at anchor at the west end of the island. 
During the night, with two canoes, he boarded and took 
this sloop, found considerable booty, and made off with 
her, leaving his empty vessel as a prize to the Dutch man- 
of-war. 

At this island Dampier's party remained for some time, 
careened the largest ship, scrubbed a sugar-prize ibnneriy 
taken, and recovered two guns of the wreck of d'Esti^esVi 
fleet They afterward went to the Isles of Rocas, where 
they fell in with a French ship of 36 guns, which bought 
ten tons of their sugar. The captain of this vessel was a 
knight of Malta. To Dampier both he and his lieutenant 
were particularly attentive and kind, and offered him every 
encouragement to enter the French navy. This he declined 
from fieeUngs of patriotism. 

Here he saw, besides men-of-war birds, boobies, and nod* 
dies, numbers of the tropic-bird.* It was as \ng as a 
pigeon, and round and plump as a partridge, all white, save 
two or three light-gray feathers in the wing. One long 
feather or quill, about seven inches m length, growing oat 
of the rump, is all the tail these birds have. They are never 
seen far without the tropics, but are met with at a great dis- 
tance from land. After taking in what water coiud be ob- 
tained, they left Rocas, and went to Salt Tortu^, so called 
to dbtinguish it from Dry Tortuga near Gape Florida, and 
from the Tortuga of the first Bucaniers near Hispaniola, 
which place was now, however, better known as Petit 

* There are several species of tropic-bird, but the one alladed lo above 
U the phaeton etherms of naturalists, remarkable fbr its restriction to the 
regions flrom whicb it derives its English name. It (beds on fish, and is 
charsetedted by a singular degree of ease and gracefdlneas in its mode 
of lUght. It inhabits the Atlantic Ocean and the South Sea, and iu pars 
and pearly plumage is distlngoisbed by a lustre like that of satin. 



IGUANA GUINEA-WORM. 245 

CrUaves. They expected to sell the remainder of their sugar 
to the English vessels which came here for salt ; but no^ 
succeeding, they sailed for Blanco, an island north of Mai^ 
garita, and thirty leagues from the main. It was an unin- 
habited island, fiat and low, being mostly savanna, with a 
few wooded spots, in which flourished the lignum vita. 
Iguanas, or guanoes, as they were commonly called in the 
West Indies, abounded on Blanco. They resembled the 
lizard species, but were bigger, about the size of the small 
of a man's leg. From the hind-quarter the tail tapers to 
the point. If seized by the tail near the extremity, it broke 
off at a joint, and the animal escaped. They are amphibious 
creatures. Both their eggs and flesh were highly esteemed 
by the Bucaniers, who made soup of the latter for their sick. 
There were many species found here living on land or water, 
in the swamps, among bushes, or on trees. Green turtle 
frequented this island in numbers. 

From Blanco they returned to Salt Tortuga, and went 
from thence after four days to the coast of the Caraccas on 
the main. 

While cruising on this coast, they landed in some of the 
bays, and took seven or eight tons of cocoa, and afterward 
three barks, — one laden with hides, another with brandy and 
earthenware, and a third with European goods. With these 
prizes they returned to the Rocas to divide the spoil ; after 
which Dampier and other nineteen out of a company of 
sixty took one of the captured vessels, and with their share 
of the plunder held their course direct for Virginia, which 
was reached in July, 1682. 

Of the thirteen months which our navigator spent in Vir- 
ginia he has left no record ; but from another portion of his 
memoirs it may be gathered that he suffered from sickness 
during most of the time. His disease was not more singu- 
lar than was the mode of cure practised by a neno Escula^ 
pius, whose appropriate fee was a white cock. The diseafe 
was what is called the Chiinea-worm, "These womiii'' 
says Dampier, " are no bigger than a large brown thread, 
but, as I have heard, five or six yards long ; and if it break 
in drawing out, that part which remains in the flesh will pu- 
trify, and endanger the patient's life, and be very painful. 
I was in great torment before it came out. My leg and 
ankle swelled, and looked very red and angiy, and I kept % 

X2 
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plaster to it to bring it to a head. Drawing off my plaftei^ 
out came about tl^ea inches of the worm, and my pain 
abated presently. Till then I was ignorant of my malady^ 
and the gentlewoman at whose house I lodged took it (the 
worm) for a nerve ; but I knew well enough what il wm^ 
and presently rolled it upon a small sticl^ After that I 
opened it every morning and evening, and strained It oat 
gently, about two inches at a time, not without pain.'* Tha 
negro doctor first stroked the place afiected, tnen apfdied 
some rough powder to it like tobacco-leaves crambled^ naxt 
muttered a spell, blew upon the part three times, wavod foM 
hands as often, and said that in three days it woald he welL 
It proved so, and the stipulated fee of the white ootk, was 
giaidly pidd. 

The next adventure of Dampier was the circumnavigatioD 
of the globe, — a voyage and ramble extending to about eight 
years, which in point of interest and variety has never yet 
been surpassed. To it we dedicate the following chapter. 



CHAPTER X. 

Circumnamgation of the Globe, 

Dsmplei's New Yoyage->Cape de Verd Isles— Bachelor's Ddifhfr— FUk> 
land Isles— Mos(iuitoWilliam--Nautical Remarks of Dampinp— Jaao- 
tion of Ckrak and Eaton— The Galapagos Islands— Death of Oook— • 
Escape of the Bucaniers— Descent at Amapalla— Spanish Iiidlanr— 
The Bueaniera separate— La Plata and Manta— The Cyfnet joins tbs 
Bucaniers— Descent on Paita— Attempt on Ooayaquil — Danpki^ 
Scheme of working the Mines— Indians of St. Jago— The Buoanleis 
-watch tne Plate-fleet— Battle in the Bay of Panama— Assault of Leo^ 
—Dampier remains in the Cygnet— His Sickness— Cros s e s the Padfle 
— Islaad of Guahan— Mindanao— Its Customs— The Bucaniers desert 
Bwan— Future Cruise of the Cygnet— Pulo Condore— Tlie Bashes 
Isles Character and Manners of the Islanders— Cruise to New-Hol- 
Iswd The Country and People— The Nicobar Idands— Damptor leafis 
(he Bacanters— His Voyage to Acheen— Voyages with Captains OoWry 
and Wtidon— Remains at JSencoolen- Prince Jeoly— Dampier^ Bedm 
to England— Publication of his Voyages— Employment hy the Adnri- 
ralty. 

Amono the companions of Dampier in his journey across the 
isthmus, and in his subsequent cruise, was Mr. John Cook, 
a creolei bom in St. Christopher's, and a man of good ca* 
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pacUy. He bad acted as quarter-master, or second in omd- 

luand, under Captain Yanky, a French Flibastier, who at 

this time held a commission aa a privateer. By the oxdip 

lary laws of the Bucaniers, when a prize fit for a piratical 

cruise was taken^ the second in command was pxamoted to 

t, and in virtue of this title Cook obtained an excellent 

Spanish ship. At tl^s, however, the French commanders 

Dvere secretly dis<^ntented, and on the first opportunity they 

seized the ship, plundered the crew, who were Englishmen, 

)f their arms and goods, and turned them ashore. The 

Prench captain, Tristian, either took compassion on some 

)f the number, or hoped to find them serviceable ; for he 

carried eight or ten of them with him to Petit Guaves, 

imong whom were Cook and Davis. They had not lain 

ong here when Captain Tristian and part of his men being 

)ne day on shore, the English party, in revenge of the late 

spoliation, overmastered the rest of the crew, took the ship, 

ind, 8en<Ung the Frenchmen ashore, sailed for Isle & la 

^ache, where they picked up a straggling crew of EnffUsh 

bucaniers, and before &ey could be overtaken failed for 

Virginia, where Dampier now was, taking two prizes by the 

ay, one of which was a French ship laden with wine. 

^aving thus dexterously swindled Tristian out of his ship, 

hich might, however, be considered as but a fair act of re- 

isal, and having afterward committed open piracy on the 

ench commerce, the West Indies was no longer a safe 

itude for these English Bucaniers. The wmes were 

refore sold with the other goods and two of the ships ; 

the largest prize, which carried eighteen guns, was 

'-named the Revenge, and equipped and provisioned for 

•ng voyage. Among her crew of seventy men were 

tst all the late follow-travellers across the isthmus, in- 

ng William I^onpier, Lionel Wafer, the surgeoo, Am- 

Cowley, who has left an account of the voyage, and 

)mmander, Captain John Cook. Before emlmr&Df on 

lew piiatical expedition, they ail subscribed ceiUfai 

for maintaining discipline and doe eobordlnatioiiy nd 

'■ observance of sobriety on their long voyage. 

y sailed firom the Chesapeake on tne 2Sa Augoaty 

captured a Dutch vessel, in which they fomid six 

f wine and a quantity of provisions ; and near the 

) Verd Islands encountered a etonn which raged for 
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;i week, " dreoching them all like so manj drowned nU.*** 
After this gale they had the winds and weather both faTour^ 
able, and anchored at the Isle of Sal, one of the Cape! do 
Verd group, so named from its numeroos salt-ponds. 

A Portuguese at this place, by affecting the mystery whidi 
gives so much zest to clandestine bargains, prevailed with 
one of the Bucaniers to purchase from him a lump of what 
he called ambergris, which Dampier believed to be spurioot. 
Of the genuine substance Dampier relates that he was once 
shown a piece which had been broken off a lump weighing 
100 lbs., found in a sandy bay of an island in the Bay o? 
Honduras. It was found by a person of credit (a Mr. Bar- 
ker of London), lying dry above high-water mark, and in it 
a multitude of beetles, f It was of a dusky black coloar» 
the consistence of mellow ordinary cheese, and of a very 
fragrant scent. 

At the Isle of Sal, Dampier first saw the flamingo. It was 
in shape like the heron, but larger, and of a red ooloar. 
The flamingoes kept together in larffe flocks, and, staffing' 
side by side by the pon(£i at which they fed, looked at a di»-. 
tance like a new brick wall. Their flesh was lean and blade, 



* In this drmdfyil storm, it is related in one edition of Darapto^ 
that the ship was saved by an odd but very simple expedient. The shtaK 
was scudding before wind and sea under bare poles, when by tlM inad- 
vertence of the master she was broached to, and lay in the troogh of tbs 
seu ; the waves at that time riinninig: tremendously high, and threatenini: 
to overwhelm her, so that if one had struck on the (fock riis most have 
foundered. The person who ha4 committed this nearly Dual mMalw . 
was in a state of distraction, and roared for any one to cot away the 
mizzenmajit, to give the ship a chance of righting. AU was conrosloa 
and dismay ; the oaptain and the officer second in eomnuod objei^aff t» 
this certainly hazardous, and probably useless attempt to save tMSn- 
selves. Ttie whole crew had given themselves up for lost, when a ssa- 
man called to Dampier to ascend the fbre-shrouds with him; this the 
man alleged might make the ship wear, as he had seen ths plan soeessi 
before now. As he spoke he mounted, and Dampier itaUDwad him. 
They went half-shrouds up, spread ont the flaps of thrir coats, aad ia 
three minutes the ship wore, though such had been the violsaee of ths 
tempest, that the mainsail having got. loose, as many men as coold Ueoa 
it, assisted by all on deck, and thougt^ ^e mainyard was nearly Isvsl with 
the deck, were not able to fhri it. 

t The substance called ambergris^ at one time regarded hy ehymlsis 
as a kind of petrolium or mineral oil, is now ascertained to be an animsl 
production, which has its origin in the intestinal canal of certain spsdss 
of the wtuile-tribe. The beetles alluded to in the text were no doabt 
accidental, and their occurrence in the ambergris is accounted for by Its 
^KMition above high-water mark. 
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but not onsRvoury nor fishy-tasted. A knob of fat at the 
root of the tongue ** makes a dish of flamingoes* tongues fit 
for a prince's table." 

From this island they went to St. Nicholas, where the 
governor and his attendants, though not quite so tattered as 
those seen at the Isle of Sal, were not very splendidly 
equipped. Here they dug wrils, watered the ship, scrubbed 
its bottom, and went to Mayo to obtain provisions; but 
were not suffered to land, as about a week J>efore Captain 
Bond, a pirate of Bristol, had entrapped the governor and 
some of his people, and carried them away. 

From the Cape de Verd Isles the Revenge intended to 
keep a direct course to the Straits of Magellan ; but by ad- 
verse weather was compelled to steer for the Guinea coast, 
which was made in November, near Sierra Leone. They 
anchored in the mouth of the river Sheiborough, near a large 
Danish ship, which they afterward took by stratagem. 
While in sight of the Dane, which felt no alarm at the ap- 
pearance of a ship of the size of the Revenge, most of the 
Bucanier crew remained under deck, no more of the hands 
appearing above than were necessary to manage the sails. 
Their bold design was to board the ship without discovering 
any sign of their intention; and the Revenge advanced 
closely, still wearin? the resemblance of a weakly-manned 
merchant-vessel. When quite close. Captain Cook in a loud 
voice commanded the helm to be put one way, while by pre- 
vious orders and a preconeerted plan the steersman shifted 
it into a quite opposite direction ; and the Revenge, as if by 
accident, suddenly fell on board the Dane, which by this 
dexterous manoeuvre was captured with only the loss of five 
men, though a ship of double their whole force. She car* 
ried thirty-six guns, and was equipped and victualled for a 
long voyage. 

This fine vessel was by the exulting Bucaniers named 
the Bachelor's Delight ; and they immediately burnt the Re- 
venge that she ** might tell no tales," sent their prisoners on 
shore, and steered for Magellan's Straits.* 

On the voyage to the straits the Bachelor's Delight en- 
countered frequent tornadoes, accompanied by thunder, 

* It Is proper to notice that we owe these particulars to the narratlvt 
of Cowley. Dampier doe« not mention this Mratagem, which he 
mx ntieciioa have ihoughi liule to the credit of the contrivers. 
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lightning, and rain. Many of the men were leiMd widr ' 
fever, and one man died. Having little fresh animal fisod 
f>f any kind, they caught sharks during the calmc brt w a en ■ 
the gusts of the tornadoes, which they prepared^ bjr fint 
boiling, and afterward stewing them with pepper andidn^ 
gar. About the n^iddle of January they lost one of the Mn^ 
geons, who was greatly lamented, as there now remuM^ 
but one for the long voyage which was meditated. On tli* 
28th they made Jolm Davis's Southern Islands, or the Faflh 
land Isles, — then, however, more generally tmown as tha 
Sebald de Weert Islands. 

In the course of their voyage Dampier, who posaeaaed 
more geographical and nautical knowledge than his cooh 
panions, had been persuading Captain Cook to stop heia to 
water, and afterward to prosecute the voyage to Juan Feiw* 
nandez by doubling Cape Horn, avoiding the straits alU^ 
gether, which, he judiciously says, ** I knew would prova 
veiy dangerous to iis, the rather because our men being pri- 
vateers, and so more wilftil and less under command, would 
not be so ready to give a watchful attendance in a passaga 
so little known. For although these men were more nndar 
command than I had ever seen any privateers, yet I coold 
not expect to find them at a moment's call on coming to an 
anchor or weighing anchor." The Falkland Islands an 
described by Dampier as rocky and barren, without tvees, 
and having only some bushes upon them. Shoals of small 
lobsters, which coloured the sea red in spots for a imie round, 
were seen here. They were only of the size^of tha tip of a 
man's Uttle finger, yet perfect in shape, and naturally of tfaa 
polour that other lobsters assume after they are Ixnled. 

The advice of Dampier was not taken, but westerly winds 
prevented Cook from making the entrance of the straita, and 
on the 6th February they fell in with the Straits of La 
Maire, high land on both sides, and the passage very nar- 
row. They ran in for four miles, when a strong tide set- 
ting in northward " made such a short cockling sea," whieh 
ran every way, as if in a place where two opposing tides 
meet, sometimes breaking over the poop, sometimes over 
the waist and the bow, and tossing the Bachelor's Delight 
f* like an egg-shell." 

In the same evening they had a breeze from W. N. W., 
|)ore away eastward, and, having the wind fresh all night* 
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^asAed the east end of Staten Island next daj. Our nayi^ 
gator Ota the 7th at noon foand the latitude to be 64® 62f S.. 
and the same night th^ lost sight of Tierra del Fuego, and 
saw no othier land till they entered the South Sea. Ifi 
doubling Cape Horn they were so fortunate as to catch 
twenty-three barrels of rain-water, besides an abundant 
supply for present consumption; 

On the 3d March they entered the South Sea with a fair 
fresh breeze, which from the south had shifted to the east^ 
ward. On the 9th th^ werie in latitude 47® lO', and on the 
17th in latitude 36®, still bearing for Juan Fernandez. On 
the 19th a strange sail was seen to the southward bearing 
full upon them, which was mistaken for a Spaniard, but 
proved to be the Nicholas of Jjondon^ commanded by Cap- 
tain Eaton, fitted out as a trader, but in reality a Bucanier 
ship. Captain Eaton came on board the BacheWs Delight, 
related his adventures, and, like ti tm^ brother^ gave tho 
company water, while they spared him a supp^ of bread and 
beef. Together they now steered for JuanFemandes, ai^ 
on the 23d anchored in a bay at the south end of the island* 
in twenty-five fiithoms water. From Eaton they had heaid 
of another London vessel, the Cygnetj conmiandied by Ci^ 
tain Swan, which was really a trader, and held a li^sense 
from the then lord high admiral of England, the Duke of 
York, afterward James II. With this ship the Nicholas had 
entered the South Sea, but they had been separated in a 
gale. 

It may be remembered, that when Captain Watllng and 
his company escaped from Juan Fernanda^ three years 
before, they had left ft Mosquito Indian 6n the island, who 
was out hunting goats when the alarm came. This Mofi* 
quito-man, named William, was the first and the true Rob- 
inson Crusoe, the original hermit of this romantic soHtuda. 
Immediately on approaching the island, Damnier and a few 
of William's old friends, together with a Mosquito-inan 
named Robing put off for the shore, where they soofi per-' 
ceived William striding readjr to ^e them Welcom*. 
From the heights he had seen the ships on the precedifi^ 
day, and knowing them to be English Tsapels bjr the wi^ 
they were worked, he had killed three goats, and dressw 
them wi A cabbage of the ieabbage4ree, to have a feftst ready 
vn the arrival of the shipei Hew greet was hie deK|bt| •# 
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the boat neared the slioTe, when Robin leatptA to the 
and funning up to him, fell Ait on faU ftee at Ui fttir 
William raised up hi» countryman^ embraced him, md id I 
turn TODBtrated himself at Robin's feet, who lifted hun vp, I 
and tney renewed their embraces. ^ We stood with plw- | 
sure," says Dampier, ^ to behold the surprise^ tsmlMmeWy 
and solemnity of their interview, which was irrrwiliMlj 
affecting on both sides ; and when these their c«niiioi£» 
of civility were over, we alsa that stood gazing at tbMi 
drew near, each of us emlimcing him we had found how^ 
who was oveijoyed to see so many of his old finendB^ coms 
hither, as he thousfat, purpoeely to fetch hiok" 

At the time Wmiam was abandoned, he had with him in 
(he woods his gun and knife, and a small quantity of nowdtf 
and shot. As soon as his ammumtionr was expendbdy by 
notching his kmfe into a saw, he cut op the banel of hif 
gun into pieces, which he converted into harpooDs, lnee% 
and a long knife. To accomplish this he struck fire with 
his gun-flint and a piece of the barrel of his gun, which be 
kudened for this purpose in a way he had seen p t fcutii eJ 
by the Bucaniers. In this fire he heated his piecee of iroii^ 
hammered them out with stones, sawed them with hie 
jagged knife, or grinded them to an edge, and tempered 
them ; *^ which was no more than these Mosquito-meD 
were accustomed to do in their own country, ywre they 
make theur own fishing and striking instruments without 
either forge or anvil, though they spend a great deal of timir 
about them." Thus furnished, William supplied htmielf 
with goat«' flesh and fiiah, thoush^ till his instnuneiits weitf 
formed, he had been eon>pelled to eat seal. He built hie 
house about a half-mile from the riiore, and lined it snugly 
with goat-skins, with which he also spread his couch or 
iarbectte^ which was raised two feet from the floor. As hie 
elothee wore out, he supplied this want also with goat-ekinSf 
and when first seen he wore notlung save a ffoot-akiD 
about his waist. Though the S^paniar^ who bad learned 
(hat a Mosquito-man was left here, had looked for William 
several timesj he had always, by retising to » secret plaear 
contrived to elude their search. 

The island of JuanFemandes was hiUy, and intersected 
by small pleasant valleys ; the mountains were partly savanna 
mad jf&Af woodland;, the grass el^ the flat places being 
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^cate and Undj, of a short thick growth, unlike the 
coarse sedgy graai of tbs savannas of the West Indies* 
The cabbage-tr«a waa found here, and well-ffrown timber 
of different kinds, though none that was fit for masts* 
There were in the isluid two bays, both at the east end, 
where ships might anchor, and into each of them 6owed a 
rivulet of good water. Water was also found in every 
valley. Goats, which according to Dampier were originally 
brought to the island by the discoverer, were now found in 
large flocks, and seals swarmed about the island **a8 if they 
had no other place in the world to live in, every bay and rock 
being full of them." Sea-lions* were abo numerous, and 
different kinds of fish were found. The seals ware of dif- 
ferent colours, — black, gray, and dun, with a fine thick 
short fiir. Millions of them were seen sitting in the bays, 
going or coming into the sea, or, as they lay at the top of 
the waves, sporting and sunning themselves, covering the 
water for a mile or two from the shore. When they como 
out of the sea ** they bleat like sheep for their young ; an^ 
though they pass through hundreds of others* young, yet 
they will not suffer any of them to suck." The searlion is 
shaped like a seal, but is six times as big, with <* great 
goggle eyes," and teeth three inches long, of which the 
Bucaniers sometimes made dice. 

The Bucaniers remained for sixteen days at this island 
getting in provisions, and for the recovery of the sick and 
those affected with scurvy, who were placed on shore, and 
fed with vegetables and fresh goaU' flesh, which regimen 
was found beneficial. On the 8th April they sailed for the 
American coast, which they approachid in 24^ S. ; but 
stood off at the distance of fourteen or fljfteen leagues, that 
they might not be observed from the high grounds by ths 
Spaniards. 

The nautical and geographical observations of fiainpieif 
in this tract of the rac&c are important. The land from 
the 24th to the 10th degree south was of prodigious height. 
** It lies generally in ridges parallel to the shore^ and tmree 
or four ridges, one within another, each surpassing the 
other in height ; those that are farthest within land heing 

* The l<>onine aeaU ao flreqoently mentioned in tbia volume as Uw sea> 
lion sceo by CsveiHliipli nA0Omn. 

Y 
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much higher thaa the othan. 
when seen at m.** To the 
luountain-rii^^ree Danpier hnpatee ^ 
tills region. . ^k' 

The first captanr of the Bocanisn, ntaie ^ tl» dif 
May, was a S^msh ship boDBd to LuMyMeA witktiHte 
from Guayaquil ; ftom wfakh they leMBied tbtl it «m 
known in the settlements that pintes weitt om tbe ooant 

On the 9th they anchored at Uie isle of Lobde de la Mir 
with their prize. Lobos de la Mar is properly a ehuter of 
small islets, divided by narrow channels. They an aaiidv 
and barren, destitute of water, and frequented by l ea- fi wiiy 
penguins, and a small black fowl that our navigator nomr 
saw save here and at Juan Fernandez, which mMe holee fai 
the sand for a night-habitation.* This Uadc fowl nade 
good meat. At this place the ships were 8cnd>bed| and 
the prisoners rigidly Examined, that from their inlbcmatiaii 
llie voyagers might guide their future proceedings. Tnuc- 
Siawas the town at last fixed upon for making a deacent. 
The companies of both ships were mustered, for Eaton and 
Cock had now agreed to hunt in couples, and the mnm 
were proved. The men amounted to 108 fit to bear anii% 
besides the sick. Before they sailed on this ezpeditioii 
three ships were seen steering northward. Cook stood 
after one of them, which made for the land^ and Eaton purr 
sued the other two to sea, and captured them on the saa^ 
day. They contained cargoes of flour from lima iat the 
city of Panama, whither they carried intelligence from the 
governor of the foimidable Bucanier foros whidi now 
Sireatened the isoaet. One of the ships carried eight tone 
of quince-marmalade. The Bucaniers were deeply morti* 
fied to learn that they had narrowly missed a prbe contain* 
ing 800,000 pieces of eight, which had been landed at an 
intermediate port, upon a rumour of English afa^ being 
cruising off the coast of Peru. 

The design against l^uxillo was now abandoned, ae tkief 
learned that it 1^ lately been fortified, and a Spaidsh gai>» 
risen established for its defence ; and on the evening Oftha 
19th they sailed with their flour-prizes for the GJapafai 
Islands, which they descried on the 31st, " some appeen^ 

• This Is described by WoodM IsfmaBa Uad sT isak 
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on the lee-bowt mm €n the weat]iei4)ow, and others right 
ahead.** The Gall|Nig«M Idandt, mentHKoed in pave 50 of 
this voimne^ imm mutny little kmomn at the time the 
Bucanien made Ak Tint. They lie mder the equator, 
are numerona, and were iuiiiihabited» and abounded in 
iguanaa and large land-turtle; otherwiae they are rocky 
and barren, and mostly destitute of water,* though in aome 
of them this article, so essential to the mariner, was found 
of excellent quality both in brooks and ponds. Several of 
the isles are seven or eight leagues long, and from three to 
four broad, and partially wooded. Land-turtle were found 
here in such multitudes, that Dampier says ** 600 or 600 men 
might subsist on them for several months without any other 
sort of provision." Some of them weighed from 150 to 
200 pounds, and were two feet or two £et six inches over 
the callipee, and sweet as a young pullet. Th«> islands also 
abounded in sea-turtle, — the creeks and shallows beinff 
filled with the turtle-grass on which the green-turtle feed. 
The sea-turtle were of four kinds, — the green-turtle, the 
loggerhead, the trunk-turtle, and the hawksbill; on the 
back of this last species is found the shell so much valued 
in commerce. The largest of them afforded about three 
pounds and a half of this shell. 

At the Galapagos Isles the Bucaniers remained for ten 
days, and deposit^ a store of their prize-flour against future 
necessity. Salt was found here, pijreons abounded, the sea 
teemed with fish, and the leaves of the moinaietf-treet fur- 

* The Bnranlers at thdr first vialt coald not dlBBOWSr how the small 
birdK, and especially the turtle-doTes, which wsie bsrs nnmeroiia, and 
M tame that they would liglit upon the men's sboalders. obtained water. 
On another vo)'age MMne aeamen, lying under a uriekly*pear-tree,observed 
an old bird snpiilylng the young ones with dnnlK, by ^ueedag a lioaid 
froin a email berry into their bills. This liquid was Ibund te bs ^ghlly 
acid, and not unpleasant in taste. For drink at these islands, Nten water 
rouUI not be obtained, the seamen chewed leaves that tkej gathered, 
which they describe as of a thick pnlpy consistence. 

t Mammea Americana, Linn., of the IJnnMW class, and ordsr Pdy- 
andria, Monofjnia, and of the natural fhmily GiMifkrm. ft h a hand- 
some tree, sixty or seventy ftec high, with an 6l««nt branehlng head. 
The flowers are white, and swest-eeeiiied. The milt roundish, flve or 
six inches in diameter, enclosing a rich vHlow pulp within a leathery 
rind. It \m called .ihricot'savva^e by the French, and. according to Jae- 
ipsin, is eaten either in a raw state, or cut mio Mkion w^!i wine and 
oegar, or preserred in syrun. The skin and sseds ars hitisr, with a 
aunog resinous flavour, la Ifartioiqne the flowers ars distilled W4h 
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nbhed them with vegetablei ; to that tlM Gali^agiM wen 
in all respects well uapted for a Baoanier stotion. 

By the advice of an Indian, one of Umnt ptiaooersy the 
BucanieiB were induced to visit Ria IstMil^ native plaecb 
where he pTomiiied them a rich harveat in plunder. 

At Jaan Fernandez Captain Cook had heen taken lU ; 
he now died somewhat auddenly aa they atood aiff Giqpe 
Blanco, and, as a mark of respect, waa buried on ahore. 
While his men were digging the grave they were aeen by 
three Spanish Indians, who held aloof, but asked thetn 
many questions ; " and one man," says Dampier, ** did not 
stick to sooth them up with as many falsehoods, puipoaely 
to draw them into our clutches ; and at length drilled them 
by discourse so near, that our men laid hold on all three at 
once." One escaped before the burial of Cook waa over, 
and the other two were taken on ship-board. "When ex« 
amined, notwithstanding their pretended simplicity, they 
confessed that they had been sent out as spies by the Gov- 
ernor of Panama, who had received intelligence of the Bac* 
anier squadron. 

The voyagers were informed by these prisoners that large 
herds of cattle were reared in this neighbourhood, whidi 
was welcome news to seamen who had seen no fresh meat 
since their run from the Galapagos. Two boats were im- 
mediately sent to the shore with an Indian guide to brinff 
off cattle ; but the enterprise appeared dangerous, ana 
Dampier with twelve men rt^urned on board. Those who 
were more foolhardy, and who even slept on shore, foui^ 
themselves next morning watched by forty or Afty armed 
Spaniards, and their boat burnt. The cowardly Spaniarda, 
afraid to come forward, still lurked in their ambush, and 
one of the seamen on landing, having noticed an inrtJated 
rock which just appeared above water, they made off liar 
this fortress, and holding fast by each other, and wadinff to 
the neck, they reached the rocE^ while the Spanish allot 
whistled after them. In this perilous condition they bad 
remained for seven hours, the tide, whidi waa at the ebb 
when they took refuge here, rising around them, and gam* 
iog on the rock so rapidly, that haS not help come from the 

spirits, and made into a liquor called Eau Creole. May not tbe imm 
mee-tree nieotlQned in the text as fumisUing edible leaves be a diflMi 
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ships, in another hour they must have been swept away. 
The Spaniards, who relished bush-fighting better than the 
open field, meanwhile lay in wait for the catastrophe ; but 
when the canoe from the English ships bore off the men, 
they offered no resistance. 

The quarter-master, Edward Davis, was now elected 
commander in the room of Captain Cook ; and after taking 
in water, and cuttin^^lancewood for handles to their oars, 
they bore away for Ria Lexa, and on the 23d July were 
opposite the harbour. The situation of the town is known 
by a high-peaked volcanic mountain, which rises within 
three leagues of the harbour, but may be seen at the dis- 
tance of twenty leagues. A small flat island, about a mile 
long and a quarter of a mile broad, forms the harbour, in 
which 200 sail can ride. It may be entered by a channel at 
each end. 

The Spaniards had here also got the start of the enemy. 
They had thrown up a breastwork on a strong position, and 
stationed sentinels to give instant alarm ; and the Buca- 
niers, who wished to surprise and plunder, and not to fight 
against great odds, deemed it prudent to steer for the Gulf 
of Amapalla, an arm of the sea running inland eight or ten 
leagues, and made remarkable by two headlands at the en- 
trance. Point Casivina on the south side, in latitude 12® 
40" N., and on the north-west Mount St. Michael. 

At a previous consultation, it had been agreed that Cap- 
tain Davis should advance first, in two canoes, and endea- 
vour to seize some Indians to labour at careening the ships, 
and also a prisoner of better condition, from whom intelli- 
gence might be obtained. On the Island of Mangera the 
padre of a village, from which all the other inhabitants had 
fled, was caught while endeavouring to escape, and with 
him two Indian boys. With these Davit pvoceeded to 
Amapalla, where, having previously gained fW at friffht* 
ened the priest, he told tSe Indians drawn ap to nceive him 
thai he and his company were Bisca3mers, eent by the 
King of Spain to clear the seas o^ pirates, mA that hie 
business in the bay of this islai>d was only to caveen hie 
ships. On this assurance Davis and his men were well 
received, and they ail marched together, etrangers and na*> 
tires, to church, which was the usual place ofpublic assem- 
bly, whether for business or amusement. TlM images in 

Y2 
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the churches here, like those in the Bay of Ounpeacbff ; 
were painted of the Indian complexion ; and the peopM^ 
under the sway of their padres, lived in nradi the aaae eoB* 
dition as the tribes described on the banks of the Tobeeon^ 
cultivating maize, rearing poultry, and duly Mring tlM 
priest his tithe. Here, too, they were indulfled in mfeifte- 
and other pastimes, with abundance of music, im m 
eves and holydays. *' Their mirth,'* says Dampiery ** < 
sists in singing, dancing, and using many antic geeti 
If the moon shine they use but few toidies ; if not^ the 
church is full of light. They meet at these times ell sorts 
of both sexes. All the Indians that I have been acqoainled 
with who are under the Spaniards seem to be more rnelvH 
choly than other Indians who are £ree ; and at these poblio 
meetings, when they are in the greatest of their JoUky» 
their mirth seems to be rather forced than reaL Thar 
songs are very melancholy and doleful ; so is their mnsie.** 

In attending them to the church under the guise of friend- 
ship, Davis intended to ensnare these unsuspecting people^ 
and make them all his prisoners till he had dictated his 
own terms of ransom, the padre havinff, probablr from eom* 
pulsion, promised his aid in entrappmg his noek» This 
hopeful project was frustrated by one of the Bneeniefs 
rashly and rudely pushing a man into the ohnzch befioie 
him. The alarm was given, the Indian fled, and his eoun* 
trymen *< sprung out of the church like deer.** Davis and 
his men inunediately fired, and killed a leading man among 
the natives. 

The Bucaniers were, however, afterward asnsted by 
several of the natives in storin? the ships with cattle plun- 
dered from an island in the gul^ belonging to a nnnneiy in 
ttome distant place ; and, from some feelings of remone^ 
on leaving this quarter Davis presented the islanders of Ana* 
palla with one <n his prize-slups, and a considerable part of 
the cargo of floor which it contained, llie >h^ here broke 
c^ eonsortship. ^ Th« crews had quarrelled, — ^Davis's partjy 
in rif ht of priority in nnvauding, claiminsr the largest share 
of the spoils. Eaton left the gulf on the 2d Septembei^ 
and Davis, with whom Dampier continued, on the dayfol- 
^owing, having previously set the padre on shore. Thsj 
-*ood for the coast of Pern, having almost every day tor- 
.«<i<^es acconqpanied with thunder and lightning,— ^eaUwr 
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of this kind generally prevailing in these latitudes firom 
Jane to November. When these gusts were over, the wind 
generally shifted to the west. Near Cape St. FrandMir 
they had settled weather, and the wind at south. AbodP 
this place they again fell in with Eaton, who had encooB*^ 
tered terrible storms. " Such tornadoes as he and his men 
had never before seen, — the air smelling very touch of sul- 
phur, and they fiuicying themselves in great danger of being 
burnt by the lightning." Captain Eaton had touched at 
Cocos Island, where he laid up a store of flour, and took in 
water and cocoanuts. Cocos Island, as described by Eaton, 
is nearly surrounded by rocks ; but at the north-east end 
there is one small and secure harbour, — a brook. of fresh 
water flowing into it. The middle of the island is high, 
and though destitute of trees, looks verdant and pleasant 
from the abundance of an herb which the Spaniards called 
gramadiel, growing upon the high grounds. Near the 
shore all round the island were groves of cocoas. 

At the Island of La Plata, so named, according to Dam- 
pier, from Sir Francis Drake having divided upon it the 
plunder of the plate-ship the Cacafuego, the Bucaniers 
found water, though but a scanty rivulet, and plenty of 
small sea-turtle. Captain Eaton's company would again 
have joined their former consorts ; but Dampier relates 
that Davis's men, his own comrades, were stiU so unrea- 
sonable that they would not consent to new-comers havins 
an equal share of what they pillaoed ; so the Nicholas held 
southward, while the Bachelor's Delight steered for Point 
Santa Elena in 2° 15' S., pretty high but flat land, naked 
of trees and overgrown with thistles. There was no freiH 
water on the point, and this article the inhabitants broughf 
from four leagues' distance, from the river Colanche, the 
innermost part of the bay. Watermelons, larse and very 
sweet, were the only things cultivated on the point. Pitch* 
was the principal commodity of the inhabitants. It boiled 
out of a hole in the earth at five paces above hiffh-water 
mark, and was found plentifully at flood-tide ; men first 
obtained it was like thin tar, but was boiled down to the con- 
sistence of pitch. 

Davis's men landed at Manta, a Tillage on the mainland^ 

* Alfatraae, a bitominoos earth. 
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about three league* to the east of Cape San Jdmmao, 
whett thej made two old women piisonen, fram wkoM Ihqr 
liliii'il that manj Bacanien had latelj cro aa id theii ~ 
Hmm the West Indies, and were cniising oq the 
CMMKS and pirogues. The viceroj had taken ereij 
tion against this new incnision. On all the unin 
islands the goats had been destroyed ; wbipm wete Imh— J io 
save them firom the Bucaniers, and no proviaioBs «wt 
allowed to remain at anj place on the coast, bal each as 
might be required for the immediate supply of the inhabift* 
ants. Davis returned to La Plata, at a Iom what eomae to 
take ; when, on the 2d October, he was joined faj the Oyr- 
net of London, commanded by Captain Swan, whO| ul 
treated by the Spaniards, and disappointed of peaeefiil 
traffic, for which he had come prepared with an expcBshro 
cargo, had been compelled by hu men to receive on Inaid a 
party of Bucaniers, and in self-defence to commence fiee- 
booter. Before he had adopted this course some of his men 
had been killed by the Spaniards at Baldivia, where he had 
attempted to open a trade. With this small Bocanier 
party, which had come by the Darien, plundering by the 
way, Swan fell in near the Gulf of Nicoya. It was led by 
Peter Harris, the nephew of a Bucanier commander of the 
same name who had been killed in the battle with the Span- 
ish ships in the Bay of Panama three years before. Harris 
took command under Swan, in a small bark wholly n^mnnmA 
by Bucaniers. 

This was a joyful meeting of old associates ; and the de- 
parture of Eaton was now deeply regretted, as their united 
(brce might have ensured success to more important under- 
takings than any they had yet ventured to contemplate. 
While the ships were refitting at La Plata, a small baik, 
which Davis had taken after the Spaniards had set it on 
fire, was sent out to cruise, and soon brought in a prize of 
400 tons burthen, laden with timber, and gave intemgence 
that the viceroy was fitting out a fleet of ten frigates to 
sweep them from the South Seas. Asain the loss of Eaton 
was felt, and this bark was despatched to search for him on 
the coast of Lima. It went as far as the Isle of Lobos. 
Meanwhile Swan's ship, which was still full of English 
(oods, was put in better fighting-trim, and made fit to ac- 
•'^mnnnd^fii ber additional crew. The supercargo sold hia 
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goods on credit to every Bueanier who would yBmhtma^. 
taking his chance of payment, and the bulky 
which remained were pitched OTerboiird,^-«l 
and finer goods, and iron bars which were kept lor 1 
being alone retained. In lien of these sacrificAS, the 
Bucaniers on board the Cygnet agreed that ten riiare^i 
all booty should be set asiik for Swan's owners. 

The men-of»war were now scrubbed and cleaned, a small 
baric was equii^>ed as a fireship ; and the vessel which had 
been cruisin? after Eaton not having returned, the squad- 
ron sailed v^ithout it on the 2(Hh October, and on the Sd 
November landed at Paita, which was found nearly aban 
doned, but left without ** money, goods, or a meal of 
victuals of any kind." They anchored before the place, 
and demanded ransom for its safety, ordering in the mean 
while 300 pecks of flour, 8000 pounds of sugar, 26 jars of 
wine, and 1000 of water to be brought off to the ships ; 
but, after wasting six days, they obtained nothing, and in 
revenge burnt the town. The road of Paita was one of ths 
best in Peru, roomy, and sheltered from the south-west by 
a point of luid. The town had no water except what WM 
carried thither from Colan, from whence the place was also 
supplied with fruits, hogs, plantains, and mane. Dampinr 
says, that on this coast, from about **Cape Blanco to90^ S., 
no rain ever falls that he ever observed or heard oV* H« 
calls this range ** the dnr country." Wafer states thad 
heavy nightly dews fertilize the valleys. The country 
around it was mountainous and steril. 

From information obtained here, it was gathered thMt 
Captain Eaton had been before them, and had bnnied a 
large ship in the road, and landed all Ms prisoners. They 
also learned that a small vessel, wluch tiiey oondoded lo 
be their own bark, had approached the harbour, and made 
some fishermen bnng out water. 

Harris's small vessel being found a heavy lailar, was 
burned before leaving Paita, from which the aqoadron 
steered for Lobos de Tierra, and on the 14th anchored 
near the east end of the island, and took in a mpply of 
seals, penguins, and boobies, of which tliey ate *''^^oiT 
heartily, not having tasted flesh in a great while befbra." 
To reconcile his men to what had bean tha beet Cua of the 
ertws of Drake, Cavendish, and the aariier navigatQi% 
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Captain Swan commended this food as of extraoidiniiy d^ 
cacy and rarity, comparing the seals to roasted Wfh ^ 
bofrfMes to pullets, and the penguins to ducks. On l]w 
19th the fleet reached Lohos de la Mar, where a letter waf 
"iaaxid deposited at the rendezvous hy the bark, wbioh was 
•tiU in search of Eaton. It was now feared he had nikd 
for the East Indies, which turned out to be the facL 

Here the Mosquito-men supplied the companies of both 
ships with turtle ; while the seamen laboured to dean and 
repair, and provide them with firewood, preparatoiy to an 
attempt upon Guayaquil. For this place ^ey sailed on 
the morning of the 29th. According to Dampier, Guaya- 
quil was then one of the chief ports of the South Seas. 
The commodities it exported were hides, tallow, oocoay 
sarsajiarilla, and a woollen fabric nameid Quito doth* 
genemlly used by the common people throufl^out all Pern. 
The Bucaniers left the ships anchored off Cape Blaneo» 
and entered the bay with their canoes and a burk. They 
captured a small vessel laden with Quito doth, the master 
of which informed them of a look-out being kept at Ponat 
which lay in their way, and that three vessels with negro 
slaves were then about to sail firom GuayaquiL One of 
these vessels they took shortly afterward, cut down her 
mainmast, and left her at anchor, and next morning cap* 
tured the other two, though only a few negroes were 
picked out of this to them useless cargo. 

From mismanagement, and disagreement between the 
commanders and the men in the two ships, the ezpeditioa 
against Guayaquil misgave. It was imagined tnat the 
town was alairmed and prepared to receive them warmly ; 
and after having landed, lain in the woods all night, and 
made their way with considerable difficulty, they abandoned 
the design before one shot had been fir^, and while the 
place lay ftiU in view of them at a mile's distance without 
manifesting any appearance of opposition being intended. 

Dampier, whose ideas took a wider and ^Ider range 
than those of his companions, deeply lamented their ill con* 
duct upon the fair occasion which offered at this time of 
enriching themsf>lves at less expense of crime than in their 
ordinary pursuits. '* Never," he says, **was there put 
into the hands of men a greater opportunity to enrich thrai* 
•elves.'' His bold and comprehensive plan was, with tiM 
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1000 negproes found in the three ehtpe, to have cone to SC 
Martha, and worked the gold-mines there. In the Indiuie 
he reckoned upon finding friends, as they mortally hated 
the Spaniards, — for present sustenance they had 200 tons 
of flour laid up at the Galapagos Islands, — ^the North Sea 
would have been open to them, — thousands of Bucanien 
would have joined them from all parts of the West Indies, 
and united they might have been a match for all the force 
Peru could muster, masters of the richest mines in this 
quarter, and of all the west coast as high as Quito* 
Whether Dampier unfolded this ** golden dream" at the 
time does not appear. The Bucaniers, at all events, sailed 
to La Plata, where they found the bark, and divided the 
cloth of Quito equally between the companies of Swan and 
Davis, converting the vessel in which it had been taken 
into a tender for the Cygnet. 

This ship had since joining depended almost wholly 
upon the Bachelor's Delight for provisions, as it had 
neither Mosquito-purveyors nor a store of flour ; and the 
original Bueanier company of Davis now murmured loudly 
at feeding the cowards who they alleged had balked the 
attempt on Guayaquil. But neither could afford to part 
consortship, and they sailed in company on the 23d Decem- 
ber to attack Lavelia in the Bay of Panama. In this 
cruise, from the charts and books found in their prizes, 
they supplied the ignorance and deficiencies of the Indians 
and Spanish pilots whom they had as prisoners on board ; 
these drafts being found surer guides. Their object was 
in the first place to search for canoes, — the Want of boats 
being greatly felt, — in rivers where the Spaniards had no 
trade with the natives, nor settlements of any kind, as con- 
cealment was most important to the success of their opera* 
tions. In unfirequented rivers where boats might be found, 
the coast abounded from the equinoctial line to the Golf 
of St. Michael. When five days out from La Plata, they 
made a sudden descent upon a village named Tomaco, 
where they captured a vessel laden with timber, in which 
was a Spanish knight with a crew of eight Spaniards, and 
also took what the Bucaniers valued much more, a canoe 
with twelve jars of good old wine. A canoe with a party 
that rowed six leagues farther up the river, which Dampisr 
named St. Jago, came to a house belonging to a Spanish 
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lady of L|p», whose serfants at tins remote statioii tncM 
witn the natives for gold. They fled ; but the Baeanlen 
found several ounces of gold left in their calabariie*. Th« 
land on the banks of this river was a rich black mouldy pro- 
ducing tall trees. The cotton and cabbage-treee floniMaed 
here on the banks ; and a good way into the interior In- 
dian settlements were seen, with plantations of maitei 
plantain-walks, hogs, and pouhiy. At Tomaco » ^vaum 
with three natives visited the strangers^ whom they did aot 
^distinguish from Spaniards. They were of middliDg ttitp% 
straigQt, and well-limbed, <* long-visaged, tfain-faaed| with 
black hair, ill-looked men, of a veiy daric copper eo«iftoi^ 
ion.'* The Bucaniers presented them with wine^ which 
tlm drank fre^. 

On the 1st of January the Cygnet and Bp.ohaiiii*« 
Dehght sailed for the Island of Gallo, carrying with Hhbi 
the Spanish knight Don Pinas, and two eanoea. Qa tl|» 
way one of their boats captured the packet-boat from JJmmt 
and fished up the letters which the Spaniaidi when piiiv# 
sued had thrown overboard attached to a Him and biuij* 
From these despatches they learned the welcome and inkpoil* 
ant fiict of Uie Governor of Panama hastening the Mdling oJT 
the triennial Plate-fleet from Callao to Panama^ pi«?ioiw 
to the treason being conveyed across the isthmus to Porto 
Bello on mules. To intercept this fleet would enrich ewj 
man among them at one stroke ; and to this single obiaet 
every faculty was now bent. As a fit place to careen thmr 
ships, and at the same time lie in wait for theb prey, they 
fixed upon the Pearl Islands in the Bay of Panama, for 
which they sailed firom Gallo on the morning of the 7th ; 
- ^wo ships, three barks, a fireship, and two small teak* 
ders, one attached to each ship. 

On the 8th they opportunely captured a baik with floiir« 
and then *< joffged on with a gentle gale*' to Gorgona, an 
uninhabited islaud, well wooded, and watered with bro<d[« 
lets issuing from the high grounds. Pearl-oysters abounded 
here. They were found in from four to six fathoms watery 
and seemed flatter in the shell than the ordinary eatings 
oyster. The pearl was found at the head of the oystery 
between the shell and Uie meat, sometimes one or two 
pretty large in size, and at other times twenty or thiily 
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seed-pearls. The inside of the shell was " more glorioas 
than the pearl itself." 

Landing most of their prisoners at Gorgona, the squad- 
ron, now consisting of six sail, steered for the Bay of Pa- 
nama, and anchored at Galera, a small, barren, uninhabited 
island, from whence they again sailed on the 2dth to one 
of the southern Pearl Islands, as a place more suitable to 
hale up and clean the ships. "Uliile this was in progress, 
the small barks cruised, and brought in a prize laden with 
beef, Indian com, and fowls, wmch were all highly ac- 
ceptable. They nett took in water and firewood, and 
were at last in fit oider to fight as well as to watch the 
Plate-fleet, which they did cruising before Panama, between 
the Peari Islands and the main; where* says Dampiery 
** it was veiy pleasant sailing, having the main on one side, 
which appears in divers forms. It is beautified with many 
email hiUs, clothed with wood of divers sorts of trees, 
which are always green and flourishing. There are some 
few small high islands within a league of the main, scat- 
tered here and there one, partly woody partly bare, and 
they as well as the main appear very pleasant." Most of 
the Pearl Islands were wooded and fertile ; and firom them 
were drawn the rice, plantains, and bananas which sup- 
plied the city of New Panama, " a &ir city standing close 
by the sea, about four miles from the ruins of the old town,** 
—encompassed behind with a fine country of hill and 
valley, beautified with groves and spots of trees, appearing 
like islands in the savannas. The new city had been walled 
in since the late visit which Dampier had made it with 
Sawkins, Coxon, and Sharp, and the walls were now 
mounted with guns pointing seaward. 

As Davis lay nearly opposite the city, its supplies from 
the islands were completely cut off ; while his people every 
day fished, hunted, or pillaged among them. At this time 
Davis negotiated for an exchange of prisoners, giving up 
forty, of whom he was very glad to be rid, in return for 
one of Harris's band, and a man who liad been surprised 
by the Spaniards while hunting in the islands. Attention 
to the safety of the meanest individual of their company 
was at all times one of the fundamental principles of the 
Bucaniers ; and it is stated on good authority, that when 
they first hunted in the wilds of Hi^paniol», if at mghtiall 

Z 
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one comrade was missmg, all basineM was raipeiidfld till 
he was either found or his disappearance satisfiictorilf 
accounted for. 

The Lima fleet proved tardy in making its appearance^ 
and the Bucaniers again moved, and came to anchor near 
Tabago, an island of the bay abounding in cocoa and mam- 
mee, and having fine brooks of pure water gliding through 
^rroves of fruit-trees. About this time they were nearly en- 
snared by the stratagem of a Spaniard, who, under pre- 
tence of clandestine traffic, sent a fireship among them at 
midnight ; but the treachery was suspected in time, and 
avoided. This fireship had been fitted up by the same 
Captain Bond of whom they had heard at the Cape de Verd 
Islands. He was an English pirate who had deserted to 
the Spaniards. 

The squadron, which had been scattered through the 
night from alarm of the fireship, had scarcely returned to 
its station, and looked about for the cut anchors, when the 
fireebooters were thrown into firesh consternation by seeinff 
many canoes full of armed men passing throush an iaUuui- 
channel and steering direct for them. They also bore up ; 
but the strangers proved to be a party of 280 Bucaniers, 
French and English, in twenty-eight canoes, who had Just 
crossed the isthmus on an expedition to lue South Sea. 
The Enfflish seamen, eighty in number, entered with Swan 
and Davis ; and the flour-prize was given to the French 
Flibustiers, who entered it under the conunand of Ci4>tain 
Groignet, their countryman. These strangers announced 
another party of 180, under Captain Townley, all English* 
who were at this time constructing canoes to bring them 
down the rivers into the South Sea ; and on the 30th of 
March these joined the fleet, not, however, in canoes, but 
in two ships which thc*^ had taken as soon as they entered 
the bay, laden with flour, wine, brandy, and sugar. The 
squadron was further increased by the arrival of a vesiel 
under the command of Mr. William Knight ; and the In- 
dians of Santa Martha brought intelligence that yet another 
strong party, French and English, were on the way. These 
also arrived, to the number of 264 men, with three com- 
manders ; one of whom, Le Picard, was a veteran who had 
starved under Lolonnois and Morgan at Porto Bello. 

The Bucanicr force now amounted to about 1000 men ; 
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and the greatest want was coppers to cook provisions for 
so many. The few kettles which they had were kept at 
work day and night, and a foraging-party sent out to bring 
in coppers. 

From intercepted letters it was ascertained that the Lima 
fleet was now at sea ; and the design upon the ciiy was 
suspended till the plate-ships were fijnst secured, though, as 
it chanced, in counting on their easy capture, the Bucaniers 
reckoned without their host. 

It was now the latter end of May, and for nx months the 
Bucaniers had concentrated their attention on this single 
enterprise. Their fleet now consisted of ten sail; but, 
save the Bachelor's Delight, which carried thirty-six guns, 
and the Cygnet, which was armed, none were of force, 
though all were fully manned. The Spanish fleet, it was 
afterward learned, mustered fourteen sail ; two of forty 
guns, one of thirty-six, another of eighteen, and one of 
eight guns, with large companies to each ship. Two fire- 
ships attended the Spanish fleet. 

Before the Bucaniers had finished consultation on their 
plan of operation, the Spanish fleet advanced upon theniy 
and battle was resolved on. And, " lying to windward of 
the enemy, we had it," says Dampier, *'in our choice 
whether to fight or not. It was three o'clock in the after- 
noon when we weighed, and being all under sail, we bore 
down right afore the wind on our enemies, who kept close 
on a wind to come to us ; but night came on without any 
thing besides the exchanging of a few shot on each side. 
When it grew dark the Spanish admiral put out a light as 
a signal for his fleet to come to an anchor. We saw this 
light at the admiral's top for about half an hour, and then it 
was taken down. In a short time after we saw the light 
again, and being to windward, we kept under sail, sup- 
posing the light had been in the admiral's top ; but, as it 
proved, this was only a stratagem of theirs, for this light was 
put out the second time at one of the barks' topmast-head, 
and then she was sent to leeward, which deceived us, for 
we thought still the light was in the admiral's top, and by 
that means ourselves to windward of them." At daybreak 
the Bucaniers found that by this stratagem the Spaniards 
had got the weather-gage of them, and were bearing down 
full sail, which compell^ them to run for it ; and a rtinning 
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fight was maintuned all day, till, having mad« a torn 
akno8t round the bay, they anchored at night whenee they 
had set oat in the morning. Thus termiiutted theb hopM 
of the treasure-ships, though it was afterward learned that 
the plate had been previously landed. The French cap- 
tain, Groignet, had kept out of the action, for which he and 
his crew were afterward cashiered by their EnciiBh tmth 
ciates. The common accusation which the English Boca- 
niers brought against their allies was reluctance to fight ; 
while the latter blamed their indecent contempt of the Car 
tholic religion, displayed as often as they entered the Span* 
ish churches, by hacking and mutilating every thing with 
their cutlasses, and firing their pistols at the images of the 
saints. Next morning the Spanish fleet was seen at anchor 
three leagues to the leeward, and as the breeze spnudff up 
it stood away for Panama, contented with safety and the 
small advantage obtained on the former day. The Buc^ 
niers were equally well satisfied to escape a renewed en- 

gigement, and after consultation they bore away for the 
eys of Quibo to seek Harris, who had been sepemted 
from them in the battle or flight. At this appointed roi- 
dezvous they met their consort, and a fresh consoHatioa 
made tbem resolve to march inland and assault Leoii| fint 
securing the port of Ria Lexa. 

The assault and conquest of these places offers nothing 
of interest or noveky ; they were carried by the amtoi 
Bocanier force, amounting to 640 men, with eight vessels^ 
three of them being tenders, and one a fireship. In Uds 
assault Dampier was left with 60 men to guard the eanoes 
in which the party had been landed. At Leon they lost a 
veteran Bacanier of the original breed, whom Dampier thus 
eulogises : ** He was a stout old gray-headed man, aged 
•bout eighty-four, who had served under Oliver (Cromwell) 
in the Insh rebelHon ; after which he was at Jamaica, and 
had followed privateering ever since. He would not accept 
the offer our men made him to tarry ashore, but sidd he 
would venture as far as the best of them ; and when sur- 
rounded by the Spaniards, he refiised to take quarter, hot 
discharged his gun among them, keeping a pistol still 
charged ; so they shot him dead at a distance. His name 
was Swan. He was a very merry, hearty old man, and 
always used to declare he would never take quarter*** 
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A Mr. Smith, a merchant or sapercargo, who had sailed 
with Captain Swan from London to trade in the South Sea, 
was made prisoner on the march to Leon. This city, situ- 
ated near the Lake of Nicaragua, Dampier describes as one 
of the most healthy and pleasant in all South America. No 
sooner were the Bucaniers masters of it than they demanded 
a ransom of 300,000 dollars, which was promised but never 
paid ; and becoming suspicious that the Spaniards were 
dallying with them merely to gain time and draw their force 
to a head, the town was set on fire, and they returned to 
the coast, first supplying themselves with beef, flour, pitch, 
tar, cordage, and whatever Leon or Ria Lexa afforded. One 
Spanish gentleman, who had been released on engaging to 
send in 150 head of cattle, redeemed his parole with scru- 
pulous honour. Mr. Smith was exchanged for a female 
prisoner, and Ria Lexa was left burning. 

The Bucanier squadron now separated, and the fraternity 
broke into several small detachments, Dampier choosing to 
follow Captain Swan, who intended first to cruise along 
the shores of Mexico, the country of the mines, and then, 
sailing as high as the south-west point of California, cross 
the Pacific, and return to. England by India. This plan 
presented many temptations to Dampier, whose curiosity 
and thirst of knowledge were insatiable ; and he might also 
have shared in the hopes of his comrades, who promised 
themselves a rich booty in the towns in the neighbourhood 
of the mines before they turned their faces westward. Cap- 
tain Townley had kept by Swan when they separated from 
Eaton, and each ship had now a tender belonging to it 
They put to sea on the 3d September, and encountered fre- 
quent and fierce tornadoes till near the end of the month. 
Early in October they were off the excellent harbour 4»f 
Gautalco, the mouth of which may be known by a gnat 
hollow rock, from a hole in which every surge makes the 
water spout up to a considerable height, like the blowing 
of a whale. 

From the sea the neighbouring country looked beautiful. 
Here they found some provisions, and landed their sick for 
a few days. 

The Cyenet and her consort advanced slowly along the 
coast, landed near Acapulco, plundered a earner wiio 
conducted sixty laden mules, and killed eighteen betfMi 

Z 2 " ^. , 
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They next passed on to CoUma, their object being Aat 
tempting prize which for generations had quickened the 
avarice of maritime adventurers — the Manilla ship, — fat 
which they kept watch at Cape Corientes. After quitting 
Ria Lexa, many of the men had been seized with a malig- 
nant fever ; and as the same kind of disease broke oatm 
Davis's squadron, it was with some feasibility imputed t» 
infection caught at the place mentioned, where many of 
the inhabitants had been carried off by a disorder of thtf' 
same kind some months before the Bucaniers visited the 
town. 

To victual the ship for the long voyage in view was one 
main object of the continued cruise of Captain Swan on this 
coast ; but the attempts made for this purpose were often 
baffled with loss ; and so much time had now elapsed, tlnU 
it was concluded the Manilla ship had eluded their vigilance. 
About the beginning of January, Tovmley left them in the 
Bay of Yanderas, and returned towards Panama, eanyine 
home a few Indians of the Darien who had accompainiea 
Swan thus far. The Mosquito-men remained in the Cygnet. 

To obtain provisions, Swan captured the town of St. Pis* 
caque, on the coast of New Gallicia, where large stores 
were kept for supplying the slaves who worked in tne neiffh- 
bouring mines. He brought off on the first day a eonsi£p* 
able quantity of provisions on horseback, and on the shoul- 
ders of his men. These visits were repeated, a party of 
Bucaniers keeping the town, till the Spaniards h%d collected 
a force. Of this Captain Swan gave his men due warning 
exhorting them, on their way to the canoes with the bni^ 
dens of maize and other provisions which they carried, to 
keep together in a compact body ; but they chose to follow 
their own course, every man straggling singly, while lead- 
ing his horse, or carrjring a load on his shoulders. They 
nccordiuffly fell into the ambush the Spaniards had laid fiir 
them, and to the amount of fifty were surprised, and merci- 
lessly butchered. The Spaniards, seizing their arms and 
loaded horses, fled with them before Swan, who heard Uio 
distant firing, could come to the assistance of his men. 
Fifty-four Englishmen and nine blacks fell in tins aflair, 
which was the most severe the Bucaniers had encountered 
hk tke Sooth Sea. It is in consonance with the spirit of that 
^gt to And Danipier zelating that Captain Swaa had been 
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warned of this disaster by his astrologer.* Many of tlM 
men had also, he states in his manuscript journal, foreboded 
this misfortune, and in the previous night, while lying in 
the church of St. Pecaque, ** had been disturbed by grievouf 
groanings, which kept them from sleeping." 

This disheartening affair determined Swan and his di« 
minished company to quit tiiis coast ; and they acccwdingly 
steered for Cape St. Lucas, the south point of C&Iifoinia, to 
careen, and to refresh themselves before crossing the P»- 
•cific ; but by adverse winds were conmelled to put into a 
bay at the east end of the middle island of the Tres Marias, 
where they found iguanas, rackoons, rabbits, pioeons, and 
deer, fish of various kinds, turtle, and seals. There they 
careened the ship, divided and stowed the provisions be- 
tween it and the tender, and went over to the mainland for 
water, having previously landed the prisoners and pilots, 
who were now of no use, save to consume provisions. 
That they were abandoned on an uninhabited island is said 
to have been in revenge of the fatal affair of St Pecaque. 

While they lay here Dampier, who had escaped the con- 
tagious fever, languished under a dropsical complaint, of 
which several of the men had died. The method of cora 
was singular, but the patient believed it successfoL <*I 
was," he says, " laid and covered all but my head in the 
hot sand : I endured it near half an hour, and was^ then taken 
out, and laid to sweat in a tent : I did sweat exceedingly 
while I was in the sand, and I do believe it did me mum 
good, for I grew well soon after." 

While careening the ship. Swan had more fuSy laid be- 
fore his company his plan of going to the East Inmea^ hold* 
ing out to them hopes of plunder in a cruise among tho 
Philippines. Dampier describes many of them as so igno- 
rant that they imagined it impossible to reach India Srom 
California ; others entertained more reasonable fears of 
their provisions failing before they could reach die Ij»- 
drones.f Maize, and the fish which the Mosquito-men 

* It was then costomary before nndortaking a voyage to oonsoU an 
astrologer. 

t The fUsciuwUm aboat tbe homeward voyage atOds time ledDampter 
into specolationa opon a north-west passage, which shows him to nvr* 
been as a navigator ftr in advance of his age. **jlJloareoanti7nM%* 
he Bays, ** that havegone to discover the north-west pssssg«|,have 0|i|. 
to the westwarl Were I to attempt a north-west jssssgnjl ^|^ J| 
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caught, some of which were salted for store, now cimstl* 
tntA the whole provision of above 150 men, and of this bat 
a short allowance could be afforded daily, calculating on a^ 
run of at least sixty days. 

On the 31 st March, having all agreed to attempt the 
voyage, and consented to the straitened allowance, the 
Cygnet and the tender commanded by Captain Teat sailed 
from the American coast, steering south-west till she arrived 
at 13^ N., in which parallel she held due west for the La- 
drones. The men received but one meal a day, and there 
was no occasion, Dampier says, to call them to their victuals, 
which were served out by the quarter-master with the exact- 
ness of gold. Two dogs and two cats which were on board 
soon learned to attend daily for their respective shares. 

The Cygnet enjoyed a fair fresh-blowing trade-wind, and 
went on briskly, which was some consolation for scanty fare. 
At the end of twenty days they had made so much pro- 
gress that the men began to murmur at being still kept upon 
such short allowance ; and by the time they reached Gtua- 
han they were almost in open mutiny, and had, it was said, 
resolved to kill and eat Swan in the first place, and after- 
ward in regular order all who had promoted this voyage ! 
In the long run of 5000 miles they had seen no livinff 
thing, whether bird, fish, or insect, save in longitude 18^ 
a flcKk of boobies, presumed to be the denizens of some 
ciifis or islands, though none were seen. On the Slst of 
May, near midnight, they had the happiness of coming to 
anchor on the west side of Guahan, about a mile from the 
shore, after a run which Dampier calculated at 7302 miles. 
At this island the Spaniards had a small fort and a garrison 
of thirty men. Presuming that the Cygnet was a Spanish 
vessel from Acapuico, a priest came of!, and was detained 
as a hostage till terms of obtaining provisions were ar- 

first to the Soath Seas, bend my course flrom ihenoe along by Cslifiimia, 
and ibat way seek a passage into the western seas. If I sacoeeded ia 
my attempt, 1 should then be without that dread which others must have 
had of passing flrom a known to an unknown region ; and which, it is not 
Improbable, obliged them to relinquish the pursuit just as they were on 
the eve of accomplishing their designs."—** Were I," be says again, ** to 
be employed in search of a north-east passage, I would winter aboot 
Japan, Cores, or the north-east part of China ; and, taking the spring 
and summer before me, make my first trial on the coast of Tartaiy, 
wherein Iff soeoeeded, I should come into some known par% and bavsa 
TNit deal of time before dm.** 
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ranged; and, as these were dictated by fair principles O' 
exchange, no difficulty was experienced, both the Spaniaids 
and the few natives on the island gladly bringing their 
goods to a safe and profitable market. 

The natives and the Spaniards here lived in a state of 
constant hatred, if not in open hostility; and Captain 
Eaton, who had touched at Guahan on his voyage to India, 
after parting with Davis on the coast of Peru, had been in- 
stigated by the governor to plunder and practise every cm- 
elty upon the islanders. This advice neither himself nor 
his men were slow to follow. " He gave us leave," says 
Cowley's manuscript narrative of the voyage, " to kill and 
take whatever we could find in one-half of the island where 
the rebels lived. We then made wars," as Cowley chooses 
to term wanton unprovoked aggression, " with these infi- 
dels, and went on shore every day, fetching provisions and 
firing among them wherever we saw them; so that the 
greater part of them left the island. The Indians sent two 
of their captains to treat with us, but we would not treat 
with them. The whole land is a garden.", 

Dampier reckons that at this time there were not above 
100 Indians on the whole island, as most of those who had 
escaped slaughter destroyed their plantations, and went, to 
other islands, remote from the tender mercies of the 
Spaniards and their new allies the Bucaniers. While a 
friendly and brisk trade was going on between the shore and 
the Cygnet, the Acapulco vessel came in sight of the island, 
but was warned off in time by the governor, without, luckily 
for herself, having been descried by the Bucaniers. In tide 
eagerness of flight she ran upon a shoal, where her rudder 
was struck off, nor did she get clear for three days. As 
soon as the natives informed the Bucaniers of this jiriie, 
they " were in a great heat to be after her ;" but Swan, 
who disliked his present vocation, and still hcoed to open 
an honest traffic at Manilla, though he found it prudent 
under present circumstances to keep this design secret, p«^ 
suaded, or as probably frightened, his wild crew out of this 
humour by representing the dangers of the chase. 

Suitable presents were exchanged between tfie governor 
and the priest and the English captain, and preparations 
made to depart. Here Dampier first saw the bread-firuit,-^* 
the staff of life of so many of the insulated tribes of ?<%• 
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nesia. Of the fiyvng-froaSf or sailine-canoes of thaw 
islands, so often described, he expresses the higheit admixft- 
tion. ^ I believe," he says, " they sail the best of any boiito 
in the world ;" one that he tried would, he bdUeved, ** nm 
24 miles an hour ;'' and one had been known to go fiom 
Goahan to Manilla, a distance of 480 leagues, in four daji. 

It took the Cygnet 19 days to reach the coast of ICm- 
danao, for which she sailed on the 2d June ; and after beat- 
ing about through several channels and inlands, she eama to 
anchor on the 18th July opposite the river's mouth, and be- 
fore the city of Mindanao. They hoisted English coloiiii, 
and fired a salute of seven or eight guns, which was re- 
turned from the shore by three. The island of Mindanao 
was divided into small states, governed by hostile soltaiM, 
the governor of this territory and city beuig the most power- 
ful of their number. The city stood on the banks of the 
river, about two miles from the sea. It was about a mile 
in length, but narrow, and winded with the curve of the 
stream. The houses were built t>n posts from fourteen to 
twenty feet high ; and as this was the rainy sea8<m, they 
looked as if standing in a lake, the inhabitants plying about 
from house to house in canoes. They were of one stoiy« 
which was divided into several rooms, and were entered by 
a ladder or stair placed outside. The roofii were covered 
with palm or palmetto leaves. There was a piazza, gene- 
rally lying in a state of great filth, under each house, some 
of them serving for poultry-yards and cellars. <* But at the 
time of the land-floods all is washed veiy dean." The 
floors were of wicker-work of bamboo. 

Captain Swan had many reasons for desiring to cultivate 
the fnendship of the ruling powers at Mindanao. Imme- 
diately after the Cygnet came to anchor, Rajhh Laut, the 
brother and prime minister of the sultan, and the second 
man in the state, came off in a canoe, rowed with ten oars, 
to demand whence they were. One of the sultan's sonsi 
who spoke the Spanish language, accompanied his uncle. 
When informed that the strangers were English, they were 
welcomed, though Rajah Laut appeared disappointed that 
they were not come to establish a factory, for which propo- 
sals had already been made to him by the East India 
Company. The conversation was carried on by Mr. 
6mita, the late prisoner at Ria Lexa, and the sultan's 
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who with his ancle remained all the while in the canoe. 
They promised to assist the English in procuring provisions, 
and were rowed off without more passing at this time. 

Dampier regrets that the offer of a settlement here was 
not accepted, " by which," he says, " we might better have 
consulted our own profit and satisfaction than by the other 
roving loose way of life ; so it might probably have proved 
of public benefit to our nation, and been a means of intro- 
ducing an English settlement and trade, not only here, but 
through several of the Spice Islands which He in its neigh- 
bourhood." They had not lain long here when they re- 
ceived another invitation to settle in a different island, the 
sultan of which sent his nephew to Mindanao to negotiate 
secretly with Captain Swan. 

The Cygnet's company had not been aware of the dignity 
of their first visiters till they were gone, when the govern- 
ment-officer informed them ; who, according to the custom 
of the ports of China and other parts in the East, came on 
board to measure the ship, — a practice of which Dampier 
could not conceive the reason, unless the natives wished to 
improve their knowledge of ship-building. 

In the same afternoon Captain Swan sent Mr. More, one 
of the supercargoes, to the city with a present for the sultan, 
consisting of three yards of scarlet cloth, three yards of 
broad gold-lace, a Turkish scimitar, and a pair of pistols ; 
and to the Rajah Laut, the dignitary they had abready seen, 
three yards of the same cloth with silvcr-lace. After some 
preliminary ceremonies, the English envoy was at night ad- 
mitted to an audience, to which he was conducted by armed 
men, accompanied by servants bearing torches. The sultan, 
with ten privy-counsellors all seated on carpets, awaited his 
arrival. The present was graciously accepted, a conference 
took place in Spanish, after which Mr. More and his attend- 
ants, being first treated with supper, returned on board* 
Next day Captain Swan was invited on shore, whither he 
went, preceded by two trumpeters. He was conducted to 
an aumence, and entertained with betel and tobacco. Two 
letters were shown him, sent by East India merchants to 
the sultun, demanding liberty to build a factory and fort, 
and specifying the terms of traffic, rates of exchange, and 
of weights aud measures. One letter was beautifiilly writ- 
ten, and between each line there was drawn a line ctf goliL 
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Another letter, left by a Captain Goodlud, who had lately 
visited Mindanao, and directed generally to any of the Eng* 
lish who might touch there, conclude^, ** Trust none of 
them, for they are all thieves ; but tace is Latin for a 
candle." 

After the interview with the sultan, Captain Swan visited 
Rajah Laut, who, being rather in disgrace with his brother 
at this time, had not been present at the audience. He 
entertained the English captain with boiled fowls and rice, 
and strongly urged him to bring the ship into the river, as 
stormy weather was at this season to be expected. He 
also advised him to warn his men against offending the 
natives by infringing their customs, and altogether appeared 
very familiar and friendly. To impress Swan with an idea 
of his justice, he ordered a man who had formerly robbed 
Captain Goodlud to be now punished ; and the miserable 
wretch was accordingly publicly exposed bound to a post, 
and stripped naked with his face opposite the scorching sun, 
while he was shifted round and kept in torture, following 
its course all day, stung by the gnats and mosquitoes. This 
was a usual mode of punishment. His life was at night- 
fall left at the mercy of the English captain, who informed 
Rajah Laut that ho had no right to take cognizance of any 
crime which had not been committed by his own men and 
in his own ship. 

The letters from the company's agents, by convincing 
Swan that there was a serious intention of establishing a 
factory at this place, gave him confidence to enter the river, 
trusting also to the friendly professions of R&lah Laut. 
The Cygnet was accordingly lightened of part of her cargo, 
and, with the help of sixty native fishermen, Rajah Laut 
directing their operations in person, she crossed the bar 
with the first springtide, and was moored within the mouth 
of the river. The Bucaniers remained here so long upon 
a footing of daily intimate intercourse with the townspeople, 
that Dampier has been enabled to give a very full and 
minute account of the Mindanaians. A singular custom 
of the country facilitated easy intercourse with the natives, 
though seamen, having their pockets stored with gold and 
their ships with desirable commodities, who are neither 
suspected of any sinist<>r intention by the people nor 
viewed with jealousy by the government, have rarely found 
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the half-civilized tribes of the Indian islands ^Kifficult of 
access. 

The custom common in the South Sea islands of ex- 
changing names and forming a cinnradeship with a native^ 
whose luiuse is thenceforward considered tne home of the 
stranger, extended in Mindanao to the other sex, and <* an 
innocent platonic female friend, named a fogaShfy^ was 
offered to each of the Englishmen, besides his male com- 
rade. These friendships were, however, not so perfectly 
disinterested as not to require the cement of presents on 
the one side and flatteries on the other. In Mmdanao, as 
in more refined parts of the world, those who were beat 
dressed and furnished with sold the most readily obtained 
companions and pagaUiet, Under the sanction of this sin- 
gular national cusUnn the wivoi of the greatest men might 
choose friends among the stran^rs, or be selected as pagal- 
lies, and allowed to converse m public with the persons 
who distinguished them by their CDoice. 

On their first arrival,--€or they soon declined in faronr, 
owing probably to their own reckless and dissolute manners, 
— ^the seamen could not pass along the streets without beins 
compelled to enter the nouses, where they were presented 
with betel and tobacco, the cordial hospitality of the givers 
atoning for the scantiness of this oriental entertainment. 
To express the vivacity and degree of their affection, the 
natives would plaee the forefingers of both hands close 
together, saying the Engtish and themselves were like this ; 
the Dutch were signified by holding the same fingers six 
inches apart, and the Spaniaids at double that distance* 
Captain Swan, who still had • Inge quantity of inm and 
lead, as well as other goods belongiDg to his ownensimeaii- 
while traded with Rajah Lant, at whose house he dined 
every day till he established himself at • dwelling which 
he hired in the town. Those of the Buoenien i^ had 
money also took houses on shore, lived a jovial Ufe among 
their comrades and pagallies, and hired female eervante 
from tbeir masters as temporary housekeepers. 

The most important division of this island, the largest 
save Luconia of the Philippine group, was, as has Imoii 
mentioned, under the sway of the Sultan of Mindanao^ 
who was often at war with the tribes that occupied the hn- 
tcriox and the opposite coasts, and were less civiliMd ' 

A a 
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wealthy than his subjects. The ami of the island was imip 
and black, producing great varieties of timber ; and amonr 
others the tree named by the natives the libby, from the pith 
of which sago is manufactured. Rice was raised in some 
places, and on the hilly land potatoes, yams, and pompklDiL 
The fruits were the plantain, which Dampier name* the 
** king of fruits," guavas, bananas, musk and watermelons^ 
betel-nuts, cocoanuts, jacas, durions, cloves, nutmeg% 
oranfires, 6cc. From the fibres of the plantain the common 
people of Mindanao manufactured the only doth » which 
they wore, making webs of seven or eight yards long. The 
betel-nut, so much esteemed in most places of India, gienr 
here on a tree like the cabbage-tree, but smaller. At the 
top of these trees the nuts grow on a tough stem, as thick 
as a man's finger, in clusters of forty or fifty. The fhut 
resembles the nutmeg, but is rather larger and rounder. 
When to be chewed, the nut was cut into four bits, one of 
which was wrapped up in an areca-lcaf, spread with a soft 
paste made of lime. Every native carried his lime-box by 
his side, into which he dipped his finger, spread his bete(> 
leaf, wrapped up his nut, and proceeded to chew. Where 
there are no betel-vines the leaves are imported for this pur- 
pose. The nut is the most admired when young, and while 
it is ^rreen and juicy. It tastes rough in the mouth, dies 
the lips red and the teeth black, but at the same time pre- 
serves them.* Those who are not accustomed to its use 
become giddy at first, especially if the nuts are old. 

The religion of the Mindanaians was the Mohammedan ; 
and the children were taught to read and write, though 
business was generally transacted by Chinese, the natives 
being indifferent accountants. Besides what was sopposed 
their native language, they spoke a dialect of the Mal^Fy 
which was among them the language of commerce. Many 
of them also uiSerstood Spanish ; as the Spaniards haa 
only been expelled during^ the reign of the present sultan's 
father. Rajah Laut both spoke and wrote Spanish ; and 
had, from reading and conversation, acquired a considerable 
knowledge of European countries. The natives were of 
middle size, with small limbs, particularly the females* 

* The praservatUm of tbt teetb is with asmach probaMUty attifbMsA 
lotJisUnw, 
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They had straight bodies, with small heads. Their hem 
were oval, but those of the women more round. Thsii 
foreheads were low, with small black eyes, short low noses, 
their lips thin and red, their skins tawny, bat fadininy to 
a brighter yellow than some of the other Tiiilisrii imiM lally 
among the women. Young females of rank fipi often 
much fairer than the other women, and their noM torn to 
a more aristocratic prominence than those of meaner 
females. In female children the nose, or rise between the 
eyes, was sometimes scarcely perceptible. The natives all 
walked with a stately air, and the women, thooffh barefooted, 
had very small feet. The nail of the left thumb was allowed 
to grow very long. The men wore a small turban, the 
laced ends hanging down, vnth trousers and a frock, but 
neither stockings nor shoes. The women tied up their 
hair in a knot, which hung down on the crown of the head. 
They wore a petticoat, and a frock that reached below the 
waist, with very long sleeves, which, pushed up, sat in 
puckered folds, and were a source of great pride to the 
wearers. They were also adorned with earrings and 
bracelets, which the pagally would sometimes beg from her 
English fHend. The clothmg of the higher class was mado 
of lonff cloth, but the lower universally wore the $aggan or 
plantam-cloth. They used no chairs, but sat crosa-iegged 
on the floor or on mats. The common food of the pmle 
was sago or rice, vrith occasionally a fish or two ; but the 
better classes had often fowls and buffaloes' flesh. In some 
things their habits were ver^ filthy, and in others very 
cleanly. Like all oriental tnbes, they washed themselves 
frequently in the rivers, and took great delight in swinn 
ming, to which exercise both sexes are accustomed tnm. 
infancy. The trades practised here were those of gold- 
smiths, blacksmiths, and carpenters, every man being mora 
or less of a carpenter, and handling with dextMj thdir 
scanty tools, which consisted of the axe and the adze alone, 
saws and planes being altogether unknown. Yet the ships 
and barks they built were stout and serviceable, and m 
them the natives made war, or traded to Manilla, and some- 
times to Borneo and other distant places, exchanging the 
gold and bees-wax firand in the interior of Uie iuaiS, Soig 
ealicoes, silks, and muslins. Tosy nid also • traffic with 
the Dutch in tobacco, whidi in Miiwanto was of sxoallMit 
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quality, and »M to low as twelve pounds for • liaL The 
Mindanauuis were resolute in fight, though they aToided 
the open field, erecting forts and small works, on which 
the^ mminted gwis. These forts they would defend and 
bpfiefs. finr aonths together, sometimes making a sdly. 
Their irt^apoiu were lances, swords, and what Danuoier 
calla lundknMsets,* resembling a bayonet, which tkey 
wore at all toneea whether in war, at work, or pastime. 
When likely to be overcome, they sell their lives deailyi 
and seldom either give or take quarter, the conqueror hew- 
ing down his antagonist without mercy. 

The people here were liable to a leprous disease, the skin 
becoming blotched and scurfy, and rising in white scales 
from the continual rubbing induced by intolerable itchinesa. 
Some had the skin white, in spots over their body, though 
smooth ; and these Dampier conjectured were patients who 
had been cured. Polygamy was common. The sultan 
had one queen and twenty-nine inferior wives, of whom 
one was called the war-queen, as she always attended her 
lord to battle. The daughter of the sultan by his queen 
was kept in strict seclusion; but his other children in 
patriarchal numbers roamed about the streets, often begging 
things which they fimcied from the Bucanier seamen. It 
was said that the young princess had never seen aiqr man 
save her father the sultan, and Rajah Laut ; though all the 
other women were occasionally allowed to appear abroad 
in pageants, or upon public festivals. 

The sultan was an absolute prince, who, in oriental 
feshion, encouraged the industry and commercial enterprise 
of his subjects by borrowing sums, however small, which 
he discovered they had accumulated by trade. By way of 
varying this system of arbitrary exaction, he would at other 
times first compel them to purchase goods belonging to 
himself, which had probably been confiscated, and after- 
ward find some occasion of state to reclaim those goods fiir 
the public service. He was a little man, now hetween 

DampieT's band-CTMsetii are the kreete* of the Malayan tribes, tba 
ftvoorite weapon throuxbout all the islands and coasts into which this 
warlike race have forc^ their way. The weapon described as a long 
dagger or sword, seen by Magellan's crew, was the true ilrrwse of Iks 
Malay ; and neither different In diape, oor in the enrichments of the Mil 
and stasath, ftom that worn at this day. 
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fifty and sixty, and altogether inferior to his Inother and 
grand vizier, the Rajah Laut, who, though only e^ual in 
trickery, was superior to all his compeers in capacity and 
intelligence. It was he who led the military forces of Iho 
sultan, managed the foreign policy, and regulatfl4=<^^ ^* 
temal affairs of Mindanao. Without the licenflA.wJJUjah 
Laut no one could either huy or sell ; nor could file earn- 
mon fishermen enter or leave the port without hit permis- 
sion. The Rajah Laut was altogether the hero of Min- 
danao, the women in the public dances and festivals singing 
his praises and celebrating his exploits. 

Besides being the wet season, it was Ramadan time 
when the Cygnet came to anchor in the river, and amuse- 
ment and pleasure were nearly suspended in Mindanao , 
but as soon as this solemn period was passed, the Rajah 
Laut entertained his friend Captain Swan every night with 
dances, those bands of regularly trained dancing-women 
being seen here which are common over all India. But 
all the females of Mindanao were fond of dancing, which 
they practised in a ring of forty or fif^y, who joined hand- 
in-hand, singing in chorus, and keeping time ; and though 
they never moved from the same spot, making various ges- 
tures, throwing forward one leg, and clapping their hands 
at the close of the verse. The Rajah Laut was in return 
entertained by Captain Swan's men, who performed Eng- 
lish dances to the music of violins, in a ball-room fitted up 
with gold and silver lace, and illuminated by a profusion of 
wax candles. Dampier relates the very natural mistake 
into which the rajah fell regarding one of these quarter- 
deck performers. John Thacker, a common Bucanier, 
though he could neither read nor write, had acquired the 
accomplishment of dancing about some " of the music 
houses of Wapping,*' ana coming into the South Sea 
with Captain Harris, had been so fortunate in acquiring 
booty, that he now wore fine clothes, and by his superior 
dress and dancing was supposed by the natives to be a 
person of noble extraction. When the rajah, to satisfy 
his curiosity on this important point, put the question to 
one of the company, the seaman replied humorously that 
the conjecture as to Jack's quality was quite correct ; and 
that most of the ship's company were of like extraction, al 
bast all who wore good clothes and had money, thoM 

Aa2 
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meanly dad being but common fleamen. Thefaji 

time poxtioned out his cii^ties according to the gaib of his 

new firiends. 

Captain Swan was by this time deeply ciiagfined at tha 
retnlt of -faia voyaee. Most of his crew wese tmboleiit and 
lanHeii^ those who had money revelling on 8hor% and 
eoDtiniiBny invohring themselves in quaxrela with the b^ 
three, — ^while those who were poor were growling on boeid 
at the privations they suffered, and the time wasted in ine^ 
tion. In the number of the penniless was Dampier, whe 
had no means of recreation and no source of raiioymflBt 
save the fJEusulty of a powerful and quick obeervation, uid 
the delight of entering his remarks in his joumaL The 
single and undivided object of the rest of the crew of the 
Cygnet was gold — the plunder of the Manilla ship ; nor 
durst the commander reveal his dislike to their pfojeet. 
About the same time that his crew grew violenthr disoon- 
tented, he became himself suspicious of the good fidth of 
his friend Rajah Laut, who fat the iron and lead whieh he 
had procured continued to pay with fair promises. 

Beef was one of the articles which the rajah had prom* 
ised to the English, and a party went a hunting with him, 
but found no prey. Dampier, a practised hunter, was 
always of these parties, and used the opportunities they 
afforded to extend his knowledge of the country. In theee 
distant hunting excursions the rajah carried his wivee, 
children, and servants along with him in the Pfoes of the 
country, which were fitted up with rooms. They settled 
at some village in the neighbouriiood of the huntinsf-groond, 
the chief and his family occupying one end of &e house 
and the Englishmen the other. While he and his men« 
who always hunted from dawn till late in the afternoon^ 
were abroad, the Englishmen were frequently left at home 
with the women and children. Though these ladies never 
quitted their own apartment while the chief remained aft 
home, he was no sooner gone than they usually flocked to 
the strangers' room, nskii^ a thousand questions about the 
condition of the women and the fashions and customs of 
England. These were the subject of long and earnest 
argument among themselves, some condemmng and others 
applauding the custom, which all allowed to be aingnlart 
Qf^wenUi king and cfaie& having but one wife. Among 
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^e proselytes to monogamy was the wax-queen or wife, 
the lady who enjoyed the privilege of attencUng the njah 
to battle ; and her reasons, if they did not eonvince, at 
least silenced her opponents. 

During this excursion, Dampier, from the eonvetsation 
of the women, considerably increased his acquaintance with 
the character and customs of the people. They bathed 
daily, and washed after every meal ; and if they became 
unclean from touching accidentally any forbidden thing, 
underwent scrupulous purification. Though assoclatincr 
so intimately with the En^Ush, they did not like to drink 
with nor after them, mid hogs abounded, but swine's 
flesh, and every part of that filthy animal, was held in the 
utmost abhorrence by the Mindanaians ; and though they 
invited the seamen to destroy the animals that came to the 
city during the night to feed on garbage under the houses, 
they were ordered to take the swine on board, and those 
who had touched these abominable creatures were ever 
afterward loathed and avoided by the natives, and forbidden 
their houses. This superstitious dislike was carried to so 
great a length, that the Rajah Laut returned in a rage a 

C air of shoes made in the English fashion, of leather he 
ad furnished, and in which he had taken great pride, tUl 
he learned that the thread with which tli^y were sewed 
had been pointed with hog*s bristles. The shoemaker ^ot 
more leather, and made a quite unexceptionable pair, with 
which the chief was satisfied. 

At this hunting-village, in the evenings, the women 
danced before the rsgah ; and before the pwty broke up to 
return to Mindanao, he entertained the Ei^glishmen with a 
jar of ** rice drink,'* a fennented liquor, on which he and 
his attendants got very meny. He drank first himself 
and then his men ; " and they all," says Dampier, *' were 
as drunk as swine before they suffered us to drmk. 

That balance in human affairs which pervades all condi* 
tions was now turning the scale in &vour of the leas for- 
tunate portion of the Cygnet's crew. The Mindanaians, 
though hospitable and kum, were, when offended, vindictive 
and deadly in their resentments ; the conduct of these dis* 
solute and openly profligate seamen had given them deep 
offence ; and sixteen of the Bucaniers were in a short time 
taken off by poison, to which more afterward fell victims. 
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The islanders were skilled in snbtle poisons, wlueh ludndC 
their full operation till a long while after they were admiiH 
istered. Some of the men, after they were conicioiM of 
having been poisoned, lingered on ror months. What 
they oUed, their livers were found black, dry, and rinivdUed 
"like cork." 

The ship had not lain long in the river when it had been 
discovered that her bottom was eaten with worms, whidi 
bred in such great numbers in this place, that sbortly 
before a Dutch vessel had been destroyed by them in two 
months, while the Rajah Laut became heir to her mat 
guns. It began to be suspected that he entertained tho 
nope of being equally fortunate in a legacy from the Cyniet, 
as he had given no mtimation of a danger which the Sf in- 
danaians always avoided by placing their baiks and boats 
in a dry-dock the moment they came into port, eten 
when only returned from fishing. He shook his head and 
seemed displeased when he saw that the sheathing of tho 
vessel had prevented serious damage, and gravely remarked, 
** that he never did see a ship with the cunning device of 
two bottoms before." Dampier had seen the tame kind of 
worms in myriads in the Bay of Gampeachy and in tho 
Bay of Panama, and in smaller numbers m Virginia. Thej 
are never seen far at sea. 

This alarming damage was repaired in time, thoagh, 
taken with other circumstances, it strenethened tKo muh 
picions of Captain Swan, and excited die diseontoDt of tha 
men by increasing their alarm. Rajah Laut also, if he did 
not absolutely refuse, still delayed to ftimish the beef and riee 
necessary to their subsistence, and which were to be tha 
price of the commodities with which Captain Swan had ao 
largely furnished him. His English friend had also lent 
the rajah twenty ounces of gold, to defray the expenaea of 
a solemn ceremonial observed shortly berore, whmi his aon 
had been circumcised. This splen^ ceremony, at which 
the English assisted, had been celebrated with music, 
dances, the singular war-dance of the country, banqaeC% 
pageants, and processions by torchlight. The rajah, in a 
manner not uncommon in eastern countries, not oi^y 
refused to repay the gold, but when urged, insisted that it 
had been a present, and finally demanded payment fax aU 
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tile victuals Swan and hia men had consumed at his hos- 
pitable board. 

While the rajah thus refused to discharge his debts, the 
Bucanier crew clamoured to be gone, and, becoming openly 
mutinous, a party of them resdved to carry off the ship. 
Neither Dampier, who happened to be on board, nor the 
surgeon's mate, approved of this treacherous design, but 
they were reluctantly compelled to go with the rest, leaving 
Captain Swan and thirty-six men at Mindanao, from 
whence the Cygnet sailed on the 14th January, 16S7, in- 
tending to cruise off Manilla. A Bucanier of Jamaica, 
named Read, was chosen commander. The first intima- 
tion Swan had of his abandonment was the gun which was 
fired as the ship got under way. To his own irresolution, 
bad temper, and want of firmness Dampier imputes this 
misfortune. If, when apprized of the design of the muti- 
neers, he had come on boanl and behaved with prudence and 
courage, he might have brought back the greater part of 
the men to their duty, and ts3cen his own measures with 
the ringleaders, to some of whom he had certainly given 
just cause of discontent. 

After leavinff Mindanao, the Cygnet, with a crew now 
reduced by vanous causes to eighty men, coasted to the 
westward. They fell in with a mat many Keys, or small 
low islets, between which and Mindanao there was a good 
channel. On the east of these Keys they anchored and 
obtained green-turtle. At different places they cut ratans, 
such as were used in England for walking-canes. They 
saw here large bats, ** seven or eight feet firom tip to tip'* 
of the extended wings, which regularly at dusk took their 
flight from the smaller islands to the main island in swarms 
like bees, and returned like a cloud before sunrise. On the 
23d they reached Luconia, having captured a Spanish 
vessel laden with rice and cotton-c|otb, bound for Manilla. 
The master had been boatswain of the Acapulco ship which 
had escaped them at Guahan, and which now lay safe in 
port. Nothing, therefore, of consequence could be hoped 
for this season, and to beguile the time, and wait a more 
favourable opportunity, they resolved to sail for the Pulo 
Condore or ** Islands of Calabashes," a group of small 
islands on the coast of Cambodia. They anchored at 
Condore on the 14th March. Two of the cluster ai» 
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pretty large and high. They were tolerably well wooded» 
and on the greatest of them was found a tree firom wbieh 
the inhabitants extracted a pith or viscid juice which they 
boiled up into good tar, and which, if kept boiHiup long 
enough, became pitch.* The mangoes of which the Indiaii 
pickle is made were found here. They were now lipe^ 
and were betrayed to the seamen by their delicious fira^ 
ranee. The grape-tree was also seen, with the wild or 
epurious nutmeg, and many sorts of beantifal bifdsi at 
parrots, paroquets, pigeons, and doves. The inhabitaiils 
of Pulo Gondore resembled the Mindanaians, but wen 
darker in complexion. Their chief business was to makis 
tar of the pith of the trees mentioned above, which they 
exported to Cochin-China, from which these islanders were 
originally a colony. The oil of the turtle was another 
article of their commerce with. their mother-country. The 
islanders were idolaters. In a temple Dampier saw the 
image of an elephant and of a horse, which they were sap* 
posed to worship. 

At this place the Bucaniers remained for a month ; after 
which they cruised in the Gulf of Slam and in several 
parts of the China seas, taking all barks that fell in their 
way, whether Spanish, Portuguese, or native vessels. 
From the crew of a junk belonging to the Island of Suma- 
tra they learned that the English had established a iactoiy 
on that island. The surgeon and Dampier, who had 
accompanied " this mad crew" against their inclination, 
'* and were sufficiently weary of them," would have escaped 
here, and taken their chance of getting to this or some 
other English factory ; but they were constrained to re* 
main in the Cygnet. 

The next destination of the Bucaniers was the Ponghon 
Islands, which in no respect answered their parpose of 
quiet and security. At the place where they anchored 
there was a large town and a Tartar ffarrison. 

In the charts which they possessed there were laid down» 
marked by the figure 5, a group of islands situated between 
Luconia (the cynosure of their hopes) and Formosa ; and 
these, which offered a tolerably convenient station, thsy 

* Probably tbe damnr, the mo«t important of the fpanm fbond ia l|ts 
Indian islands, and extenaiYely uaed fiot alupa and bmts. 
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hoped might be either uninhabited or only peopled by tribes 
from whom they might with impunity plunder provisions^ 
without danger of the outrage being heard of in the Phi" 
lippines. Tney steered for them, and upon the 6th August 
reached the interesting group now known as the Bashee 
Islands. They approached by the westernmost and largest 
of tbe group, on which they had the felicity to see goats 
browsing ; but safe anchorage was not obtained till next 
day, in a bay at the east side of the easternmost islands 
The sails were not iiirled when a hundred small boats 
swarmed round the Cygnet, each carrying from three ta 
six men, with whom the deck was soon crowded. The 
pirates, alarmed by the numbers of the islanders, got their 
firearms in readiness ; but iron, the most precious of metals 
with the savage, for which he freely and gladly gives gold 
in exchange, wondering at the folly or simplicity that in" 
duces the European to the unequal barter, and leaving the 
philosopher to decide which gahis most by the bargain,—* 
iron was the only thing that captivated the Basheeans, who 
quickly picked up all the little pieces they could find, but 
were otherwise perfectly quiet and orderly. Waxing bolder 
by indulgence, one of them tried to wrench out an iron 
pin from the carriage of a gun. He was laid hold of^ and 
his cries made all his countrymen scamper off in a firight^ 
The man was, however, kindly treated, and, being first 
made sensible of his error in attempting to steal, was pre* 
sented with a piece of iron, with which h« swam to his 
comrades. Thus reassured, the islanders returned, and a 
brisk trade was opened, which was renewed daily. Ever 
afler this slight check they continued honest, and they had 
always been civil. A hog was now got for two or three 
pounds of iron, a fat goose for an old iron hoop, and tho 
liquor of the islands, the baskee drink, from the name of 
which the pirates gave the whole group their general 
appellation, for old nails, spikes, and bullets. 

These firve islands were more particularly named, !• 
Orange Island, so called by the Dutchmen among the crew 
in honour of theb native prince* It is the Wgcst and 
most westerly of the group, and was uninhabited. 2. Graf^ 
ton Island was so named by Dampier in compliment to th« 
noble fiunily in whose hMssbokl he ha4» M has been meop 
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tioned, left his wife. 3. Monmouth Island was named bf 
the seamen after the unfortunate Duke of Monraoathy tli« 
son of Charles II. The other two were called the Goal 
and the Bashee Island, from the number of goats seen on 
the one, and the abundance of the beverage whidi gained 
the approbation of the seamen that was made on the other. 
The two latter are small islands, lying to the south, in thv 
channel which divides Orange Islaiki from Grafton' and 
Monmouth Islands. Monmouth Island is hiflh, and WJ 
fenced with steep rocks and precipitous clins, that the 
Bucaniers did not land upon it as they did upon all the 
other islands. Grafton and Monmouth Islands were thkklj 
inhabited, and on Bashee there was one vilh^^e. The 
natives were " short squat people, generally Tounf'visagedy 
with low foreheads and thick eyebrows ; their Isyes small 
and hazel-coloured, yet bigger than those of the Chinese ; 
short low noses, their lips and mouths middle-proportioned ^ 
their teeth white, their hair black, thick, and lanjlk, which 
they wore cut short ; it will just cover their ears, and so is 
cut round very even," says Dampier, and to this fashioB 
they seemed to attach great importance; Their skins are a 
dark copper-colour. They wear neither hat, cap, tuibany 
nor any thing to keep off the heat of the sun. The men 
had a cloth about their middle, and some wore jackets of 
plantain-leaves, <* as rough and bristly as a bear's akin.'' 
The women were cloth^ with a short cotton petticoat^ 
which fell below the knees ; of ** a thick, stubborn" clotb 
that they manufactured themselves. Both men and women 
wore large earrings of a yellow glistering metal, found is 
ther mines in their own mountams, resembling gold, but 
paler in colour. These rings and this metal completely 
baffled the science of the pirates, who had rather an in- 
stinctive love of gold than much knowledge of its naloral 
properties. When first polished the rings made of Htm 
yclkxw metal lodLed peculiarly brilliant, but they soon fsded 
and became quite <fim, when it was necessary to throw 
them into the fire, first casing them in a eoft paste nuida 
of a red earth. After being heated led-hot tfae^r w«m 
cooled in water, and the paste fobbed ol^when the glieto^ 
ing lustre was found renewed. Our nafiffator waa^ imifap- 
tunately, too poor to be ablv to pasebase waj of tbl> 
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metal ;* or rather too honest to reckon any part of the iron 
belonging to Captain Swan's owners, of which there watf 
still a ^ood quantity on board, his property, though hia 
companions were much less scrupulous. The language 
of the people of the Bashee Isles was quite strange to the 
pirates, though they were now tolerably well acquainted 
with the Malay tongue, the dialect of Mindanao, and the 
Chinese language. 

No foreign commodities of any kind were seen among 
the Basheeans, nor any thing that could have been intro* 
duced by sea, save a few bits of iron and pieces of buffalo- 
hides. In all points they appeared an unmixed race, in 
their dispositions singularly mild, amiable, and peaceful. 
Their islands produced plantains, bananas, pumpkins, and 
plenty of yams, which made the principal part of their food. 
They had no ^rain of any kind, and consequently but few 
fowls, which Dampier never saw in plenty where there was 
not either maize, rice, or grain of some sort. Some cotton- 
plants were seen, and sugar-canes, from the boiled juices 
of which the natives made the liquor so agreeable to their 
visiters. The boiled juice, with which a small black berry 
was mixed, was allowed to ferment for three or four days, 
and when it had settled, was poured off clear from the leesy 
and was fit to drink. It was much like English beer, both 
in taste and colour, and, as Dampier verily believed, a per* 
fectly wholesome beverage, many of the men who drank it 
copiously every day, and were oflen drunk with it, being 
never once sick in consequence of their liberal potations* 
The natives sold it cheaply, and when the seamen visited 
at their houses freely gave them Bashee-drink, and some« 
times bought a jar from a neighbour to entertain their 
guests. These purchases were ma^le with small crumbs of 
the glistering metal above described, which, wrapped in 
plantain-leaves, served as a substitute for coin. Though 
cleanly in their persons and habitations, the inhabitants of 
the Bashee Isles were in some respects very filthy in their 
eating. They were not seen at this time to kill any 
animals for their own use ; but of the goats purchased by 

* Tbe Bsabee Islands baveslBee been known to aflbnf a conalderabfs 
qoantity offold-dastjvMlMd down Ihrni the momlsins by ttie torrents^ 
The Spaniards, In 1781, fimnsi a ssalement on Gisnoalilsod 10 eoUsrt 
ibe gold, sad Ml a §utltm «raboiii 100 mco. 



290 THEIR SINGITLAR DWSLLI^Of. 

the Bucaniers they hegged the skin and garbage, an^ 
when the surly seamen threw them into the sea, ther 
would take them out. With the hogs they never meddled. 
The goat's skin they broiled and gnawed ; and of thtf 
paunch made what to them appeared a delicious dish. 
The whole crude contents of the stomach were emptied 
into a pot, and stewed with any small fish they had caught, 
which they took what Damjpicr thought very superfluous 
trouble in cleaning and mmcing, considering the nature 
of the substances with which the fish were mixed. This 
mess was eaten as the people of the Philippines did their 
rice, he being reckoned the best-bred among the Minda- 
naians who, wetting his hands to prevent the boiled rice 
from sticking to them, could most dexterously roll up and 
swallow the largest ball. The people of these island' had 
another singular dish made of locusts, which at this season 
attacked the potato-leaves in multitudes, and in their 
ravages spared no ffreen thing. They were about an inch 
and a half in length, and as thick as the tip of a manV 
little fijiger, with large thin wings and long small legs. 
The Basneeans caught them in small nets, a quart at one 
sweep. When enough were obtained for a dish, they were 
parched in an earthen pot over the fire, till the legs and 
wings dropped off, when from brown they became red. 
Their bodies were succulent, though the heads crackled 
under the teeth of the eater. 

The dwellings of the islanders, and the places upon 
which they had perched them, were among the most singu- 
lar features of their social condition. In describing them 
we adopt the words of Dampier ; — " These people made 
but low, small houses. The sides, which were made of 
small posts, wattled with boughs, are not above four feet 
and a half high : the ridge pole is about seven or eiffht feet 
high. They have a fireplace at one end of their nouses,, 
and boards placed on the ground to lie on. They inhabit 
together in small villages built on the sides ana tops of 
rocky hills, three or four rows of houses one above another, 
under such steep precipices that they go up to the first row 
with a wooden ladder, and so with a It^der still from everr 
story up to that above it, there being no other way ta ascend. 
The plain on the first precipice may be so wide as to haye 
room both for a row of houses, which stand all along thr 
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edge or brink of it, and a very narrow street running alon^r 
before their doors, between the row of houses and the foot 
of the next precipice, the plain of which is in a manner 
level with the roofs of the houses below, and so for the 
rest. The common ladder to each row, or street, comes up 
at a narrow passage, left purposely about the middle of it, 
and the street being bounded with a precipice also at each 
end, 'tis but drawing up the ladder if they be assaulted, and 
then there is no coming at them from below but by climb- 
ing a perpendicular wall. And that they may not be as- 
saulted from above they take care to build on the side of 
such a hill whose back hangs over the sea, or is some high, 
steep, perpendicular precipice, altogether inaccessible.^ 
These precipices and regular terraces appeared quite natu- 
ral. Graflon and Monmouth Islands abounded in these 
rocky fortresses, in which the natives felt themselves secure 
from pirates, and from enemies whether foreign or domestic. 

The boats of the islanders were ingeniously constructed, 
somewhat like Deal yawls, and some of them so large that 
they could carry forty or fifty men. They were impelled 
by twelve or fourteen oars on each side. Though scantily 
provided with iron, the Basheeans could work this metaj^ 
employing the same sort of bellows, remarkable for ruds 
ingenuity, which Dampier had seen at Mindanao. This 
primitive bellows was formed of two hollow cylinders, made 
of the trunks of trees, like our wooden water-pipes. They 
were about three feet lon^, and were placed upright in the 
ground, near the blacksmith's fire, which was made on the 
floor. Near the bottom of each cylinder, on the side next 
the forge, a hole was bored, into which a tube was exactly 
fitted. These tubes met in a common centre or mouth op- 
posite the fire. The bellows being thus prepared, a man 
stood between the hollowed trunks with a brush of feathers 
in each band, which he worked alternately in the cylinders, 
like the piston of a pump, thus impelling the air through 
the small pipes below, which by this means ]^ept up a blast 
that played continually upon the fire. 

The men of the Bashee Islands, while the Cygnet lay 
there, were generally employed in fishing, leaving the plantar 
tions to the care of tlie women. Their weapons were 
wooden lances, of which only a few were headed with^ron; 
ilmii unuoujr a bufifalo's hide, as thick as a board, which 
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covered them to the knees, having holes for the head and 
arms. No form of worship was observed ianong this tribe^ 
nor did any one seem to have more aathority than another. 
Kvcrv man had one wife, and ruled his own householdi— > 
the single wife appearing aifectionate and happy, and the 
children respecting and honouring their parents. Theboya 
went out to fish with their fathers, while the sirla attended 
to domestic duties with their mothers. Their plantatupfl 
were in the valleys, where each family had one ; and tUCher 
the young girls, as soon as they were able for the task, de* 
sccnded every day from their rocky abodes to dig yams and 
potatoes, which they carried home on their heads for the 
use of the family. 

In no part of the world had Dampier seen people so per- 
fectly quiet and civil as these islanders. *< They dealt 
justly and with great sincerity,** he says, "and made as 
very welcome to their houses with Bashee-drink." . 

Meanwhile the cruise off Manilla was not forgotten. 
Eighty hogs were salted, and yams and potatoes laid up for 
sea-store. The crew had taken in water, and now only 
waited the settling of the eastern monsoon to take their de- 
parture. On the 24th September the wind shifted to the 
east, and by midnight blew so fiercely that they were driven 
to sea, leaving six of their men on the island. It was the 
1st October before they were able to recover their anchoring 
ground. The natives immediately rowed their comrades on 
board. As soon as the ship was out of sight, the islanders 
increased in hospitality and kindness to the strangers left 
amona them. They only stipulated that the Bucanien 
should cut their hair in the Bashee fashion ; and on this 
condition offered each of them a wife, and, as a dowiy, a 
plantation and implements of labour. 

The late storm, their long and profitless cruise, now ex- 
tending with some of them to years, and the penalties to 
which their criminal acts made them all alike liable in every 
civilized country, combined to depress the spirits of the 
crew of the Cygnet ; and once more every man heartily 
wished himself at home, ** as they had done a hundred 
times before." They were, however, persuaded by the 
captain and master to try one more chance, and agreed to 
steer for Cape Comorin, for ever renouncing the long- 
indulged dream of capturing the Manilla ship. Dampier 
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believed that the ultimate object of the pirate commanders 
was to cruise in the Red Sea, and by one more desperate 
effort to make or for ever mar their fortunes. Of all the 
company none was more heartily tired than our naviga- 
tor, who had been betrayed into this voyage, and whose 
thoughts, since leaving Mindanao, had run continually on 
making his escape to some English settlement. To avoid 
the danger of meeting English or Dutch ships, with which, 
in taking the best and most direct course, they were in dan- 
ger of tailing in, they agreed, instead of steering for the 
Straits of Malacca, to go round the east side of the Philip- 
pines, and, keeping south to the Spice Islands, pass these, 
and enter the Indian Ocean about Timor. To Dampier all 
routes were alike. " I was well enough satisfied,*' he says, 
*^ knowing that the farther we went the more knowledge 
and experience I should get, which was the main thing I 
regarded, and should also have the more variety of places 
to attempt an escape from them." 

On the 3d October they sailed from the Bashee Isles, 
leaving, for the first time, a somewhat favourable impres- 
sion of their characters, and bearing away grateful and 
affectionate remembrances of this gentle and amiable 
tribe. They steered S. S. W., with the wind at W. and fair 
weather ; and passed certain islands which lie by the 
north end of Luconia. Leaving the coast of this island, 
and with it ** all their golden prospects,*' they steered 
southward, keeping to the east of the Philippines, and on 
the 15th anchored between the two small islands named 
Candigar and Sarangan, near the south-cast end of Min- 
danao ; and next day, at the north-west end of the most 
easterly of the islands, found a fit place to careen and refit 
the ship. While they lay here the nephew of the saltan, 
who, in name of his uncle, had formerly been treating with 
Captain Swan to visit and garrison his island, and take in 
a cargo of spice, came on board and requested a passage 
home, as they were understood to be going southward. 
From him they obtained intelligence of Captain Swan and 
their deserted comrades, who had been fightingunder Rajah 
Laut with a hostile tribe in the intenor. The English- 
men had conducted themselves so bravely in fight, that they 
were now in high favour at Mindanao; though it was 
feared they had been found too powerful and useful as alUta 

Bb2 
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to be permitted easily to leave their new senrioe. Swn 
had for some time been attempting, tmsuccessfhlly, to hire 
a vessel to convey him to Fort St. George. 

At this time Dampier took an, opportunity of persaadinc 
the men to return to their duty, to carry the ship hack to 
the river of Mindanao, and five her up to the tme eont 
mander ; but before tfa^s could be effected, one many who 
seemed the most zealously to embrace the propoaali gave 
information, and Captain Read deemed it prudent .to weigh 
anchor with all expedition, and without waiting the arrival 
of the prince, to whom a passage had been promised. Read 
held a course south-west, and once more disappointed the 
hopes of Dampier, who believed that, by carrying home the 
young chief, they might, at his uncIe^s island, establish a 
factory and a lawful traffic. 

The ultimate fate of Captain Swan, of whom we are 
now to lose sight, was not a little painfiil. Two supercar* 
ffoes or merchants of the ship, Harthop and Smithi died at 
Mindanao ; and when the commander, after a series of 
vexations and disappointments, was going out to a Dutch 
vessel which lay in the river, hoping to get away at last, Hm 
boat was run down by the emissaries of Rajidi Lant, and 
Swan and the surgeon were either drowned or killed in the 
water. The property of the English captain was imme- 
diately seized by the perfidious chief, who justified hb con- 
duct by imputing as crimes to the unfortunate Englishman 
the idle impotent threats wrung from him by hope deferred, 
irritation, and grief. 

The Cygnet continued her bootless voyage among the 
islands and channels of the Philippines on to the Spice 
Isles, and anchored off Celebes, where the seamen obtained 
a supply of turtle, and found, among other shellfish, cockles 
of so monstrous a size that the meat of one of them made a 
meal for seven or eight persons. It was palatable and wh<de 
some. Here they also found a vine, of which the leaves, 
pounded and boiled with lard, made an infallible sea-salviL 
One of the company had formerly learned its uses firom the 
Indians of the Danen ; and most of the seamen now laid 
up a store, such as had ulcers finding great benefit from its 
healing properties. On the 29th November they left this 
place ; and after encountering the dangers of the shoals 
which surround Celebes, and experiencing fierce tomadoesy 
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on the 1st December saw, and on the 5th approached, the 
north-west end of the island of Bouton. On the evening 
of the 30th they had seen at a distance two or three water- 
spouts, but escaped them all. 

An Indian who spoke the Malay tongue came on board 
at this time with some of the turtle-strikers, and informed 
them of a good harbour on the east side of Bouton, for 
which they sailed. They came to anchor within a league 
of Callasusung, a clean and handsome town, situated upon 
a hill in the middle of a fertile plain, surrounded with cocoa- 
trees. The people resembled the inhabitants of Mindanao, 
and their houses were built in the same style ; but they 
appeared in all respects more "neat and tight." They 
were Mohammedans, and spoke the Malay language. The 
same description seems to fit every sultan whom the voy- 
agers saw, — " a little man about forty or fifty, with a great 
many wives and children.** Unaware of the exact character 
of his visiters, the Sultan of Bouton was pleased to hear 
that they were English, and made them a visit in a hand- 
somely ornamented proa, with a white silk flag displayed at 
the masthead, edged with red, and having in the centre, 
neatly painted, the device of the prince, — a green griffin 
tramplint; upon a dragon or winged serpent. 

They had no object in remaining here ; and as a forlorn 
hope, or from curiosity, resolved to steer for New- Holland, 
" to see what that country could afford them.** In leaving 
Bouton they got among shoals, and it was about three weeks 
before they passed Timor, and got clear of all the dangers 
of this chain. They stood off south, and on the 4th Janu- 
ary fell in with the north-west coast of New-Holland in 16^ 
50". They ran close in, but found no safe anchoring- 
ground, as the coast lay open to the N. £. They steerra 
for about twelve leagues N. £. by E., keeping close in by 
the shore, and reached a point, three leagues to the east- 
ward of which they found a deep bay with many islets, and 
finally anchored at about a mile from the land. Seeing 
people walking on the shore, a canoe was sent off, but the 
natives ran away and bid themselves ; and though traces 
of fires were seen, no habitation cculd be discovered. Tovf 
and trinkets were left on the shore at nich places as the 
people were likely to find them. 

The coast here was low and level, with fandbankf . No 
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water could be found, thoagh ^t several places old wells were 
seen dry in the sandy bays. Having failed of their object 
on the mainland, neither prmisions nor water beinff found, 
nor a hope of then, some of the boats visited the islands in 
the bay, and surprised a party of the natives. The men at 
first threatened the intruders, and showed their lances and 
swords ; but the noise of a single gun frightened them, and 
the women seemed in very great alarm. Screaming, they 
ran away with their children, while the men stood to parley. 
Those who from sickness or feebleness were unable to fol- 
low, lay still by their fires uttering dolefiil lamentations ; 
but when it was seen that no harm was intended them, they 
became tranquil, and many of the fugitives returned. 

'I*he Bucaniers had entertained no design against these 
wretched people more flagitious than to make them labour 
i n carrying the water-casks to the boats. To this they tried 
1 bribe them with ragged shirts and old breeches, finery 
which could have charmed some of the insular families of 
the Pacific, though they were totally disregarded by the inert 
natives of New-Holland, whose first associations with Eu- 
ropean finery were connected with hard and compulsory 
labour. " We put them on them," says Dampier, speaking 
of the tattered rags of the Bucaniers, " thinking this finery 
would make them work heartily for us ; and our water be- 
ing filled in barrels of about six gallons, we brought these 
new servants to the wells, and put a barrel on each of their 
shoulders to carry to the canoe. But all the signs we could 
make were to no purpose ; for they stood like statues with- 
out motion, but grinned like so many monkeys, staring upon 
one another." It was found that they had not even strength 
sufficient for the task of being carriers of water ; and Dam- 
pier believed that an English shipboy of ten years old would 
have been able to bear ncavier burdens than these feeble 
savages. " So we were forced," he says, " to carry our 
water ourselves ; and they very fairly put the clothes off 
again, and laid them down, as if clothes were only to work 
in. I did not perceive," he adds, " that they had any great 
liking to them at first ; neither did they seem to admire any 
thing we had." In the estimation of Dampier, the natives 
of New-Holland were lower in the scale of humanity than 
any tribe of wliich he had ever heard, the Hottentots not 
excepted. *' Setting aside their human shape," he says. 
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" they differ but little from brutes. They are tall, straight* 
bodied, and thin, with long small limbs* They have great 
heads, round foreheads, and great brows. Their eyelids 
are always half-closed to keep the flies out of their eyes, so 
that they never open their eyes like other people; and 
therefore they cannot see far, unless they hold up their 
heads as if they were looking at somewhat over them. 
They have great bottle-noses, pretty full lips, and wide 
mouths. The two foreteeth of their upper jaw arc wanting 
in all of them, men and women, old and young. Whether 
they draw them out I know not ; neither have they any 
beards. They are long-visaged, and of a very unpleasant 
aspect, having no one graceful feature in their faces. 
Their hair is black, short, and curled, like that of negroes ; 
and the colour of their skins coal-black, like that of the ne- 
groes in Guinea. They have no sort of clothes, but a piece 
of the rind of a tree tied as a girdle about their waists, into 
which is thrust a handful of long grass or small green leafy 
bougiis. They have no houses, lying in the open air with- 
out covering, the earth their bed, the heaven their canopy." 
They lived in groups or families of from twenty to thirty, 
men, women, and children ; their only food being a small 
kind of fish which they caught at floodtide in a sort of weirs. 
Few shrJlfish were seen among them. Yet even these 
miserable people were redeemed to humanity by the posses- 
sion of some good qualities. Whatever they caught was 
fairly divided. Were it little or much, every one had a 
share of the bounty that Providence had sent, ** the old and 
feeble who were unable to go abroad, as well as the young 
and lusty.*' This disinterestedness, with their bold defence 
of the women and children on the first appearance of the 
Europeans and the startling report of firearms, is, however, 
all that can be said in praise of apparently the most abject 
and wretched tribe of the great human family. When they 
had consumed what was caught, they lay down till next 
low-water, and then all who were able to crawl, be it night 
or day, went to examine the weirs. No iron was seen 
among these people ; but they had wooden swords, and a 
kind of lance like a long pole, sharpened at the upper end, 
and hardened by heat. 

No sort of quadruped was seen here ; but there were a 
few land and sea birds, and plenty of manatee and turtle, 
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thoug^h the natives had never learned to strike thMn* They 
had neither boats, canoes, nor rafts, bat could swim between 
the islands of the bay. No form of worship was 'Hftrn^ 
among them; and though they greedily devocured ika» 
manatee, or whatever was given them, theb minds nsver 
once appeared awakened to any feeling of interest or eo^ 
riosity. Four men who were caught swuomisg, i|nd braajj^ 
on board the ship, were sensible to nothing but the Sod 
which they devoured and the deUght of |{ettingmway* The 
wonders around them, — ^the British ship and her strange 
company, — ^which would have charmed many of the tribes 
of Polynesia to an ecstasy of surprise, were unnoticed hj 
the savages of this part of New-HoUand. 

The Mosquito-men were busily employed during the time 
that the ship was cleaned and tne sails repairea ; nor did 
Dampier miss the opportunity of once again persuading his 
messmates to go to some English factoij and surrender the 
vessel and themselves. The threat oi being left on this 
barren and melancholy coast, among the most wretched of 
the human race, compelled him to consult his pmdence 
rather than his duty, and to wait a fairer chance of escajpe. 

The destination of the Cygnet was still Cape Comonn ; 
and on the 4th of May they made the Nicobar Idands, the 
chief commodities of which were ambergris and ttaiXM, 
which the inhabitants disposed of to any £iiiopeaii Teasels 
that chanced to visit them. Dampier now openly ezpreased 
his intention of leaving the ship ; and Ci^iftain Read* be- 
lieving that he could not more effectually punish lus refirne* 
tory shipmate than by granting his wish, and leaving hini 
at this island, at once gave him leave to go on shore. Lest 
Read mi^ht change lus mind, Dampier immediateljr lowered 
his bedding and chest, and got some one to row mm to the 
land. He had not been long on shore when a party wore 
sent from the ship to bring him back, and he compliedi 
aware that if he persisted in going away against their wiUi 
the Bucaniers would not hesitate to make a descent on the 
coast and kill some of the natives, who would in turn re- 
venge themselves on him. On returning to the ship, he 
found that his spirited example had moved some of the other 
persons who had long entertained a similar design of efiSlct- 
uig their escape, and three of them now joined his partyp of 
whom the surgeon was one* The captain and crew i«» 
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fused on any terms to let the surgeon depart ; but after 
some altercation Dampier and his two companions, on a fine 
clear moonlight night, were landed and left in a sandy bay 
of this unknown island. One of the seamen who rowed 
them ashore stole an axe and gave it to them, as the means 
of propitiating the natives, or of buying provisions. They 
were speedily joined by four Acheenese previously found in 
a captured proa, whom Captain Read released before setting 
sail ; and now they fancied themselves strong enough to 
row to Sumatra. A Prrtugucse, taken prisoner by the Bug- 
aniers long before, was also landed, and the party of eight 
considered itself able for defence if attacked by the natives, 
though no one offered to disturb them. 

From the owner of an empty hut in which they slept they 
bought a canoe with the stolen axe, and, placing their goods 
in it, embarked for Acheen. It upset as soon as under 
way, and though no life was lost, their clothes were wetted^ 
and what to Dampier was of far greater importance, the 
journals of many years and his drafts were damaged. 
Three days were spent in drying their things, and altering 
the canoe into a sailing-boat, which was expertly done by 
the Acheenese, who fitted her with a mast, outriggers, ana 
a suit of mat-sails. With the natives, who watched all their 
movements, though more from curiosity than suspicion, 
they bartered rags and strips* of cloth for mellory,t — a firuit 
the size of the bread-fruit, shaped like a pear, with a tough, 
smooth, light-green rind, which Dampier asserts is confined 
to these islands. They also obtained cocoa nuts, which the 
Acheenese gathered, and might have had hogs, but that the^ 
did not choose to disgust their Malayan friends, who were 
Mohammedans. Once more they embarked in their frail vee- 
sel, their only guides a pocket-compass with which Dampier 
had provided himself, and a sketch of the Indian Seas, 
which, contemplating escape, he had previously, firom a 
chart in the ship, copied into his pocket-book. 

They had been out three days when the weather became 
threatening, and soon rose to a tempest. We shall employ 

* A strip or cloth which those islanders wear attached to their MgbH 
covering led Linnseus into the ludicrous mistake of asserting, on Um 
authoriiy of an ignorant Swedish sailor, that here existed a race oTmea 
with tails. 

1 The mellori of the Nicobars, called by the natives tontm, isa sptstae 
f t>read-ft-al(. said to be superior even to that ofOtaheitei 
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the striking language of Dampier himself to deaetiba wImI 
followed, nor, while it reveals so much of his true diuactef 
and feelings, could a better specimen of his more elevated 
and earnest style be easily selected : — ** The wind continued 
increasing all the afternoon, and the sea still sweUed higher 
and often broke, but did us no damage ; for the ends (» the 
vessel being very narrow, he that steered received and broke 
the sea on his back, and so kept it from coming in, which 
we were forced to keep heaving out continually. The eve- 
ning of this day was very dismal. The sky looked veiy black* 
being covered with dark clouds. The wind blew hard, and 
the seas ran high. The sea was already roaring in a white 
foam about us ; a dark night coming on, no land to shelter 
us, and our little bark in danger to be swallowed by every 
wave ; and, what was worst of all, none of us thought oar- 
selves prepared for another world. I had been in many im- 
minent dangers before now, but the worst of them all waa 
but play-game in comparison with this. I had long before 
this repented me of that roving course of life, but never with 
such concern as now. I did also call to mind the many mi- 
raculous acts of God^s providence towards me in the whole 
course of my life, of which kind, I believe, few men have 
met the like. And for all these I returned thanks in a pecu- 
liar manner, and once more desired God*s assistance, and 
composed my mind as well as I could in the h<^>e8 of it, and* 
as the event showed, I was not disappointed of my hopea. 
Submitting ourselves therefore to God's good providence^ 
and taking all the care we could to preserve our lives, Mr. 
Hall and I took turns to steer, and the rest to heave out the 
water ; and thus we provided to spend the moat doleful 
night I ever was in.'* 

The pious trust of Dampier and his companions did not 
fail them. . After enduring great hardship, they reached m 
small fishing village in a nver's mouth of the Island of Su- 
matra, at w'lich their companions, the Malays of Acheen* 
were previously acquainted. They were so much exhansted 
when they arrived here as to be unable to row their canoe 
to the village, — another example of the sudden prostration 
of strength to which persons who have been in imminent 
jeopardy are liable as soon as the danger appears to be past. 
The people of the place assisted them in, and a chief who 
came to see them, being given to understand that they wave 
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ytoiww eneaped Uke the Aeheenese from pcratos, treatod 
them with great kindness. A house was provided for tfaA 
receptiofly and £ai mate provisions sent to it than they coall 
use, as they were all sidL from excessive &tague, and tb0 
eold and heat to which they had ahemately been exposed, 
now scorchinff unsheltered iu the noontide sun, and again 
bleaching in ue chill rains of midnight. After restmg tor 
ten days, thou^ not yet r es tored to health, they entmted 
to be allowed to proceed to Aofaeen to their countrymen ; 
and they were provided with a large proa, and permitted to 
depart. On their arrival at Achem tfiey were strictly ex- 
amined by the native magistrate, and tluai given up tothe 
care of an Irish genUeman oonnected with the frustory. 
The Portuguese died, and Ambrose, one of the En^dishmen 
who left the Cygnet, did not long survive him. Dampier, 
originally robust, and whose constitution was now by his 
haray mode of life almost invincible, recovered, thouffh 
slowly ; the remedies of a Malay doctor, to whose caie he 
was committed, having proved woise than the original 
disease. 

When his health was somewhat re-established, Bampief 
made a voyage to Nicobar vrith Captain Bowry, an Engtiril 
captain who traded to difierent parts of India. His next 
voyage was to Tonquin with Captain Weldon, with whom 
he afterward went to Malacca, and thence to Fort St. 
George, where he remained for five months, and then re- 
turned to Bencoolen, to a &ctoTy lately established by th« 
English on what was at that time called the West-coast. 
Here he also (^ficiated for five months as gunner of the IbiC 

While at Acheen, after returning from Malacca, Dam- 
pier met with Mr. Morgan, a former shipmate in th^. 
Cygnet, from whom he learned the fortones of the Boea- 
niers. After he had left them at Nicobar, they steered fer 
Ceylouf but by stress of weather were compelled to seek 
refreshments upon the coast of CoiomandeL Half Ihe 
crew at this time left the ship, part of whom afterward 
found their way to Agra, and entered the service of the* 
Mogul as guards ; but upon the ofier of a pardon from the 
English governor at Fort St. Gewge, they repaired to thai 
garrison. The Cygnet reached Madagasear, where thfl 
pirates entered the service of some petty prince then at waf 
with a neighbottxing chlefl 

Co 
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We may here take a farewell glance of the Bneaniflini^ 
nnd especially of those left by Dampier in the South Set. 
In pursuing their old vocation they became more sacceMfhl 
after the Cygnet crossed the Pacific They captured many 
vessels, and revelled in the plunder of several towns ; 
sometimes cruising together, but as often in detached 
bands. Townley was so far fortunate as to obtain with ease 
at Lavelia the treasure and merchandise landed from the 
Lima ship on the former year, for which Swan had watched 
so long in vain, and for which the whole Bncanier force 
had battled in the Bay of Panama. Townley afterward 
died of wounds received in another attack. The French 
party stormed Granada ; and Groignct, dying of his wounds, 
was succeeded by Le Picard. Harris follov^ed Swan across 
the Pacific ; and Knight, satiated with plunder, returned 
by Cape Horn to the West Indies, — those of his party who 
had in gambling lost their share of the pillage remainmg in 
the Bachelor^s Delight. The narrative of the traverses of 
this vessel on the coasts of Peru and New Spain, written 
by Lionel Wafer, who remained with Davis while Dampier 
followed Swan, possesses considerable interest. Davis 
generally kept apart from the French freebooters, but 
joined them at an attack on Guayaquil, where the Boca- 
niers amicably divided a rich booty. The French party, 
among whom, however, there were many Englishmen, after- 
ward made their way overland, and with great difficult 
from the Bay of Amapalla to the head of a river which 
falls into the Caribbean Sea, each man with his silver and 
gold on his back, the fortunate and cunning hiring as 
porters the comrades they had previously stripped at the 
gaming-table. 

Davis, who during his long cruise had frequently re- 
mained for weeks at Cocos Island and the Galapagos group, 
now sailed from Guayaquil to these islands, to careen and 
victual his ship previous to leaving the SouUi Sea by Cape 
Horn. The Galapagos* were become to the Bucaniers in 
the South Sea what Tortuga had been to their predecesson 

* The captain of an Engliah ship, which made a voyage In the Padfle 
In 1794,— one hundred and ten years after the retreat of the'Bneaniera 
ftom the South Sea,— relates that he found the remains of their seats 
made of turf and stones, empty jars like those in which the Perovim 
wine is Itept, and nails, daggers, and other articiss left by tbem. 
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in the West Indies. In his mn south from the Galapagos, 
Davis discovered Easter Island, thoagh the merit of the 
discovery was afterward claimed by the Datch Admiral 
Roggewein, and is still a matter of dispute. Davis at thiB 
time left five of his men with five negro slaves on Juan 
Fernandez. They had lost every farthing which they pos- 
sessed at the ganung-table, and were unwilling to leave 
the South Sea as poor as they entered it. The Bachelor's 
Delight successfiiUy doubled Gape Horn ; and Davis, who» 
among the Bucaniers, stood high in point of character both 
for capacity and worth, reached the West Indies just in 
time to avail himself of the pardon ofiered by royal procla- 
mation. Dampier afterward in England met with his old 
commander, whom he highly esteemed. 

Though the French Flibustiers, countenanced by their 
government, continued to flourish during the war which 
followed the accession of William III. to the throne of Eng- 
land, and did brave service to their country in the West 
Indies, bucaniering, already severely checked, ceased among 
the English from this time, or shifted into the legitimate 
channel of privateer-adventure ; yet for more than twentr 
years a few desperate characters, English or English 
Creoles, outlaws or deserters, pretending to be the true 
successors of the old Rovers, wno had strictly limited their 
depredations to the Spanish West Indies, continued to in- 
fest the commerce of every nation, and haunted every sea 
from Cape Wrath to the islands of the Indian Ocean, 
wherever robbexy could be practised with impunity, whether 
on land or water. The better to forward or conceal their 
designs, these lawless ruffians often allied themselves with 
native princes, as the new commander of the Cygnet had 
done at Madagascar. Of these degenerate descendants of 
the Bucaniers of America, the numerous crew of a pirate- 
«hip named the Revenge, which was captured among the 
Orkney Isles, suffered by the sentence of the Court of Ad- 
miralty so late as 1724.* 

While Dampier was at Fort St. George an English ves- 
sel arrived from Mindanao laden with clove-bai^, having 
on board an Indian prince he had formerly seen a slave at 



* We need scarcely remind tbe reader of Sir Walter Scott's ronnanef 
The Pirate. 
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' that place, and whom Mr. Moody, the snperedrgo of the 
ship, had purchased from his owner. This prince was 
from the islands named Meangis, which he said abounded 
in gold and cloves ; and it had been a favourite specnlsi- 
tion with Dampier to establish a factory, and open a trade 
there, which might have been managed from Mindanao. 
This scheme was, however, blown to air; and Prince 
Jeoly, whom Bampier while at that island had proposed to 
purchase from his master to be his guide and introducer, 
was now on the way to England to be exhibited as a show. 
Mr. Moody, who had purchased Jooly, was meanwhile ap- 
pointed to the factory of Indra^oor, then just established 
on the west coast of Sumatra ; and to induce Dampier to 
accompany him to this station, and take charge oi the 
guns, promised that a vessel should be purchased in which 
ne might realise his old scheme of going to Meangis with 
the native prince, and establishing a commerce in cloves 
and ffold. seing afterward unable to fulfil this promise, 
Moody not only released his friend from the engagement 
to serve at Indrapoor, but presented him with a haS-share 
of the " painted prince,** leaving him meanwhile under his 
charge. As Prince Jeoly was the first tattooed man ever 
seen in Europe, the account given of him by Dampier is 
stiH curious. The islands from which he came lay about 
twenty leagues from Mindanao, bearing S. E. They were 
three in number, small but fertile, and abounding, accord- 
ing to the report of the prince, in gold. The i£undance 
of cloves and spice Jeoly, using a common oriental figure, 
described by showing the hairs of his head. His fieither 
was rajah of the island on which they lived. On it were 
about thirty men and a hundred women, of whom five were 
Jeoly's wives. By one of his wives he had been " painted.** 
He was tattooed down the breast, between the shoulden, 
and on the thighs ; and also round the arms and legs, in 
the form of broad rings and bracelets. The figures Dam- 
pier could not compare to either the outline of animals or 
plants, but they were full of ingenious flourishes,— -and 
showed a variety of lines and checkered work in intricate 
figures. Upon the shoulder-blades the lines and pattern 
were peculiarly elegant. Most of the men and women of 
Jeoly*8 island were thus "painted." They wore gold 
bracelets and anklets, had canoes, and lived upon potatoes^ 
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ytODS, fruits, and fish. They had also plenty of fowls. His 
native language was quite different from the Malayan^ 
which he had acquired during his slavery. In passing 
with some of his relations from one island to another, their 
canoe had been driven by a violent tempest toward the 
coast of Mindanao, and they were ail made pirisonert brf 
the Mindanaian fishermen, who stripped th^m of thiu 
golden ornaments, and sold them for slaves. 

With his situation at the fort of Bencoolen Dampier 
found much reason to be dissatisfied, though the diaracti^ 
of the governor was his principal grievance. But besidee 
his disgust with this ofiicial, from whose treatment of otbeiv 
Dampier drew no favourable augury for himself he beffaa 
strongly to experience the stirrings of that longmg anef 
his native country to which every wanderer is at liut snl^ 
jccted ; and though his pecuniary affairs were in greater 
disorder than on the day he embariied with the BucanMC% 
and he had been glad to earn two dollars, his sole treasure, 
by teaching plain saiUng to the lads of Weldon's ship^ he 
sanguinely promised himself a fortune from Prince Jeoly, 
and hoped that in England he might be able to obtain a 
ship to carry back the chief to his native island, where, 
thus introduced, he could not fail to establish a laorati?e 
trade in gold and spices. Mr. Moody had meanwhile dis- 
posed of the share which he retained of the unfortunate 
captive to the mate of an India ship bound for England, 
and with this vessel Dampier wished to return home him* 
self, though the capricious and tyrannical governor, who 
had at first consented to his departure, at the time of the 
ship^s sailing revoked the permission, nor yielded to any 
entreaties, though the captain and others importuned him 
to let the long-absent wanderer return to his country. The 
day before the ship sailed Dampier crept at midnight 
through a port-hole of the fort, abandoning all his property, 
save his journal and manuscripts, for the chance of free- 
dom and of reaching home. The mate of the ship, hit 
new partner in Jeoly, by previous agreement waited for 
him with a boat, and kept him conceded on board till the 
vessel sailed, which it did on the 25th January, 1691. 

The voyage, from the illness of the crew, proved tedioue 
and troublesome, but it was completed at last ; though the 
game bad fortune which had attaided Dampier at so man^ 

Cc2 
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turnfl of life depiived him of all advantage from tri ngiag 
home Jeoly. He arrived in the Thames in uttev porvertj^ 
and was compelled by neceasity to sell his Aare of <<tiie 
painted prince ;" thus for ever renouncing the lomantie 
project of canying him back to Meangis^ whieh poor Jedly 
was destined never again to revisit. After being seen by 
many *< eminent persons," he caught the small«pOK at Cht* 
ford, and died. 

Of Dampier at this time we hear no more. The narra- 
tive of his eight years' ramble round the globe breaks off 
abruptly by saying, ** We luffed in for the Downs^ wheiv we 
anchored, Sept. 16th, 1691.*' 

All that can now be leamed,-Hill, perhaps, that is d9> 
sirable or important is, that in the following year Dmrnier 
published his ** New Voyage round the Worldj** and aner* 
ward a Svmplementi which he entitled Voyaget and Dearif^ 
turns. The work was dedicated to Uharies Montague, 
Esquire, President of the Royal Society, and a Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury, with whom it appears he had no 
previous acquaintance. Its intrinsic merits, the ehasm of 
the narrative, and the style, soon brought the author kito 
notice, and the woric ran rapidly through several editionsy 
and was translated into French and Dutch. Among othei 
distinctions, Captain Lemuel Gulliver, at that period a 
navigator of very great celebrity, hailed Dampier, ttom 
whom ha borrowed many hints, as ^ Cousin." 



/ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Voyage to New-Hollands 

Voyage of Discovery to New-Holland and New-Onineft— Dampler onr 
the Cknst of New-Holland— Dirk Hartog^ Reede— Appearance and 
Prodoctiona of the Coantry— DiscoYeriea on the Northern Coaat*-* 
Planta and Animals— Appearance and Character of the Natives— 
Voyage to New-Guinea— New Islands and the^r Productiona— DIs- 
corery of King William's Island — Slingers' Bay— Bfanners of dtf 
Natives- Discovery of Cape St. Gleorge and Cape Orford— Natives of 
Port Montagae— Their suspicious, inhospitable Character— AlBray with 
the Natives— Volcanic Island— Discovery of Nova Britannia— Islands 
in Dampiei's Strait— Return to King William's Island, and Second 
Voyage to the Coast of New-Holland— Dampier's Shipwreck— Do- 
gratefUl Reception- His Voyage in the St. George— Bad Condact of 
his Officers— Dampier's Imprisonment by the Dutch— Return to Eng- 
land—Voyage in the Duke— Testimony borne to his Merits— Befleo- 
ioQS on his Character and Fate— The End. 

Iif 1699, the country being in profound peace, an expe- 
dition of discovery, highly honourable to the royal projector^ 
was ordered by William III., the conduct of which the Earl 
of Pembroke, who was then at the head of the Admiralty, 
committed to Dampier, who was recommended solely by 
his qualifications as a seaman, his large experience, and 
evident capacity. The countries which he was particularly 
recommended to examine in this voyage were New-Holland 
and New-Gruinea. • 

The vessel in which Dampier undertook the voyage to 
New-Holland was a king's ship named the Roebnek, old 
and crazy before she left the port. She carried 12 guns and 
a crew of 50 men and boys, with provisions lor twenty 
months, and the equipments necessary to the accomplish^ 
ment of a voyage undertaken for the future promotion of 
traffic, but of which the unmediaie object was discovery. 
Dampier, who had always been fond of natural history, at= 
this tune carried a draughtsman with him. The Roebuck left 
the Downs on the 14th January, 1699, and proceeded pros- 
perously to the Cape de Verd Islands, and afterward to tti» 
coast of Brazil, whem DaapiM (bou|^ it nMeasaisr to foi 
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into some port, as he intended at the next stretch at once 
to reach New-Holland. On the 25th March they anchored 
ut Bahia de todos los Santos, where thirty large European 
vessels then lay, besides other ships and a multitude of 
craft. The governor was named Don John de Lancaster, 
and, claiming to be of high English extraction, was exceed- 
ingly courteous to the countrymen of his ancestors. 

They sailed on the 23d April, and on the following da3rs 
caught small sharks, which they cooked in the Bucanier 
fasluon, and called good fish. On their way to the Cape of 
Good Hope they saw nothing more remarkable than the 
carcass of a whale, about which hovered " millions" of sea- 
fowl, darkening the air far around. They also saw the 
stormy-petrel, a bird resembling a swallow, but smaller, and 
which skims like a swallow. Seamen, naturalists say most 
unjustly, call them foul-weather birds, and at all times dis- 
like their appearance. " In a storm they will hover under 
the ship's stem, in the wake or smoothness which the ship's 
passing has made on the sea : and there, as they fly gently, 
they pat the water alternately with their feet as u they 
walked upon it, though still on the wing. Hence the sea- 
men give them their name from Peter walking on the Lake 
of Gennesareth." • i 

The voyage proceeded favourably. On 4th July they- 
frequently made soundings, and 90 leagues from New-Hol- 
land oflen saw whales, and at 30 leagues bones of the scnt- 
tlefish floating, and also seaweed. They were now dote 
upon the western coast of New-Holland, and constantly 
sounded. On the morning of the 1st August they descried 
land at the distance of six leamies, but were unable to find 
a safe harbour, and from foul weather were compelled to 
stand off till the 5th, when they again approached the same 
coast. Next morning they ran into an opening, keeping a 
boat sounding before the ship, and anchored at two mUet 
from the shore, in the harbour named Dirk Hartog's Reede, 
from the first discoverer, who in 1616 had anchored here* 
To this bay Dampier gave the name of Sharks' Bay. He 
lays it down as in 25<* S. at the mouth. 

The land here is rather high, and firom sea appears level, 
but is found to be gently undulating. On the open coart 
the shore is blufi*; but m the bay the land is low and tlM 
mH sandy, producing a species of semphize. ** Farther in'' 



*n 
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—-we now adopt Dampier's description — " it is a reddish 
mould, a sort of sand, producing grass, plants, and shrubs. 
Of trees and shrubs there are various sorts, but none above 
ten feet high. Some of the trees were sweet-scented, and 
reddish within the bark like sassafras, but redder. The 
blossoms of the different sorts of trees of several colours, 
but mostly blue, and smelt very sweet and fragrant. There 
were also beautiful and fragrant flowers growing on the 
ground, unlike any I had ever seen elsewhere." There 
were eagles, but no other large birds, and of small singing- 
birds great variety, with fine shrill notes. Besides the oim- 
naiy sea-birds there were many strange kinds quite new to 
the voyager. The kangaroo he describes as a sort of ra- 
coon, differing from those of the West Indies chiefly in the 
legs ; what he calls the racoons of New-Holland having 
very short fore-legs, with which they go jumping about. Of 
the iguanas of this country Dampier gives a striking de- 
scription. They were inferior as food to those with which 
he had been familiar in the West Indies and the South Sea, 
and when killed and opened were very ofiensive in smell. 
Nothing can be more loathsome and disgusting than the pic- 
ture he gives of this large species of lizard {scincus tropicur 
rus). In Sharks' Bay, besides an abundance of sharics, 
large green-turtle were found, both of which furnished wel- 
come refreshment to the seamen. The fish were skate, 
rays, and other flat kinds, with muscles, oysters, and small 
shellfish. ** The shore was lined with strange and beautiful 
shells." 

They had anchored at three different places to search for 
water, and on the 11th, for this purpose, and also to prose- 
cute discovery, they stood farther into the bay ; but after 
several abortive attempts again bore out to sea, having pvs- 
viously scrubbed the ship. Sea-snakes were seen of differ- 
ent kinds ; one sort yellow with brown spots, about four fbet 
in length, and of the thickness of a man's wrist, with a flat 
tail ; another kind smaller, shorter, and round, spotted black 
and yellow. 

It was the 14th August when they sailed out of this bay 
or bight, and plied off and on northward, keeping about six 
or seven leagues from the shore, and frequently 80undiii|[. 
On the 15th they were in latitude 24^ 4r ; on the 16th m 
33^ 22', "jogging on northward," seeing in their piDfruB 
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many imall dolphins and whales and abondanoe of fcnttle- 
Ash-shells and water-serpents. On the afternoon of Uw 
18th, off a shoal in 22^ 22^', of wluch Dampier kept clear, 
numerous whales were seen on all sides of the ship, " blow- 
ing and making a very dismal noise.*' When the Roebuck 
got into deeper water these alarming fellow-voyagers left her. 

On the 20th they were carried out of sight of land, which 
was recovered on the 21st, visible only from the mast, bear- 
ing south-cast by east, and appearing at the distance of nine 
leaerues like a bluff headland. Around this place was an 
arcbipelago of islands of good height, which Dampier be- 
lieved to be a range stretching from £. N. E. to W. S. W. for 
about twenty leagues, or probably to Sharks' Bay, and of 
considerable depth, which he presumed might possibly afford 
a passage to the great South Sea eastwsLrd. Next day he 
ran in among these islands, the boat sounding before. The 
water was of very unequal depth ; and the arid appearance 
of the shores and yellow rusty colour of the rocks made th«n 
despair of finding water, though Dampier, hoping that they 
might either discover a new channel leading through to the 
mainland of New-Holland, or find some sort of rich mineiral 
or ambergris, for which this was a favourable latitude, was 
unwilling to turn back. The island near which he rode he 
named Rosemary Island, as a plant* that seelned of that 
kind grew here in abundance, but was destitute of smelL 
Two finds of beans were found ; the one growing on bushes, 
the other on a creeping plant that ran along the ground. 
Cormorants and gulls were seen, and a kind of white panot, 
which flew in large flocks. 

They left this place on the 23d, and for some time coasted 
on with the land-breeze, having had since leaving Sharks' 
Bay fine clear weather, which still continued. Water- 
snakes, whales, noddies, and boobies were seen. On Uie 
87th and 28th they were out of sight of land, which was 
recovered on the 30th in latitude 18° 21' S., great smokes 
being seen on the shore. This night there was an eclipse 
of the moon. 

Early next day an armed party of ten men landed to 

* The fenns called dampieroy containing thirteen species of shrubby 
or perennial herbsoeoas plants, all natites of New-Holland, was named 
in iumour of the cel^rated navigator by Mr. Robert Brown, in his Frih 
4nMni» ^lors N9ra OoU|uidi9^ 
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search for water, carrying with them pickaxes and shovels^ 
Three tall, black, naked men were seen on the beach, but 
they went away. The boat, lying at anchor a little way 
out in the water to prevent seizure, was left in the care of 
two sailors, while the rest of the party followed the natives, 
who were soon joined by eight or nine men. They stood 
posted on an eminence, from which, however, they fled on 
the approach of the Englishmen. 

From this height the party descried a savanna studded 
with what they at first fancied to be huts, but discovered to 
be only rocks, and no water near them. They returned to 
the place at which they had landed, and began to dig, but 
were menaced by another party of natives collected on an 
adjoining height, who vociferated with angry gestures, as 
if they ordered the strangers to be gone. One of them at 
length ventured to approach, and the rest followed at a cau- 
tious distance. Dampier went forward to meet them, mak- 
ing signs of peace and friendship ; but the leader fled, and 
the others kept aloof. The want of water made it abso- 
lutely necessary to establish a communication with the na- 
tives, whether by fair or violent means ; and an attempt 
was made to catch some of them, a nimble young man who 
was with Dampier trying to run them down. As soon as 
he overtook them they faced about and fought him ; and 
Dampier, who was himself assailed, was compelled to fire 
off his musket in defence of his man, who, though armed 
with a cutlass, was unable to beat back so raany wooden 
lances. The first shot, intended to scare but not to injure^ 
was treated, after a momentary alarm, with indiflerence or 
contempt. They tossed up their arms, exclaiming, ^^Poohf 
voohy poohP* and pressed closer upon the seaman; and 
Dampier durst no longer withhold his fire. One native feU 
— his friends paused in alarm — and the young leaman 
escaped. **I returned back,'' says Dampier, **with my 
man, designing to attempt the natives no farther, being 
very sorry for what had happened." The young English- 
man was wounded in the cheek by a lance. Among the 
attacking party there was one young man who, from his 
appearance and dignity of demeanour, was imagined a chief 
or leader ; yet this impression was given by something dis- 
tinct from either height of stature or personal beanW^ fat 
the New-Hollander was neither so tftU nor weU-mtde ••, 
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Bome of the others, hut " a brisk yoang man,** active and 
courageous. He was the only one of the group that wa* 
paintMl. A circle drawn with some sort of white pigment 
surrounded each of his eyes, and a white streak rradied 
from the forehead to the tip of the nose. His breast bbA 
part of his arms were also stained, ** not for beauty or orna- 
ment," it was very rationally concluded, '< but that he seemed 
thereby to design the looking more terrible,— this his paint- 
ing adding very much to his natural deformity.^ Dsmpier 
imagined these New-Hollanders to be of the same nation 
with those he had seen when the Cygnet had touched on 
this coast. " They were the same blinking creatures,** he 
says, ** with the most unpleasant looks and worst feature* 
of any people I had ever seen." He did not get near enough 
to discover if this tribe also wanted the two fore-teeth, a» 
that tribe did. By the old fireplaces quantities of shells 
were found of the kinds of shellfish on which the other 
island tribe lived, and their lances were similar in shape. 
The general features of the country at the places visited on 
this coast were the same as those already described, — low, 
with chains of sand-hills, the land round the shore dry and 
sandy, bearing many shrubs with beautiful blossoms of vap 
rious colours and of delicate fragrance. Farthec on, the 
land was mixed woodland and savanna. The plaihs were 
studded with detached rocks resembling haycocks at a 
distance, — some red, and others white. By subsequent voy- 
agers these have been taken for large ant-hillocks. Some 
animals were seen resembling hungry wolves, lean as 
skeletons. 

Brackish water was at last obtained, which was employed 
to boil the oatmeal, in order to save what remained in the 
casks ; and our navigator on the 5th September left this arid 
and steril coast ; on the 7th, in latitude 16° 9^, and out of 
sight of land, stood out to sea ; and on the 8th, in 15^ ST', 
shaped his course for the Island of Timor. On the 22d h« 
came to anchor in Coepang Bay, near the Dutch fort Con* 
cordia ; but afterward went to Laphao, a Portuguese settle* 
ment on the opposite side of the island. 

After resting and refitting at this fine island, the Toyags 
was prosecutra to New-Guinea. The Roebuck sailed on 
the 20th December, and on the 1st January, 1700, they de- 
scried the western coast of this countr — ^high level had 
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covered with thriving trees. Near the land they wexer 
assailed by tornadoes, and black clouds hovered over ity 
while at sea the weather was clear and settled. On the 7th 
they landed, caught at one haul above three hundred mack- 
erel, and next day anchored in the mouth of a riverf where 
they took in water. Fruits of unknown kinds were brought 
on board by the pinnace, and one of the men shot a stately 
land-fowl about the size of the dunghill-cock, sky-coloured, 
but with a white blotch and reddish spots about the wings, 
and a long bunch of Heathers on the crown. From Frewi- 
water Bay, which they named this place, they sailed out by 
White Island, which was in 3^ 4' S., and is distinguished 
by white cliffs. The Roebuck beat up to the northward 
against currents and adverse winds, and passed many islets 
and dangerous shoals, occasionally andioring to obtain 
wood and water. At an island named by the natives Sa- 
buda, in 2° 43' S., Dampier found a tawny race closely 
resembling his old ^ends at Mindanao. Negroes were also 
seen here, of the curly-haired blacks which had originally 
obtained for this country the name of New-Guinea. Some 
of these oceanic negroes appeared the slaves of the yellow 
or Malay race. The weapons were the same as in Minda* 
nao ; the lances pointed with bone. These islanders had a 
very ingenious way of making the fish rise. A bh>ek of 
wood carved like a dolphin was let down into the water by 
a line, to which a weight was attached in order to sink it. 
When they had waited the effect of their stratagem the 
decoy was rapidly raised by the line, the fish followed it, and 
the strikers stood ready prepared. 

Still plying northward, on the 4th February they reached 
the north-west cape of New-Guinea, called by the Dutch 
Cape Mabo. A small woody island lies off the cape, ancF 
to the north and north-east islets are numerous. The land 
is generally high, and covered with tall heaKhy timber. 
Near one of these islands, which, from the enormous size 
of the cockles found at it, he named Cockle Island, Dam- 
pier had almost run upon a shoal, but got off, and, coming 
to anchor, despatched the boats to the island, from whenccr 
pigeons were brought, and cockles of the moderate size 
of ten pounds. The shell alone of one fbimerly ibnndf 
weighed fifty-eight pounds. Bats of the Uj§t kmd wenr 
seen heie 
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The Roebuck stood onward four or five leagaei, shapinr 
lier course to the east, and at a small woody isluid found 
ordinary-sized cockles in prodigious abundance, and nume- 
rous pigeons. On the 7th they anchored at an island finely 
wooded " with tall straight trees fit for any use," whica 
Bampier loyally named King William's Island. From the 
time of passing Cape Mabo till the 12th, the RoebudL, 
owing to easterly winds, had not advanced above thirty 
leagues to the eastward. When they got to 2^ S. the east- 
erly winds increased, and as they approached the equinoc- 
tial, hunff still more easterly. On the afternoon of the 12th 
the wind shifted to a more favourable point, with heavy 
rain, which continued for some days. They descried, at 
the distance of six leagues from the shore, two headlands 
about twenty miles apart, one to the east^ the other to the 
west. The last they named the Cape of Good Hope. On 
the morning of the 15th they were in danger of running 
upon an island not laid down in their charts, which Dam- 
pier, in commemoration of the escape, named Providence 
Island. Large trees and logs were this day seen floating^ 
which Dampier concluded had come out of some of the 
rivers of New-Guinea. On the 16th they crossed the Line^ 
The Roebuck was steered for an bland seen on the 25th at 
the distance of fifteen leagues, supposed to be that called 
Vischer's Island by the Dutch ; but as it was to him un-' 
known land, Dampier named it Matthias Island. It was 
about ten leagues long, hilly and wooded, but intersected 
by savannas and open places. Another island, low, level 
land, seven or eight leagues to the eastward of this, was 
named Squally Island, as they here encountered tornadoes 
so violent and frequent that they durst not venture tor 
stand in. 

Dampier afterward stood for the mainland^ encountering^ 
frequent and violent squalls, and steered for a part of the 
coast where he saw many smokes arising. The islands her 
had at first passed were those now known as the Admi^ 
ralty Islands. His course had lain to the northward of 
them. 

The land he approached was mountainous and weU<^ 
wooded, with large plantations and cleared patches lying 
on the hill-sides. The discoverer wished to have some in-* 
tercourse with the natives here, and was glad to see boats- 
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and proas come off in neat numbers. They approached 
near enough to make signs and to be heard, but their Ian* 
guage was totally unknown to the voyagers. They could 
not be induced to approach the ship any closer, not even by 
the allurement of beads, knives, or glasses, though some 
beads floated to them in a bottle were readily picked up, 
and they seemed pleased with the gift. They often struck 
their left breast with the right hand, and held a black trun- 
cheon over their heads, as if in token of firiendship. It 
was impossible, from the state of the current, to get the 
ship into the bay to which the natives pointed ; and when 
she wore off, they appeared angry, though they still fol- 
lowed in their proas, which were now increased to a formi- 
dable fleet. The bays were also lined with men. The 
crew got ready their small arms, and when the ship fairly 
stood out, the natives became so ill-pleased that they 
launched showers of stones after her from slings. One 
gun was fired off, and some of the slingers were conjectured 
to be killed or wounded. Dampier named this place Sling- 
ers' Bay. 

Next day the Roebuck passed an island where smokes 
were seen and men in the bays, who followed in three 
canoes, but could not overtake the ship. This island is Hie 
Gerrit Denys or Gerard Dynas of the Dutch. It is hiffh, 
mountainous, and woody. The hill-sides were covered with 
plantations, and in the sheltered bays there were cocoanut- 
trees. It seemed very populous ; the natives were black, 
with crisp hair, which they shaved in different figures, 
and died of various hues. They were strong and welli 
limbed, with broad round faces and large flat noses, yet the 
expression of their countenance, when not disfigured by 
their singular taste in ornament, was not unpleasant. Be- 
Fides being painted, they wore some kind of ornament 
through their noses about four inches long, and as thick mm 
a man's thumb. Their ears were perforated with large 
holes filled with similar decorations. The weapons seen 
were swords, lances, slings, bows and arrows. The proas 
were ingeniously built, and ornamented with carved figures, 
though they had neither sail nor anchor ; and the natives 
were expert and fearless in managing them. Their lan- 
guage was clear and distinct. The black truncheon, used 
as »t Slingers' Bay, or a fresh-gathered leafy bough, was 
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thm 83rmbol of firiendship. These they placed upon their 
heads, to which they often lifted their hands. 

Dampier next day reached Anthony Kaan's Island, 
which in its external features and social condition closely 
vesembled the neighbouring group. It lies in 2P S5" S. As 
the Roebuck held along the coast, other natives approached, 
and three ventured on board, to whom the captain gave a 
knife, a looking-glass, and beads, showing them pumpkins 
and cocoanut-sheUs, and by signs reqnestmff them to briDg 
similar things to the ship. Tl^y understood this language, 
and out of one of the canoes took three cocoanuts, whidi 
they presented to him. When nutmegs and gold-dost were 
shown them, they appeared to intimate that such things 
were to be obtained on their island. The natives ^here, 
like those already seen, were black, tall, strong, and 
well made^ with crisp hair, and their nose and ears were 
ornamented in the same Cushion as those seen the former 
day. 

Dampier's next stage was St. John's, an island about 
ten leagues long, abounding in plantations andcocoannt- 
trees, with noves of palms by the shores and in the bays. 
All these islands appeared so populous that the navigator 
feared to send a party on shore for wood or watex^ unless 
he could have found anchoring-ground where the ship might 
have been brought up to protect them ; and he now again 
stood for the mainland of JVew-Guinea to supply his wants« 
On the 8th he approached the coast so near that smokes 
were seen, with the land high and woody, and thinly inter- 
spersed wi^ savannas. Canoes came off to the ship, in 
which were natives exactly resembling those they had last 
seen. A headland lay to the south in latitude 5^ 5' S., 
firom which point Dampier concluded that the shores tended 
to the westward, as no land was seen beyond it. This 
headland he named Cape St. George, the meridian distance 
of which from Cape Mabo is 1290 miles. An island off 
this cape he named St. George's Island, and the bay be- 
tween it and the west point St. George's Bay. Great quan* 
titles of smoke arose in sight, and next day a volcano was 
discovered burning. The south-west cape of the bay Dam- 
pier named Cape Orford, in compliment to his noble patron. 
It is a bluff point, of medium height, and flat at the top. 
In advancing on the 14th, a cluster of islands were seen lo 
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a bay in which Dampier hoped to find anchorage. He ran 
in and saw smokes, and having got up with the point of the 
bay, houses, plantations, and cocoanut-trees. He ap- 
proached within a few miles of the shore, and several proas, 
with about forty men, came out to view the ship, but would 
not venture on board. The ship now lay becalmed, and as 
other proas full of men approached from different points, 
one of them of very large size, the commander became 
uneasy. He made the first party signs to return to the 
shore ; but they either could not understand, or would not 
obey, and he " whistled a shot over their heads," which 
made them pull away. Two boats, which had started frota 
difierent points, intended, it was apprehended, to effect a 
junction, and attack the ship. Of these one was a large 
boat, with a high head and stem, painted, and full of men. 
At this formidable bark Dampier fired another shot, which 
made it sheer off, though it afterward pulled but the more 
vigorously to join the. other advancing boat. To prevent 
this junction, and overawe the natives in their suspected 
design, the gunner was directed to fire a shot between these 
boats as they approached each other, which he did with so 
true an aim, using round and partridge shot, that they in- 
stantly separated and made for the shore with all speed. 
The Roebuck, which had been for a short time becamie^ 
bore afler them into the bay with a gentle favouring breeze ; 
and when it reached the point a great many men were seen 
lurking about the rocks and peeping out. Another shot 
was fired against the point as a necessair measure of in- 
timidation. The shot grazed between the ship and the 
point, fiew over it, and grazed a second time very near the 
ambushed party. A number of the natives were still seen 
sitting under the cocoa-trees, whom Dampier, who knew 
the people here to be inhospitable, distrustml, and treach- 
erous (a character which the oceanic negroes had obtained 
from all previous navigators), deemed it necessary to scare 
and disperse ; and a third gun was fired among the wood, 
but over their heads, before the boat was sent out to sound. 
The Roebuck followed the boat, and found good anchorage 
at a quarter of a mile from the shore, and opposite the 
mouth of a small river, where they hoped to find water, the 
true and only object of all this seeming harshness. A 
group stationed on a small point at the river's mouth was 
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scattered by the former means, though this shot, and all 
that were fired, were aimed aside and harmless. The 
seamen, then rowed for the shore, and before they landed, 
the Indians rushed into the water, and placed cocoanats ib 
their boat as a present or propitiatory offering. 

Water was obtained, — one boat's crew keeping watch 
while the other filled the casks, — and an attempt was made 
to commence a trade by exchanging axes and hatchets for 
yams, potatoes, and other articles. The natives were not 
insensible to the value of the goods offered in exchange ; 
but they would part with nothing save cocoanuts, which 
they climbed the trees to gather, and gave to the seamen, 
at the same time leaking si^ns to them to be gone. 

Having obtained a tolerable quantity of both wood and 
water, Dampier held a consultation with his officers on the 
propriety of putting to sea, or of remaining here some 
time longer, to fish, and endeavour to obtain hogs, goats, 
yams, and whatever refreshments the place afforded. It 
was agreed to remain. While the men were employed in 
cutting wood, a party of about forty natives, men and 
women, passed near them. They at first appeared fright- 
ened ; but were somewhat reassured by the signs of friend- 
ship made by the sailors, and passed quietly on. The men 
were finely bedecked with feathers of gay colours stack in 
their hair, and carried lances ; while the women trudged 
behind totally naked, save for a few green boughs stuck 
into the string tied round their waists. On their heads 
they carried large baskets full of yams. " And this," says 
Pampier, '* I have observed of all savages I have known, 
that they make their women carry the burdens, while the 
men walk before without any other load than their arms 
and ornaments." 

When the boats went next ashore, some of the seamen 
entered the dwellings of the natives, who, instead of be- 
coming more familiar on further acquaintance, got more and 
more shy and distrustful. They had now gathered all the 
cocoas, and driven away their hogs to a place in the bottom 
of the bay. Dampier landed himself, carrying with him 
articles proper for presents and trade ; but he was unable 
to inspire the natives with any degree of confidence. Few 
of them approached him, and those with reluctance ; and 
& promise which an Indian made of bringing cocoanats was 
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probably never inteoded to be kept. He visited three dif- 
ferent villages, and uniformly found the huts abandoned, 
and the furniture and live-stock carried off. When Cap* 
tain Banipier returned to the ship he found all the officers 
and men most importunate to obtain his permission to 
visit the place whither the hogs had been <uiven. They 
extorted a reluctant consent, and departed furnished with 
commodities for traffic, strictly enjoined to deal fairly with 
the natives, and for their own security to act with caution. 
The bay was two miles distant, and Dampier, who had 
great misgivings of the consequences of the enterprise, 
prepared, m case of the worst, to assist them with the ship's 
guns, as the natives were now seen assembling on the 
shore in large groups, prepared to resist the landing, shak- 
ing their lances, and using threatening gestures. The Eng- 
lish displayed their tempting wares, and made signs which 
were disregarded by the natives, some of whom plunged 
into the sea with their lances and targets to commence the 
attack. But the seamen were resolved in every event to 
obtain provisions; and since fair means were repulsed, 
they made no scruple at using violence and severity. 
The first fire of the muskets made the mater part of toe 
warriors run off, though a few stood with great resolation^ 
still in the attitude of repelling the landing. The boldeit 
at last dropped his target : it was conjectured that he wie 
hit in the arm, and the whole took to flight. Dampier 
acknowledges that ** some felt the smart of our bullets, but 
none were killed ; our design being rather to fright than 
to kill them.** The seamen shot nine hogs, besides wound- 
ing many that escaped, and in the evening made a second 
trip and brought off eight more. As a sort of compensa- 
tion for the injury done, Dampier sent a captured canoe 
back to the shore, and deposited in it two axes, two 
hatchets, six knives, six looking-glasses, four bottles, and m 
quantity of beads. 

This bay, in 6«> KX S., and 151 miles west of Ci^ St. 
George, Dampier named Port Montague, in honour of the 
President of the Royal Society. Of the appearance and 
nature of the country here he makes a very favourable 
report. " It is mountainous and woody, with rich vailejrs 
and pleasant fresh-water brooks." The rivers abounded 
in fisa ; cocoanut-trees sprung and throve on every island* 
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and many fruits of unknown kinds were seen. Ginger 
was among the spontaneous productions. 

The Roebuck was now well supplied with wood and 
water, and the hogs had been salted as soon as brought 
on board. On the 22d March they left Port Montague, 
and on the 24th, in the evening, saw hi^h land bearing 
porth-west *< half-west, and no land visiole more to the 
west." They steered west-north-west, coasting along 
under easy sail, and at two o*clock saw a pillar of fire. 
At daylight this was discovered to be a burning island, for 
which they bore, seeing many other islands, two of them 
pretty high. They passed through a channel about five 
leagues broad, lying between the Burning Island and the 
mainland. All the night of the 25th, being still in this 
strait, they saw the volcano, " which," Bampier relates, 
<* vomited ^re and smoke very amazingly." 

On the night of the 26th the Roebuck had shot to the 
westward of the Burning Island, whence the fire could no 
longer be seen, the crater lying on its south side. This 
volcano lies ^t meridian distance 332 miles west firom Cape 
St. George. And now Dampier had attained an important 
stage in his voyage of discovery. " The easternmost part," 
he says, " of New-Guinea lies forty milep to the westward 
of tbis tract of land, and by hydrosraptiers they are made 
joining together." This he found to be a mistake, and 
discovered that it was a channel he had passed through 
here, in which were many islands. Before entering this 
strait, he named the promontory on the north-east of this 
coast, part of what was then all named New-Guinea, King 
William's Cape. It is high and mountainous. Smokes 
were seen upon it. Leaving it upon the larboard-side, the 
Roebuck bore away close upon the east land, which ends 
with two remarkable capes, distant firom each other about 
six leagues, with two fine and very high mountains rising 
firom the sea within these headlands. The country ap* 
peared finely mingled with woodland and savanna, as 
smooth and verdant as an English meadow. Smokes were 
again seen ; but Dampier, who wished to repair his pin- 
nace, which was so crazy as to be unserviceable, chose 
rather to anchor near an uninhabited than a peopled 
island, as he wished to avoid the natives. He stood over 
(o the islands, and kept a lookout for land to the north, bat 
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saw none. The navigator was now assured that he had 
|)assed through a strait, and that this eastern land did not 
join the mainland of New-Guinea. He named this island, 
which he had now nearly circumnavigated, Nova Britan- 
nia, the north-west point of the strait Cape Gloucester, and 
Che south-west Cape Amie. The mountain most to the 
north-west of the two which rose between those headlands, 
being very remarkable in appearance, the discoverer chose 
to give it also a name, and called it Mount Gloucester. 

The passage thus discovered is now known in geogra- 
phy as Dampier's Strait. The Island of Nova Britannia, 
in productions and inhabitants, resembled New-Guinea. 
The people were negroes, strong-Umbed, bold, "and daring. 
They had been closely observoi at Port Montague, and 
the remarks made on them there applied with equal pro- 
priety to the few that were afterward seen. 

Advancing in his course, Dampier fell in with several 
islands. One, eleven leagues in length, he named Sir 
George Rook's Island. On the 3 1st he shot in between 
two islands, — the southernmost long, with a hill at each 
end. This he named Long Island. The one to the 
north was named Crown Island, from its eminences. 
Both were pleasant, and seemed fertile, — savanna and 
woodland interspersed, the trees green and flourishing, and 
many of them covered with white blossoms. Cocoanut- 
trees were frequent in the bays of that island which from 
its conformation Dampier named Crown Island. It was 
believed to be inhabited but thinly. A boat was seen, 
which just peeped forth from the shore of this island, and 
drew back ; but neither plantations nor amoHuse were dis- 
covered. In the afternoon of the 31st another island was 
seen bearing north-west by west ; and next morning, the 
ship, having steered away north-west to get to the north- 
ward of it, lay about midway between it and Crown and 
Itong Islands. The mainland of New-Guinea, lying to 
the southward, was seen rising very high. From this new 
island, which the navigator named Sir R. Rich's Island, 
four canoes came ofl*, which from a distance reconnoitred 
the ship. One advanced within call, but when invited the 
men would not approach closer. The Roebuck bore on- 
ward, and discovered four more islands, and land to th« 
juMjtbward, which might either be another island or pvi of 
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tho mainland of New-Groinea. These islands were geiUh 
rally high, full of trees, mixed with clear spots ; all, even 
the Burning Island, were fertile. On the 2d April tfaey 
passed by its north side, and saw that the land near the sea 
was rich, and good for two*thirds of the height of the 
mountains. Among this group of islands ttiree small ves- 
sels with sails were seen, though the inhabitants of Nora 
Britannia appeared quite unacquainted with the use of 
sails. Another island was descried that sent forth smoke, 
which however soon dispersed. This is presumed to have 
been the Brandende Berg of Schouten. Different observa- 
tions made at this time showed a variation in the ship's 
reckoning, for which the navigator was at a loss to account. 
On the 14th April they passed Schouten's Island, and on 
the 17th observed a volcano on the mainland, which had 
cither not been smoking or had passed unnoticed when 
they sailed round King William's Island. This island, 
discovered in passing round about two months before, was 
seen in the same afternoon, and they crowded sail to reach 
it before dark. But the wind fell, and they were becalmed 
within two miles of the shore. The night was one of 
bright moonlight, and a delightful fragrance was wafted 
from the island to the ship. Next morning they were 
becalmed two leagues to the westward of the island, and 
met such whirling tides that the ship refused to obey the 
helm, and f/equently turned round in the whirlpools, A 
gale fortunately sprung up and carried her off. 

The voyage was prosecuted to the Island of Ceiam, 
which they reached on the 26th April. Here they obtained 
a supply of rice from a Dutch vessel, and next went to 
Timor, from whence Dampicn intended once more to 
attempt New-Holland in about 20^. Here he found 
soundings at 40 fathoms, but did not see the land, and 
steered westward to search for the Trial Rocl^,* which 
were supposed to lie in this parallel, and about eighty 
leagues westward of the coast. But Captain Dampier was 
sick and unable to maintain perpetual watch himself and 
the officers inefficient and careless, so that this important 
point was not ascertained ; nor could more be attempted 

* So named fh>in an English sbip called the Trial having hfen 
IVr^cl^ed uppn tl^em many years l^fore Dampier's voyage. 
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dt this time for purposes of dUcovery, many of the creW 
being affected with scurvy, and the ship hardly 8ea-Worthy« 
The Roebuck accordingly sailed for Java, and on the 3dl 
July anchored in the road of Batavia, where Dampier sop^ 
ported the dignity of his mission by making the only Eng^* 
fish vessel found in the harbour strike her pendant. On 
the 1 7th October they sailed for Europe, and without any 
remarkable adventure, having touched at the Cape of Good 
Hope and St* Helena, approached the Island of Ascension 
on the 21st February, and stood in for it, now reckoning 
themselves almost at home. On the evening of the 22d 
the ship, old and damaged before the vdyage had com-f 
menced, sprung a leak, and it was with db£culty that thd 
pumps kept her afloat till daylight, when they made fof 
the bay and came to anchor. Every exertion was made to 
stop the leak and save the ship, while the pumps were kept 
at hard work. The carpenters showed great want of judg^* 
ment, if not want of skill in their business, and in spite of 
all the ingenious contrivances resorted to by Dampier, 
their improvidence and the damaged condition of the ship 
rendered every effort abortive. Dampier remained on board 
till the very last* He had to regret the loss of many of hitf 
books and papers, and a collection of shells gathered at 
New-Holland. The plants he contrived to save* Th0 
condition of the party was more fortunate than that which 
generally falls to the lot of shipwrecked seamen* TheV 
were most happy to discover a spring of good water, though 
eight miles dutant from their tents, and across a very high 
mountain, and Dampier thankfully relates, that "they 
were now by God's providence in a condition to subsist (of 
some time, having plenty of good turtle by their tents, and 
water for the fetching." Here Dampier and his company 
remained for about five weeks. During that time they had 
Heen several ships and fleets pass ; but noiie tou<;hed till 
the 2d April, when an Indiaman and three English ships 
of war came into the bay. Dampier Went on board one of 
them with thirty-five of his men, and the rest of the tttW 
were accommodated in the other vessels* 

Though the -purpose of his voyage had been accoin* 
plished, and though many important additions were madtf 
by it to geography, the loss of the ship and of his jfopett 
depressed the spirits of the navigator, atid but too probib^ 
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lessened his merit with those fortonate persasw in bioii 
places who Taiely judge of any undertaking sava bgTw 
apparent success. He was now to mf£ar for the igaonaoe 
or mistaken economy of those who, projecting a rajMJ$ of 
discovery distant and perilous, imagined tAuA it BUgB be 
accomplished by a useless crazy ship, unfit for what waa 
considered better sernce. The marreji was that it had not 
foundered long before. 

It is to be feared that neither rewards nor even aootlirag 
promises awaited the return of Dampier iirom fab pdblic 
enterprise. His original patron, or at least the penoo who 
officially gave him his appointment to the Roebud^ no 
longer presided at the admiralty To this nobleman, the 
Earl of Pembroke, be, however, inscribed his relation of the 
Voyage to New-Holland. 

About his own private afiairs, and his personal foelinga, 
Dampier is at all times modest and reserved, and we can 
only surmise his disappointment from an incidental remark 
into which he is betrayed in the dedication of his histoiy 
of that voyage, which ought to have been regarded fnm 
the first as useful to science and honourable to the navi- 
gator. " The world," he says, " is apt to judge of evetf 
thing by success, insomuch that whoever has iU-foitiBie 
will hardly be allowed a good name." " Suchr** he con- 
tinues, *^was my unhappiness in my late expe^Ktm in the 
Roebuck, which foundered through perfect age, tboiiglr I 
comfort myself with the thoughts that no n^|lect ean be 
charged against me." Justly, no neglect conJa be efaazgeil 
against Inm. On the contrary, he was entitled by his cott- 
duct of this voyage, independently of 1^ other merits, to 
future employment; bat we hear no more of Captain 
Dampier in the public service. His voyage in theRoetmck 
is the last of his published writings, and the history of the 
remainder of his eventful life, which we gather firocn others, 
as it is painful, may be brief. 

Captain Dampier bad not tireen long at home when the 
death of King William IH. took pJace, and was followed 
by the war of the Succession. Ajnong the prifate entei^ 
prises attending this war with France and Spain was ex- 
tensive private^n^ ; and he obtained the conunand of the 
St. George and Cmque Ports, two vessels eqai|^^ by a 
company of English mevchants^ and intended to cniii* 
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Against the Spaniards in the South Seas. The St. George 
left the Downs in April, 1703, with Captain Dampier* ofi 
board ; but it wps September before both vessels left Kin- 
sale. The basis of the expedition was the old Bucanier 
maxim, no jtrey^ no pay^ — a principle ill-adapted to the 
maintenance of discipline or order in a ship. In this 
voyage Dampier had in view three special objects,-^ 
namely, the capture of the Spanish galleons that sailed 
from buenos Ayres ; and, failing that, to pass the Straits 
of Magellan, or double Cape Horn, and lie in wait for the 
ship that carried gold from Baldivia to Lima ; or, finally, 
the ofl-attempted exploit of the seizure of the Manilla 
galleon. The St. George carried twenty-six guns, and a 
crew of 120. 

The character of Dampier has been subjected to many 
rash and unfounded imputations drawn from histories of 
this voyage published without his sanction. The principal 
one, written by Funnel, who, till he deserted, sailed as 
Dampier^s steward, is full of evident misstatements regard- 
ing the navigation, as well as the private transactions in the 
ship. So far ds these misrepresentations regarded geo- 
graphical and nautical facts Dampier afterward corrected 
uicm, though he took little notice of the allegations againflt 
himself, further thati in one or two instances to point out 
their glaring falsehood. Before the voyage was well begun 
quarrels broke out among these irresponsible officers, and 
some of them quitted the ship, while the commander, without 
being invested with salutary power to restrain them, Was left 
to bear the blame of the misconduct of the whole company. 

The ships doubled Cape Horn, and reached Juan Fer- 
nandez without any remarkable adventure. While lying 
here a strange sail was seen, to which both ships gave 
chase. She proved to be a J'rench thip cruising m these 
seas, and so strongly did the old Bucanier associations in^ 
fluence Dampier, that he acknowledged it was with reluc 
tance he attacked a European vessel of whatever nation. 
He however engaged, and after a fiffht of seven hours, in 
which both ships suffered considerably, they parted. 

* In the Gazette fbr ISth April. 1703, it is stat'sd tbat Captain Barn- 
pier, preaemed by his royal higbneM the lord high admiral, bad fl» 
iionour of kissing ber mayeitty's (QoMa Aane's) band, bsfbft iepartinf 
on a new voyage to the West Indies. 

£e 
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Before the proper latitude was reached, the Baldivia 
treasare-ships had sailed. Though Dampier was the nom- 
inal commander, Stradling, in the Cinqne Poits, acted 
independently ; and as they differed about their futiirs 
operations, the ships parted company. A dengn to rar- 
prise Santa Maria in the Bay of Panama failed ; and though 
Dampier captured a few small vessels, he obtained no prise 
of any value. 

While lying in the Gulf of Nicoya, the commander and 
his chief mate, John Glipperton, quarrelled^ and the latter, 
with twenty-one of the crew, seized the tender, in which 
were most of the ammunition and stores, and put out to 
sea. It is alleged that Glipperton at this time stole his 
commander^s commission. No captain ever suled with 
a worse-disposed and more turbulent set of men and offi- 
cers than those whom Dampier now commanded. They had 
all the bad qualities of Bucaniers, without their braveiy, 
experience, and hardihood. 

The St. George bore northward, and on the 6th Decem- 
ber, while only a short way beyond Port de Navidad, de- 
scried a sail, which proved to be the Manilla galleon. 
The Manilla ship had no suspicion of any enemy Iwing on 
this coast, and she received several broadsides from the St. 
George before being cleared for action. Even taken thus 
at disadvantage, when her guns, which were of far heavier 
metal, were brought into play, they at once drove in the 
rotten planks of the St. George, and obliged Dampier to 
sheer off. The galleon also held on. It is presumed that 
the number of her men quadrupled those of the Enfflish 
ship, and her guns were eighteen and twenty-four pouiraersy 
while those of the St. Georffe were only five-pounders. 

This proved a bitter disappomtment, and the men became 
more and more impatient to end so profitless and fiitiguing 
a voyaffe. In hopes of better fortune, they were, however, 
induced to continue the cruise for a few weeks longer on 
the coast of New Spain ; but this produced nothing, and it 
was agreed to part company. One party, instigated by 
Funnel, the mendacious historian of the voyage, resolved to 
sail for India, and by this route return home. A brigantine 
of seventy tons which had been captured was given up to 
him, and the thirty-four men who chose to follow his coun- 
sels ; and the stores, small arms, and ammunition were 
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divided, four of the St. George's guns being also given to 
this party. Dampier's crew was thus left redaced to 
twenty-nine. After refitting his crazy disabled ship he re- 
turned to the coast of Peru. They plundered the town of 
Puna, and cruised along till their ship was no longer fit to 
keep the sea, when they abandoned her riding at anchor 
at Lobos de la Mar, and embarking in a brigantine which 
they had captured f^om the Spaniards, crossed the Pacific 

Of this voyage, and of the subsequent misfortunes of Dam- 
pier in India, there remain no certain or distinct accounts. 
It is however known, that, not having a commission to 
show, he was thrown into prison by the Dutch. Before 
he obtained his freedom and got back to England, Funnd, 
his unworthy subaltern, had returned ; and a London book- 
seller, named Knapton, the publisher of Dampior*s former 
voyages, had been mduced by their popularity to print this 
person's narrative of the voyage of the St. Geom, under 
the false title of the fourth volume of the works of the cele- 
brated navigator. Dampier, on coming home, published a 
few pages of explanation, entitled *< Captain Dampiei's 
Vindication of his Voyage in the Ship St. George, with 
some small Observations on Mr. Funnel's chimerical Rela*- 
tion." Funnel's account, as no other was ever published, 
however, keeps its place as the history of this voyage ; 
though its palpable misrepresentations, and the bad and 
malevolent spirit in which it is written, have drawn npiRi 
the writer the reprobation of every lover of justice and im- 
partial inquirer t^r truth. 

The fortunes of Dampier must have been at a very low 
ebb when he returned to England after this disastroiu 
voyage ; and it is with pain we find this veteran navigator, 
as much distinguished by superiority of understanding as 
by nautical skill and experience, obliged, in 1708, to act as 
a pilot under younger and very inferior commanders. This, 
which was Dampier's last voyage, again proved to be one 
round the world, and was undertaken in the Duke aud 
Duchess, two privateers fitted out by several Bristol mer- 
chants. 

( Copious narratives of this voyage are written hy the 
commanders, Woodes Rogers and Cook, but it is only in- 
cidentally that we learn any thing firom them of their dit* 
tinguished pilot. 
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At Juan Fernandez, Woodes Rogers, on thii voyage^ 
brought off the celebrated Alexander Selkirk, wbo had liMn 
left or rather abandoned here by Dampier's violent and 
tyrannical conaort. Captain Stradling, four years previously. 
(*)n the recommendation of Dampier, Selkirk was made 
second mate of the Duke. 

The cruise of the privateers was successful* At Guaya^ 
quil, where Dampier commanded the artillery, they obtained 
plunder to the value of 12,000/. and 27,000 dollars as ran- 
som of the town. They afterward, o^f Cape Lucas, cap- 
tured a Manilla ship richly laden with merchandise, and 
12,000/. in gold and silver. They brought their prize into 
Puerto Segura, and prepared to look for the richer and 
larger Manilla galleon ; which they encountered, but, after 
a protracted and severe engagement, were beaten off. In 
this fight the Duchess alone lost twenty- five men. The 
natives of Puerto Segura were blacker than any other peo- 
ple seen in the South Sea by Woo<les Rogers. They were 
of a disagreeable aspect ; their language harsh and guttural. 
They carried bows six feet long, strung with the silk-grass. 
Their arrows were of cane, tipped with flint or bone. 

The privateers now turned their thoughts homeward, 
and keeping the usual track of the galleons, reached Guahan 
on the lOtb March, after a run of exactly two months, and 
anchored under Spanish colours. Apart from this venial 
dbception, employed to facilitate the purchase of supplies, 
the conduct of the English privateers was unexceptionable. 
They rested for ten days, and made the north of Gilolo in 
about a month afterward. At Bouton they sto]>ped to 
take in provisions and water, and next sailed for Batavia, 
where they experienced those noxious effects of ojimate 
from which hardly any ship's company escapes at that most 
unhealthy station. 

They sailed from Batavia in the end of October, waited 
long at the Cape for a homeward-bound fleet, and coming 
round the north of Scotland, five-and-twenty sail, Dutch 
and English, anchored in the Texel in July of the following 
year, and in October, 171 1, came to the Thames with booty 
in money and merchandise valued at 150,000/.* From 
this date we hear no more of Captain Dampier, whose 

* From an incidental Bource we learn that this prize-money was not 
divided up to 1719, so that it is probable that eVen Oram this tardy piece 
of food fortune Captain Dompior obtained iu> advflntacs- 
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nam 9 appears less frequently in the narrutivc of Rogers 
than, from the eminent nautical abilities of the roan who 
bore it, it ought to have done. In difficulties he was, it 
appears, constantly applied to, and his former knowledge 
and experience taken as guides. At Bouton, where he 
had been in the Cygnet, he was intrusted to carry the 
present to the sultan ; and, from respect to his judg- 
ment and integrity, he was also chosen umpire in the very 
delicate affair of deciding what was plunder for immediate 
division, and in allotting the respective shares. 

Dampier was of the number of those men distinguished 
above their fellows, " who are not without honour save in 
their own country ;" or if at home his merits were appre- 
ciated, wanting the most worthless quality of success, the 
glare and show, they failed of their reward. By French 
and Dutch navigators and men of science he has been uni- 
fonnly regarded with the warmest admiration, as a man to 
whose professiunai eminence his own country has scarce 
done justice. They delight to style him the ** eminent," 
the " skilful," the *' exact," the " incomparable Dampier.** 
Humboldt has borne testimony to his merits, placing the 
Bucanier seaman above those men of science who after- 
ward went over the same ground ; Malte Brun terms him 
*• the learned Dampier ;" and the author of the voyages to 
Australia inquires, ** Mais on traure-t'on dc9 NavigdUeuru 
comparables a Dampier ?" The acuteness, accuracy, and 
clearness of his nautical observations, and of his descrif^ 
tions and general remarks, have made his voyages be 
assumed by foreign navigators as unerring guides and au- 
thorities in all subsequent expeditions ; and his rapidity 
and power of observation are fully as remarkable as hit 
accuracy. His hasty glance at the places of New-Holland 
where he touched has left subsequent voyagers little to do 
save to verify his descriptions. Dampier's veracity has in 
no instance been questioned, even by those the most dis- 
posed to cavil at facts which, being remote from their 
limited experience, appear extraordinary or impossible. 
Other writers, combining into one the relations of many 
different travellers, have amplified his descriptions ; but 
there is no detached account of the countries he visited 
more full of vital interest and exact information than thft 
YoyaLgea of this wandering seaman. •« 

£e2 
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The succession of brilliant discoveries which illustrated 
the early part of the reign of George III. for a time threw 
the adventures of Dampier, and of every previous navigatoTy 
into the shade, but they are again emerging into populaiitj. 
Compared with the voyages of recent navigators, his long 
solitary rambles are as the emprises of the single knightlj 
combatant, bearing no proportion to the magnitude and 
splendour of regular battle-field, but, from their individu- 
ality, often commanding a more intense and powerful, be- 
cause a more concentrated, interest. 

The cloud which rested on the personal character of 
Dampier from the ignorance or misrepresentations of en- 
vious contemporaries, and the carelessness and haste with, 
which writers for the press copy from each other and adopt 
current statements, is fast clearing away. By Pinkerton 
he is termed " the Cook of a former age ;" and Buniey has 
taken a generous pleasure in doing justice to his profes- 
sional merits, and shown a more generous indignation in 
rebuking the thoughtless repetition of unfounded calumnies. 
*< It is," he says, " matter of regret, and not less of dis- 
satisfaction, to see that some late writers have been so little 
conscious of the merits of Dampier, as to allow themselves 
to speak of him with small respect, for no other cause than 
that it appears he had disagreements with some of his 
shipmates, the particular circumstances of which are not 
known, further than that he had to deal with a quarrelsome 
and mutinous crew. Such petty considerations should 
never have been lifted up against the memory of such a 
man as Dampier." " It is not easy to name another voy- 
ager or traveller who has given more useful information to 
the world, or to whom the merchant and the mariner are 
more indebted."* To these Bumey might have added the 
philosopher and the naturalist, who have rarely been so 
much indebted to any adventurer whose pursuits were so 
entirely remote from their subjects of speculation. This 

♦ Barney's History of Discovftry in the South Sea. — ^The rompars- 
tlvely recent " Survey of the Coasts of Australia,'' by Captain P. P. 
King, also does Dampier great justice, and connects his name with tlie 
geography of the north-west coast of New-Holland in a manner that 
must gratify every admirer of professional eminence. Captain King 
baa not merely adopted ihe distinctions conferred on his celebrated pre- 
decessor by the commanders of the French expeditions, but extended 
ttieir meaning, and added to their number. 
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honourable testimony will remain to the credit of the 
writer, when the vague statements and unsifted calumnies 
which other authors have allowed themselves to repeat to 
the disadvantage of Dampier, are for ever foi^tten. 

Though the life of this navigator was spent in incessant 
action, his natural genius appears to have been rather specu- 
lative than enterprising. He liked to reason and to scheme^ 
and lost sight of present small but certain advantage in ex- 
tensive and brilliant plans for the future, which his evil for- 
tune forbade him to realize. If, indeed, there be sudi things 
as good and bad fortune in human affairs independent of 
skill and exertion, Dampier may be pointed out as an ex- 
ample of what the world calls an unlucky man, — one to 
whom every event proves adverse,-^who seems 'singled out 
for misfortune. Except the capital error of the mode of life 
upon which he entered, none of his misadventures can be 
traced to himself ; and this lawless life enriched many of 
his contemporaries, while it kept him in poverty and left him 
a beggar. In relating its incidents, he has never once 
attempted to justify or palliate his manner of existence for 
so many years. Amid the vicissitudes and temptations to 
which it exposed him, his excellent understanding and the 
principles he had imbibed in the virtuous household of a 
Somersetshire yeoman preserved him, if not entirely spot- 
less from evil contagion, yet from that decay and dcmdness 
of moral feeling which are of the worst consequences of 
vicious companionship. He was humane, just in the most 
strict and also in the most liberal sense, candid and chari- 
table in his judgments, and (rare virtues in a Bucanier !) 
orderly and temperate, detesting the riotous excess of his 
associates. Get over the stumbling-block of his early life 
being squared by " the good old rule," and Dampier the 
Bucanier was a virtuous man. In the South Sea, and 
afterward in the Cygnet, he might have obtained command, 
such was the respect his shipmates entertained for his abili- 
ties ; but the love of adventure was his strongest passion, 
and his sole ambition the acquisition of knowledge. 

He appears latterly to have deeply felt the disgrace and 
galling servitude of his lawless life, and serious reflection 
and remorseful feelings pressed upon his mind with great 
force long before he was able to get free of his wild asso- 
ciates in the Cygnet. 
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By the time thai Dr.iiipier returned to England witli 
VVoodesi Rofjeret he was far advance<l in life, anil his career 
for tbrtj^ years had been ont of unremUting hardihood and 
professional exertion. It is therefore probable tliat he never 
embarked in any subsequent voyage ; and as the remaining 
part of his life, whether long or short, is involved in com- 
plete obvcurity, there iji but too much reason to believe that 
it w»s pawed in neglect, if not in poverty. Of this eminent 
seaman and traveller, though little more than a century can 
h<ive elppsed since his death, no one is able now to tel) how 
the evening of his life was spent, w hen he died, or when 
he was huricd. Had he expired in some remote inland of 
the Pacific, or perished in the element on whirK so greait a 
portion of his life wa« passed, some imperfect record n^ight 
have remained to satisfy our natural desire to know the last 
of the worn-out and veteran novigator ; but it was hU fate 
to sink unheeded amid the ccnAicting waves and tides 
of society ; and no memorial or tradition rcnuuns of Atf 
death, in whose remaikable life the adventures of Selkirk, 
Wafer, and the Bucanier commanders of the South Sea 
appear but as episodes. So much for human ftms ! 
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